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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YMCA EXPANDS...Construction of an addition to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA on Martine Avenue is well underway. The new building will replace the
little red schoolhouse. The YMCA’s multi-year expansion plan got underway last
year with the enlargement of its parking lot.

Maggie Diggory  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN…This year’s two-day Union County MusicFest, held last weekend
at Oak Ridge Park in Clark, included a county fair with a ferris wheel along with
rides and games for kids and adults alike.

Sewer Charges Update; Payment
Deadline Extended to Nov. 30

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Nancy Malool explains the recent sewer
charge for residents and business owners in the township, plus annouces a
new November 30 payment deadline in her letter published on page 5 of
today’s newspaper.

School Districts In the Area
Are Preparing for H1N1 Flu

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE COMMUNITY REMEMBERS...Scores from the region last Friday com-
memorate the tragedy of September 11, 2001, when nearly 3,000 people were
killed, several locally, by the terrorist attacks. Pictured, a wreath is laid at the
Westfield 9/11 Memorial as officials; clergy and citizens stand solemnly in the rain
in tribute to the loss of those from the Westfield community.

SP Board OKs Subdivision;
Appeals Now Go to Court

Sewer Bills to Be Re-Issued
To Overcharged Businesses in SP

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The munici-
pal government will re-issue sewer
bills to the several dozen non-resi-
dential properties that were inadvert-
ently overcharged. The township
council next week is expected to vote
to extend the interest-free grace pe-
riod for sewer bill payments to the

end of November.
At the township council’s confer-

ence meeting on Tuesday, Township
Manager Chris Marion and Assistant
Township Engineer Joseph Timko ex-
plained that a computer programming
error had led to about 30 businesses
and 16 school buildings, of the 300-
odd non-residential properties in
Scotch Plains, being erroneously

over-billed for their water usage. Mr.
Timko said the computer service the
township uses to calculate the sewer
bills had erroneously taken water us-
age data from New Jersey American
Water Co. and doubled the charge to
those affected properties.

New bills will be issued to those
property owners, Mr. Marion said,
adding that township officials will be
available to explain how the bills are
calculated to the affected property
owners and any other property owner
with questions. Furthermore, consult-
ant Greg Fehrenbach, who assisted
the council in creating the new utility,
will attend next Tuesday’s council
meeting to answer any questions from
township property owners.

The council, as part of its approval
of the 2009 municipal budget, voted
to create a separate sewer utility in
June, thus removing that expense from
the budget and property tax payments.
The first sewer bills were mailed ear-
lier this month, and since that time,
Mr. Marion told the council, “the
phones [at the municipal building]
have been busy,” with township offi-
cials “answering questions and ad-
dressing concerns.”

Until water usage measuring
mechanisms are in place next year,
sewerage fees are being levied on a
flat rate basis, with residences paying
$250 per year and condominiums and
townhomes paying $180. All non-
residential properties are paying a
flat $175 up to 27,500 gallons of
water usage and then one cent for
every gallon used beyond that level.

Mayor Nancy Malool admitted that
“people are not happy” and nonprofit
entities such as the YMCA, houses of
worship and schools buildings, which
are exempt from property taxes, “are
definitely not happy” at having to
now pay for their water usage. She
reiterated her belief that a usage-based
water fee was a fair way to pay for
water usage.

Speaking about the billing issu-
ance this month, Mr. Timko said resi-
dential billing had gone “pretty
smooth” with only a few “bugs” need-
ing to be addressed.

The council will vote next Tues-
day to extend the grace period for
payment of the sewer bill from Oc-
tober 10 to November 30. After that
latter date, non-payers will incur in-
terest charges dating back to the
October 1 due date of 8 percent on
the first $1,500 owed and 18 percent
on any amount beyond that level.
Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
said township finances could be
squeezed at year’s end if nonpay-
ment is a widespread problem, but
she assured the council several times
that she was confident that she would
be able to effectively manage fi-
nances.

Any property owner who fails to
pay by the November 30 grace period
deadline will see a lien placed on the
affected property in 2010, she said.
Any shortfall in collecting the re-
quired $2.5 million to pay the sewer
bill will result in additional property
taxes next year. Ms. Majeski said that
about $1.7 million of the $2.5 million
in sewer fees will come from residen-
tial properties and $800,000 from non-
residential properties.

