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BINKIEWICZ NETS TWO TDs, GAME WINNING TACKLE

Raiders Nip Cougars, 26-24,
In ‘Lights Out’ Grid Opener

ONDI TD, MURRAY TD; GRAY 2 INT, SCANLON RECOVERY

Blue Devils Footballers Sting
Minutemen in 2nd Half, 14-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chaos could have occurred when
the lights went out with a little more
than five minutes remaining in the
Cranford Cougars’ opening game with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team at Memorial
Field, which began with a presenta-
tion of the new turf field on Septem-
ber 12.

In that wild and bizarre turf war,
which featured a multitude of penal-
ties, a tug-of-war in the scoring lead
and a key fumble recovery that de-
cided the outcome of the game, the
Raiders held a 26-18 lead when the
lights went out but fended off a last-
minute onslaught to squeak out a 26-
24 victory.

Raider senior quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz pulled off the key plays
on both sides of the ball. Binkiewicz
rushed for 110 yards on 10 carries,
including respective touchdown (TD)

runs of one yard and 48 yards. He also
ran in a two-point conversion and
completed 9 of 17 attempts for 175
yards, including a TD strike to wide
receiver Mike Marsan, who had four
receptions for 84 yards.

“I feel really good pulling out of
the pocket and moving around. If I
see an opening, I will take it. I don’t
mind getting hit. I like to hit people
too. Coach and I talk about what I see
on the field. I tell him what I see, what
I would like to run, if he agrees, the
guys up in the booth say, ‘that’s a

good idea’, we will go for it,” he said.
“Binkiewicz made a lot of plays.

We still have some young guys on
defense but they (Raiders) blocked
well up front,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said.

But the key play of the game came
in the final minute when Cougar Sean
Trotter caught quarterback Chris
Keim’s pass over the center and broke
free down the left side but Binkiewicz
turned on the burners, grabbed him
and then stripped the ball free where
Raider Quintin Blackwell made the
recovery at the 13-yard line.

“He was my man. I wasn’t even
thinking about stopping. First, I
wanted to make sure he didn’t get into
the endzone. When I had him, I went
for the strip,” Binkiewicz said.

The Cougars switched between
Keim and junior Joe Papandrea at
quarterback depending on the situa-
tion. Papandrea, who rushed for 124

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numerous penalties in an opening
game has always been expected but
numerous turnovers were not for the
Westfield High School football team
that got its timing together to score
two touchdowns (TD) in the second
half to sting Elizabeth, 14-6, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Sep-
tember 12.

The 1-0 Blue Devils, who missed a
few scoring opportunities in the first
half due to fumbles and two intercep-
tions, kept their hands on the ball
after a fourth fumble early in the third
quarter and took advantage of an
Elizabeth fumble to score a quick TD
at the end of the quarter then rolled 51
yards on eight plays in the final quar-
ter to seal the victory.

Blue Devil senior Wesley Belle and
junior Danny Kerr shared the
quarterbacking responsibilities in the
first half but Kerr took over in the
second half and presented more op-
tions that confused the Minutemen.
Kerr, who had six rushes for 18 yards,
completed 10 of 14 passes for 143
yards and one interception. His fa-
vorite receiver was Pat Gray, who
grabbed five for 90 yards, including
one resulting in a 51-yard gain. Gray
also had two interceptions but he also
fumbled twice before the Blue Devils
began their surge.

“My consistency wasn’t that great
but overall it was all right. It hasn’t
really happened to me before. We just
decided that we got to keep our heads
up. I just talked to my grandpa (Roger

Love). He said it was a lousy victory
but we will take it. A lot of turnovers!
This score should have been in the
30s,” Gray said.

The Minutemen dominated the
first half somewhat, mainly due to
Blue Devil turnovers, and churned
off 144 yards on the ground but none
in the air. The Blue Devils had only
26 yards on the ground but had 66 in
the air.

“It was not like we were getting

pushed back and fumbling the ball.
We were moving the ball. We knew
we could move the ball against this
offense. All it was, if we can hold
onto the ball, we can score,” Blue
Devil defensive lineman Brandon
Dietz said.

