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Merynda Adams

Library Events to Spotlight
Harpist, Author and Jobs

WESTFIELD – Music, literature
and job-hunting skills will be fea-
tured this month during programs at
the Westfield Memorial Library. The
library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

On Monday, Septem-
ber 21, harpist Merynda
Adams will play for li-
brary visitors from noon
to 2 p.m. Ms. Adams
has been the principal
harpist of The Orches-
tra at William Paterson
University for the past
decade. She also has
performed with the New
York Grand Opera, New
P h i l h a r m o n i c ,
Plainfield Symphony, Metro Lyric
Opera, Opera at Florham and the
Northeastern Philharmonic.

Besides maintaining an active
teaching studio, Ms. Adams is an
Affiliate Artist Teacher at Drew Uni-
versity and has been an instructor of
harp at Seton Hall University. This
program is open to the public and
registration is not required.

Award-winning author Chris
Grabenstein, who has written mul-
tiple mysteries set in a fictional New
Jersey shore town, will appear at the
library on Wednesday, September
23, at 7 p.m. A former improvisa-
tional comedian, Mr. Grabenstein
spent almost 20 years writing com-
mercials for America’s top advertis-
ing agencies. He lives in New York
and is president of the New York
chapter of the Mystery Writers of
America.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders; registration is sug-
gested. Interested persons are asked

to visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Cal-
endar.

The library will present
two workshops to help
individuals with résumé
writing and job hunting.
“Writing Résumés and
Cover Letters” will take
place on Monday, Sep-
tember 21, at 6:30 p.m.
“Job Hunting and Inter-
viewing Techniques” is
scheduled for Monday,

September 28, also at 6:30 p.m.
The résumé and cover letter work-

shop is suitable for recent college
graduates or anyone looking at a ca-
reer or job change. Participants will
learn how to construct a résumé so it
showcases their accomplishments and
how to write a cover letter that opens
the door to an interview. The job
search and interviewing workshop
will address the best ways to find a
job and prepare for interviews.

Joanne Mortimer, a certified ca-
reer coach and senior consultant with
a major career transition and
outplacement services firm, will
present the programs. During each
workshop, there will be handouts
and time for questions and answers.

Both workshops are open to
Westfield residents only and will be
limited to the first 15 people who
register. To register, access
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4130.

Animal Benefit Sale
On Through Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption is holding a
50-percent-off sale on all merchandise
in its thrift shop through Saturday, Sep-
tember 19. Located at 1750 East Sec-
ond Street in Scotch Plains, the store is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday and Monday.

The Best Friend rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity donate all items sold in the
shop for the benefit of homeless ani-
mals. Among the items carried in the
shop are one-of-a-kind pieces, small
furniture, jewelry, collectibles, books
and knickknacks. Best Friend is ac-
cepting new/slightly used items to
restock the thrift shop for fall.

The organization also is accepting
donations of canned and dry dog and
especially cat food, as well as litter
for its foster animals in need. Addi-
tionally, monetary donations are ur-
gently needed and appreciated. They
may be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016. For
more information, call (908) 486-
0230 or visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.

Loia Family Welcomes
Daughter, Michelle

Jennifer and Perry Loia of Warren
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Michelle Lisa Loia, on Sat-
urday, August 29, at 8:17 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Michelle weighed 5 pounds and 8
ounces and measured 17½ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her sisters, Jessica, age
10, and Kaitlyn, age 6.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Anthony and Sandra Cancellieri
of Westfield.

Her paternal grandparents are
Cosimo and Angela Loia of
Watchung.

Eleanor Loia of Mountainside is
Michelle’s paternal great-grand-
mother.

Historical Society to Hold
Program on Arboretum

WESTFIELD – The Reeves-Reed
Arboretum will be the topic of the
Westfield Historical Society’s first
fall evening program on Friday, Sep-
tember 25. Peter Grant, director of
Horticulture and Site Preservation
at the Arbore-
tum, will discuss
the mission and
programs of the
site, which is
listed on the Na-
tional and State
Registers of His-
toric Places.

Located at 165
Hobart Avenue
in Summit, the
Arboretum is
open every day
from dawn to
dusk. It contains
five-and-a-half
acres of formal
gardens, repre-
senting design
trends of the
early 20th cen-
tury. The century-old Wisner House,
the Keller Azalea Garden and the
Reeves-Reed Rock Garden all re-
cently have been restored.

