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WALKING THE TOWN…Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council candidate
Keith Loughlin, right, discusses town issues with Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Campaign Release: Loughlin for WF Council
Keith Loughlin Pledges to
Increase Communication

As a candidate for Westfield Town
Council’s fourth ward, I am able to
speak with numerous residents each
week as I walk door to door in our
neighborhoods. During these conver-
sations, I continue to learn more about
those issues of greatest importance to
us in the fourth ward. As your coun-
cilman, I will maintain our estab-
lished relationship and continue this
open communication and dialogue
with the residents to effectively deal
with your concerns.

For the past four years, I have vol-
unteered with Mayor Andy Skibitsky
at his weekly Saturday morning of-
fice hours at town hall. During these
meetings, we have met with hundreds
of residents to discuss their concerns.

If elected, I will continue to offer
weekly office hours for your conve-
nience. I will also be open and acces-
sible to all residents, whether in per-
son, through e-mail or by telephone.

As I have detailed in The Westfield
Leader over the past weeks, I will
work to implement a plan of action
for our town. My focus will be con-
trolling municipal spending, improv-
ing our roads, preserving our parks,

supporting green technologies, work-
ing with neighboring towns to share
services and reduce expenses, and
keeping Westfield a great place for us
to call home. In the coming weeks, I
will continue to walk in our neighbor-
hoods to meet you and earn your
support. As always, if you have any
questions, would like more informa-
tion, or would like to show your sup-
port by wearing our orange t-shirt,
visit  keithloughlin.com.

GOP Release: Bratti for SP Council
Bratti Kicks Off Walking Campaign

TALKING TO VOTERS... Scotch Plains Councilman candidate Dominick Bratti,
left, is joined by GOP State Assembly candidate Bo Vastine during his door-to-
campaign on Sunday.

Scotch Plains Councilman
Dominick Bratti, a Republican, offi-
cially kicked off his campaign for re-
election to township council by hit-
ting the streets last weekend. Mr. Bratti
started off going door-to-door on the
north side of town on Saturday. On
Sunday, he was joined by Republican
Bo Vastine, a candidate for the New
Jersey State Assembly.

Mr. Bratti said he intends to go to as
many houses as he can prior to the
November election and that he wel-
comes feedback from the residents.

“We have accomplished a lot in this
town, but it would be naive to think
that there is still not a lot to do. I think

we all need to hear what the residents
have to say first hand,” Mr. Bratti said.

Mr. Bratti and his wife, Donna, are
18-year residents of Scotch Plains
and have two children. Mr. Bratti is a
labor and employment attorney who
recently moved his practice to the
firm at Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
where he is a partner.

In addition to being on the town-
ship council for the last year, he has
served on the township’s planning
board and environmental commis-
sion. He also serves on the Board of
Trustees of Youth Consultation Ser-
vice, Inc. and was board chairman
from 2006 to 2008.
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State Files Suit Against
Brake-O-Rama Chain
ELIZABETH – The New Jersey At-

torney General through its Division of
Consumer Affairs has filed suit against
the Lodi-based Brake-O-Rama , alleg-
ing that the company’s repair shops
charged consumers for work that was
not performed.

Brake-O-Rama, which operates 13
retail locations including Elizabeth,
allegedly advertised and sold motor
vehicle inspection services when its
stores were not licensed by the state
Motor Vehicle Commission to per-
form inspections.
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Property Tax Relief Deadlines
Extended To November 2

SCOTCH PLAINS — Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) advises eligible
homeowners and tenants to take ad-
vantage of extended deadlines to ap-
ply for the 2008 New Jersey Home-
stead Rebate and 2008 Property Tax
Reimbursement programs. Residents
now have until November 2 to submit
their applications to the New Jersey
Division of Taxation.

