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STRANIERO GOES 4-FOR-4, BALESTRIERE 2-RUN HR

St. Matt’s Underdogs Subdue
St. Dave for St. Bart’s Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gamblers may have bet the farm
that the “Team Supreme” St. David
sluggers, masters of the Saints Divi-
sion, would clip the wings of Angels
Division representative St. Matthew
in the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League championship game
held at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on Labor Day.

St. Matthew finished the regular
season with a sub-.500 record (11-
12) then beat St. Patrick, 14-6, to face
the mighty St. Aloysius squad that
boasted a 17-6 record. Oh how the
mighty have fallen as the Matts put it
together and stunned St. Aloysius, 7-
1, to earn the trip to the Labor Day
classic.

St. Matthew’s Gus Alvarez, who
has been with the league three years,
said, “Aloysius had a better team but
that is why you play the game. Ever
since we started having fun as a team,
we started winning. This is my second
Labor Day in a row. We tried to win it
with (St.) Patrick. It’s so hard to get
here. Some guys haven’t experienced
this. I’m just happy to be here. If we
play defense and hit, we will win the
game. If not, they should beat us.”

Team member Bob Cihanowyz, who
has been with the league nine years
and is seeking his first title, said, “I’ve
been here once before in my second
year. I figured I would be back all the
time and it just never happened. We
realize we are the underdogs, so we
plan to have fun and play relaxed. As
long as we execute like we did against
Aloysius, we will win.”

Cihanowyz, originally from
Dunellen, was introduced to the
league by 31-year veteran Tony
Perfilio.

St. David’s Art Hobble, an 11-year
veteran, appearing in his sixth cham-
pionship, having won three, said,
“Basically, we are going to concen-
trate on hitting. We have an outstand-
ing lineup. Once you are on base, you
are pretty well guaranteed that some-
body is going to knock you in. We
have been lucky through the year
with everybody showing up. They are
a good group of guys, one of the best
teams I have played on. We have a
very good chemistry.”

Al Betau, sometimes referred to as
“the best player in the league,” should
add security on the mound for St.
David. Hobble confirmed, “Defi-
nitely, he is the best player in the
league!”

Teammate Nick Dinizo, a Scotch
Plains original, said, “This is my fourth
championship and I have won one. We
went with St. Joes, St. Anne’s, St.
Luke, who we won it with, and today
St. David, which we are hoping to do
a nice job today. We should have no
problem as long as we play our game
and as long as Al (Betau) didn’t bring
his pink shorts, like he did with the St.
Joe’s game, I think we are OK.”

Betau did not bring those magic
shorts but it was the St. Matt men,

who were in the pink and had the
most fun with a 26-hit bombardment
to seize a 15-2 victory and the St.
Bart’s crown.

Veteran Tom Straniero led the Matt
barrage with a 4-for-4 afternoon,
which included a two-run single, a
double and two runs scored. He also
made a fine catch near the tree line in
leftfield and displayed his tenuous
tumbling ability with a rolling grab
down the third baseline. Lou
Baliestriere, winner of five titles,
blasted a two-run home run and scored

twice and Alvarez whacked an RBI
triple and an RBI single. Cihanowyz
tapped a pair of RBI singles, while
Jim Barba (RBI) and Bob Cummo
(double) each had three hits. Dennis
Hercel (2 runs, RBI), Tony Radice (2
RBI), Larry Fleischman (run), Rick
Wustefeld (run) and Dan Margolis
(run) all singled twice. Mike
Constantinou singled and scored,
Frank Litterio scored once and Keith
“the deacon” Gibbons lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly.

Dinizo (RBI) and Dave Rothenberg
each had a pair of singles in their
three at bats for the Daves, who to-
taled 10 hits. Betau and Marty
Bernstein both singled and scored
once, while Hobble, Scott Smith, Jeff
Friedlander and Nash Warfield, who
made an outstanding circus catch in
centerfield, each singled.

Although both teams had their share
of errors, Matt pitcher Radice initi-
ated a pair of shortstop (Balestriere)-
to-first (Gibbons) double plays (DP).
Betau was at the end of a DP when he
tagged out the runner at home after
leftfielder Tom Baldowski grabbed a
fly ball and rifled it to him.

St. Matthew scored four runs on
five hits and deacon Gibbons’ sac fly

in the top of the first inning. St. David
answered with two runs then the Matts
plated another six runs, highlighted
by Balestriere’s two-run homer in the
second to grab a 10-2 lead. From that
point on, it was “The Silence of the
Lambs” for the St. David bats.

