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2009-2010 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  30th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the first concert of its 30th Season on

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
IDA KAVAFIAN, STEVEN TENENBOM, viola

PETER WILEY, ETTORE CAUSA, viola
KATIE HYUN, JOSEF SPAÇEK, violin

STRAUSS: Capriccio
PROKOFIEV: Sonata for Two Violins in C, Opus 56

MENDELSSOHN: Octet in E flat, Opus 20
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – No Charge

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Visit us on the web at:  www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

* * * The Community Players, a qualified organization of the NJ Cultural Trust * * *

Since 1934Since 1934

Box Office: 908-232-1221      Season subscription is $50

“Don’t Drink the Water”
A Comedy by Woody Allen

October 3,  10,  *11,  17,  23,  24 
8PM    Single Tickets  $20

“The Second Time Around”
A Comedy by Henry Denker

January  9,  16,  *17,  22,  23 
8PM    Single Tickets  $20

“Dial M for Murder”
A Murder Mystery by Frederick Knott

March  6,  13,  *14,  20,  26,  27 
8PM    Single Tickets  $20

“Caught in the Net”
A Farce by Ray Cooney

May  8,  15,  *16,  21,  22 
8PM    Single Tickets  $20 

Dates, times subject to change

* Special student pricing

for 3PM Sunday matinee

$10 with valid ID

Presenting our 2009 – 2010   75th Anniversary Season !

Exhibit Makes Connection
Between Environment, Health
RAHWAY – Techtonics is the sci-

ence that is concerned with the move-
ments of the earth’s crust. These shifts
can cause tremors or massive earth-
quakes. They can create or destroy
whole mountain ranges or lead to the
appearance of new islands in our
oceans. They change landscape by
their movements, major and minor.

Tek-Tanik is an art exhibit devel-
oped for the Arts Guild by Evonne
Davis, a co-founder of Aferro Gal-
lery in Newark, and currently the
director of exhibits at the City With-
out Walls Gallery in Newark. This
exhibit aims to shed light on how the
environment can affect people’s men-
tal, emotional and physical life.

Tek-Tanik runs from Friday, Sep-
tember 11, to Tuesday, October 6, at
Arts Guild New Jersey (formerly Arts
Guild of Rahway), located at 1670
Irving Street in Rahway. The opening
reception is Sunday, September 13,
from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is free,

and the exhibit is open to the public.
Light refreshments will be served.

Tek-Tanik features artworks in a
wide range of styles, mediums and
genres by the following artists:

Kate Bonner, Tammy Renee
Brackett, Kyle Coniglio, Lisa
Elmaleh, Dahlia Elsayed, Michelle
Levante, Patrick Millard, Stephen
Mishol, Joan Pamboukes, K. Shelton,
Emma Wilcox, Jacob Galle, Dmitry
Strakovsky and Sue Zwick.

Gallery hours are Friday, Saturday
and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. The
exhibit can also be viewed during
regular office hours between 9 a.m.
and noon, as well as 1 to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, through
October 6. Parking is available be-
hind the building on the Seminary
Avenue side.

To learn more, visit
rahwayartsguild.org, call (732) 381-
7511 or e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net.

WF Native Joins
Femmes Photales

AREA – “The Human Form, a Pho-
tographic Study” is the theme of an
exhibit by the art group Les Femmes
Photales, to be shown at The Framing
Mill, located at 411 Ridgewood Road
in Maplewood, from now through
October 1. A reception for the artists
will be held on Saturday, September
12, from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Framing
Mill Gallery.

Photographs by Westfield native
Jody Pfeiffer will be in the show. An
art teacher at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights,
Ms. Pfeiffer has received numerous
grants and awards. The Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation’s Visual Arts Ini-
tiative recognized her in 2005. Most
recently, she has exhibited in a group
show at the Brennan Gallery in Jersey
City.

Les Femmes Photales is an organi-
zation of area women photographers
devoted to the exploration of diverse
photographic topics and styles. Mem-
bers have exhibited widely and sev-
eral are award-winning photogra-
phers.

Other photographers participating
in this event are Gina Bellando,
Patricia A. Bender, Linda Kimler,
Kathy Rogers, Judith Snyder and Sue
Zwick. Rick Hauser is curator of the
show.

For more information, contact the
Framing Mill at (973) 761-4142.

Saxton’s Fairytales Combine
Magical Words and Art

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Author and illus-
trator Patricia Saxton believes in
mermaids, fairies and dragons.

