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POLICE BLOTTER

Maggie Diggory for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MODERN TRANSPORTATION…Horse-drawn carriage rides were among the
various activities and games available as part of the first Union County Fair held
during MusicFest at Oak Ridge Park in Clark last weekend.

Gene Jannotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PREPARING WELCOME HOME...Soldiers at the Westfield Armory relax last
Sunday in a room newly renovated by Westfield UNICO volunteers. They
discussed Welcome Home Parade details for the troops on Saturday, November
14, in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Second Lt. Dipietro, Spec.
Gada, Spec. Lapinig, Sgt. Nutter, Sgt. Martin, Second Lt. Tousaint and Sgt. First
Class Auriemma, and standing, Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Asw. Nancy Munoz,
Second Lt. Crispin Gino, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Asm. Jon Bramnick.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH…Several Hanford Place residents in Westfield
were victims of automobile break-ins in August. Sharon McSorley opened her
home to her neighbors to hear from Captain David Wayman, Lt. Joseph Costanzo
and Mayor Andy Skibitsky on details of the break-ins and how neighbors can help
prevent future crimes of this nature. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Bill
Gundrum, Sam Skrnich, Captain Wayman and Michael Iwanciki; middle row,
Mayor Skibitsky, Detective Costanzo, Ms. McSorley and Cheryl Notari, and front
row, Sue Conover (sitting), Monica Gundrum, Katie Bartlet-Schneider, Linda
Lavelle, Kelly Higgins and Maureen Higgins.

Energy Focus of Governor’s
Race During Library Forum

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Mark Elliot of
Environment New Jersey, a non-
profit environment group, chaired
an event September 8 at the Westfield
Memorial Library to invite the
state’s gubernatorial candidates to
discuss their position on renewable
energy. Independent candidate for
Governor of New Jersey Chris
Daggett was joined by Rick Dovey
of the Atlantic City Utilities Au-
thority who represented Republi-
can candidate Chris Christie and
Assemblyman John McKeon (D-
27, West Orange) who represented
Governor Jon Corzine.

Members of the public packed
the meeting room to ask questions
and hear the responses of the can-
didate and representatives. Issues
of wind and solar energy, the coal
plant proposed in Linden, nuclear
power plants as an alternative to
solar and wind for clean energy, a
liquid natural gas plant proposed
in the Atlantic Ocean off New Jer-
sey were just some of the topics
discussed.

All three speakers supported some
form of clean energy plan.

Mr. Dovey said that when speak-
ing to Mr. Christie briefly at various
meetings with the candidate, his
impression of Mr. Christie’s stance
on the energy plan was, “I know his
heart is in this direction.” He said
Mr. Christie has “a strong commit-
ment to build on what was accom-
plished” and he has “a sense of
immediacy.”

Mr. McKeon said Mr. Corzine
has put a master plan in place for
renewable energy; the plan’s goal is
to provide energy to one-third of
households in the state.

Mr. Daggett said, “We need to be
realistic about goals.” He called Mr.
Corzines’s plan “unrealistic,” say-
ing it “is not going to be cheap.”

“I’m not saying it is not money
well spent. I do believe there is a
cost. Solar and wind are more costly
in terms of overall dollars of kilo-
watt hours,” he said.

“I don’t think the people of New
Jersey appreciate the depth of our
money problems,” Mr. Daggett said
later when asked if a new level of
bureaucracy should be created to
manage the energy plan. “We have
a hole in our projected budget next
year that will make everybody stop
in their tracks.”

Mr. Dagget told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times he did not
have a financial plan for energy.

“We’re not sure we can generate
[enough energy] to serve the needs
of everyone in this region,” Mr.
Daggett said. He also said storage
of unused energy is an issue as “you
can’t always rely on the sun shining
or the wind blowing.”

Mr. Daggett said the state needs
to invest in higher education to build
up research and development. Mr.
Dovey said Mr. Christie agreed.

Mr. Daggett noted that pharma-
ceutical companies are leaving the
state because of a lack of invest-
ment in higher education. He said
research and development is neces-
sary to develop new technologies to
aid in reducing global warming.

When asked about the state’s
opinion on liquid natural gas, Mr.

McKeon said Governor Corzine has
already put liquid natural gas on the
table and he thought he would not
remove it from his options. Mr.
Daggett said, “I couldn’t support
that.” Mr. Dovey said Mr. Christie
does not have a position on the
issue.