Clarkes Lane Sewer Project
On Hold; Meeting Sought

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship government is putting on hold,
for now, plans to install a sanitary
sewer system on Clarkes Lane and is
seeking a meeting with residents of
that street to explain to them why
municipal officials feel such a system
would be beneficial from a safety and
environmental standpoint.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting this week, Township
Manager Chris Marion said that after
being contacted by three homeowners
from Clarkes Lanes who were not in-
terested in the project, he had recom-
mended that the proposed sewer hookup
on the eight-house street not go for-
ward. He explained that there had been
some “miscommunication” earlier in
the summer when the council had dis-
cussed the project and the impression
was given, in council discussions and in
an article in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, that only one resident opposed
the project and refused to sign a petition
backing a sewer installation.

In fact, he said, the petition signed
by the other seven homeowners had
stated an interest in discussing, not
signing off on, such a project.

Before formally calling off the
project, Mayor Nancy Malool said
she wanted the homeowners to meet
with township officials to discuss
some issues that could be of concern,
including the lack of a fire hydrant on
Clarkes Lane and the aging septic
system. Construction official Robert
LaCosta said that a fire in one of the
houses farthest from the Rahway Road
intersection could be a serious prob-
lem for firefighters.

Mayor Malool said residents should
“hear the reasons why our profession-
als think the project is worthwhile.”

Councilman Dominick Bratti said
the council also needs to address the
level of resident backing required for
projects such as this, “especially when
we’re facing a potential catastrophic
situation” such as a fire that’s difficult
to extinguish or a septic system that
fails and results in environmental dam-
age. “What’s the [neighborhood] thresh-
old for approving these projects,” Mr.
Bratti asked. “Eighty percent? Sevenity
percent? Zero? At what point do we do
it regardless of what three people say?”

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said a high approval level was needed
to avoid widespread nonpayment of
the special assessment that is im-
posed on homeowners to pay for
projects such as sewer system hook-
ups. Otherwise, a high number of a
neighborhood’s homeowners oppos-
ing the project could refuse to pay
their assessments, resulting in liens
and then a tax sale of multiple homes.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS!...The 2009 Raiders cheerleaders help get the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School football team off to a good
start with a 26-24 victory over Cranford last Saturday night at Cranford’s new synthetic turf field.

Freeholders OK $21 Mil.
For Borrowing, Garage, Park

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders approved an ordinance
last Wednesday authorizing the
county to bond $14.7 million for the
county’s portion to construct a $35-
million, 1,200-space parking garage
in Elizabeth. The county, Elizabeth
Parking Authority and Union County
College’s (UCC) Elizabeth campus
will share the garage.

According to the ordinance, the
funds would be used for acquiring an
easement or other property for the
project, as well as for a loan to the
developer, the Elizabeth Housing
Authority, for what is known as the
Elizabethtown Plaza Redevelopment
Project. A second, $2.5-million ordi-
nance was also approved for UCC’s
interest in the project. Elizabeth’s
share of the project is $18 million.

The board also approved by a 5-0-
2 vote, a $4-million bond ordinance
for improvements to Oakwood Park
in New Providence, which the county
acquired for $1. Freeholders Bette
Jane Kowalski and Chester Holmes
voted to abstain with five freeholders

voting in favor of the project. Free-
holders Rayland Van Blake and Rick
Proctor arrived late and did not vote
on the ordinance.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a public-private partnership
with the New Jersey Automobile Club
to relocate the county’s child passen-
ger seat program.

The program, previously located at
the county’s public safety building on
North Avenue in Westfield, has been
moved to the New Jersey Automobile
Club (AAA) car care center at 1385
Route 22, East, in Springfield. The
program is open from 7 to 10:30 a.m.
on Wednesdays and Thursdays, ex-
cept holidays.

County spokeswoman Tina Casey
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the county’s goal was to
find a more suitable and comfortable
location for parents to bring their
vehicles to make sure their child seats
were properly installed. Trained per-
sonnel from the Union County Police
Department conduct the checks.

“It’s a very popular program,” Ms.
Casey said. “So, we are hoping this

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) announced this week
that a vaccine for the H1N1 flu should
be available the first week of Octo-
ber, weeks before originally reported.

According to a memo on the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public Schools
website from Superintendent Marga-
ret Hayes, she said in addition to
washing hands and having students
stay home when sick, “our classrooms
and common areas will be cleaned on
a daily basis with a disinfectant
cleaner that is effective in killing in-
fluenza germs.”

