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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FC Premier Havoc

FC Premier Havoc Westfield NJ

area is having tryouts for players

to add to existing team:

Saturday September 26th

3:30 pm to 5:00 pm
Roosevelt School in Westfield

Ranked as high as 11th in NJ in 2008. Winners of

JAGS Premier A Flight in Spring 09. NJYS State

Cup Quarter finalist and US Club National State

Cup Semi Finalists in Spring 2009. Coached by

Sean Kiernan from Sone Soccer. Sean is currently

the assistant coach of Women’s Premier Soccer

League (WPSL) Millburn Magic. Reasonable

fees, great facilities.

(directions at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com)

 If interested contact Sean Kiernan:

sean@newjerseysoccergroup.com

U16G For 09/10 Season

Let the tombstone read: Jolly Trol-
ley Westfield’s legendary bar and res-
taurant Born: April 7, 1966 Died:
August 30, 2009.

For 43½ years, nearly 16,000 days
and nights, the Jolly Trolley was a
local landmark, maybe THE local land-
mark. A town treasure! The Westfield
watering hole! It was where people
met whenever they were back in town.
It was almost a rite of passage to
graduate from high school, go away to
college and eventually turn 21 and be
able to pony up to the legendary bar
with the big boys and girls.

Now that ponying up will be done at
The Office Bar and Grill, Westfield
branch. Not to be confused with The
Office Bar and Grill restaurants in
Bridgewater, Cranford, Montclair,
Morristown, Ridgewood and Summit.
Or maybe it will be confused with
them, and that’s the idea behind the
name change.

The Jolly Trolley was the flagship

The Trolley Is No More?
Say It Ain’t So, Charlie!!

restaurant of the organization – it even
said that on the website! – and before
that it was the flagship of the Charlie
Brown’s organization. And now it’s
just … another link in the The Office
chain.

I’m just guessing on this one, but I’d
say if you asked 100 residents of Union
County – or nearby Somerset or Essex
or Middlesex counties – the first thing
they thought of when they heard the
word Westfield, more would say “Jolly
Trolley” than anything else. No more.
If you showed up there on Monday,
August 31, the formerly green and
white awning was now (fittingly) black
and said The Office Beer Bar and
Grill. No more Jolly Trolley sign. If
you called (908) 232-1207, the an-
swerer said, “The Office Bar and Grill.”

One thing that thankfully hadn’t
changed – at least yet – was if you
called that number and asked to speak
to Charlie (The Scorekeeper) Hanson
(WHS, ’64), you would still find him
there. “Yup, it’s done,” said Charlie,
the Trolley’s version of Norm on
“Cheers.” “It’s over. It’s now The Of-
fice. They took out the salad bar. Took
the sign down out front. The Trolley is
gone.”

Word is that the name change was a
“corporate” decision. Gee, who’d have
guessed? Some capitalist bean
counters from Jibibbsville come in
and say, “Let’s take a local landmark
and give it the same name as all the
others in the chain. It’ll cut costs on
advertising and promotions.” I hope
they choke on their beans.

The Jolly Trolley is hardly the first
landmark to disappear from town and
area. And, sadly, the truth of the matter
is, it doesn’t take very long for people
to forget. Remember the bowling al-
leys at the Rec? Clark Lanes? Echo
Lanes? The Westfield White Diamond?
Excellent Diner? Duke’s Subs on the
circle? The Gob Shop? Sports Center?
Tim’s Elm Street Deli? The Music
Staff? Sir Percy Cromwell’s Billiards
Emporium in Plainfield? Dreier’s
Sporting Goods? What’s next?

How hard is it to imagine Taco Bell
or McDonald’s or Coke coming to
Westfield in 2040 and telling a princi-

pal or athletic director who is not from
town: “We will supply Westfield with
uniforms for all sports, subsidize
eighth-grade teams, and pay for the
buses for away games. All you have to
do is just rename Gary Kehler Sta-
dium as Taco Bell Field or McDonald’s
Stadium or the Coke Center.” Who
would still be around to argue? Who
would know what to argue?

