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SZCZUKA, PANNURI, DOUGLAS TO LEAD

Raider Net Girls Should
Be Stronger This Season

COLINERI, ROBINSON, PELOSI TO LEAD

Raider Gymnasts Stack
Squad for Fine Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition is more intense and
the numbers are much larger for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls tennis team that fin-
ished 14-7 last year and qualified for
the state tournament. Thirty-two girls
are vying for positions in the varsity
and jayvee lineups and some real
surprises promise a stronger season.

“We lost in the second round of
the states but it was a good showing
for the first year,” said second-year
Raider Head Coach Gary
Wasserman. “We have five returning
starters. We had a really nice turn-
out. We decided not to cut anybody
because I am looking to build the
program, not deplete the program. I
would like to improve on the record.”

What will not be a surprise is that
senior Alex Szczuka, who placed
fifth in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) at first singles last year,
will remain in that position.

What is a surprise, however, is the
competition for second and third

singles. Senior Neha Pannuri, who
placed third in the UCT at third
singles last year, and junior Chris-
tina Reiman, who placed fifth in the
UCT at second doubles, have been
battling for second singles, while
junior Isabel Lopez, who played sec-
ond singles last year, has teamed
with senior Lyndsey Douglas to vie
for the first doubles spot with Alex
Sullivan and Alyssa Leyden, and
perhaps some other upcoming two-
somes.

“It was actually a little bit of a
surprise. We thought we would have
Isabel at second singles but Chris-
tina really came on this year and
Neha is in really good form. It looks
like my top three are going to be
pretty good,” coach Wasserman said.

That stepping up in competition
spells nothing but good news for the
Raiders.

“I like to keep the fire lit,” coach
Wasserman said. “I like to see the
girls being competitive. It keeps ev-
erybody on their toes. This year is
going to be a very interesting year.”
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four strong returning seniors with
all-around capabilities, several tal-
ented freshmen also with all-around
capabilities and a squad of 14 girls
could possibly stack up to one of the
best Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School gymnastics teams in memory.

“We have a few upcoming fresh-
men. Two gymnasts will definitely
go all-around and then we have the
possibility of two more girls, who
will also go all-around. Then we have
all of our returning three, who did all-
around, so we are starting off the
season on a very positive note,” Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said.

Last year, Gina Pelosi, Lindsay
Robinson and Jessica Colineri, now
the Raider senior Tri-Captains, and
Victoria Stack, now a senior, com-
bined to help shatter several team
records under coach Cerchio, while
finishing with a 10-4 record. Last
year, Robinson placed third in the
Union County Tournament with an
all-around total of 35.575 and Pelosi
finished sixth with a 34.7.

The Raiders’ first very impressive
team total came against then sev-
enth-ranked Westfield in a 109.775-
102.675 defeat, but later they pre-

sented coach Cerchio with a career-
high 104.95 in a meet with Watchung
Hills. The Raiders completed their
season in style by taking fifth in the
sectional tournament with a team to-
tal of 102.125.

“We can definitely beat that this
year,” coach Cerchio said of her team’s
career high score. “Beat our highest
score and maybe get into the top-20
in the state. That’s one of our goals.”

Presently, freshmen Alex Peluso
and Melissa Gara have refined all-
around skills and freshmen Zoe Stein
and Leya Quinones have three re-
fined skills but could work in the
fourth skill later in the season.

“It’s going to be a little bit of a
challenge this year to get everybody in
so that they can qualify for sectionals.
We have so many girls, who can do so
many events. We are going to do the
best that we can to rotate through our
schedule and get everybody qualified,”
coach Cerchio said.

