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Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

and recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of 
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer”

for Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
908 301 9001  .  www.stahlesq.com

N E W  I D E A S

N E W  L E A D E R S H I P
Paid for by Brennan for Mayor  514 Birch Ave.  Westfield NJ 07090

                         
                                                                                                
                                                                                     

            
 
 
 
 
 

� Computing & Digital Photography 
� Computing for Seniors 
� Creative Arts & Crafts 
� Culinary Arts & Nutrition 
� Dance & Fitness 
� Finance, Business & Legal Issues 
� Personal Growth, Health & Safety 
� Home Improvement  

 

                   See class listing on our website, or find the print version in your mailbox, 
local libraries, and train stations. Register online, by mail or in person at Westfield 
High School Monday evenings during semester 

Many Classes Held Monday Evenings at Westfield High School 
Class lengths from 1 to 8 weeks, start dates vary 

 Fall Semester Starts September 21 
Many New Classes! 

 

� History, Politics & Philosophy 
� Personal Organization 
� Languages, Trips & Travelogues 
� Music & Performing Arts 
� SAT Prep & Driver’s Ed 
� Writing & Publishing 
� Mahjong and Bridge 
� First Aid & CPR  
              ……….and more! 

Register and see class information on our NEW website at  
www.westfieldadultschool.com or call 908-232-4050 

 

We 
Now 
Take 
Credit 
Cards!

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

AARP Volunteer Thanks
Senator Lautenberg for Support

Letters to the Editor

Mayor Andy Skibitsky Should Debate
His Opponent Bill Brennan

I was frankly taken aback and appalled
to learn that Mayor Skibitsky has thus far
refused to debate Judge Brennan in the
weeks leading up to the upcoming may-
oral election. I have always found Mayor
Skibitsky to be quite fair and open-minded
in his conduct of communal affairs, and
do not understand why he would refuse to
engage in this most significant educa-
tional step in the process of electing the
leaders of our community.

I urge the mayor to reconsider and to
offer the citizens of Westfield an opportu-
nity to hear both sides of the many issues
facing us in a civil, impartial setting. I
would hope that The Westfield Leader
would similarly urge him to reconsider.

I look forward to attending such a de-
bate.

Diana Cohen
Westfield

   

By Mayor Nancy Malool

Scotch Plains Town News

In June of this year, [Scotch Plains
Township] enacted ordinance no.
8-09, which created a sanitary sewer
utility. Until this year, all sanitary-
sewer-related costs were included
in the overall local property tax
rate. The township council intro-
duced ordinance no. 8-09 in May,
and a public hearing was held on the
ordinance in June. News of this new
policy was covered at various tele-
vised township council and budget
meetings, in the local newspaper
and on the township website.

Last week, all of the taxpayers in
Scotch Plains received their first
sanitary sewer bill. In spite of what
I had hoped would be sufficient
notice of the new sanitary sewer
utility and related fee for 2009, I am
learning that many taxpayers were
surprised to receive the bill. I rec-
ognize and understand your frus-
tration, and I would like to take this
opportunity to explain and clarify
various elements.

During the 2009 budget process,
the township was faced with vari-
ous constraints, including the most
daunting: a 4 percent tax levy cap
imposed by the State of New Jersey.
The “cap” restriction meant that the
township could not raise taxes more
than approximately $600,000 for
2009. The total increase from the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) for 2009 was $521,000
alone! It is important to note that
RVSA, along with the Plainfield
Area Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA), are the two facilities
where all of the sewage from Scotch
Plains is sent to be treated.

The $521,000 RVSA increase for
2009 did not allow for additional
increases under the state cap re-
striction; yet, the township still had
approximately $1.2 million in
nondiscretionary cost increases (in-
surance, pensions, library, debt ser-
vice, utilities, gasoline and Social
Security) to fund in the annual mu-
nicipal budget. To address these is-
sues, the township further cut
$500,000 from operating expenses
and reduced the work force by eight
positions. Even with these cuts, the
township still could not introduce a
municipal budget within the state
cap restriction. By creating the sani-
tary sewer utility, all sanitary-sewer-
related costs (approximately $2.5
million), were transferred to a sewer
utility budget and taken out of the

The Sewer Utility;
Payments Extended to Nov. 30

tax base. Finally, the township could
introduce a 2009 budget in compli-
ance with state regulations.

The adopted budget reflected a
decrease of approximately eight
cents per $100 of assessed valua-
tion in the municipal portion of the
property tax bill.

This year, homeowners were
billed a flat fee, and non-residential
users were billed based on water
usage using data obtained from New
Jersey American Water. Nonresi-
dential users pay $250 for the first
27,500 gallons of water used, and
one cent per gallon over that amount.
For next year, the township is dis-
cussing the possibility of basing all
bills on water usage.

Over the last week, the township
has received numerous inquiries as
to the accuracy of water usage cal-
culations for non-residential prop-
erties. Please be advised that the
township is currently working with
the billing service provider to iden-
tify any billing errors and make
adjustments as needed. In addition,
I have recommended that the town-
ship council extend the grace pe-
riod for payment of sanitary sewer
utility bills through Monday, No-
vember 30.

I recognize that this bill is diffi-
cult for many and regret that this
sewer utility had to be established.
Given today’s economic environ-
ment and ongoing state regulations
and mandates, municipalities across
New Jersey are struggling with these
types of issues. We in Scotch Plains
are committed to continuing to look
for ways to reduce municipal costs
in order to reduce the burden on our
property owners without sacrific-
ing the essential services that our
residents need and deserve.

Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains Mayor

Why Was Summertime Not
Considered for South Ave. Project?

