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PARKER, WHEELER, BRUCE TO LEAD

Raider Boys, Girls Face
XC Number Shortage
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS…Senior Tri-Captains Ally Prestridge, left, Delia
McGee, center, and Sarah Canfield look to lead the Raider girls soccer team to
another successful season and another Union County Tournament title.

No team captains have been identified but the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys and girls crosscountry teams look for senior Brandon Wheeler and juniors Alex Parker
and Laura Bruce to be the frontrunners
in their respective packs.
Presently, the boys have 16 runners
and some experience but they have
graduated an outstanding competitor
in Martin Sweeney, who placed third
in the Union County and Group 3
sectional tournaments and 10th in the
Group meet.

PRESTRIDGE, McGEE, CANFIELD NAMED CAPTAINS

Raider Soccer Girls to Face
Stiff Competition this Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating five seniors,
who have been on a Union County
championship team in all four of their
years and harvested two sectional
crowns, this year’s Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls soccer
team returns a host of experienced
athletes, who are preparing to face
some very stiff competition.
“Last year, we played a lot of underclassmen. In most games we
played 18 players, so we have a lot of
kids with experience. We still have
some new kids, who are going to gain
experience. We will be competitive,”
Kevin Ewing, in his eighth season as
Raider Head Coach, said.
Last year, the Raiders finished
ranked well within the top-20 with a
19-5-1 record to set an SPF record for
wins. It would be up to team captains
Ally Prestridge, Delia McGee and
Sarah Canfield to make sure their
team keeps on a steady course.
McGee, who was named to the AllUnion County (UC) Second Team,
and Prestridge will command the
backfield and will receive support
from senior Devon Daly and junior
Claudia Falconieri.
“She’s good. She’s smart. She could
play anywhere on the field. She’s
very vocal. She’s a big help,” coach
Ewing said of McGee.
Junior Emily Nagourney heads a
solid midfield, which includes seniors Lauren Rosenthal, Kathryn

Dinizo and Canfield.
“We are going to count on Emily
Nagourney to control our midfield
and Ally Prestridge in the back helping us out on defense. There are a
number of kids, who have experience
and are going to step up. We are
looking forward to a good season,”
said coach Ewing, who added, “Sarah (Canfield) is such a strong soccer
player, physically strong, mentally
strong. She played the majority of the
minutes last year because we needed
her on the field and we are going to
need her on the field this year.”
Goals must be scored and two of
the most prominent Raiders to make
that happen are senior Morgan Burke
and junior Avika Shah, an All-UC
Third Team selection last year. Junior
Gabby Vacca and sophomore Sarah
Vanbuskirk are also expected to play
as forwards.
“Morgan is going to help us out a
lot with her leadership, speed on the
field and her ability to hit the ball.
Avika is good at finding the back of
the net, so we are going to look to
them for some scoring, along with a
couple of other people,” coach Ewing
said.
Three girls are vying for the goalkeeper spot vacated by All-American
Jackie Law, who graduated last year.
Junior Paige Della Badia, sophomore
Meghan Allen and freshman Taylor
Sebolao have been working diligently
to fill the vacancy.
“Over the past six years, we had

Lauren Mains, who was a regional
All-American, then Jackie was an
All-American. This year, we have
three girls, who have experience. They
just haven’t been tested yet. They will
be fine,” said coach Ewing.
The Raiders will open at home with
a very strong Pingry team tomorrow,
September 11, then they will follow
with a host of Union County teams,
which includes rival Westfield on
Wednesday, September 23.
“We like facing good competition.
It prepares us for the playoffs,” coach
Ewing said. “Union County, the talent level is pretty tough this year.
There are a lot of teams that are pretty
even in ability.”

“We have a decent number of boys.
We will probably pick up some more but
I have a number of kids, who have been
running for three or four years with
decent experience. They’ve run in the
group meets before and they have run on
a competitive level. I am expecting a
decent season out of them,” Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel said. “Westfield will
be tough and Summit will have a decent
team. I think we will be able to mix it up
better with them than we did last year.
Not having Martin will hurt but I think
Alex and Brandon came along far enough
last spring that it will make up for it. We
will have two guys a little farther up than
we did last year.”
Only eight runners make up the
girls team and only one, Bruce, has
strong cross-country experience.
“Numbers have always been a problem. We don’t really have much in the
way of experience. Six of those girls
have never run cross-country before,”
coach Koegel pointed out. “Laura will
have a real good season. She is one of
the hardest workers I’ve ever had. She
will put in whatever miles I want her to
do. She will run through walls. It might
take us a little while to feel ourselves
out get some experience to figure out
how to run the race. It will be a learning process but we will be alright.”
Junior Kathleen Leeper should
catch on quickly since she placed
second in the Union County spring
track meet in the 3,200 meters and
junior Ali Pearl, who competed
hurdles and middle distances, could
also catch on quickly.
“Kathleen is a good runner. She is
better the longer the race is. The longer
the distance the better she is. She and
Laura are some of the better runners in
the division and I think Ali can develop
into that as well,” coach Koegel said.
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RAIDER X-C PACK LEADERS…Pictured, left to right, junior Alex Parker,
senior Brandon Wheeler and juniors Ali Pearl, Laura Bruce and Kathleen Leeper
plan to be in the front of the pack for the Raider boys and girls cross-country teams.
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SOON TO BE WAVES OF BLUE…The Blue Devil girls cross-country team will
present 86 blue uniforms at their meets this season.