Some in attendance had opposed
the proposed coal plant in Linden.
Mr. Daggett said the Co2 plant is
“problematic for me.” Mr. McKeon
and Mr. Dovey each said the candi-
dates did not have a position on the
plant.

When asked how the candidates
stood on building a better infra-
structure for renewable energy, Mr.
McKeon said, “The key…is the in-
vestment in the smart grid.” He said
the governor’s master plan has been
to get “significant investments” for
a new grid.

Mr. Dovey said Mr. Christie “un-
derstood the improvements in the
grid.”

Mr. Daggett responded that, “We
have borrowed our way into a hole
that puts us in deep trouble… “We
don’t have money to do some of the
matching funds for our transporta-
tion needs,” Mr. Dagget said. He
said the electric grids, among other
infrastructure, are in need of work.
“We better do it (upgrade the infra-
structure) sooner rather than later.”

Nuclear power plants produce
clean energy but leave an issue of
disposing of the depleted uranium.
“I recognize some of the pitfalls,
but by the same token, it is the only
energy generation system that can
provide lots of power with minimal
amounts of impact from the stand-
point of global warming,” Mr.
Daggett said. “To just ignore
that…I’m not sure it’s good public
policy.”

The Christie campaign does not
have a position on nuclear power,
Mr. Dovey said.

Mr. McKeon said the governor
would “see what’s best” and that
the governor has “not included
nuclear as part of the puzzle.”

Fred Profeta, deputy mayor of
Maplewood, asked how the gover-
nor would meet the goals in the
master plan over the next 11 years,
considering only about 3 percent of
the goal to have 30 percent clean
renewable energy by 2020 has been
met in the last three-and-a-half
years. “We are not going to make it
at this rate,” he said.

Mr. McKeon said the financial
incentives are in place. The gover-
nor has set aside $12 million in tax
credits for companies who build
offshore wind farms. Mr. McKeon
told The Times that Exxon and
PSE&G have showed an interest in
building wind farms.

Mr. Daggett said, “We need to
improve the bureaucratic process to
approve these things.” He told The
Times that buildings off exit 8A off
the New Jersey Turnpike could be a
source for installation of solar pan-
els on the buildings’ roofs.

Mr. Dovey suggested placing so-
lar fields on landfills and
brownfields sites, and realigning the
EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), DEP and Rutgers
University experts to build a team
responsible in explaining how re-
newable energy works.

ing a proposed ordinance regarding
landscaping businesses operating in
Scotch Plains.

Construction Official and Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta reminded the
board that in May the township coun-
cil approved an ordinance taking the
governing body out of the appeals
process regarding land use board ap-
provals.

For the past three decades, local
law had allowed objectors to a board
application to appeal an approval to
the township council, although that
avenue had been used just once dur-
ing that time. The revised ordinance,
which had the planning board’s back-
ing, requires all appeals to proceed
directly to state superior court.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Monday, September 21.
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Westfield
Sunday, September 6, Jamal J. Taylor,

20, of Morristown was arrested on a $125
Newark criminal warrant during a motor
vehicle investigation on the 500 block of
West Broad Street. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance per
the Newark Police Department.

Sunday, September 6, Kevin Jacobs-
Persaud, 19, of Morristown was arrested
on an outstanding $500 Morris Township
traffic warrant during a motor vehicle
investigation on the 500 block of West
Broad Street. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, September 7, Kevin Sheridan,
38, of Vauxhall was arrested on an out-
standing $150 Maplewood criminal war-
rant after initially being stopped for speed-
ing in the area of East Broad and North
Chestnut Streets. Sheridan was issued a
summons for not having his driver’s li-
cense in his possession. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, September 8, after being
stopped on Central Avenue for motor
vehicle violations, Chivone Davis, 29, of
Newark was arrested on an outstanding
$150 Elizabeth traffic warrant. She was
committed to the Union County jail on
default of bail.

