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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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World Is At War With
Terrorists, Not Islam

Vo-Tech Kids Should
Receive Same Treatment

Thanks to Bakeries’
Donations to Pantries
Our grateful thanks go out to three

local bakeries, which have supplied us
with bread and pastries for the food pan-
tries we have replenished for over three
years. They are generous and helpful in
donating their second-day baked goods to
us. Panera, Westfield; Bake Zone,
Mountainside; and Stop ‘n’ Shop,
Westfield.

We have six teams, which pick up at
the above bakeries and then deliver to: St.
John’s, Elizabeth; Puerta de Paz, Eliza-
beth; Westfield Food Pantry; Scotch
Plains Food Pantry; Plainfield Food Pan-
try; Salvation Army, Plainfield; Grace’s
Episcopal Church, Plainfield; St. John’s,
Elizabeth, and Waste not, want not.

Evelyn MacRitchie
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Outreach Program
Westfield

Holding Festival on Rosh HaShanah
Is a Message of ‘Intolerance’

Questioning Timing
Of South Ave. Work

With schools starting September 9, and
three schools being close to or around the
South Avenue circle (Holy Trinity,
McKinley, and Westfield High School),
the train commuter parking lot full to
capacity after a long summer, and as a
Westfield taxpayer, I am curious to find
out why the town had to start the “South
Ave Sidewalk Project,” closing one lane
on South Avenue and ripping out side-
walks, the week school starts.

This seems to be a real lack of judg-
ment, since there was all summer to get
this job done. It is not only a pain in the
neck for commuters and taking children
to school, it is also a safety hazard for
people that walk to the train station.

In addition to the poor timing, there is
no sign stating how long this project will
be taking place.

Seriously, was this the best time to get
this started? I am a Westfield taxpayer,
commuter and have a child a near by
school. What was the town thinking?

Robin Mellusi
Westfield

Former WF Resident
Delights in ‘Devil’s Den’

What a delight to see “The Devil’s
Den” return to The Leader on Sep-
tember 3. After a half-century away
from Westfield, I still subscribe to
The Leader but sometimes wonder
why. Then the “Den” comes back and
throws out a few names from the past,
and once again, I am connected with
my old hometown.

Don Miller
Arlington County, Va.

Mountainside Resident ‘Disappointed’
Over Theft of Family’s Soccer Ball

Resident: ‘Have We
Reached Dystopia?’

I was on Broad Street at the doctor’s
office this morning (Monday) having
some stitches removed. While I was there,
a fire truck, an EMS unit and a town
ambulance came and blocked the road
and the doctor’s driveway. The men rushed
over to a nearby pediatrician’s office.

I was appalled and horrified, when two
women went back into the doctor’s office
to complain that the fire truck was block-
ing their exit and they couldn’t get to their
hair appointment. The nurse then had to
leave the doctor’s office to find the emer-
gency personnel to ask them to move the
fire truck and the ambulance so that the
ladies could leave the parking area.

What kind of callous, uncompassionate,
heartless, inhumane people have we be-
come? The emergency personnel were
there to try and save a young life. What
would five minutes mean to these women
(to save a life)?

Have we reached dystopia (An imagi-
nary place or state in which the condition
of life is extremely bad, as from depriva-
tion, oppression, or terror.)?

Carl Swenson
Westfield

I thought it was irresponsible and un-
necessarily inflammatory of you to de-
scribe the perpetrators of the September
11 massacres as “Muslim” in the headline
of the September 10 Westfield Leader.
The overwhelming majority of Muslims
are peace-loving and conciliatory, but
headlines such as this tend to stir up
feelings that all Muslims are guilty of
hatred and violence.

Does the media describe Bernie Madoff
as a “Jewish swindler?” Is Hitler ever
described as a “Christian mass murderer?”