The Trolley’s name change had been
in the works for a while. So maybe
there should be less shock. But I’ve
had enough beers at the Trolley over
the past 43-plus years to have bought
the place if I’d used my beer money for
that purpose. Still, when you spend
that much time and money on some-
thing or somebody, you’d like it to
stick around, at least for as long as
you’re around.

And I’m not alone. “We’re planning
a 45th class reunion and were going to
meet at the Trolley on Oct. 16,” said
Faithful Reader (FR) Ed Thorne (’64)
of Cape Cod, Mass. “What a bum-
mer.” “The Office?” said FR Mike
Dorne (’71), now living in Florida.
“Jesus, the Trolley has become more a
historic landmark than the Cory resi-
dence up on Mountain Ave. What’s
with that?”

“It all started to go downhill around
1991, when they replaced the shower
size urinals,” said FR Pete Harley (’76).
“It was the Jolly Trolley where my
son, P.J., became a ‘big boy,’ peeing
for the first time into those classics.”
(P.J., now a junior swimmer at Penn
State, recently was named the MVP at
the Lavalette Lifeguard Tournament.)
“The Office just ain’t the same (as the
Trolley),” said FR Joe Della Badia
(’77). “Even the Office in Cranford,
which used to be good, they ruined.”

“Westfield is not Westfield with the
Jolly Trolley,” said Dan Gilday (’84).
“Most people know that the Trolley,
The Office and Charlie Brown’s are
all a chain,” said one anonymous FR.
“But the Westfield one, the Trolley,
was our little local bar. It was a one-
and-only … and now it’s just another
chain.”

“The Jolly Trolley is a special part of
Westfield,” said Alexi Kuska (’08).
“Changing the name takes away so much.
It’s not right! I’m so sad right now.”

The story of the Jolly Trolley goes
back 43½ years, to the spring of 1966,
when WHS graduates Dave Monier
(’56) and Chuck Barondess (’57), along
with Peter deLamos, opened their new
restaurant business on April 7 in the
former location of the Plaza Bar.

“We named it after a bar that was on
the New Jersey side of the Holland
Tunnel called the Trolley Bar,” said
Monier, a former fullback and first
baseman at WHS who is now 70, liv-
ing in Monmouth County and work-
ing at Cahoot’s in Middlesex. “Why
did we call it the Jolly Trolley? God
only knows. We did some strange
things back in those days.”

At one time, trolley tracks used to
run down from Elizabeth down Grove
Street to Summit Avenue and into
Westfield on the way to Plainfield and
points west. So, by coincidence or not,
the name made sense. And it still made
sense (cents?) … until August 31. The
Jolly Trolley put out a good product at
a great price. They always had free
peanuts on hand, great burgers, steaks
and rueben sandwiches. And in the

early years every day around 5 o’clock
they’d put out four giant wedges of
cheddar cheese on plates surrounded
with Ritz crackers.

Heaven on earth! How many “din-
ners” did I have there? Monier and Co.
expanded the Jolly Trolley idea around
the area into a couple of What’s Your
Beef restaurants and a half dozen
Charlie Brown’s. In 1974, Monier and
Co. sold the Trolley, What’s Your Beef
and Charlie Brown’s to Restaurant
Associates. After staying a transition
year to assist the new ownership,
Monier headed on his own again, open-
ing the Barnacle Bill’s and the Lock,
Stock and Barrel in Rumsen, among
others.

Truthfully, most of the younger
crowd The Office apparently wants to
attract probably doesn’t care what the
place is called, as long as the beer is
cold, the members of the opposite sex
are hot and the karaoke is loud. But
speaking for the people who came of
age with the Trolley, and were regular
customers for more than 30 years, just
because you still put out free peanuts
and let people throw the empty shells
on the floor doesn’t mean things are
still the same. After reading the stories
about the name change, one word keeps
popping up in my mind, “Why?” “I
agree with you; I don’t understand it,”
he said. “Life has been quite a journey,
but one thing which resonates from
people we meet from Westfield is the
Jolly Trolley. I think changing names
is a big mistake, and bad luck.”

LOOKING BACK
Which WHS football team will show

up tonight at Watchung Hills, facing
former WHS coach Jim Benedict in
the schools’ first-ever football meet-
ing? The one that sleepwalked through
the first half last Saturday against Eliza-
beth? Or the one that came out in the
second half and dominated? If it’s the
first-half model, anything can happen.
If it’s the second-half version, the drive
home should be a happy one.