Westfield XC Girls Look
Forward to Great Season
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waves and waves of “Blue” will
continue to flow over the paths of
Tamaques Park as the 86-strong
Westfield High School girls crosscountry team looks ahead to a new
season and a new conference.
The Blue Devils are riding on a 36meet (4 seasons) undefeated record
and the varsity won the Watchung
Conference for the second straight
year, bringing their total to 10 titles.
Prior to dropping a meet to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (Raiders) in 2003,
the Blue Devils had 92 consecutive
dual meet victories (1991-2003).
Westfield won the Mt. St. Dominic’s
Invitational meet at all three levels
last year, so there is indeed a winning
reputation to uphold.
Sharon Faktor, Caraugh Ball, Meg
Pulliam and Becky Castaldo have
been selected team captains but other
individuals to watch would be: sophomores Danielle Grimes and Kelsey
Hall, juniors Gabrielle Tanji and
Astrid Adriaens (both crossovers
from soccer) and senior Samantha
Kaufman, along with senior Amy
Roggenburg, juniors Evan-Rae
Hindes, Tierny Cummings, Abby
Kwok, Alex Fraenkel and Alyssa
Hatch, sophomores Allegra Larche,
Allie Rubin, Alexis Murphy and Julia
Fisher, and freshmen Theresa
DePalma, Alyssa Fernandez,
Courtney Han, Ellie Reinhardt and
Maggie Tanji.
“When you have a team of 80 plus
athletes you have a major reservoir to
choose from. Our program is evolu-

tionary and, as the season progresses,
everyone has the opportunity to step
forward and make their presence
known,” pointed out Thom Hornish,
in his 37th season as Head Coach.
The Blue Devils will need that vast
reservoir with the new Union County
Conference, which includes A. L.
Johnson, the defending county champions last two years, and the Raiders.
Summit will also be a powerhouse in
the county.
“The ultimate goal at the varsity
level earn to the right to compete at
the Meet of Champions by being
among the top three teams in Group
IV. That’s a major accomplishment
given the depth and quality of the
competition,” coach Hornish said.
The Blue Devils have won the
county title from 1991 through 2002
and in 2004. They won the State Sectional Championship in 1991, 1994,
1995, 1998, 2000, 2004 and 2005.
According to coach Hornish, “The
goal of Westfield cross-country is to
provide a competitive opportunity for
each member of the team and to develop a collective team spirit. Our
goal is to achieve excellence in both
sportsmanship and competitive effort. Our traditions and records speak
for themselves as to how well we had
lived up to our stated goals. We look
forward to a great season.”
The Blue Devils open on September 12 at the Jersey City-Mount St.
Dominick Invitational. The NJCTC
Class Meet follows on September 19.
Coach Hornish and Jen Buccino, who
has been with the program as an assistant coach since 1995, will be ready.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,195,000

Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Center
Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood floors, gas
fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd floor, walk-up attic, 2
car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and more! MLS # 2705924

WESTFIELD

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$2,195,000

This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes, features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms,
5 full and 1 half bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable
features include custom ceilings, elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room,
master bedroom & master bath, gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite.
Special contractors financing available. MLS # 2677967

CRANFORD

COLONIAL TUDOR

$699,900

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable
neighborhood. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with dramatic wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high
ceilings and plenty of storage. CAC, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage
accessed by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2664629

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD

COLONIAL

$749,900

Artful living at this serene, sought-after address located on a privacy-rich oval...a jewel in the
crown of Westfield. Spacious 5 Bedroom house has a pleasing flow created by archways, sky
lit Family Room, and Kitchen renovated by a top local architect. Light abounds, and paver
patio winds around the house under a blooming archway. Master Bedroom overlooks the
oversized backyard. Giant finished basement with recreation room and office, plus full bath
and 2 Bedrooms on first floor, provide infinite possibilities for home office and family living.
Lovely neighborhood for families, and just a short distance from the elementary school.
MLS # 2685688

WESTFIELD

SPLIT LEVEL

$575,000

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level located on a quiet cul-de-sac, amidst tall trees and a beautiful
park-like setting, this home features updated kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, open
floor plan, Living Room with a gas fireplace, Dining Room with doors that open to a
spacious deck overlooking a scenic private yard, wonderful for entertaining. Central Air
Conditioning and gas heat updated in 2003, new paver walkway to front door, newly paved
driveway and many amenities. Partially finished basement and oversized 2 car attached
garage. MLS # 2693595
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

SPLIT LEVEL

$2,795,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2588807