I personally have been terrorized and

have had my life threatened by American
wing-nuts who disagreed with letters that
I have written to various publications
criticizing Sarah Palin, so I can assure
you and Leader readers that terrorism and
hatred are alive and well among all sec-
tors of humanity, and you have done us all
a disservice by identifying the madmen
involved in the September 11 plot by their
religion. The world is at war with terror-
ism, not Islam.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Regarding your article of September
10, 2009 “MS BOE Hears Concerns About
Busing and Safety,” I would like to ad-
dress an inaccuracy in your description of
my statement to the board. I did not ask
for “a stop on Summit Road” but rather
for a bus stop north of Route 22 and east
of Summit Road.

Additionally, while Ms. Schaumberg
said, “There are larger districts that have
one stop for UCVTS [Union County Vo-

cational-Technical School] students,”
those districts have high schools.

In Mountainside, all high school stu-
dents are bused out of town, and the
students attending Governor Livingston
are granted numerous bus pick-up points.
There is no reason why UCVTS students
should be receiving lesser treatment.

Irwin Greene
Mountainside

My wife and I, along with a son and his
friend, were playing tennis on Labor Day
at the courts by borough hall in
Mountainside. We had brought a soccer
ball but had left it on a nearby softball
field just out of the line-of-sight of the
court we chose to use. Within half an
hour, the ball was taken.

Only three people passed us during that
time: a couple who stayed to play on an
adjacent court and a child who rode up on
a bicycle, left it on a nearby trail, ran
toward the softball field and then van-
ished. We paid little attention to either
event until our son and his friend wanted
to play soccer instead of tennis and found
that the ball was gone.

Why would a child take something that
was not his and had someone else’s name
on it? Mountainside’s Recreation Depart-
ment gives soccer balls to its participants
as part of the instructional program, so
there is a good chance that this child

already received at least one.
Why would a child take something that

was not his or hers when there were other
children around? Parents are responsible
for teaching their child right and wrong,
which include appropriate actions at times
like this.

Most Mountainside families do not
suffer from either need or want, espe-
cially when it comes to sports equipment.
This soccer ball will more likely than not
end up in a pile of other round objects and
be lost until the next yard sale or donation
drive.

I am disappointed that a child who my
family probably knows has not acted as
either his own family or I should have
expected and hope that he will learn sooner
rather than later what the correct choice
should have been.

Rich Schmedel
Mountainside

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to the Westfield Chamber of Com-
merce and copied to the newspaper.

I write with great dismay to learn that
despite objections from potential vendors
of the Jewish faith, the Westfield Fall
Festival will take place on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, 2009, one of the holiest days
of the year on the Jewish calendar, Rosh
HaShanah.

I certainly do understand how tight the
calendar can be, but do note that my own
community is holding its similar event,
today, September 13, so as not to make
our Jewish residents choose between the
secular and non-secular worlds. And, yes,
although my congregation is located in
Springfield, I have many families who

live in Westfield whom are members of
my congregation, some of whom are po-
tential vendors.

However, what disturbs me the most is
the profound negative lesson being taught
to the youth of Westfield, regardless of
their religion. The Chamber of Commerce
of Westfield is making a clear statement
that commercialism is more important
than our constitutional right of freedom
of religion and to practice it. Instead of
teaching tolerance and mutual respect,
your message is that of intolerance and
that the true god of your organization is
the almighty dollar!

Mark Mallach, Rabbi
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael

Springfield

Resident Hears No Response
From Corzine, Christie, Lance

During the last few weeks, I contacted
Governor Jon Corzine on his campaign
website, and I called Congressman
Leonard Lance at his Westfield office
with the following questions and to date
not a word from either one.

Dear Governor Corzine:
“I understand that you consider that the

U.S. Attorney under both [Chris] Christie
and [Acting U.S. Attorney for New Jer-
sey Ralph] Marra have become tinted by
politics. That being the case, do you con-
sider that any of the 130 people that Mr.
Christie brought to justice and the recent
44 that Mr. Marra arrested and indicted
are innocent and should not have been
arrested, prosecuted and/or convicted?