Tuesday, September 8, John Dames,
3rd, 34, of Rahway was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an outstanding
$1,133 Westfield criminal warrant. Fur-
ther investigation revealed that a $500
Toms River traffic warrant also had been
issued for him. He was unable to post bail
and committed to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, September 8, Michael
Palumbo, 40, of Colonia was arrested at
the Summit Police Department on out-
standing traffic warrants from Westfield
and Roselle, in the amounts of $841 and
$600, respectively. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 9, Hushin
Scott, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the Roselle Park Police Department on
an outstanding $500 Westfield traffic
warrant. He was processed and held on
default of bail.

Wednesday, September 9, Tony Hines,
40, of Plainfield was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of East South and
Central Avenues on two warrants, includ-
ing a no-bail warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office (UCSO) and a
$530 Plainfield criminal warrant. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
UCSO. Hines also was issued a summons
for a seatbelt violation.

Wednesday, September 9, after being
stopped on South Avenue for a motor
vehicle violation, Shona Douglass, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested on multiple out-
standing warrants. They included a $1,398
Piscataway criminal warrant, a $500
Tinton Falls criminal warrant and three
Tinton Falls traffic warrants totaling $500,
a $334 Fanwood criminal warrant and a
$53 Scotch Plains traffic warrant. She
was released on her own recognizance.

Wednesday, September 9, Glenn Miller,
50, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
$114 Clark traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 9, Kevin
Coleman, Jr., 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the Plainfield Police Department
on a $1,500 Westfield criminal warrant.
Further investigation revealed that a $589
Irvington criminal warrant also had been
issued for him. He was processed and
held pending a court appearance.

Wednesday, September 9, Omar Har-
ris, 40, of Linden was arrested at the
Somerset County jail on an outstanding
$578 Westfield criminal warrant. He was
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, September 10, Paul
Goodman, 36, of Jersey City was arrested
on an outstanding $500 Haledon Bor-
ough traffic warrant after being stopped
on Westfield Avenue for having an ex-
pired inspection sticker. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.
Goodman also was issued a summons for
the inspection violation.

Thursday, September 10, Calvin
Dickson, 44, of Blairstown was arrested
at East Broad Street and Gallows Hill
Road on an outstanding $120 Parsippany
traffic warrant. Dickson initially was
stopped for failure to display a company’s
name on a commercial vehicle. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
bail. Dickson was issued a summons for
the motor vehicle violation.

Thursday, September 10, a Westfield
resident reported that unauthorized pur-
chases were made to her Visa debit card,
which she had lost. At the time of the
report, two purchases totaling $69.50 were
made and several other charges were de-
clined. The Westfield Police Department’s
detective bureau is handling the investi-
gation.

Friday, September 11, Mike Roberson,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing $250 Sayreville traffic warrant
after being stopped in the area of West
South Avenue and Crossway Place for
operating a motor vehicle with tinted win-
dows. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail. Roberson was
issued a summons for the tinted windows.

Friday, September 11, the owner of a
bicycle that was reported stolen on Sep-
tember 6 recovered the bicycle behind an
East Broad Street business. The Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau is
handling the investigation.

Friday, September 11, James
Pendergast, 18, of Clark was arrested on
two outstanding Westfield warrants after
turning himself in at police headquarters.
The warrants included a $100 traffic war-
rant and a $400 criminal warrant. He was
released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 12, Christopher
Loder, 44, of Westfield was arrested after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy two outstanding Westfield
traffic warrants totaling $132. He was
released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 12, Akeem Horay,
19, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue on two outstanding criminal war-
rants, one from Seaside Heights and an-
other from Westfield, each for $500. He
was held in lieu of bail.

Saturday, September 12, Nicholas
Mancinelli, 27, of Westfield was arrested

on the 100 block of East Broad Street on
a $750 Westfield criminal warrant. He
was committed to the Union County jail
on default of bail.

Sunday, September 13, a resident of
the 100 block of Faulkner Drive reported
the theft of her green Coach pocketbook
from her motor vehicle, which was parked
in her driveway. The pocketbook con-
tained a brown and white Coach wallet,
credit cards, insurance cards, the victim’s
driver’s license and her cell phone. There
were no signs of forced entry to the
motor vehicle. The total value of the
theft is approximately $750.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 8, a resident of

Deer Path reported that his MidCo gar-
bage pail was missing but he was unsure
if it was stolen or lost.

Tuesday, September 8, Jason R.
Madrey, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the Union Police Department for out-
standing warrants totaling $940. It was
also discovered he had outstanding war-
rants out of Linden totaling $720, police
said.