“I don’t know where they came
from. It didn’t happen in the pre-
season. Turnovers! We survived. The
defense let up one big play and that

DeJOHN NETS 2 GOALS, HERNANDEZ NOTCHES ONE

Raider Soccer Boys Shut Out
Summit Hilltopper Boys, 3-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistent pressure, a stifling de-
fense and aggressiveness paid off for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ soccer team as they
wore down a feisty Summit Hilltopper
team and earned a 3-0 victory in the
season opener in Scotch Plains on
September 12. Junior Blake DeJohn
and senior Johan Hernandez each
found success to get the ball into the
mouth in the first half, and DeJohn
tattered the net with his second goal
in the second.

Raider goalie Anthony Zukofsky
needed only to make one save in the
game, while his Summit counterpart,
Jay Crisfield, was kept busy making
six saves on 16 shots.

Outlining the Raider’s perfor-
mance, Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky said, “I was very, very
pleased with the performance today.
We came out with a great deal of
intensity, played the ball on the floor
and did the things that we have been
working hard on. It ended up three
but it could have been a lot more. As
to the defensive, we feel that’s our

strong point. It’s second to no team in
the state and a shutout here today for
these guys was well deserved.”

The Raiders set out on a mission of
relentless physical pressure in the
first half working their 4-5-1 assault.
That mission proved successful as
the quick and tenacious DeJohn de-
posited the ball into the net at 36:22.

“I noted that the keeper was always
out so I kind of took a shot with my
right foot. Although I’m a lefty, it
happened to chip over him and in,”
said DeJohn.

 The Westfield Baseball League 
Annual

2009 Golf Outing!
Monday October 12, 2009

Shackamaxon Country Club

10:00 Registration 
11:30 Lunch

12:30 Shotgun Start
Cocktail Reception & Buffet Dinner to follow

Corporate & Hole Sponsors Welcome!

For registration information go to www.westfieldbaseball.com
Registration Deadline: October 1st

All proceeds of the Third Annual WBL Golf Outing will go towards further 

renovations to the Gumbert Complex and Tamaques fields.
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Probitas Verus Honos

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Elizabeth Football
SPF/Cranford Football

SPF/Summit Boys Soccer
St. Matthew/St. David Softball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPERY THAN A GREASED PIG(SKIN)…Blue Devil Pat Gray, No. 87, looks to grab a loose ball before the Minutemen
can get their hands on it. Although fumbling four times and being intercepted twice, the Blue Devils beat Elizabeth, 14-6,
the second win over the Minutemen since 1984.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO RECEIVE THE SNAP…Raider quarterback Gary Binkiewicz, No. 10, prepares to receive the snap in the third
quarter against the Cougars. Binkiewicz scored two touchdowns and a two-point conversion, and also made a game-saving
tackle.

For questions feel free to call the WBA at (908) 654-6361, or you can email

questions to wba@westfieldnj.com.

WBA Girls Basketball
Travel Tryout Information

Basketball tryouts are open to all Westfield students interested in playing

travel basketball in the 4th through 8th grades. Typical commitment should

include at least 1 practice and 1 or 2 games a week. Gym availability dictates the

amount of time each team will be assigned. In the event that you make a travel

team there will be a charge of $325.00.

All players who wish to participate in the Girls Travel Basketball Tryouts MUST REGISTER

by visiting the WBA website at www.westfieldnj.com/wba and click on the

link that says “Travel Registration”.

All tryout participants should come dressed to play basketball. All players

should bring a water bottle as we will ask that everyone stay in the gym

during the workouts. To prevent water spills, please do not bring screw off

top beverage containers.

There will be 2 teams selected by gender and grade level depending on interest

level of participation for each grade. In grades where there might not be enough

players to support a competitive team, grades may be combined.

OCTOBER 2009

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

4th Grade Girls

7PM - 8:30PM

Roosevelt Inter School

5th Grade Girls

7PM - 8:30PM

Roosevelt Inter School
6th Grade Girls

7PM -8:30PM

Westfield High School7th Grade Girls

8:30PM - 10:00PM

Roosevelt Inter School

8th Grade Girls

8:30PM - 10:00PM

Roosevelt Inter School

5th Grade Girls

7PM - 8:30PM

Roosevelt Inter School

6th Grade Girls

7PM - 8:30PM

Roosevelt Inter School
4th Grade Girls

7PM -8:30PM

Roosevelt Inter School8th Grade Girls

8:30PM - 10:00PM

Roosevelt Inter School

7th Grade Girls

8:30PM -10:00PM

Roosevelt Inter School

Tara Floyd Demizio
• Top Units Month of August
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Tara Floyd Demizio
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Tara in, and she’ll bring results!

National Football League Organized
In Canton, Ohio September 17, 1920


