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FW Parking Permits to
Go On Sale October 1
FANWOOD – Fanwood parking

permits for 2010 for Fanwood resi-
dents will go on sale Thursday, Octo-
ber ,1 at a cost of $288 for the annual
permits.

Parking Permits for Scotch Plains
residents for 2010 will go on
saleThursday, October 15, at a cost of
$576. Permits for residents of all other
towns will be available on November
1 at a cost of $576.

Permits can be purchased at the
Fanwood Police Station Headquar-
ters, 75 North Martine Avenue. Per-
mits can be purchased 24 hours a day,
seven days a week by check or money
order only. Cash and credit cards will
not be accepted.

For more information, contact the
Fanwood police sergeant at (908) 322-
5300, extension 153.

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT’S IN A NAME?…The Jolly Trolley in Westfield, long a landmark, has
been renamed The Office Bar & Grill and is currently undergoing renovations.
The staff, however, will remain the same. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lauren
Bianco, general manager; Alexandra Gill; Margaret Carr, the original founder
of the restaurant; Aliya Robbins, and Heather Pizzella.

Snake Found Inside
Tamaques Park Sewer
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Fire

Department assisted Westfield Police
and Animal Control September 6 in
the removal of a snake from a sewer in
Tamaques Park on Lamberts Mill
Road. The fire department was dis-
patched at 2:20 p.m. to assist and the
removal was completed at 4:35 p.m.
The snake was found in the sewer by
the playground area adjacent to the
pond. Fire Chief Daniel Kelly said it
was “a fairly large snake.” He said the
reptile was released to New Jersey
Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife.
Karen Hershey, a spokesperson for the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection, said she could not
verify the New Jersey Division of Fish,
Game and Wildlife retrieved the snake,
but confirmed it was a water snake,
which is not venomous.

Jolly Trolley Renamed
The Office Bar & Grill
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After 41 years, the
Jolly Trolley has changed it name. The
local watering hole is now called The
Office Bar & Grill.

“The only thing that has changed is
the name. It’s the same place,” said the
restaurant’s general manager, Alexandra
Gill. “There are still peanuts on the
floor. That’s what people need to know.”

Sam Borgese, chief operating officer
for Charlie Brown’s Steakhouses, said
the company felt The Office Bar &
Grill, also operated by Charlie Brown’s,
was a better fit for Jolly Trolley since
Office restaurants are usually located
near train stations such as Westfield and
Cranford.

“It (The Jolly Trolley) was the first
original Charlie Brown’s unit,” Mr.
Borgese said. “We looked at what we
were offering in the community and we
felt [Charlie Brown’s on North Avenue
in] Scotch Plains really fulfilled every-
thing that Jolly Trolley was doing. Jolly
Trolley fit The Office description right to
a tee, so we felt that was the right change
to make for the particular location.”

One of the original owners of the
Jolly Trolley and who still works at the
establishment, Margaret Carr, said when
she bought the restaurant in 1966 it had
been a small bar and was a hotel years
before that. She said the structure was
expanded into what had been an alley-
way.

Jolly Trolley was sold to Restaurant
Associates in 1974. Castle Harlan bought
out Restaurant Associates Corp. in July
of 1997 for $50.4 million. In 2005,
Trimaran Capital Partners, a New York
City investment firm, purchased the res-
taurant company from Castle Harlan,
Inc. for $140 million. Charlie Brown’s
no longer owns the only other Jolly
Trolley, which is in New York.

While admitting there is “a tremen-
dous amount of sentimental value” with

the Jolly Trolley name, Mr. Borgese
said it would have been difficult to con-
tinue to operate the Jolly Trolley as a
separate location from the other seven
Office Bar & Grills.

“These are difficult times for restau-
rant operating companies and it was a
difficult decision to make; however, it’s
the best decision to make for the com-
pany and its 400 employees that are part
of our team,” he said.

Mr. Borgese said most of the renova-
tion involves interior work such as color
changes, brightening up the interior of
the restaurant and completing “some
long [needed] repairs.”

The salad bar has been removed to fit
in with The Office concept, which does
not offer salad bars. Booths will be
added to the space where the salad bar
was located. The menu has also changed
to reflect The Office offerings.

Mr. Borgese said the bar area will
remain at its present location.

“It (the bar area) will not be expanded
as much as be opened up,” he said. “The
ambiance doesn’t change, the bartend-
ers and the employees are the same.”

“Even as big as we are, we are like a
family,” Ms. Carr said of the restaurants.

