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CLASSIFIEDS

Bramnick Requests Special
Session for Public Comment
WESTFIELD – Assembly Repub-

lican Whip Jon Bramnick is calling
for the New Jersey General Assem-
bly to meet in a special two-day ses-
sion so residents can bring their con-
cerns to elected officials.

Mr. Bramnick (R-21), noting that
the Legislature recessed in June and is
not expected to reconvene until No-
vember, said it is important that mem-
bers of the Assembly hear directly
from the public on issues vital to them.

“It would be time well spent for the
Assembly to reconvene and listen to
a cross-section of New Jerseyans dis-
cuss what is on their minds,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “Public feedback directed
at a gathering of elected state repre-
sentatives would be beneficial. I am
sure people won’t hesitate about ex-
pressing their feelings.”

Mr. Bramnick urged Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts to schedule a
special session within the next few
weeks. He said such a session of the
General Assembly is needed to give

unlimited access to state lawmakers
so the public can raise any issues of
concern.

Last February, Mr. Bramnick in-
troduced a bill that for the first time
would allow public comment before
the Legislature. The bill, A-3719,
would establish specific times when
the public could come forward, giv-
ing residents the same opportunity to
speak to their elected representatives
as when they address their town coun-
cil members, county freeholders or
school board members.

Recently, the public was invited to
speak on corruption before the As-
sembly Republican Policy Commit-
tee, which is chaired by Mr. Bramnick.

The forum explored the causes of
corruption and ways to eliminate it. A
second hearing is scheduled for Sep-
tember 16 to examine the economic
impact of corruption on the state’s
taxpayers. Mr. Bramnick indicated
that citizens are also invited to par-
ticipate in the second hearing.

Westfielder Doesn’t Trust President
Obama’s Speech to Our Children

By the time this letter runs, the
President’s education speech would have
been aired on Tuesday September 8, 2009.
Much controversy surrounded the speech,
even before the speech content itself was
released. Critics of the critics decry what
a shame it is that the President’s motives
to make a motivational speech are de-
nounced by its denouncers. I agree one
hundred percent. It is a shame.

The problem lies not in the speech
itself, but the suggested lesson plan the
U.S. Department of Education, with ad-
vice from the White house, released in
advance of the speech and in the concerns
many in our country have developed about
the subtleties that always seem to sur-
round actions taken by this Obama ad-
ministration.

With him, the main message is often
not right in front of you, it is often some-
thing else. And so the controversy here is
not about the speech words, which are
appropriate and fine for a President to
give to children as a general premise, it is
all about the mistrust many of us have
with this administration. For example,
while other Presidents have addressed
our school students while in class (Reagan
and Bush H. at least) without such contro-
versy, there were never lesson plans pro-
vided either.

Therefore, this speech was a good idea
gone awry, and it because of mistrust of
this President, and I had/have a problem
with the concept of the speech and not
with its content for the following reasons:

1) It is a centralized message delivered
by the President directly to our children
while they are in school without parents
present,

2) The hype and attention that that is
being encouraged before, during and af-
ter the broadcast by teachers in our class
rooms will create an imagery, particu-
larly in young children, that some thing
and someone very special will be speak-
ing (is this on purpose? Does it have an
underlying idol worship/cult figure as-
pect?),

3) The suggested menu letters, split by
grade groups, with many questions that
carry a message of Obama adulation and
encourage thoughts about him more than
his message so much that a part of it was
actually illegal and had to be revised.

I realize and admit that I have this
opinion because I do not trust this Presi-
dent. That is sad, I admit. But he has
earned it. It is a shame.

He has mislead us too often already –
he ran as a centrist and has actually gov-
erned in a huge government, far left man-
ner so far. Examples are passing the Stimu-
lus Bill and Budget with virtually no bi-
partisan support, his support of the Cap
and Trade Bill, which passed the House
with minimal bi-partisan support and his
support of health care reform through
government control of the system.

He has often mislead us in speech words
while at virtually the same moment in
time, what is actually happening is not
what he is saying. Examples are telling us
that the Stimulus Bill has no pork spend-
ing in it when we now know it had billions
of pork spending in it.