Tuesday, September 8, a resident of
Summit Road reported that while he was
out of his residence, someone attempted
to gain entry by kicking the front door
open. According to police, the door was
split from nearly the top to the bottom,
indicating that the dead bolt was on.
Nothing was reported missing by the
homeowner at this time and it is believed
that the sounding of the alarm system
scared the suspects away, authorities said.

Wednesday, September 9, a resident of
Poplar Avenue reported that the two rear
tires of his vehicle had drill holes in them
and a tree sapling he had recently planted
had been damaged with a knife. Accord-
ing to police, the victim has been fighting
with his neighbor but did not witness any
of the acts of criminal mischief. The value
of the damage is approximately $1,750.

Wednesday, September 9, Steven T.
Evans, 53, of Plainfield was arrested at a
motor vehicle checkpoint on Route 22
for an outstanding warrant out of
Ridgefield Park in the amount of $425.
He was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, September 11, a large broken
tree branch struck a vehicle while it was
driving north on Deer Path breaking the
windshield and causing $300 worth of
damage. No one was injured in the inci-
dent.

Friday, September 11, police investi-
gated a report of illegal dumping in the
creek that runs behind Dunn Parkway.
Several mattresses, chairs and garbage
cans were observed in the creek, which
appeared to have been pushed down the
embankment behind a Route 22 restau-
rant, police reported. The Department of
Public Works was notified.

Saturday, September 12, Diego F.
Ferreira, 39, of Bethlehem, Pa., was ar-
rested and charged with driving with a
suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for an equipment vio-
lation. He was processed and released
with a pending court date.

Sunday, September 13, an officer re-
sponded to a dispute between neighbors
on Sawmill Road regarding the place-
ment of a red open house sign. Accord-
ing to police, the victim stated that her
neighbor rang her doorbell and asked if
she had taken down his sign and placed
it in the street by the curb. The victim
stated that her husband had removed the
sign because it was placed on their prop-
erty at which time the suspect became
agitated and yelled insults at her, police
said.

The victim told police that the suspect
threw the open house sign at her house
and left, authorities reported. When po-
lice questioned the suspect he stated that
he did not throw the sign bur dropped it
by her house and that he thought because
of the 10-foot rule he could place his sign
on the homeowners property without
permission, police reported.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 1, Lorriane R.

Findley, 39, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding warrant out of
Irvington. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, September 1, a resident re-
ported that his unlocked bicycle valued
at $100 was stolen from outside a busi-
ness on Martine Avenue sometime be-
tween 6:30 and 8:30 p.m.

Friday, September 4, Mark L.
Giovannis, 43, of Clinton was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Westfield Road for an outstanding no-
bail warrant out of Rahway. He was
processed and turned over to the Rahway
Police Department.

Saturday, September 5, Sunday E.
Lima, 26, out of Bloomfield was ar-
rested for an outstanding Bloomfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 5, the owner of a
business in the 100 block of South Av-
enue reported that someone broke into
his business and removed $3,000 in cash.
There was signs of forced entry and
police are investigating.

Sunday, September 6, Ebn Sears,
25, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting from a busi-
ness in the 100 block of South Av-
enue. According to police, he was
also charged with providing authori-
ties with false information. He was
processed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to make bail,
which was set at $2,000.

Thursday, September 10, Yvonne M.
Sawyer, 51, of Allentown, Pa. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road for numerous outstanding
warrants. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, September 10, Christopher
Vadas, 24, of Greentown, Pa. was ar-
rested at headquarters for an outstanding
warrant out of Clark. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 12, Nakiya E.
Johnson, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road for an outstanding warrant
out of Newark. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, September 13, a resident of
Laurel Place reported that someone
smashed the window of his vehicle and
removed a GPS and a radar detector
valued at approximately $250.

SP Man Charged With
Dumping Woman’s Remains
SCOTCH PLAINS — Middlesex

County Prosecutor Bruce Kaplan and
Old Bridge Police Chief Thomas
Collow announced that police arrested
a Scotch Plains man Friday on charges
of dumping and hiding a woman’s body
in a wooded section of Old Bridge.

Christopher Michalak, 54, of King
Street in Scotch Plains, was arrested at
Fanwood police headquarters early
Friday morning and was charged with
a second-degree count of unlawfully
concealing the human remains of Laura
Lockatell, 42, of Scotch Plains.

