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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRST TIME BUYERS

NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD

COLDWELL BANKER HOME LOANS

1-888-317-5416
AHS HOME WARRANTY COLDWELL BANKER CONCIERGE®

PREVIEWS® INTERNATIONAL ESTATES DIVISION

GLOBAL RELOCATION SERVICES

NEW HOMES & CONDOMINIUM DIVISION

VIEW THOUSANDS OF HOMES ONLINE

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfi eld-East Offi ce
209 Central Avenue
Westfi eld, NJ  07090

908-233-5555
If you are a fi rst-time 

homebuyer, or have not 
owned a home in three 

years, learn how you can 
get an $8,000 federal 
tax credit when you 

close on the purchase 
of any principal residence 
between January 1, 2009 
to November 30, 2009. 

The outstanding selection 
of available homes and 
attractive interest rates 
make this a great time 

to buy a home.

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark 
licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

CLARK  $399,900
Lisa Stafford
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD  $598,900
Grace Rappa
908-301-2019

CRANFORD  $499,000
Kathy Monahan
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD  $550,000
Frank D. Isoldi
908-301-2038

SCOTCH PLAINS  $539,900
Joan Kylish

908-301-2043

WESTFIELD  $429,900
Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036

WESTFIELD  $1,549,000
Judy Koeppel
908-301-2041

WESTFIELD  $399,900
Dario Muscaritolo

908-301-2028

CRANFORD  $415,000
Barbara Zeckman

908-233-5555

WESTFIELD  $878,900
Elvira Ardrey
908-301-2003

Michael Scott
Branch Vice President

908-233-5555

Lady Blue Devils Look
For Fine V’ball Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Variety in the attack will be a pri-
mary focus of the Westfield High
School girls volleyball team this year
but that focus lies within the hands of
a relatively inexperienced squad.

Blue Devil Head Coach Bev Torok,
in her 14th season at the helm, said,
“We are a fairly inexperienced team.
We are working hard to improve our
skills and build on our base. The girls
are correcting their errors. They are
working very well together and com-
municating well. We are hoping to
run on that. We are looking to have a
good season.”

Last year, the Blue Devils struggled
to get near the .500 mark and the only
fulltime returning starter is sopho-
more Grace Antonelli, who will act as
the libero.

“Grace plays a very important po-
sition. She is a defensive player. She
can serve. She controls the defense. It
is a huge, huge part of the game. Even
though she is only a sophomore, she
played every game as a freshman.
She brings a lot of experience with
her and she is our best passer,” coach
Torok said.

The variety and offensive punch
will come from outside hitters Amanda
Earl (sophomore) and Emma Partridge
(junior), and senior middle blockers
Gab Cerami and Lisa Nehring.

“All four are bringing a varied at-
tack and that is what we are going to
use for our game plan this year,”
coach Torok revealed.

Junior Jennelle Abbattista is ex-
pected to be the setter, junior Abby
Flaherty will be the right side player
and senior Danielle Cofone will be a
setter/defensive specialist.

From her libero position, Antonelli
has been effective in the past digging
the ball out of the back and getting it
to the front line.

“Actually, a lot of the other players
are very good at that. Emma and
Amanda, as outside hitters, also play
very good defense,” coach Torok
added.

The Lady Blue Devils will be able
to put their game plan in action within
the Union County Conference
Watchung Division at Union on Mon-
day, September 14, at 4 p.m. The Blue
Devils will host the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders the following Mon-
day, September 21, at 4 p.m.

For Openers, Lizzy-Beth
Is Start of ‘New Dawn’

In 44 meetings against Elizabeth
High School (or Battin, or Thomas
Jefferson as it was previously known)
in an off-and-on football series that
began in 1901, WHS has won just 14
times, with 28 losses and two ties.

No school has dominated WHS over
the years as much as the Minutemen. In
fact, since WHS won in 1984 (Dick
Zimmer’s last coaching victory), Eliza-
beth owns a 20-1-1 mark against the
Devils (the teams didn’t play in 1998,
’99, 2002 and ’03). The lone WHS
victory in that string was two years ago,
13-7, at Williams Field. Last year, of
course, was the meltdown game, when
the dominating Devils let Lizzy-Beth
rally to escape with a 28-26 victory.

(A guy with blue-tinted glass might
note that WHS owned a 13-8-1 mark in
the series before Elizabeth started to
dominate.)

While WHS has suffered a few lop-
sided losses over the past quarter-cen-
tury, there have been more than a few
heart-breaking non-wins – 14-3 in ’86,
24-14 in ’87, 14-7 in ’90, 14-13 in ’91,
14-14 in ’92, 21-12 in ’93, 7-6 in ’95,
to name a few.

So, can any true WHS football fan
think of a better way to open the ’09
season then playing the Minutemen?
At home. On the turf of Gary Kehler
Stadium. This Saturday, 1 p.m.