What to like from Saturday’s 14-6
win over Lizzy-Beth: Pat Gray is a
stud receiver/safety. Hugo Nolasco and
Aiden Scanlon give WHS three glue-
fingered receivers. Joe Ondi plus A.J.
Murray plus Jhakyse Williams more
than equals Ricardo Johnson. The of-
fensive line can wear down anybody.
Linebackers Murray, Ondi, Scanlon
and Chris Fantini are quick and they
deliver. Facing a first-and-25 in the
fourth quarter after a penalty negated
a long gain, WHS picked up the first
down, en route to the winning score.
What to not like: Six turnovers and six
penalties. Too much celebrating be-
fore the clock says “0.”

What’s with no hotdogs at the re-
freshment stand?

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East) is Dan
Kerr. The junior quarterback com-
pleted 9 of 11 passes and helped WHS
regroup in the second half to rally for
a 14-6 win over Elizabeth.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during
the school year. Contact us with com-
plaints, suggestions and comments at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR! Devil of the Week Dan
Kerr Football.

Devil of the Week
Danny Kerr

Football

Raiders Nip Cougars, 26-24,
In ‘Lights Out’ Grid Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

yards, engineered respective TD
drives of 62 yards on nine plays and
51 yards on seven plays in the first
half. In both TD drives, return man
Chris Witwick put the Cougars in
good field position with respective
returns of 30 yards and 34 yards.

“I don’t know if we have young
guys, who can’t get it done. We have
so much work to do with that,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said of
his special teams.

Papandrea finished both TD drives
with respective runs of three yards
and five yards. He added his third TD
(10 yards) after the lights came back
on.

“People tell me, ‘your quarterback
is small.’ He’s tough inside. He’s got
a big heart. He will keep cool, calm
and collected the whole time. He has
the quality of a very good option
quarterback and that is why we are
able to move the ball,” coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars scored on the open-
ing drive when Papandrea slid in from
the three with 7:26 on the clock.

“It took us four games to score last
year and we scored on the first drive.
I knew we were better off, because
[of] how hard we worked in the sum-
mer and in the weight room. It was a
tough offense to stop and I thought
we executed pretty well most of the
night,” coach Rosenmeier said.

The Raiders came back with an 11-
play 67-yard scoring drive, when
Binkiewicz pushed in from the one
with 1:10 left in the quarter. Moussa
Channaoui had a 29-yard reception
in the drive. Cougar Kendall Grier
blocked the point after attempt.

Despite having difficulties with the
Cougars’ interior defense, which in-
cluded Joe Brady and Alex Bartley,
who had two quarterback sacks, the
Raiders added a second TD when
Binkiewicz hooked to the outside for
48 yards with 4:56 left of the half. He
then ran in the two-point conversion.

“We had problems then we went to
our spread stuff. It’s something that
we’ve only scratched the surface. We
feel he (Binkiewicz) can run it well.
He will control the offense with that
and he can throw the ball,” said coach
Ciccotelli. “We have that ability to

run and throw it. He’s got the heart of
a lion. He’s just a winner!”

Papandrea dragged several Raid-
ers for his five-yard TD run with 1:35
on the clock, then PAT kicker Rob
Gaeta scooped up a bad snap and
fired a bullet to receiver Will Green
for the two-point conversion. With
eight seconds left in the half, Gaeta
added a 29-yard field goal to give the
Cougars an 18-14 lead.

The Raiders regained the lead, 20-
18, in the third quarter. Binkiewicz’s
strike to Marson was good for 54
yards to the Cougar 18.

“It was a ‘Pluggo’ (play and go)
where he fakes a slant and goes down
the sideline,” Binkiewicz explained.

Two plays later, he found Marson
in the endzone with a 12-yard strike.
The point after failed.

Blackwell concluded a 67-yard
Raider drive with a 30-yard sprint
midway through the final quarter to
make the score 26-18, then the lights
went out. When the lights came back
on, the Cougars scored to make the
score 26-24 and went for the two-
point pass conversion to Trotter but
the ball fell short of the line. With two
minutes remaining, the Cougars
moved the ball from deep within their
territory. The completion to Trotter
seemed to spell “victory” but
Binkiewicz’s saving tackle and strip
erased it.