Why didn’t anyone at the DWC think
it would have been a better idea to start
and finish the South Avenue project dur-
ing the summer, when the train parking
lot had 20 percent less cars rather than

after Labor Day when it disrupts com-
muters who have to park at the station?

Michael Einbinder
Westfield

Gov. Livingston HS Turns Off
Water Fountains as Flu Precaution

Editor’s Note: This letter was pub-
lished on the website of Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights.

As you are all probably aware of at this
point, the water fountains have been taken
out of service throughout the building.
This action is in response to the advise-
ment of the CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention) and State of New
Jersey with regards to avoiding the spread
of the flu. Because the public water foun-
tains are not accessible, we are allowing
students to bring water bottles from home
and have access to them during the school
day. We ask that our students try to use the
times between classes and at the begin-
ning and end of class periods to drink
their water to avoid any class disruptions.

Additionally, there are some areas of the
building such as computer and science
labs that we will not allow access to water
bottles for safety reasons.

Our district will continue to take a pro-
active approach, and we remain in con-
stant communication with state, county
and local health officials. As new or up-
dated information is provided, we will
continue to communicate any changes
that may impact our students, their fami-
lies and the operation of the school build-
ing.

Thanks for your cooperation and un-
derstanding as we work together.

Scott McKinney, Principal
Governor Livingston High School

Berkeley Heights

Gene Jannotti for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD DEEDS...Volunteers of UNICO continue their fix-up work at the Westfield
Armory on Sunday by painting the dining room for the troops who are scheduled
to return to Westfield on November 14 for a Welcome Home Parade and
Celebration.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT...Les Marmitons, Rich Dreher of Westfield and Bob
Rial of Cranford, team up with the Arc of Union County to ready the charity Wine
and Cheese Tasting party to be held on October 17 at the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey in Summit.

Too often, we see negative letters and
editorials in our state’s newspapers, so I
am very happy to be writing this letter on
a more positive note.

I work closely with several New Jersey
legislators both at the state and federal
level. As a volunteer for AARP’s Execu-
tive Council, I often attend meetings with
members of Congress and the U.S. Senate
both in Washington, D.C., and here in the
Garden State.

Recently, one of our senators has
stepped forward to support four impor-
tant bills that are all supported by AARP.

Senator Frank Lautenberg has recently
agreed to co-sponsor The Retooling the
Health Care Workforce for an Aging
America Act (S245), the Medicare Fi-

nancial Stability for Beneficiaries Act
(S1185), the Home and Community Bal-
anced Incentives Act of 2009 (S 1256)
and the Medicare Transitional Care Act
of 2009 (S 1295), which will help curb the
trend of 20 percent of Medicare patients
having to be readmitted into the hospital
just 30 days after being discharged.

These extra hospital stays and treat-
ments come with a hefty annual price tag
of 17 billion dollars.

Senator Lautenberg is to be commended
for his leadership and support of these key
issues.

Ken Lindhorst, volunteer, AARP
New Jersey Executive Council,

Summit

Chamber Study Highlights New
Jersey’s Innovative Contributions

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce’s Global Intellec-
tual Property Center (GIPC) this week re-
leased a report highlighting New Jersey’s
contributions to America’s innovation
economy. This study is part of GIPC’s State
Fact Sheets, which provide a look at the
roles innovation and creativity play in each
state. The report highlights local companies
and facts demonstrating how innovation
and creativity — which are safeguarded by
strong IP rights — serve as a driving force
behind economic recovery and future
growth.

“New Jersey is a leader in America’s
innovative economy,” said Dr. Mark Esper,
executive vice president of the Chamber’s
GIPC. In 2007 alone, New Jersey ranked
fourth in the nation with 3,154 patents granted.

“In 2004 alone,” he added, “ film produc-
tion contributed more than $80 million to
the state’s economy. In addition, New Jer-
sey employed 205,700 high-tech workers
in 2006, who earned $18.4 billion in wages.

Mr. Esper noted examples of innovation
and creativity in New Jersey. Biotech com-
panies based in New Jersey spent $1.2
billion in 2007 on research and develop-
ment. New Jersey is home to some of the
world’s leading health care products com-
panies, including Johnson and Johnson,
Wyeth, and Merck and Co., Inc.

“Indeed New Jerseyans are proven inno-
vators,” said Mr. Esper. “Thomas Edison
invented the light bulb in his famous Menlo
Park’s ‘invention factory’ in 1876. Lloyd
Conover, a New Jersey researcher, invented

tetracycline, which became the most pre-
scribed antibiotic in the U.S. three years
after its invention in 1923. America has a
unique story to tell, and New Jersey plays a
large role in this story.”

To learn more, see
theglobalipcenter.com.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

October Wine and
Cheese Event Oct. 17
AREA - Combining their love of food

with supporting a good cause, members of
the Cranford chapter of Les Marmitons
have volunteered to serve hor d’oevres at
The Arc of Union County’s upcoming Wine
and Cheese Tasting event. The event, which
commemorates The Arc’s 60 years in the
community, is being held at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey in Summit on Satur-
day, October 17, from 4 to 8 p.m.

Les Marmitons is an international club of
gentlemen who share a common interest in
fine food, wine and the culinary arts. Inter-
ested persons are invited to contact Richard
at rdreher@cranfordmarmitons.org.

The Arc is a nonprofit organization which
serves children and adults with develop-
mental disabilities and their families.

All proceeds from the event will help
support The Arc’s services and programs in
the community. For additional information
about The Arc, visit www.arcunion.org.

The public is welcome to join the cel-
ebration and help make this fundraising
event a success. For more information, please
call Debbie Dreher at (973) 315-0060.