The Raiders open their season at
home against Piscataway tomorrow,
September 11, at 4:30. Their first real
test will be at Cranford on Tuesday,
September 22, and the prestigious
Cougar Invitational has been sched-
uled for Thursday, October 1, in
Cranford.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball Divisional Playoffs:

ANGELS DIVISION:
St. Stephen 10, St. Anthony 8

St. Stephen scored five runs in both
the third and fourth innings. St.
Stephen had 13 hits and all but one
batter had a hit. St. Anthony had 17
hits but left too many on base. St.
Anthony’s Craig Burfeindt had three
hits and scored twice.
St. Patrick 11, St. Stephen 10

Eight innings were played with a 9-
9 score when darkness stopped the
game. A few days later, it took two
innings for the Pats to win. Pat Enright,
Jerry Riepe, Kevin Spellman and Kevin
Marron each had three hits for St. Patty.
For St. Stephen, Joe DeRosa and Rick
Reganthal had three hits apiece.
St. Matthew 14, St. Patrick 6

St. Matthew led throughout the
contest. Offensive leaders for Tony’s
Tigers (St. Matthew) were Lou
Balestriere (3 hits, 3 runs), Tom
Straniero (3 hits, 2 RBI, 3 runs), Keith
Gibbons (3 hits, 2 RBI), Gus Alvarez
(2 hits, 3 RBI, 2 runs) and Larry
Fleishman (3 hits, 2 RBI).
St. Matthew 7, St. Aloysius 1

Gus Alvarez (2 runs, 2 hits, 2 RBI),
and Lou Balestriere, Larry Fleishman,
Dan Margolis and James Barba with
two hits apiece led the Matt men.
Captain Tony Radice’s pitching made
it tough on the St. Aloysius batters;
however, Marty Garcia, George Balint
and Steve Ferro each had a pair of hits.

SAINTS DIVISION:
St. Anne 9, St. Joseph 7

St. Anne’s four runs in the top of
the sixth inning proved to be too
much for St. Joseph to overcome.
Mike Walsh (3 hits, 3 runs), Damon
Roth (4 RBI), Scott Curtis (3 hits, 2
runs), Chris Giordano (3 hits) and Joe
Tilocca (3 hits) led St. Anne. Matt
Betau (2 hits, 2 runs), Peter Chemidlin
(2 hits, 2 runs), Ed Marchelitis (2 hits,
2 RBI) and pitcher Charlie Baier (2
hits, 3 RBI) led the Joe boys.
St. Luke 4, St. Anne 1

St. Anne managed only eight hits.
St. Luke tapped out 12 hits. For St.
Luke, Steve Abrunzo and Mr. Clark

each had two hits.
St. Jude 4, St. Luke 2

The Judies scored three runs in the
first inning. John Dietch was the only
St. Jude player with two hits. Lou
Messano and Brian Glod each had
two hits for the Lukes.
St. David 15, St. Jude 2

St. David left no doubt that they
should be the team to represent the
Saints division in the Labor Day
championship game. Scott Smith and
Marty Bernstein (3 hits each), and Al
Betau, Jeff Friedlander, Tom
Baldowski, Captain Dave Rothenberg
and Mr. Ross (each with two hits) led
the Daves. Paul Newton was the only
St. Jude batter with two hits.

Holly Cohen
• Top Dollar Volume Month of August
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Holly in, and she’ll bring results!

WF Soccer Assn. to Raise
Money for Special Olympics
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Soc-

cer Association (WSA) announced a
Fall Fundraising Campaign to ben-
efit Special Olympics of New Jersey
and the WSA. The campaign will
officially kick off today, September
10, and will conclude on October 3 at
Kehler Stadium Field with the First
Annual Special Olympics of NJ Soc-
cer Festival.

Players from every division of the
WSA will join together to raise money
for these two organizations.
“Westfield has always been a very
generous community and we are sure
that the residents will help us make
this a very successful campaign, in
addition to having our kids work
alongside the Special Olympic ath-
letes,” said David Fine, Chair of the
Event.

The WSA operates one of the larg-
est soccer clubs in New Jersey and
provides several different programs
for over 2,600 children, regardless of
their skill level, to participate and
enjoy the worlds most played sport.