In addition, do you consider that more
Democrats were arrested and convicted
than Republicans proves this to be the
case? However, should this be true, can
you explain why our state AG did not
pursue those Republicans who are also
abusing their office? She did actively
address concert tickets for Bruce
Springsteen and your e-mails in the courts.
Does this seem like the best utilization of
state resources and funds?

In order to provide full disclosure, I
will forward a copy of this letter to the
media.”

The following is the question I asked
Congressman Lance’s office.

After seeing and reading The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times interview with
Congressman Lance on his “Yes” vote on
cap-and-trade, I do not understand his
actions. In particular, the congressman
stated that he was happy to see the Senate
take its time with the this bill (HR-2454),
and since China and India refuse to go
along with the control of emissions, then
the bill should not go forward. I wanted to
ask him: did these two countries change
their stances, and if not, then why did he
vote for the bill? He did not do due dili-
gence such to assure that these two coun-
tries met his criteria for voting “Yes.”
This now depends on the likes of our two
very liberal senators, who I have no doubt
will vote along the party lines and ap-
prove it.

I would like to point out that I wrote
two letters on cap-and-trade to Congress-
man Lance, received one “boiler plate”
response. These letters were published by
The Times. Since then, I have learned that
additional energy professionals have lost
their jobs. This I predicted, and was ig-
nored by Congressman Lance. In addi-
tion, Congressman, I have received sev-
eral thanks from those who have read my
previously mentioned letters.

Congressman Lance arrogantly stated
that he voted on difficult issues before in
Trenton and was punished by his party.
That sounds good, but congressman, this
time it is not your party that you need to
worry about, it is us voters. We will look
for other options to say the least when you
are up for re-election, and your party is
forewarned that they should come up

with a good candidate or the Democrats
may have your seat!

Congressman Lance notified me via e-
mail that he was going to have a telephone
town hall and asked me if I would like to
participate. I spent the time putting to-
gether my questions, including the above
one and waited for the call, which never
came.

This only highlights that the congress-
man refuses to face his [constituents],
refuses to return their calls and then does
not call them for his town hall. This is a
course of action that we as voters and
taxpayers are becoming more and more
displeased with.

In order to be fair and balanced, I must
mention that I did contact the Christie
Campaign asking for Mr. Christie’s speak-
ing engagements in my area. The only
thing that I hear back from them is volun-
teer opportunities or pleas for cash.

It is remarkable that Governor Corzine,
Governor want-a-be Christie or Congress-
man Lance refuse to talk to those whose
votes they need to stay in or gain their
office.

I did attend an energy conference in
Westfield’s Library and hoped to meet
each. However, I found that neither the
Governor nor Mr. Christie could take the
time to attend but was represented by
another person(s). Mr. [Chris] Daggett
did in fact attend. The Christie surrogate,
Mr. Rick Dovey, failed to know what Mr.
Christie’s position was on several issues
and actually expressed delight on a fuel
supplier that lost business during this
very serious recession as a result of wind
turbines. There was no mention of pro-
viding an alternate income to the dis-
placed worker by any of the other two. It
is becoming obvious that if you work or
did work in the existing energy business,
you are expendable to these three and
many organizations.

We are seeing a greater awareness by
the voters of your actions. As proof, just
take a look at the Tea Parties, town hall
meetings, the reported addiction of the
public to conservative media. Should you
continue to ignore us, understand that we
are watching, have long memories and
will vote accordingly.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Letters to
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Does Retirement of Fanwood Police
Chief Present Merger Option?

Fanwood Police Chief Donald Domanoski
has announced his retirement after 32 years
with the department, the last seven as chief.
While we are sorry to see him go, doesn’t this
provide the perfect opportunity for Scotch
Plains and Fanwood to consider whether or not
merging the police departments makes sense?
We understand there would be many issues
involved.