In fact, she is so taken with these
magical creatures that the Summit
resident, who also runs Saxton Stu-
dio, a graphic design, illustration and
art studio, is writing a trilogy about
them.

Summit publisher Shenanigan
Books recently published the second
book in the trilogy, “A Book of Fair-
ies.”

It follows the previously released
“A Book of Mermaids” and precedes
the forthcoming,
“A Book of Drag-
ons.”

Ms. Saxton will
be at The Town
Bookstore in
Westfield on Sat-
urday, September
19, to meet read-
ers and autograph
books.

“A Book of
Fairies” is so
beautifully or-
chestrated that it
is difficult to dis-
cern what is more
captivating – the
text or the illus-
trations.

While the au-
thor cannot com-
pletely discount
the role of magic
in creating the
books, she gives
credit to some-
thing more tan-
gible – her daugh-
ter.

“‘The Book of Mermaids’ was in-
spired by my daughter, Carolyn, then-
7 years old. She was at an age when a
lot of young girls are fascinated by
mermaids…we searched the library
for mermaid books and found…there
wasn’t a whole lot beyond Disney’s
Arial or Hans Christian Anderson,”
Ms. Saxton said.

Because they saw the literary world
was bereft of mermaid literature, the
mother-and-daughter duo decided to
create their own book.

“Rather than making it a story, the
book focuses on what mermaid life
might really be like. What do they
wear? How do they play? What is
their language? Do they go to school?
It was a fun project that worked out
well,” she continued.

The success of “A Book of Mer-
maids” led to “A Book of Fairies,”
which, like its predecessor, was de-
signed “to provide ‘facts’ about fairy
life.”

“[The subject of fairies] endures,
charms. And it intrigues even the most
skeptical among us,” said the author.

When Ms. Saxton and her pub-
lisher decided to write a trilogy of
what she describes as “mystical crea-
tures,” dragons seemed to be the per-

fect fit to complete the circle.
“Dragons came to all our minds,

and that was that! You don’t argue
with a dragon!” she said.

Ms. Saxton believes her interest in
mystical creatures can be credited, in
part, to both her parents.

Her mother, a poet, taught her that
there is “always something ‘more’ in
life than meets the eye – even some-
thing magical or poetic.”

Her father showed her by example
“to care for and respect the earth well
before the concept became ‘popu-
lar.’”

For Ms. Saxton, the dual role of
author and illustrator is the “perfect

meshing of talent.”
“As the author,

you intimately un-
derstand the tone
and mood, [and] as
the illustrator, you
can match that tone
with vision,” she
said.

“Two chal-
lenges come to
mind though: one
being time –
you’re doing both,
so it takes longer –
and the second be-
ing objectivity,
which is why an
editor is so impor-
tant,” she said.

Being both
writer and illustra-
tor allows Ms.
Saxton the liberty
of uniquely ex-
pressing the per-
spective of her own
text.

The illustrations
for “A Book of Fairies” are done in
pen, pencil and collage.

“Even before I started [illustrating
“The Book of Fairies”], I knew the
coloring would reflect…the rich
woodland colors – the greens, browns,
golds and reds,” she said, adding that
the style of the illustrations also
evolved into more of a layered feel-
ing, because “fairies live in a world
between layers.”

Ms. Saxton was raised in Warren
and graduated from Watchung Hills
Regional High School.

She also graduated from Wittenberg
University in Springfield, Ohio, and
attended the School of Visual Arts,
New York City.

The September 19 book signing at
The Town Bookstore runs from 2 to 4
p.m. For more information, contact
the store at (908) 233-3535. For more
information on Ms. Saxton, log onto
patriciasaxton.com.

The works of Patricia Saxton: “The
Book of Mermaids,” above, and “The

Book of Fairies.” Ms. Saxton will
appear at The Town Book Store in

Westfield next week.

Irony Rules in World Premiere
Of George Brant’s Any Other Name

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – There is nothing more
ironic than getting what you wished for
and then being sorry you got it. That
message is presented loud and clear at
Premiere Stages at Kean University in
the world premiere of George Brant’s
play, Any Other Name, a fascinating
glimpse of human nature at its worst.

As the 2009 Premiere Stages Play
Festival Winner at Kean University,
this two-act play, featuring professional
cast members, is referred to as “identity
theft, 19th century style.”