Special Olympics, NJ was formed
to provide year-round sports training
and athletic competition in a variety
of Olympic-type sports for children
and adults with intellectual disabili-
ties, giving them continuing opportu-
nities to develop physical fitness, dem-
onstrate courage, experience joy and
participate in a sharing of gifts, skills
and friendship with their families,
other Special Olympics athletes and
the community.

For more information, please call
David Fine at (908) 400-8530 or e-
mail dnfine@verizon.net

WTA Open Masters
Singles Ladder Told:
At the end of the regular season,

three-time defending champion John
Mancini is back on top with an 8-4
win over Janice Honymar, who won a
tiebreaker over Mike McGlynn to
maintain the two slot, while McGlynn
held off Don Dohm, 8-5. Pete Lee
stayed at No. 3 with a win over Dohm.
Honymar ended the longtime reign of
Chris Wendel as the most active player
with 17 matches.

Playoffs started September 8 with
six qualifying with enough matches.
In the first round, Mancini and
Honymar earned a bye. Lee earned a
default against injured Wendel.
McGlynn will play Donnolo for the
right to play Manici in the semis.
Honymar will play Lee in the other
semi. Please report matches to
mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

1. John Mancini (13)*
2. Janice Honymar (17)*
3. Peter Lee (10)*
4. Mike McGlynn (12)*
5. Don Dohm (4)*
6. Joe Donnolo (8)
7. Chris Wendel (11)
8. Nancy Freundlich (2)
9. Jim Oslislo 10.
10. Willie Moyler (1)

* Match played in period
( ) Number of matches played

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A BANNER YEAR…Tri-Captains Jessica Colineri, left, Lind-
say Robinson, center, and Gina Pelosi will spearhead a very strong group of
Raider gymnasts this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE INTENSE COMPETITION…Seniors Neha Pannuri, left, Alex Szczuka,
center, and Lyndsey Douglas hope to lead a competitive group of Raider girls to
a successful tennis season.
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Westfield...Picture perfect, stone front home situated on huge, park-
like lot (70'x240'). Gorgeous, new cherry, granite and marble kitchen.
2 new baths. Sliders off dining room open to 20'x16' deck. $599,000.

Westfield...Special bank financing below market rates available for
this impeccable 4,000-plus square foot colonial set on a deep, wooded
lot. Still time to personalize the finishing touches. 13' ceilings. $839,900.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 13th 1-4PM
118 Connecticut Street

Mountainside Center Hall Colonial with  hardwood floors, 
2nd flr laundry, 1st flr bedroom suite & a family room off 
the eat-in kitchen. There is a master bedroom with office & 
bath, three more bedrooms, two zone heat/cac, 2-car ga-
rage & a full basement. Presented for $749,500. 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct  
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Classic Mountainside Colonial boasts a family room, up-
dated eat-in kitchen, charming living & dining rooms, of-
fice & sunroom. There is a master bedroom with full bath, 
three more bedrooms, an updated bath, 2-car garage & a 
picturesque yard with two patios. Presented for: $925,000.  

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

One block from downtown Westfield & commuter trans-
portation, this two bedroom, two bath town home features 
hardwood floors, a living room with fireplace, formal din-
ing room, an eat-in kitchen, laundry room, storage room, 
central air & a one car garage. Presented for: $499,000.

This spacious Westfield home features  an updated eat-in 
kitchen, family room, dining room & an enclosed porch. 
The master bedroom with bath joins three more bedrooms 
& an updated bath. A beautiful property & a splendid lo-
cation add to this home’s allure. Presented for $769,000.  

Natural wood trim, box beam ceilings & archways fill this 
charming Westfield home with an innate beauty. There is 
a new state-of-the-art kitchen with butler’s pantry & two 
new baths. The 1.43 acres of well-manicured property 
boasts an in-ground pool & magnificent landscaping. Pre-
sented for $1,395,000. 