WHS has had quite a variety of open-
ing-day opponents over the years. Since
1929, they’ve had no less than 19 dif-
ferent opponents to start the season,
including (with total number of open-
ers in parenthesis):

Somerville (17), A.L. Johnson (13),
Summit (10), Kearny (5), Rahway (5),
Union (5), Cranford (4), Linden (3),
Dickinson (2), Ferris (2), Middletown
(2), Millburn (2), Old Bridge (2),
Randolph (2), Ridgewood (2),
Bernardsville (1), Marist (1), Shabazz
(1) and Snyder (1).

The only time WHS opened with
Elizabeth was in 1901, when Elizabeth
was called Battin High School and
WHS stood for Washington High
School (the school was located on Elm
Street, between Orchard and Walnut
streets, where there are tennis courts
today). The WHS victory that day
kicked off the first of the school’s state-

record 15 unbeaten seasons.
An interesting, and potentially out-

standing season is upon us, with plenty
of returning lettermen, plus promising
players up from the strong jayvee and
freshman teams – and a new schedule.
Gone are longtime opponents Irvington,
Shabazz, Newark East Side and Kearny
with a combined 16-25 in 2008 – re-
placed by Skyland Conference teams
Watchung Hills, Bridgewater-Raritan,
North Hunterdon and Montgomery – a
combined 16-24.’

This is the first of eight games before
the cutoff for the playoffs. After Satur-
day it’ll be at Watchung Hills (Sept.
17), Bridgewater-Raritan (Sept. 26),
the bye week, at North Hunterdon (Oct.
9), at SP-F (Oct. 17), Montgomery
(Oct. 24), at Linden (Oct. 30) and at
Union (Nov. 6). After two weeks of
sectional playoffs, the regular season
concludes Nov. 26 against visiting
Plainfield. The sectional championship
game, for those looking ahead who
want to arrange their work schedule
around it, is the weekend of Dec. 4-5.

Some thoughts from the Long Branch
scrimmage on Aug. 25:

The best player on the field was Joe
Ondi. In fact, if he’d been wearing No.
1 instead of his normal 30, you’d have
sworn it was 2001 again and Matt Daly
was still playing. Ondi and A.J. Murray
will make up for the graduation loss of
Ricardo Johnson – with fewer 60-yard
runs, and more 20- and 25-yarders. Both
Wesley Belle and Dan Kerr showed they
can do the job at quarterback.

With the possible exception of
Plainfield QB Tyrone Johnson, a healthy
Pat Gray will be the most exciting player
– on both sides of the ball in every game
WHS plays. Whether he’s catching
passes, running reverses, punting, fake
punting, blocking punts/PATs, return-
ing kicks or playing center field from his
safety spot, No. 87 is a special talent.

The offensive line could be the best
since the ’98 season. Across the front
it’s tackle Mike Sheehan, guard Bran-
don Dietz, center Adam Metz, guard
Mike Costa, tackle Brett DeNicolas
and tight end Aiden Scanlon.

The defensive front of Nick
Matthews, Metz, Dietz and Willie
Johnson is rugged, brutal, tough. And
linebackers Ondi, Scanlon, Andrew
Arnold and Murray are very, very solid.

In the three years under Jim DeSarno,
the Blue Devils have 20 wins. The
improvement has been steady – 6-4 to
7-4 to 7-3 – and definitely could con-
tinue this fall. Those 20 wins are the
best three-year stretch since 2000-02,
when Ed Tranchina’s teams won 21 (6-
4, 8-3, 7-3). And that was the best
three-year stretch since 1979-81, when
Gary Kehler’s teams went 8-2, 7-2, 8-
2 for 23 wins.

(The winningest three-year period
ever was 1976-78 (10-0-1, 11-0, 7-2),
with 28 W’s.)

Don’t wait til the last minute. Hop on
the band wagon now. As Jefferson
Airplane’s Grace Slick said early Sun-
day morning, Aug. 16, 1969, up in
Bethel, N.Y.: “It’s a new dawn.”

CH-CH-CH-CHANGES
There are three new head varsity

coaches at WHS this fall, two due to
maternity leaves.

Alex Schmidt, a boys assistant since
2001, is the new girls soccer coach.
The former WHS star (’96) replaces
Katie Wertheimer, whose teams went
65-26-11 the last five years, including
a shared county title in 2006 with SP-F.

Caitlin MacDonald (’02) takes over
for Mollie (Phelan) Dennis as the field
hockey coach. Dennis’ teams went 12-
20-4 the last two falls. MacDonald is
also the varsity softball coach.

Matt Varhley is the new girls tennis
coach, replacing Frank Geiger, who
guided WHS to a 14-3 record last fall,
including a county championship.

Another new face is football assis-
tant Ron Thornburg; gone is David
Duelks, who is preparing for a job in
higher education.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Faithful Reader Jeff Gilbert from

Pittstown brought up an interesting
point over the summer. As good as the
’77 WHS football team was, imagine
how much better it would have been
with Kurt Butenhoff, who played for
him on the Bear s in the Westfield Boys
Football League.