He announced with great fanfare his
administration’s departure from the prior
administration practice of hiring industry
lobbyists when at that very moment, nu-
merous major lobbyists were being and
have been hired.

According to the President’s words,
we will be withdrawing our combat troops
from Iraq by August 2010 while actually
our plan calls for leaving around 50,000

troops there. They are not combat troops
we are told but they do carry weapons so
what are they? If there is such a non-
combat wing of our military service, that
is the one I would like my children to join.
The one with the condos, like the Goldie
Hawn movie, “Private Benjamin.”

His words have said he was not in favor
of investigating the CIA interrogators for
enhanced interrogation tactics that were
used but now his administration is inves-
tigating. Even now on health care reform,
his very strong message is that if you like
your current health care coverage you can
keep it, but the House Bill 3200, Section
102 actually directly contradicts that
promise in all but very limited cases.
While technically correct, in this deceit-
fully titled section called “Protecting The
Choice to Keep Coverage,” it outlines
almost exactly the opposite. Because of
the way it works, it is much more likely
that many people’s health coverage will
be forced to the public option than not.
Read it your self.

The Congressional Budget Office
agrees that tens of millions will be forced
to switch as well. Other critics think the
forced conversion will be much greater.
One more is his centralizing of White
House power by surrounding himself with
extremely liberal and in some cases radi-
cal and in one case, communist, advisors,
called czars.

With all this in context, there is more
reason to believe that this speech is more
of an indoctrination attempt on our chil-
dren than an innocent motivational speech.

P.S., I requested a formal policy posi-
tion on this speech from the Westfield
Board of Education on September 3, 2009,
with copy to The Westfield Leader, and
still no response. Can we possibly get
one?

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

A & J  PAINTING
“The Painting Pros”

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Staining

Deck Sealing & Staining

Complete Power Washing Services

732-388-0717
Ask for John

NJHIC#13VH00608200     Fully Insured

Free Estimates

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

AFTERSCHOOL CARE NEEDED

Caregiver needed to pick kids
(5 and 7) up from school and then
care for them in my Westfield
home. Mon - Thurs from 3-6pm.
Please call (908) 789-9280.

3 FAMILY YARD SALE

FANWOOD
Sat, Sept 12th, 9AM - 5PM

201 Pleasant Ave
Furniture, Tools

& Household Items

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside - Lovely
2 BR duplex near town and NYC
transp. Includes Garage, CAC,
DW, W/D, Hardwood Flrs.
$1760 per month. NO FEE.

Call (908) 568-1217

MEDICAL MASSAGE

Westfield - After you have tried
everything for your lower back
pain (especially Sciatica Pain) but
still have pain, come see me.
Please call Jason Wang for an
appointment at 37 Elm St.

(908) 233-7790 or
cell (908) 487-8375

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
806 Harding St.

Sat. 9/12 9am to 3pm
No early birds! Lots of household
items, bikes, digital camera,
christmas decor and more!

MOUNTAINSIDE GARAGE SALE

Mountainside Newcomers
Town Wide Garage Sale

Sept. 12 from 9 AM - 3 PM
Raindate 9/19

50+ homes participating
locations at

Mountainside Library
starting 9/10 or

Mountainsidenewcomers.org

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Lightning Yellow, 31 mpg

Excellent Condition
Only 45K miles - Asking $9,500

Call Ben at (908) 244-7800

AUTO FOR SALE

CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!

Good references, reliable.
7 yrs of experience

Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093

P/T CHILD CARE NEEDED

After school care needed in our
Westfield home for 3 middle
school-aged children. 3-6pm,
Mon-Thurs. Drivers license, car
and clean driving record required.
Contact us at (908) 456-3906 or
marw@comcast.net.

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
212 Wyoming St

Sat 9/12, 8:30am-1:30pm
Formal dining rm table with 6

chairs, unused leather ottoman,
many household items, quality
clothes (boys, women, men),

toys and much more...