Approximately 850 shrubs and
25 trees have been planted in the
Azalea Garden and the Rock Gar-
den to reveal the original and artis-
tic landscaping design of low-grow-
ing shrubs. The site also features
the Daffodil Bowl, begun by Susie

Graham Reeves in the 1920s, with
tens of thousands of daffodils,
planted on a hillside carved by the
last glacier in the area. The Daffodil
Bowl is part of the Wildlife Habitat,
boasting meadow flowers, butter-

flies and hon-
eybees.

Beyond the
formal gar-
dens are
woodland and
w e t l a n d s ,
which show-
case native
trees and
plants. The
profession-
a l l y - m a i n -
tained gardens
reflect the
most up-to-
date horticul-
tural practices.
Throughout
the Arbore-
tum, plants
and trees are

labeled for self-study.
The program will take place at

7:30 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad Street.
Light refreshments will be served
after the program. The program is
free and open to the public. For
more information, call the Westfield
Historical Society at (908) 654-
1794.

SCENIC VIEW…The Reeves-Reed Arbo-
retum will be the featured topic during the
Westfield Historical Society’s first fall
evening program. Open to the public, it will
be held on Friday, September 25, at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUIET CONTEMPLATION…After the presentation of the ceremonial wreath
at the September 11 Commemoration Ceremony last Friday, a moment of silence
is held for those who lost their lives in the terror attacks of 9/11. Religious leaders
from the Westfield community, including Rabbi Douglas Sagal, second from left,
Temple Emanu-El; the Reverend Edward Carll, third from left, the First United
Methodist Church, and the Reverend Monsignor William Harms, right, St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, flank Mayor Andy Skibitsky, left. In the
background, Theodore Schlossberg plays taps. Clergy members and the mayor
are pictured under a canopy due to the rainy conditions Friday evening.

Library Announces Tour
Of ‘Mannahatta’ Exhibit

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has arranged a
curator-lead tour of The Museum of
the City of New York’s Mannahatta/
Manhattan: A Natural History of New
York City exhibition. This exhibition
honors the 400th anniversary of Henry
Hudson’s arrival in New York harbor.

Through multimedia, historical ar-
tifacts, maps and 10 years of research
by the Mannahatta Project, the ex-
hibit “re-imagines” the ecology of
the green and wooded island of Man-
hattan at the moment Hudson first
sailed into the harbor.

Interested residents of Scotch Plains
and neighboring communities are in-
vited to participate in the tour on Sun-
day, October 4. Admission, which in-
cludes access to all of the museum’s
galleries, is $25 ($20 for seniors), and
is payable in advance to the library.

Transportation for an additional fee
will be arranged, depending on de-
mand. The bus will leave the library
parking lot at noon. Those requesting
transportation must sign up and pay

that fee by Friday, September 25.
The tour will offer a special look at

this exhibit before it closes on Mon-
day, October 12. The library also owns
the exhibition’s companion book by
Eric Sanderson, “Mannahatta: A
Natural History of New York City”
(New York: Abrams, 2009).

Mannahatta/Manhattan: A Natural
History of New York City is pre-
sented in collaboration with the Wild-
life Conservation Society. For more
information about the Mannahatta
Project, visit
themannahattaproject.org/ or The
Museum of the City of New York’s
website, mcny.org/exhibitions/cur-
rent/mannahatta-manhattan-a-natu-
ral-history-of-new-york-city.html.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township. For further informa-
tion about the library trip and tour,
and to register, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

Blessing of Backpacks
Set For This Sunday
CRANFORD – In what has be-

come a fall tradition at the Calvary
Lutheran Church, children and adults
are invited to bring their backpacks,
lunchboxes, briefcases and computer
bags to worship for a blessing this
Sunday, September 20.

During the church’s 9:30 a.m. wor-
ship service, the Reverend Carol Lind-
say will bless these school and work-
place tools as a reminder to partici-
pants that God is always with them
and that their Christian faith goes
with them beyond Sunday morning
church services.

This will be the last Sunday of
Calvary Lutheran’s summer sched-
ule. The church will resume two wor-
ship services and Sunday school the
following Sunday, September 27.