Earlier this year, supported by a state study
grant, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool announced the
creation of a shared-services committee to look
at ways to reduce costs for municipal operations
in the two towns.

One obstacle for merging the police depart-
ments is that Scotch Plains utilizes civil-service
hiring practices while Fanwood does not — an
issue that would have to be dealt with as part of
discussions.

A merger of the police departments makes a
lot of sense to us from several aspects. Both
towns already share a school system and a tax
assessor. Talks are in progress to create one
library for both communities. From a logisti-
cal standpoint, Scotch Plains police currently
have to pass through Fanwood to get to the
southern part of the township. Additionally,
Martine Avenue is a major thoroughfare in
both communities as are Westfield Road and

South Avenue.
Both towns would have to determine how to

split the revenue from tickets between the two
communities. Merging police personnel in both
communities and determining the location for a
merged department creates issues. Scotch Plains
just completed a renovation of its municipal
building, expanding office space for its police
department. Perhaps, that’s where a consolida-
tion would end up.

We believe the shared-services committee
members would be remiss if they did not at least
look at this opportunity before Fanwood hires a
new police chief at a six-figure salary. Doesn’t a
combined department make both financial and
operational sense?

A few years ago, Fanwood missed taking
advantage of a similar opportunity when the
position of recreation director became vacant in
2006. Rather than considering merging its rec-
reation department with Scotch Plains, the bor-
ough gave the job to a member of the recreation
commission.

The retirement of Chief Domanoski gives
Fanwood and Scotch Plains another opportunity
to save taxpayers’ money.

The prospects of change often create passion
and resistance. The emotions of home rule are
strong. A century ago, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains split apart. Is a merger now in the air?

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Parle – To converse
2. Pisk – The common nighthawk of

America
3. Fecundation – The act of making

fruitful or prolific
4. Vaca – A cow in the Southwest

OSSARIUM
1. A vase or pitcher with three handles
2. A receptacle for the bones or ashes of

the dead
3. A section of a hospital that special-

izes in the treatment of bone and spinal
cord diseases

4. The skull with crossbones
SOREMA

1. A mass of carpels in a single flower
2. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
3. Gout in the hand
4. The passage or velosity of red blood

cells
KERATIN

1. An astringent or repellent
2. An albuminous substance forming

the principal matter of hair and nails
3. An orange vegetable pigment
4. The hard outer shell of the thoracic

region of an insect, such as with an ant or
beetle

ASSOT
1. A war horse
2. Utter dismay; astonishment
3. To infatuate
4. A parasitic worm such as the tape-

worm

Sewerage Authorities;
‘Monster from the Id?’

Regardless of the struggle by the Township of
Scotch Plains to smoothly implement a new
sewer authority, there are glitches. Basically,
massive fee increases from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) had to be passed
on to the taxpayers somehow. In one aspect, it
seems fair that institutions not paying property
taxes, thus not previously charged for sewage,
are now charged.

In other respects, governments at all levels,
authorities and school systems prove to be un-
able to curb their growth, borrowing and expen-
ditures. Creating a sewerage authority, such as
in Scotch Plains and previously in Clark, is just
another way to avoid facing cost control. Every-
thing is so programmed, like a massive, ubiqui-
tous computer, to always go up. It’s a machine
we all participated in creating.

Clark residents were promised that their new
sewerage authority overall would reduce costs
to the taxpayers. Unfortunately, this did not
result and the Township of Clark is now suing
the RVSA.

We hope that the new Scotch Plains Sewerage
Authority can correct their startup problems and
run smoothly in the future.

With regard to government growth, borrowing
and spending, are we not now hitting a brick
wall?

For old time movie buffs, do you remember
the 1956 science fiction movie, “Forbidden
Planet”?” The question raised in that film was
can the “Monster from the Id,” created by the
Krell machine, ever be brought under control?

Is government now our Krell machine and can
the monster ever be brought under control?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