HOUSE KEEPER PART TIME

Part time house keeper in
Westfield 9am-1pm M-F. Clean-
ing, shopping, cooking, running
errands, etc. Must speak, read,
and write English fluently, car req’d
must have great references from
past clients. Call (908) 233-0125

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham, Watchung
seeks clerks, phone,

food prep & delivery people.
Must have license and car.

Call (908) 755-2200

ROOM TO RENT-NETHERWOOD

Master BR on 2nd Floor of
single family house w/large yard.
1 and ½ bath, full kitchen, W/D,
central air, 5 minute walk from
Netherwood Station on Raritan
Valley train line. $700 per month,
gas / electric / cable are split
w/roommate. Call Brian at

(732) 947-1458

Miller-Cory Qualifies
For America in Bloom

WESTFIELD – The gardens at the
historic Miller-Cory House Museum
have qualified for the national
“America in Bloom” competition,
thanks to a partnership between the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield, the Master Gardeners of
Union County, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and Williams
Nursery.

Judges from America in Bloom
formally examined the gardens in July.
Results of the competition will be
announced this fall.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, guided by its director Sherry
Cronin, co-sponsored the America in
Bloom judges, along with Dave Wil-
liams of Williams Nursery in
Westfield.

“On behalf of the Freeholder Board,
I’d like to thank the volunteers and
community partners who have worked
to make the Miller-Cory gardens so
beautiful,” said Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella.

The Master Gardeners is a
countywide Rutgers Extension vol-
unteer program supported in part by
the Freeholder Board.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a colonial home built in 1740. It
features extensive gardens that are
maintained by volunteer members of
the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield and the Master Gardeners
of Union County.

In 2004, the Rake and Hoe Club
established the Children’s Sensory
garden at Miller-Cory with a grant
from Principal Financial Group. The

club and its junior members also
maintain the peony and daffodil gar-
dens, the fern garden, and the dye
garden.

The vegetable, rose and herb gar-
dens are maintained by the Master
Gardeners of Union County, based
on American Colonial practices.

The Miller-Cory House and gar-
dens will hold an open house for tours
by authentically costumed docents
on Sundays starting in September.
For information, call (908) 232-1776.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long history of serv-
ing the community. They maintain
the Miller-Cory gardens, the Westfield
Northside Train Station garden, and
the Shadowlawn Road pocket gar-
den. Their membership spans all ages,
interests and occupations. Members
feel that their diversity is one of their
greatest strengths and all share one
thing in common: a love of flowers
and gardening. For membership ques-
tions, call Maryann Pietruszki, club
president, at (908) 789-9254.

The Master Gardeners of Union
County engages in community ser-
vice countywide and maintains an
extensive demonstration garden in the
Watchung Reservation, including
fresh produce donated to local food
pantries. To volunteer, call (908) 654-
9854 or visit mastergardeners-uc.org.

America in Bloom is a non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting
nationwide beautification and educa-
tion programs. For information, visit
americainbloom.org or
westfieldinbloom.org.

PRIZED BLOOMS…Clare Minick of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
shows the Children’s Sensory Garden of the Miller-Cory House Museum to judges
for the America in Bloom competition. The Rake and Hoe Club and the Master
Gardeners of Union County tend a variety of specialized gardens at the historic site.

Eating Disorder
Support Groups

AREA – A morning of concur-
rent support groups for individuals
choosing to recover from an eating
disorder is scheduled for the re-
mainder of the year, with the first
meeting that was held on Saturday,
September 5. The groups are held
on the first Saturday of the month,
from 9:30 to 11 a.m., with on-site
registration beginning at 9:15 a.m.,
at the Saint Barnabas Ambulatory
Care Center located at 200 South
Orange Avenue in Livingston,
across from the Livingston Mall. A
concurrent group is held for their
family members and friends. This
health event is held in Essex County
and is the only support group of its
kind servicing the communities of
Morris, Union and Essex counties.

Groups are professionally facili-
tated. Adolescents are welcome.
For more information, please call
Barbara Reese at (973) 783-2292,
extension no. 3; or go to anad.org.
The groups are open to the public;
an optional $5 donation is appreci-
ated.

 The next dates in 2009 are: Oc-
tober 3, November 7, and Decem-
ber 5.
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