Cihanowyz tapped an RBI single
in the fourth. Radice and Hercel added
RBI singles in the sixth and Straniero
ripped a two-run single in the sev-
enth.
St. Matthew 460 102 200 15
St. David 200 000 000 2

RODRIGUES, CUMMINGS, BARBA NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Gymnasts’ Goal Is
To Recapture Sectional Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records were broken last year but
one thing that eluded the Westfield
High School gymnastics team was a
sectional title that was won by Bishop
Ahr that went on to finish No. 2 in the
state tournament. The Blue Devil girls
finished with a 9-1 regular-season
record, losing only to Bishop Ahr,
and finished seventh in the state.

With all of their top gymnasts re-
turning, one of the primary goals of
this year’s Blue Devils is to recapture
the sectional crown that they had last
won in 2006.

“We are strong! I have some new
coming gymnasts, who look like they
are really going to add depth to our
team. We are building on last year. Our
goal is to get back the sectional title and
we would like to be higher than seventh
in the state,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Melissa Bryan, the 2008 North Jersey,
Section 2 Coach of the Year, said.

To recapture the sectional title this
season, the Blue Devils must handle
the very tough Bishop Ahr.

“Our goal was to regain our sec-
tional title. We knew our competition
was Bishop Ahr and our goal was to
do whatever it took to be competitive
with other teams that were as quali-
fied as Bishop Ahr. We did it last year,
so we think we are able to do it this
year,” coach Bryan said. “We know
what we are capable of. I know that
Bishop Ahr has lost a lot of gymnasts
but the coach is fabulous with what he
does with his girls. The meet with
Bishop Ahr always encourages us

and causes us to rise to the occasion.”
Last year, the Blue Devils captured

their third straight Cougar Invitational
(CI) title and broke the meet team
total with a 108.275. Next, they to-
taled 110.525 to win their third straight
Union County Tournament title and
at the sectional meet, the Blue Devils
set an all-time WHS team total record
of 112.175.

This year, senior Tri-Captains Lacy
Cummings, Jenna Rodrigues (J-Rod)
and Allie Barba will help guide the
Blue Devils on a steady course. Last
year, Cummings, the 2007 state vault
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING AHEAD FOR A BANNER YEAR…All the major Blue Devil gymnasts have returned and, with some new
additions, are looking for another banner season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT A BIGTIME EFFORT…St. David second baseman Marty Bernstein nearly catches a foul ball that dropped
halfway down the first baseline. St. Matthew topped St. David, 15-2, for the St. Bart’s Championship.

Cranford Cougar High School Sports page Available

At Bottom of Web Page

Click – “Cranford Cougar Sports Online Exclusive”

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
Coldwell Banker 

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built expanded Ranch spares no attention to detail, 
exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres.  Redefining park-like property, this fine 
home is cleverly positioned on its Oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top rated 
schools. Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.                    

                                                                                      Offered for $1,150,000

This impeccably maintained, quaint Colonial in the charming Wychwood section boasts an updated EIK with 
Corian counters and separate dining area, Formal Dining and Living Room w/fireplace, main level Family Room, 
hardwood floors, central air, attached garage and a raised patio overlooking serene setting of the professionally 

landscaped, fenced rear yard.                                                      Offered for $779,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

529 WYCHWOOD ROAD, WESTFIELD

UNIQUE WESTFIELD OPPORTUNITY ~ 2.5 ACRES

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008

#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Wonderful, NEW Mahoney built 8 room,
4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/Foyer leading
to the Living Rm. & Formal Dining Rm.
The center island kitchen & opens to the
Family Rm. w/fplc. The 1st flr. also has a
Laundry/Mud Rm & Powder Rm. The 2nd

flr. has a MBR w/private bath & W/I closet.
Loaded w/amenities & available for quick
occupancy, this home is one you don’t want
to miss! DIR: Raritan Rd. to Frank St.

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, September 20th • 1-4PM

1642 Frank Street,
Scotch Plains

$799,900

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, September 20th • 1-4PM

1163 Lawrence Avenue,
Westfield

$1,575,000
Stunning 14 room, 6 BR, 4 ½ bath CH
Colonial w/gracious Foyer; Living Rm./
Library w/built-in’s & fplc.; large FDR;
gourmet EIK; grand Family Room w/
soaring cathedral ceilings & fplc.; 1st floor
MBR suite w/access to wonderful
conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing &
Laundry. Nestled on a private lane and one
.77+/- of an acre, this home is truly a one
of a kind Westfield residence! DIR:
Lawrence Ave. to a private cluster of 4
homes just before Minisink Way.