Each district noted they are con-
tinually updating the latest CDC
guidelines on its individual websites
in addition to sending notices home
with students.

Schools in the local area will be
sites for administering the vaccine,
said Margaret Teitelbaum, health ser-
vices administrator for the Westfield
School System.

“The Westfield Health Department will
be coordinating and administering,” she
said. She also added that the vaccination
would not be mandatory and that students
will need parental permission.

Vaccination is only one step schools
are looking at to prevent the spread of
the disease. According to Thomas
Bistocchi, superintendent of the
Union County Vocational and Tech-
nical Schools in Scotch Plains, stu-
dents are being educated on every-
thing from proper hand-washing tech-
niques to the dangers of sharing drinks
and utensils.

“We talked to our staff, too, about
what they can do,” Mr. Bistocchi said.
“Some suggestions were to slow down
requests for field trips, encourage kids
to wash hands and to move desks a
little further apart.”

In Mountainside, “Where You
Wash” and “Cover Your Cough” signs
have been placed in the district’s two
schools to emphasize the importance

of hand washing and cough etiquette.
The CDC recommends that children
be taught to cough into their elbows
instead of their hands, noting that 80
percent of infections are spread
through the hands.

The school nurses in Mountainside
are also visiting each class to go over
these rules.

In Westfield, Ms. Teitelbaum said
that all of the district’s nurses have
attended classes on H1N1 to help
them recognize the symptoms. Also,
the entire student body has been taught
proper hand-washing techniques us-
ing soap and water. “If you don’t have
soap and water, then hand sanitizer is
the second best thing,” she added.

If a student at any school exhibits
flu-like symptoms, they will be sent
home immediately. Ms. Teitelbaum
added, should a parent be unavail-
able, the child will be kept in a sepa-
rate designated area until arrange-
ments to pick up the child can be
made.

Mr. Bistocchi added that once a
sick child returns to school, he or she
must see the nurse before being al-
lowed to return to class. “The school
nurse trumps a doctor’s note,” he
said.

“The county health office is all
over this,” Mr. Bistocchi said. “We

are in close contact with them.” Ms.
Teitelbaum added that this includes
reporting any increases in absentee-
ism due to the flu.

The CDC guidelines are that stu-
dents not return to school until they
are fever-free for 24 hours without
the use of fever-reducing medication
and that their cough is gone.

Jeanette Baubles, Mountainside’s
chief school administrator, said the
most important thing for parents to
remember is to “keep a child home if
he/she is experiencing flu-like symp-
toms.” That sentiment was echoed by
the other area administrators.

All schools in the area are now
cleaning classrooms daily using al-
cohol-based cleaners as recom-
mended by the CDC. “We’re being
aggressive with the cleaning,” Ms.
Teitelbaum said.

In Berkeley Heights, Governor
Livingston High School Principal Scott
McKinney sent out an e-mail stating
the water fountains “have been taken
out of service throughout the build-
ing.”

“Because the public water foun-
tains are not accessible, we are allow-
ing students to bring water bottles
from home and have access to them
during the school day,” Mr. McKinney
wrote in his e-mail to parents.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board last week ap-
proved an application by neighbors
on Unami Lane to subdivide two lots
into three lots and adjust the lot line.

At its first meeting since April, the
board on September 9 approved the
request by Peter Loizeax and Barbara
Reeder of 14 and 15 Unami Lane,
respectively, to create a third lot and
to build a new home on that lot. In
response to a question on setbacks,
engineer for the applicant, Jim
Watson, said the new home would be
blended into the existing homes on

either side, but that, under the re-
quested hardship variance, the topo-
graphic conditions and physical fea-
tures of the lot could force the new
home to be moved forward.

The applicants were also given a
side yard setback variance for a de-
tached secondary building, with a
proposed 25.7-foot setback where 30
feet is the minimum. The sizes of the
three, newly created lots, it was noted,
are well in excess of the minimum
40,000 square feet in the R-1 zone.

In other business, board member
Michael Michalisin reported that the
zoning committee is close to finaliz-
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local Church to Hold
Back to School Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s Bap-
tist Church will hold its Back to School
Community Fair this Saturday, Sep-
tember 19, from noon to 4 p.m. The
event will take place at the church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Admission is free.

All children will be able to eat for
free and complimentary school sup-
plies will be available. A variety of rides

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


