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D’ANNUNZIO, HERNANDEZ NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Veteran Raider Boys Could
Be Soccer ‘Team to Beat’

CRISCUOLO, FUSSMAN SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Envision
Even Stronger Tennis Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five-in-a-row when it comes to
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championships may soon become a
reality because this year’s Westfield
High School girls tennis team may be
even stronger than last year when
they finished with a 14-3 record and
were ranked 11th in the state.

Five of the top-seven Blue Devils
already have UCT titles to their cre-
dentials. Senior Tara Criscuolo, who
won the UCT third singles title her
freshman year, the UCT second singles
title her sophomore year and placed
third at first singles last year, will fill
the second singles slot. Criscuolo will
share team captain responsibilities with
senior Shelley Fussman.

Junior Debbie Wu, a UCT cham-
pion at second singles last year, has
moved to third singles. Juniors
Samantha Borr and Morgan Murphy,
both UCT first double champs, will
remain in that position. Borr and
Murphy were selected to the All-State
Second Team. The pair also made the
All-Group 4 First Team and was
named to the All-State Third Team by
position. Juniors Katherine McKinley
and Melissa Morawski, a three-time
UCT doubles champion, will com-

pete at second doubles.
“Without question, this program

has a lot of talent and with that comes
expectations. We are trying not to
look too far ahead right now. We are
trying to build team chemistry. We
are still getting to know each other as
a team. Understanding there is a lot of
tradition and this team typically has
good seasons, although we do want to
live up to that expectation, we are
going to take this season one step at a
time,” said first-year Blue Devil Head
Coach Matt Varhley, who has an ex-
tensive coaching background.

Varhley, who went to Princeton
Day School and grew up in Hopewell,
has nine years of coaching experi-
ence, beginning his career at Mont-
gomery High School, first as junior
varsity coach then as head coach in
2004 and 2005. He also coached at
Hillsborough and in Lexington, South
Carolina.

“After I moved back to New Jersey,
I was fortunate enough to land a teach-
ing job in Westfield (Edison Interme-
diate),” he said.

Adding a huge punch to the Blue
Devils’ impact is freshman Lexi Borr,
who has climbed to the top of the
ladder to represent the team at first
singles.

“It’s always a surprise when a fresh-
man can come into the program and
move right to the top. She certainly
earned her way. She challenged each
player, worked her way up and she has
been very gracious and humble with
this opportunity. We expect her to be
very successful,” coach Varhley said.

This host of UCT champions, along
with a freshman standout would make
situations very difficult for any team
with visions of dethroning the Blue
Devils

“Anytime you go into tournament
play, the more experience you have
the more success you are going to
have and this team is certainly a sea-
soned group of players,” coach
Varhley said. “We are going to take
that success and instill that into our
younger players.”

Moving ahead in preparation for
the sectional tournament at the end of
the season, coach Varhley said, “It’s
important that we are prepared in
practice every day, encouraging the
girls to practice properly and practice
hard each day. That preparation will,
hopefully, pay off in a big moment.”

After three regular-season matches,
the Lady Blue Devils’ first real test
will be at the Millburn Tournament
this Saturday, September 12.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With 17 returning lettermen, 14 of
whom are seniors, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team could be the “team to beat” this
season. A team that came one win shy
of running the table in the North Jer-
sey, Group 3, Section 2 tournament,
the Raiders can sense the possibility
of being the top dog in the entire
Group 3.

Raider Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky, in his 35th year at the
helm, comes into the season with a
career record to 567-141-43 and feels
strongly about his team’s chances of
success.

“The tremendous amount of depth
that we have, makes so many posi-
tions interchangeable. We anticipate
playing a formation that is a 4-5-1 (4
defenders, 5 midfielders, 1 striker).
This group really bought into the sys-
tem. Their tactical understandings
they possessed in all the scrimmages,
we have had the majority of posses-
sion in the games,” he said.

Senior Matt Greaney is the forerun-
ner for the striker position but junior
Blake DeJohn, sophomore Billy Babis,
senior co-captain Joe D’Annunzio or
senior Mike DelSordi could also fill
the position from time to time.

“They are all options we could
turn to if we wanted to,” coach

Breznitsky said.
Senior standout Johan Hernandez,

who had been injured last year, and
sophomore Travis Cortes may be the
offensive midfielders. The holding
midfielders may be senior Steve Bello
and DelSordi. According to
Breznitsky, the outside midfielders
could consist of any of the following
guys: seniors Zach Flanzman,
Brendan McEvoy, Brian Kahn or
Nigel Fung-a-Fat, DeJohn or junior
Rory Szeto.

“With Johan being back, we go
from an A team to an A+ team. He is
an exceptional player. Totally healthy,
he is one of the top 3-4 players in the
entire state. His experience, having
played with his club team and in the
national championships over the sum-
mer is the highest level of soccer you
can play in,” Breznitsky pointed out.