The Property Tax Reimbursement
Program will reimburse eligible New
Jersey residents the difference be-
tween the amount of property taxes
paid for the base year (the year first
eligible) and the amount paid for the
2008 tax year. All eligible recipients
must be 65 or older and/or have re-
ceived Social Security disability from
December 31, 2007 through Decem-
ber 31, 2008. Residents must live in
New Jersey for 10 years and own and
live in the home applying for reim-

bursement for three years.
Also, applicants must claim with

the income requirements for 2007 and
2008. Residents applying for the 2008
reimbursement must have total income
for 2007 that is $60,000 or less and for
2008 that is $70,000 or less.

For more information visit
s ta te .n j .us / t reasury/ taxa t ion/
ptrelig.shtml. For questions regard-
ing the Property Tax Reimbursement
program, call (800) 882-6597. To
check the status of a filed application,
call (800) 882-6597.

Homestead Rebate applications can
be filed by calling (877) 658-2972 or
filed online at state.nj.us/treasury/
taxation. Two state hotlines have also
been established to answer any ques-
tions residents may have.
Homeowners can dial (888) 238-
1233, while tenants can dial (888)
213-8623 to reach a New Jersey State
Division of Taxation representative.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

WF DEM Release: Brennan for Mayor

Brennan Learns From
Door-To-Door Campaigning

Labor Day marked the end of the
summer door-to-door visits by Bill
Brennan in his quest to become the
mayor of Westfield.

“I’m glad that the fall weather will be
more conducive to walking, but I did
lose a couple of pounds,” quipped Mr.
Brennan. Going door-to-door was a “tre-
mendous learning experience,” he said.

“Generally speaking, I believe
you aren’t learning much when your
lips are moving. It was good to lis-
ten. I learned a lot and people were
very enthusiastic about my candi-
dacy.

“Everyone agrees that our present
mayor is a nice guy, but people are
upset over a host of issues. People
were very receptive to our campaign
of new ideas and the need for change.
Almost everyone I spoke to is con-
cerned about increasing taxes and
decreasing services. Many
homeowners were surprised to learn
that Andy hasn’t attended a single
budget meeting in the four years that
he has been mayor. They also strongly
oppose the fact that budget meetings
are held behind closed doors and not
open to the public. People are not
happy that raises were given to town
employees at a time when many resi-
dents did not receive raises.

“Residents are trying to cut corners
with their own personal finances and
expect their politicians to do the same
with their tax dollars. Many retired
Westfielders are considering selling
their homes due to the high taxes and
the fact that they are on a fixed in-
come. I guaranteed the residents that
I would be at every meeting, scruti-
nizing every line item in the budget
and being a watchdog of their hard-
earned money.

“The deteriorating condition of our
roads was also a major concern voiced
on the campaign trail. Almost every
street is riddled with potholes. We can

do a better job preserving our roads.
Concern for the continued vitality
of our downtown was also a huge
issue. People noted the store clos-
ings and it was hard to find some-
body who wasn’t complaining about
the aggressive overtime ticketing
practices. A common theme was
that we should be more welcoming
to shoppers instead of driving them
out of town to shop elsewhere. Times
are tough and we shouldn’t make it
tougher.

“People were interested in my rec-
ommendations to improve pedestrian
safety and my plan, as our former
judge, to curtail speeding and other
motor vehicle offenses. I also had many
interesting conversations regarding my
action plan for shared services, im-
provement of our playing fields and
implementation of an environmental
commission. Everyone I met was very
appreciative that I stopped by to listen
to their concerns. A common question
I was asked was why the mayor re-
fuses to debate me.

“I told them I was equally con-
cerned that the mayor has refused to
address the issues. I would keep push-
ing for debates but suggested that they
should track him down and ask him to
explain his refusal. Several citizens
also noted that they saw the council
meetings where the mayor refused to
answer my questions concerning the
budget.

“I look forward to meeting many
other Westfielders in the coming
months as I continue my door-to-
door campaign and invite people to
view my website at
brennanformayor.net. “The mayor
will have a tremendous money ad-
vantage over our campaign but we
are trying to do more with less and
are making up for what we don’t
have with hard work in a true
grassroots campaign.”

MEETING THE VOTERS...Westfield Democratic Mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan speaks to a resident while recently door-to-door campaigning.