The Calvary Lutheran Church, lo-
cated at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, is celebrating its 81st anni-
versary this month. A congregation
of the New Jersey Synod of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America,
it serves the Cranford-Westfield area
and surrounding communities.

For further information about wor-
ship services, activities and direc-
tions, call the church office at (908)
276-2418.

FestiFall Celebration on Tap
This Sunday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The 20th Annual
Westfield FestiFall celebration, pre-
sented by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, will take place
this Sunday, September 20, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. in downtown Westfield.

More than 300 vendors will be on
hand, providing a showcase of local
businesses, over 150 regional artists
and crafters and an array of foods.

The KidZone will be available
for children of all ages, featuring
rides, a petting zoo and pony rides.
Among other featured activities will
be face painting, temporary tattoos
and sand art.

On the Main Stage, entertainment
will begin at 10:15 a.m. with per-
formances by the New Jersey Youth
Theater, followed by Boulevard at
11:15 a.m. At noon, the Westfield
YMCA Exercise Demos will per-
form. The final three bands, Cater-
pillar Book Band, Luna Laval and
Reverse Order, will perform at 1:15,
2:30 and 3:45 p.m., accordingly.

FestiFall sponsors include Capitol
One Bank, Kids Directory, Overlook
Hospital, Ray Catena of Union, Jer-
sey Rocks Q104.3, NJ.com, WCBS
FM 101.1, KTU 103.5 and RXP 101.9.

There is no admission fee to at-
tend FestiFall and parking will be
free. The streets in the downtown
area will be closed to vehicular traf-
fic, including Prospect, Elm, East
Broad and Quimby Streets. It is
recommended that visitors park in
the South Avenue train station lot
and cross into the festival area
through the train underpass.

For more information about the
FestiFall celebration, call the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce at (908) 233-3021 or visit
westfieldareachamber.com.
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The Rabbi Barry H. Greene 
Early Childhood Center at TBJ 

Fall Programs for Moms & Babies 
$36/6 sessions with Debbie Evans, LCSW 

Baby Talk Babies, Birth — 8 months

Talk about life with a new baby
Thursdays   starts October 1st from 12-1 pm 

Mostly for Moms Babies 6 – 14 months

Developmental playgroup with music & movement 
Mondays   starts October 5th from 12:30-1:30 pm 

Questions? 973 379 3177 or evabloom@mac.com 

1025 South Orange Avenue, Short Hills  

Local Resident-Executive Creates
 First Laid Off Camp New Jersey

WESTFIELD - Resident and se-
nior partner of the Slater-Trainor
Group at Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney, Mitch Slater has created the
first Laid Off Camp NJ, to be held on
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23, at noon
at William Paterson
University in
Wayne.

Laid Off Camp
NJ will be both a
networking and
training opportunity
for individuals re-
volving their career
search. The focus is
for those who are
struggling to sepa-
rate themselves from the pack in their
job search. The workshops that will
be provided can be a game changer
when it comes to finding a job in this
economy.

Mr. Slater and his co-sponsor,
Project Nextgen, have assembled
some of the most sought out experts
in their fields regarding networking,

resume building, stress management
and other areas, to give people an
edge regardless of their circum-
stances.

Laid Off Camp NJ is a not-for-
profit gathering of
unemployed and
non-traditionally
employed people
who want to share
ideas and learn from
each other. Even the
most competent can
fall victim to unex-
pected roadblocks
during their job
search.

For more infor-
mation, call Mitch

Slater at (973) 660-4785. To register
online, visit http://
laidoffcampnj.eventbrite.com/. Laid
Off Camp NJ also is on facebook for
those interested in staying in touch:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Wayne-NJ/Laid-Off-Camp-NJ/
121335755107.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Mitch Slater

We Care Pet Care Celebrates
10 Years Serving Westfield’s Pets

WESTFIELD – We Care Pet Care
of Westfield is celebrating its 10th
year in business this month.

Lynn Castaldo, owner of We Care
Pet Care, started her dog walking
and pet sitting business with her first
daily dog-walking client, and a few
pet-sitting clients; by the end of the
first year, she had hired her first
part-time person. After 10 years, the
business continues to grow with
many clients served by part-time
and full-time employees.

Ms. Castaldo, a specialist in puppy
care and training, provides not only
dog walking and pet sitting, but also
daily insulin injections for dogs and
cats and all needed care for small
animals and birds.