“What’s great about this team is
that they are not selfish. It’s Keim in
the two-minute drill and Keim knows
that it’s Joe when we are running the
option. We came down the field and
we were a fumble away from winning
the game. For a young team with a lot
of sophomores and juniors, to keep
coming back like that, it would have
been much easier to say, ‘we gave it a
good try against Scotch Plains’. They
wanted to win. They thought they
were going to and I thought they were
going to,” said coach Rosenmeier.

“We know they have a crazy of-
fense and we prepared for that all
week. We knew it wasn’t going to be
easy with all the counter plays they
have. So our offense had to match
them play-for-play,” Binkiewicz said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6   8   6   6 26
Cranford   7 11   0   6 24

Colts Neck $5,450,000
Architectural Masterpiece! Built by Neighbor &
Groves, custom designed 25 room Mansion exudes
luxurious comfort.

AnnWiltz, Broker, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Colts Neck $5,000,000
This 19 acre paradise, boasts a 3 acre lake with a
natural island, specimen plantings & meticulous
grounds.

Lois Cohen, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Avon $2,999,999
Launch your boat from private dock. Subdividable lot.
Riparian rights, opens to ocean. 8 bedroom home.
1 hour to NYC.

Donna Fahy-Waters, Sales Associate 732-449-2777

Rumson $2,350,000
RIVERFRONT- Gracious Colonial on 1+acres. 5 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, Family room, 2 fireplaces. 3 season
porch, deck, gazebo, gardens.

Pauline Poyner, Sales Associate 732-842-3200

Westfield $2,350,000
Beautiful landscaped property, a very special home.
the front lawn provides pastoral views, rear, a
vacation destination.

Tamatha Costello, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $1,650,000
Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial
in the prestigious “Gardens” section of Westfield.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $1,629,900
Beautiful new construction and ready to move into.
State of the art kitchen and baths. Open 2 story foyer.
Closeto town, train, schools.

Kay Gragnano, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield $1,575,000
Stunning 6 bedroom home with grand foyer. Beauti-
fully appointed in private cluster of 4 homes. A
must see!

Frank Isoldi, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Holmdel $1,549,000
Estate home with grand foyer, conservatory, library,
guest quarters, 6 bedroom, 5.5 bath Colonial on 1.46
acres, cul-de-sac location.

Silvana Buckley, Broker/Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Westfield $1,150,000
Meticulously maintained by original owners. Custom
Ranch exudes quality & detail, 2.5 acres, less than 2
miles from town, schools & NYC transportation.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker
Previews International
has been refining the
world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues
to be a dominant
real estate source
for the exceptional
home market,

attracting the world’s
most qualified luxury

home buyers.

** Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by affiliates in the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2008. $USD.
It should be used for comparison purposes only. Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate
LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

Previews International®, the luxury division of Coldwell Banker, on average,
handles $85.5 million in luxury home sales every day.**

(800) 575-0952 • ColdwellBankerMoves.com

All-Corbin Team
CORRECTION:

All-Corbin Team (picture 14 Best
Youth Pitcher), was actually Ryan
Chirichella of the Westfield Blue 9s
Youth Baseball League, not his
brother Patrick, who played for the
Westfield Blue 10s.

Raiders Stop Union
In Girls Tennis, 4-1

First singles player Alex Szczuka
led the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls tennis team over the vis-
iting Union Farmers, 4-1, with a 6-0,
6-0, shutout over Jasmine Muniz-
Cadorette on September 14.
First singles: Szczuka (S) d Muniz-
Cadorette, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Laurinel Gramatica (U)
d Christina Reiman, 6-3, 7-5
Third singles: Neha Pannuri (S) d Lauren
Gramatica, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Lyndsey Douglas and
Alex Sullivan (S) d Voncy Ragin and
Dee Solon, 6-7 (7-9), 6-2, 6-1
Second doubles: Alyssa Leyden and
Isabel Lopez (S) d Clarina Kunnath and
Imana Richardson, 6-4, 6-1