It would have been hard to replace
any of the ’77 running backs – Butch
Woolfolk, Frank Kelly or Owen Brand
– and John Iglar and Jim Hoblitzell
were awfully good at linebacker.

But Butenhoff at tight end and defen-
sive end? He would have fit perfectly
into the Mark Jackson-Rick Baldwin
mold, two-way ends with attitude.

Who could ever forget the time
Butenhoff told Joe (The Mailman)
Wheatley what he thought the ref could
do after a call made in an especially
tense Bears-Steelers WBFL game in
’72? (It can’t be printed here.)

According to former Bears team-
mate Owen Brand, Butenhoff attended
the Pingry School until high school,
then moved to England. He and his
brother Eric became rugby standouts
(no surprise there). Kurt later attended
Georgetown University, where he
played football. He now lives and works
in Manhattan.

If you have somebody you’d like to
recommend for a “Where Are They
Now” or if there is somebody you’re
wondering what happened to them,
email me at bj1019@aol.com.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Cowles Stewart (’06) is a redshirt

sophomore defensive lineman and re-
turning letterman at the University of
Akron. The 6-foot-1, 295-pounder, who
attended Hargrave Military Academy
in Virginia for a year after graduating
WHS, started Akron’s first two games
of ’08, against Wisconsin and Syra-
cuse, before suffering a season-injury
against the Orangemen.

STILL A QUAKER
Although he did not get the head

coaching job at the University of Penn-
sylvania, Chris Wojcik will remain as
the Quakers’ offensive coordinator and
top recruiter under new coach Mike
Murphy, Wojcik’s friend.

Before going to Penn last season,
Wojcik spent six years as an assistant
coach at his alma mater, Harvard, and
in ’08 he was the head coach at
Bowdoin. A three-sport standout at
WHS, Wojcik (’92) captained both the
soccer and lacrosse teams at Harvard,
finishing his All-America lacrosse ca-
reer with 89 goals and 45 assists.

DID YOU KNOW?
Ken Loveland, a 6-foot, 185-pound

halfback who played in the Westfield
Boys Football League, at Edison Jun-
ior High School and as a sophomore at
WHS, was named the team MVP at
San Ramon (Calif.) High School fol-
lowing the 1965 season. His family
moved to Diablo, Calif., prior to his
junior year. The WHS backfields in
1964 and ’65 were still very strong
with Rudy Brown, Ron Hall and Charlie
Clark in ’64, and then Hall, Joe Goski
and Chuck Hood in ’65.

Similarly, when Jim Leitz, a standout
on the ’58 WHS team, moved to Or-
chard Park, N.Y., and became a local
legend up there. He was replaced at
WHS by Bob Wolfgang and then Dave
Reitze and WHS didn’t miss a beat.
And in 1974 explosive halfback Mark
Benedict moved and was replaced by
Tom Bass. WHS went 9-0 and was
ranked No. 1 in the state.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Will Return

Next Thursday

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VARIETY IN ATTACK…The Blue Devil girls volleyball team plans to focus on
a varied attack for a successful season.

WBA Boys Basketball
Travel Tryout Information

Basketball tryouts are open to all Westfield students interested in playing

travel basketball in the 4th through 8th grades. Typical commitment should

include at least 1 practice and 1 or 2 games a week. Gym availability dictates the

amount of time each team will be assigned. In the event that you make a travel

team there will be a charge of $325.00.

All players who wish to participate in the Boys Travel Basketball Tryouts MUST REGISTER

by visiting the WBA website at WWW.WESTFIELDNJ.COM/WBA and click on

the link that says “Travel Registration”.

All tryout participants should come dressed to play basketball. All players

should bring a water bottle as we will ask that everyone stay in the gym

during the workouts. To prevent water spills, please do not bring screw off

top beverage containers.

There will be 2 teams selected by gender and grade level depending on interest

level of participation for each grade. In grades where there might not be enough

players to support a competitive team, grades may be combined.

For questions feel free to call the WBA at (908) 654-6361, or you can email

questions to wba@westfieldnj.com.

SEPTEMBER 2009

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

7th Grade Boys
7PM – 8:30PM

7th Grade Boys
7PM – 8:30PM

5th Grade Boys
7PM – 8:30PM

8th Grade Boys
8:30PM – 10PM

8th Grade Boys
8:30PM – 10PM

6th Grade Boys
8:30PM – 10PM

6th Grade Boys
7PM – 9:30PM

5th Grade Boys
7PM – 9PM

4th Grade Boys
7PM – 9PM

4th Grade Boys
7PM – 9PM

OCTOBER

David B. Corbin (October 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THREAT…Blue Devil senior Jhakyse Williams has the speed and
moves to be a big scoring threat this season.