Mr. Brant’s play sprang from an ar-
ticle in the New Yorker concerning John
Clare, a poet who was popular in the
1840s but then dropped off the poetry
scene for 10 years while he was com-
mitted to an insane asylum. The play is
much more fiction than fact, playwright
Brant explained to the Sunday matinee
audience in a “Talk Back” session with
the actors and director John Wooten.

He said he penned the asylum scene
from the fact-based historical event
along with a figment of his 21st century
imagination.

The play revolves around Edward
Ballard, a critic and mediocre poet in
London who visits his literary idol
(named John Clark) in an insane asy-
lum. Ostensibly, Edward is there to pay
homage to the famous nature poet –
who now believes he is William
Shakespeare – but in reality, he wants to
uncover where Clark’s last book of
poems, reportedly his best work, is
hidden.

Once at the asylum, Edward con-
vinces John, now a raving lunatic, that
he is the real John Clark. In turn, the
once-esteemed writer reveals to Ed-
ward where he has stowed the manu-
script. Edward then goes home to per-
suade his wife Margaret that his du-
plicitous grabbing of the famous im-
prisoned poet’s work and identity is
morally just.

“This is not only for us,” he insists,
“but for honoring John Clark’s work.”
And then he seduces her with a tantaliz-
ing notion: “You deserve to be married
to a great poet.”

Brant’s plot unstops a powerful ge-
nie in a bottle to offer a web of decep-
tion, manipulation and cruelty that spins
out of control to give Edward the fame
he desires.

“People love a good story,” Edward
tells Margaret, and that is what makes
this play work on a multitude of levels. In
Mr. Brant’s good story are Shakespearean
allusions, Faustian references and ironic
turns to surprise and entertain.

The play has a great time taking jabs
at a supposed creative genius and his
publisher’s symbiotic relationship. Of-
ficious publisher Andrew Maddock toys
with Edward, who brings him the col-
lection of new poems proffering them
as his own.

Maddock tells Edward that his work
will sell better if his poems capture the

madness that comes from being in the
insane asylum.

“Your madness is what lights the fire
in the eyes of your public,” he tells him.
The publisher, who suspects that Ed-
ward is not John Clark, blackmails
Edward when he tells him, “You are
who we say you are…you need to be
mad, a little foaming at the mouth.”

To what lengths will people go for
fame? It is an age-old question that is
present in this 1840s setting yet one
that plagues popular reality TV shows
today.

Four dynamic actors – Paul Molnar
(John Clark), Audra Mariel Taliercio
(Margaret Ballard), Carl Wallnau (An-
drew Maddock) and Fletcher
McTaggart (Edward Ballard) – jet the
audience back in time with a fast-paced,
professional production that one has
come to expect from the talented direc-
tion of Mr. Wooten.

Terrific lighting is provided by
Nadine Charlsen especially in the cin-
ematic-like close-ups of the victim in
the cell waiting for anticipated sun-
light. Scenic director Patrick Shaw and
scenic designer Joseph Gourley have
created an interesting intimate space of
three areas — the asylum cell, the
Ballard drawing room and the
publisher’s office.

When you enter the mesmerizing
world of Any Other Name at Kean’s
Premiere Stages, be prepared to be en-
tranced by superior acting and insightful
direction of this ingenious new play.

Any Other Name runs weekends
through Sunday, September 20, at the
Zella Fry Theatre in the Vaughn Eames
Building of Kean University. For ticket
information, call (908) 737-7469 or
visit keanstage.edu/premierestages.

Courtesy of Mike Peters, Premiere Stages
A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME WOULD SMELL AS SWEET...Audra Mariel Taliercio as Margaret Ballard and Fletcher
McTaggart as Edward Ballard star in the Premiere Stages production of Any Other Name by George Brandt. In the
performance, Edward visits his literary idol in an insane asylum and convinces him to provide the location of his hidden works,
which Edward attempts to take as his own.

WANTED:
Female Singers

CRANFORD – Metro Rhythm
Chorus, a member of Sweet Adelines
International, will be starting POP
(Performance Opportunity Program)
on October 7. The chorus invites adult
female singers interested in barber-
shop-style singing to join them in this
program.

Metro Rhythm Chorus meets at the
First Presbyterian Church of Cranford
on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.

The program will last for eight
weeks. Holiday music will be pro-
vided. Those who attend will be in-
vited to participate in the holiday show,
“Sail-a-bration,” on December 5.

For more information, see
metrorhythm.com.