Courtesy of Louis Cerchio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CATASTROPHE…Major damage resulted from a fire on Jenna Court in Scotch
Plains Monday night at approximately 8 p.m. The fire started in the garage area
and caused smoke damage throughout the home. Fire departments from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, New
Providence, Roselle Park and Westfield provided mutual aid to Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, September 1, Faatima
McClease, 33, of Newark was arrested
during a traffic stop in the area of East
South Avenue and Elmer Street on an
outstanding Harrison traffic warrant in
the amount of $1,199. She was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where she was processed and released on
her own recognizance by the Harrison
Police Department. McClease was is-
sued a summons for operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended driver’s license.

Tuesday, September 1, Vincent Irving,
58, of Orange was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $167. He was unable to post bail and
was held in custody until a September 2
court appearance. Irving also was pro-
cessed on an outstanding Newark war-
rant in the amount of $125.

Wednesday, September 2, Nicholas
Gerachi, 20, of Manalapan responded to
Westfield police headquarters to satisfy
an active criminal warrant from Point
Pleasant in the amount of $250. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 2, Colin
MacKay, 20, of Westfield was arrested
during a traffic stop at the south side
Westfield train station on outstanding
warrants from Seaside Heights, in the
amount of $500, and Orange, in the
amount of $239. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance by
both municipalities that had issued the
warrants. MacKay was issued a sum-
mons for operating a motor vehicle with
a suspended license and a seatbelt viola-
tion.

Wednesday, September 2, several traf-
fic signs were vandalized in the area of
Codding Road and Lynwood Place. The
signs were defaced with graffiti in black
and orange paint. The matter currently is
under investigation.

Wednesday, September 2, Everett
Martin, 50, of Elizabeth was arrested
during a traffic stop in the area of Moun-
tain and Colonial Avenues on two out-
standing Jersey City warrants for a total
amount of $192. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail. He was
issued summonses for operating an un-
registered motor vehicle and failure to
inspect.

Brandon West, 20, of Westfield was
arrested during a traffic stop in the area of
East Broad Street and Woodland Avenue
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Thursday, September 3, a burglary was
reported at a Charles Street residence.

Thursday, September 3, Stephen
Mitchell of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Piscataway warrant and on a
charge of marijuana possession. He was
processed and released to the Piscataway
Police Department.

Friday, September 4, a resident of the
500 block of Bradford Avenue reported
the theft of a motor vehicle, which was
last seen in the driveway the previous
night.

Friday, September 4, a Westfield spe-
cial police officer reported the burglary
of a tool storage shed at Tamaques Park.
The front door of the shed was pried
open, but it was undetermined if any
items were missing.

Friday, September 4, a Hyslip Avenue
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged through criminal mischief
while it was parked in his driveway. The
front passenger side door and rear pas-
senger side quarter panel were defaced
with scratches.

Friday, September 4, Yolanda Rowe,
50, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting $53.66 from an Elm
Street supermarket. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on her own recogni-
zance.

Friday, September 4, an investigation
by Westfield Police Department detec-
tives determined that an apparent bur-
glary occurred at a residence on the 1400
block of Grandview Avenue. A back door
screen had been cut and the back door
was opened. The residence was entered
and apparently rummaged through, al-
though it was unknown if any property
was missing. An investigation was con-
tinuing.

Friday, September 4, Westfield police
responding to a report of a fight in progress
at the intersection of West South Avenue
and Drake Place subsequently determined
that two 17-year-old Westfield residents
were the victims of an apparent strong-
arm robbery.

Three male suspects struck the victims
in the face with closed fists before taking
various possessions from the victims and
fleeing the scene. Pursuant to an investi-
gation, three 17-year-old Westfield resi-
dents were arrested in connection with
the case.

Friday, September 4, Nikolas S.
Bitsakakis, 22, of Morganville was ar-
rested at a DWI (driving while intoxi-
cated) checkpoint on the 600 block of
West North Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

Saturday, September 5, Stephen P.
Onorio, 23, and Patricia Lacey, 21, both
of Staten Island, N.Y., were arrested at a
DWI checkpoint on the 600 block of
West North Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. Lacey also was charged
with possession of a prescription legend
drug in the amount of four doses or less.
Both were transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, where they were pro-
cessed and released after being served
with a summons.