Michalak also was charged with a
third-degree count of failing to dis-
pose of the remains in a manner re-
quired by law.

Bail was set at $150,000, with no 10
percent, for Michalak, who is being
held at the Middlesex County Adult
Corrections Center.

An investigation led by Detective
Michael Mechen of the Old Bridge
Police Department and Investigator

Paul Miller of the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office began after an
unidentified neighbor discovered the
woman’s body on September 9 in a
wooded section of Old Bridge, near
residences on Springhill Road.

After police were able to identify
the woman, they began questioning
people who knew her and subsequently
arrested and charged Michalak.

An autopsy was performed on Sep-
tember 10, by the Middlesex County
Medical Examiner’s Office, but the
cause of death remained inconclusive
pending the results of toxicological
tests, which will take one to two weeks
to complete.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Detective Mechen at (732) 721-
5600, extension no. 3001, or Investi-
gator Miller at (732) 745-4466.

As is the case with all criminal de-
fendants, the charges against Michalak
are merely accusations, and he is pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty.

will make it even more popular.” The
AAA center includes a lounge area
and children’s playroom.

More than 40,000 inspections have
been conducted since the program was
launched in 1999. Officials said that
on average, eight of every 10 child-
safety seats are installed incorrectly.

The board approved an amendment
to a contract with F.X. Browne, Inc.
of Lansdale, Pa., for additional engi-
neering services regarding the cleanup
of Lake Surprise in the Watchung
Reservation.

“We have had some additional prob-
lems with weeds and movement of
water there. We have asked them to
come with some alternatives,” Direc-
tor of Parks and Community Renewal
Al Faella said at the board’s Septem-
ber 3 agenda meeting. The lake was
dredged 10 years ago.

F.X. Landale’s contract was in-
creased $12,600 to total $225,370 for
the additional work.

The board also approved two con-
tract amendments for the county clerk’s
office regarding a special school elec-
tion for the Rahway Board of Educa-
tion on Tuesday, September 29.

Full Service Mailer of Garfield was
approved for a contract amendment for
an additional $1,500 for a total contract
of $52,250 to mail ballots for the elec-
tion, while Royal Printing Service of
West New York’s contract was changed
to include the printing of ballots for the
special election. Royal Printing Ser-
vice had been given a $498,190 con-
tract earlier this year. The previous con-
tracts were for primary, general and
school elections countywide.

Thursday’s meeting included a one-
hour-and-15-minute executive ses-
sion to discuss the Elizabeth Plaza
Redevelopment Project, pending liti-
gation and continuing litigation of
former county employee Robert
Travisano versus Union County. Mr.
Travisano has sued for alleged dis-
crimination, saying he suffers from
paralysis from surgery for prostate
cancer and a brain tumor and that he
was forced to retire.

Erratum
The Westfield Police Department

erroneously reported in its blotter, pub-
lished in the September 10 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
that Colin Mackay, 20, of Westfield
had been issued summonses for oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a suspended
driver’s license and a seatbelt viola-
tion during a traffic stop on September
2. The police department has since
confirmed that Mr. Mackay was not
the driver of the vehicle and did not
receive the summonses.

also will be offered at no charge, in-
cluding an obstacle course, 18-foot slide,
Ride the Train, bouncer, dunk tank and
pony rides. Refreshments will include
hotdogs, fries, fried chicken, fried fish,
snow cones, popcorn and cotton candy.

Representatives from the Scotch
Plains Board of Education, the Scotch
Plains Chapter of the New Jersey Ora-
tors and the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment will provide information to
parents. The Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment will bring one of its trucks for the
children to learn about. A local karate
school demonstration and tutoring in-
formation also will be available.
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Church Fair

GETTING SUPPORT... On September 12, Republican leaders rally around
District 22 Assembly candidates Martin Marks and Bo Vastine, both of Scotch
Plains. The candidates are competing for the seats held by Democratic incumbents
Linda Stender of Fanwood and Jerry Green of Plainfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
Scotch Plains Councilman Dom Bratti, Mr. Marks, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th),
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, Mr. Vastine, Assembly Republican Leader
Alex DeCroce, Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz and Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
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Freeholders Approve $21 Mil.