According to one long-time cli-
ent, “Lynn has taken care of our cat
for ages, and we were so relieved to

know that she could get his medi-
cine into him while we were away.
She allows us to leave without wor-
rying.”

Ms. Castaldo takes her responsi-
bility very seriously. She tailors her
time with each pet individually, fo-
cusing on getting to know the person-
alities of the pets in her care. She is a
certified Canine and Avian Special-
ist, trained in Pet First Aid and CPR.
Hers is truly a one-of-a-kind busi-
ness. “I still can’t believe it has been
10 years,” she said, reflecting on how
fast the time has flown since her first
pet-sitting job in September 1999.

For more information on pet sit-
ting and dog walking, call We Care
Pet Care at (908) 928-1748 or e-mail
wecarepetcare@aol.com

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/xpress

FSP Girl Scout Meeting Set
Tuesday In Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girls ages 5
to 17 in Fanwood and Scotch Plains
are invited to explore new interests,
develop leadership skills, help their
community, and form lifelong friend-
ships by joining Girl Scouts. Adults,
with or without daughters, also can
enjoy these benefits by becoming Girl
Scout volunteers.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Com-
munity of Girl Scouts will hold an
informational meeting for adults and
girls interested in joining the Girl
Scouts on Tuesday, September 22, at
7 p.m. It will take place in the cafete-
ria of Terrill Middle School, located
at 1301 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Kindergarten and first-grade girls
can join Daisy Girl Scouts. Older
girls can join one of more than 90
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout
troops, which span from kindergar-
ten through high school.

To form new troops, especially at
the Daisy level, adult volunteers are
needed to serve as leaders, co-leaders

and assistants. Free training is pro-
vided for all adult volunteers, and
ongoing support is available. Volun-
teers also are needed to help with
short-term projects at the community
level, such as fun events, badge work-
shops and cookie sales.

Girl Scouts are always looking for
guest speakers, ranging from senior
citizens who can share their life expe-
riences, to executives who can share
their business sense, to homemakers
who can share their skills. Girl Scout
badges include every interest area
from aviation to zoology.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains is part of
the Girl Scouts Heart of New Jersey
Council, which covers seven counties
across central New Jersey. For more
information about FSP Girl Scouts,
call Julie Murphy at (908) 322-7963
or visit fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org.
For information on Girl Scouts else-
where in central New Jersey, call the
Westfield Service Center at (908) 232-
3236 or access gshnj.org.

CAU Needs Walkers,
Sponsors for Event

AREA – Community Access Un-
limited (CAU) will host its 11th
Annual Walk-A-Thon on Saturday,
September 26, from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Rahway River Park in
Rahway. Participants in the walk-
a-thon are seeking sponsors who
will pledge money that will be used
to support programs of CAU, a
Union County-based non-profit
social service agency that helps
people with special needs. Mem-
bers of the community are invited
to get involved and help raise
money to support adults with dis-
abilities and at-risk youth.

Corporate sponsors are needed
for the event. Companies providing
$500 or more in sponsorship will
have signage along the walk route,
along with their company name on
the T-shirt given to all walkers.

CAU additionally is in need of
walkers. Its goal is to have walk
teams coordinated this year to make
the event a community fundraiser
and to increase the $24,000 that
was raised last year. Concluding
the walk-a-thon will be a barbecue
picnic for sponsors, walkers and
supporters.

For more information about
sponsorship and to participate in
the day’s activities, contact Katie
Baird, coordinator of marketing
and fundraising, at (908) 354-3040,
extension no. 376,  or
kbaird@caunj.org.

Pet Adoptions Slated
For This Weekend

AREA – Lost Paws Animal Res-
cue, a non-profit animal welfare or-
ganization serving New Jersey, will
sponsor pet adoption events on Satur-
day and Sunday, September 19 and
20, from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. each
day. They will be held at the
PETsMART store in Bridgewater’s
Promenade Mall, located at the inter-
section of Route 28 and Route 287.

Among the many cats and kittens
for adoption will be “Penelope,” a
four-month-old black domestic short-
hair kitten. Currently in a foster home,
she enjoys play time with the children
and other pets. Penelope is up to date
on her vaccinations and will be spayed
and tested for feline leukemia and
FIV as soon as she is old enough. To
adopt, for more information or to see
other pets available for adoption, visit
lpar.petfinder.com.