Defensively, I think we are pretty
much set. We have the entire defense
back,” Breznitsky said. Senior Jason
Pearl will be the left back,
D’Annunzio and senior Chris Free-
man will be the center backs and the
right back will be senior Mike
Henkels. Senior Anthony Zukofsky
returns as the goalkeeper.

“We always have high expectations.
This year, it’s one of the better groups
we have had in a while with so many
seniors, so many returning starters and
so much depth. We have to set the bar

very, very high. The majority of these
guys have been three-year varsity start-
ers. Their trip to Brazil brought the
group closer together. It allowed them
to see and believe that they are capable
of playing at an extremely high level.
They have great team chemistry. They
like each other and they are pretty
determined to set their mark. I think,
within the counties and within the
sectionals, if not within the state, we
are the team to beat,” said Breznitsky,
who added some words of caution.
“There are so many intangible factors
that have to fall into place. You have to
stay healthy. No matter who you are
playing, soccer like in hockey, the best
team doesn’t always win the game.
Some days there’s an invisible wall in
front of that goal and no matter how
hard you try, scoring a goal just doesn’t
happen.”

The Raider will host Summit this
Saturday, September 12, at 10:30 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONLY PART OF A FORMIDABLE TEAM…Senior Brian Kahn, header, is one of the 17 returning lettermen that the
Raiders will unleash on their opponents this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POSSIBLY EVEN BETTER THAN LAST YEAR…The Blue Devil girls tennis team look to defend its Union County
Tournament title in style this season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Shelley Fussman, Lexi Borr, Samantha Borr and
Katherine McKinley; back row, Melissa Morawski, Morgan Murphy, Debbie Wu, Tara Criscuolo and Head Coach Matt
Varhley.
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A DESIGNER’S DREAM  
at The Savannah in Westfield

35 Luxury Condominium Residences  
For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

By Appointment Only  Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h W e s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

The Savannah has CLOSED ON 5 MORE HOMES and  
SIGNED 7 MORE CONTRACTS since the end of May!

The Savannah...distinctive five-story, European-inspired building  
just steps from Westfield’s famed downtown...  

Not only has Pat Pfaffenbach made Westfield her home for four decades, she has also been 
a well-recognized interior designer in the charming Union County Township for the past 
35 years. “Once I saw the aesthetic of the building inside and out, I said to my client and 
friend, ‘I could live here,” Ms. Pfaffenbach recalls. Extremely impressed by what she saw, 
The Savannah proved to be the first and last active adult community Ms Pfaffenbach ever 
looked at. She had found all she needed at the collection of just 35 upscale two-bedroom 
condominiums – an attractive and well-designed building, true feeling of family and com-
munity and a desirable and familiar location which allowed her to remain close to the ma-
jority of where her clientele resides. “As a designer, I felt I never saw a building where the 
exterior was equally as beautiful as the interior of the building, but The Savannah had it all,” 
stated Ms. Pfaffenbach. “I knew this was where I wanted to 
live. What started as a visit with a client ended with both 
of us buying homes here.”

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

857 Highland Avenue, Westfield  $1,065,000

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Elegant home nestled on manicured grounds on the bend of Highland Avenue.  Beautifully appointed with a Foyer
leading to a Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/breakfast bar; Family Room and Sun
Room.  Wonderful Master Suite full bath, Recreation Room and 2 car attached Garage.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 13th • 1-4PM

converted from a guard to a tight end
and, “He’s done a really good job,”
noted DeSarno.

Seniors Adam Metz (center), guards
Brandon Dietz and Mike Costa, and
tackles Brett DeNicola and Mike
Sheehan will make up the offensive
line.

“We are all seniors up front but we
are only returning two starters (Dietz,
Sheehan). We are a work in progress
right now,” DeSarno pointed out.

The Blue Devils work a four-four
defensive scheme and interior line-
men Dietz and junior Garrett Pryor,
and ends Willie Johnson, a three-year
starter, and junior Nick Matthews
offer a lot of aggression. Scanlon and

junior Andrew Arnold are the inside
linebackers and Murray, Ondi and
senior Chris Fantini will work at the
outside linebacker spot. Nolasco and
senior Zach Helfand are expected to
work the corners and Gray is set at
safety.

“Our strength is our front line. We
are returning three out of the front
four, Willie, Nick and Brandon. We
really love Garrett. He did a great job
on our JV team. Our linebackers are
getting better and better, and our sec-
ondary is brand new but they have
worked well also. Hugo, Zach and
Pat are kids, who we are going to
count on,” DeSarno said.

A host of sophomores make up the

body of the special teams and John
Gribbin, who became one of only
three freshmen in WHS history to
score varsity points when he split the
uprights on all five point after at-
tempts against Scotch Plains-
Fanwood last year, will kick off and
work extra points this season. Gray
will do the punting.

“We are very sophomore domi-
nated in our special teams,” said
DeSarno. “Our long snapper is John
Lanzano, our holder is James
O’Rourke and our kicker is Gribbin.

The Blue Devils will have to be in
high gear once Elizabeth enters Gary
Kehler Stadium and maintain that high
revving for the rest of the season.
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