Saturday, September 5, Roman
Buchak, 24, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an Eliza-
beth criminal warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 5, a business
owner on the 200 block of East Grove
Street reported an incident of criminal
mischief involving a slab of granite and a
sheet of cement board located on the
exterior premises. The amount of dam-
age was unknown.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of the
200 block of Twin Oaks Terrace reported
a burglary occurred at her residence while
the occupants of the home were on vaca-
tion. Entry was gained through an unse-
cured rear door. It is unknown if any
items were missing.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of the
500 block of Terrace Place reported the
theft of his bicycle while it was parked
unsecured in front of an East Broad Street
restaurant. The bicycle was described as
a white, GT BMX model with gold
handles.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 1, a resident of

Hickory Lane reported that two male
juveniles, described as approximately five
feet, eight inches tall and about 16 years
old, continue to harass her by walking
onto her lawn and jumping up and down
while they laugh at her. According to
police, other acts of criminal mischief
have occurred, including her clothesline
being cut and the nozzle of her hose being
removed.

Tuesday, September 1, a resident of
Chimney Ridge Road reported that some-
one damaged her mailbox by knocking it
off its post. According to police, the resi-
dent did not remove her mail, and was
unsure if her mail had been taken from
the damaged box or if she did not receive
any mail that day.

Tuesday, September 1, Rahssan
Holmes, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Wednesday, September 2, a resident of
Stonybrook Lane reported that she re-
ceived a suspicious telephone call from a
man who told her that she had won a
contest and needed to send him $300 in
order to claim her prize. When she told
the caller she could not afford to pay the
$300, he lowered the price to $150, po-
lice reported. According to police, the
resident became suspicious and asked
the caller for his phone number, at which
time he hung up. The victim was able to
retrieve the phone number from the op-
erator and reported the incident to the
police.

Thursday, September 3, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that her
former boyfriend has been harassing her
by following her around and appearing at
several locations she frequently visits.
According to police, she also has caught
him looking through the windows of her
residence. The victim wanted the inci-
dents on record but did not want to sign a
complaint or file a restraining order at
this time, authorities reported.

Friday, September 4, Jason J.
Morrissey, 26, of Maplewood was ar-
rested for suspected driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Route 22. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held according to John’s Law.

Saturday, September 5, Eugene P.
Nagel, 57, of Mountainside was arrested
for suspected DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, West, at Pembrook
Lane. He was processed and released pend-
ing a court date set for September 17.

Sunday, September 6, Theresa
Callahan, 29, of Eatontown was arrested
for suspected DWI and failure to submit
to a breath test after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22, East. She was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Linda Drive reported that someone en-
tered his work van and removed several
tools and equipment. According to po-
lice, the two rear doors of the van were
left open and the interior light was un-
screwed and disabled.

Sunday, September 6, Nicholas T.
Mancinelli, 27, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with shoplifting from a
Mountain Avenue liquor store and on an
outstanding warrant out of Holmdel in
the amount of $1,552.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Central Avenue reported that someone
broke into his backyard shed using a
prying tool and removed multiple power
tools, including a circular saw, a yellow
laser in a black case, a Stihl saw, a Felker
tile cutter, a Dewalt circular saw and a
sawzall. The total value of all the tools
removed is approximately $1,850.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Edgewood Court reported to police who
were investigating the burglary on Cen-
tral Avenue that his shed was broken into
and a prying tool and a pick-axe were
both removed. According to police, the
prying tool removed from the Edgewood
Court residence was found near the shed
broken into on Central Avenue and will
be tagged as evidence before it is re-
turned.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, September 2, a resident of

Spruce Lane reported that she lost her
wallet at her place of employment, and
that before she could cancel her credit
cards, someone used her debit card to
purchase an airline ticket valued at ap-
proximately $350.

Saturday, September 5, a resident of
Sky Top Road reported that someone
removed her son’s bicycle valued at ap-
proximately $200.

Saturday, September 5, Ryjon Burke,
36, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct and re-
sisting arrest. According to police, offic-
ers responded to a disturbance in the
street and observed approximately 20
people yelling at each other. When police
asked Burke to leave, he yelled obsceni-
ties at the officers and challenged them to
a fight, authorities reported. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 6, Tyman Cobb,
28, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time officers smelled the odor of
alcohol. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, September 6, a resident of
Kevin Road reported that her former boy-
friend calls her repeatedly throughout the
day and yells into the telephone.

Monday, September 7, James Parrish,
34, of Hamilton was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop, at
which time the officer smelled the odor
of alcohol. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Fanwood (no report)

the mandated tax levy cap.
For example, Mr. Tomkins said the

borough’s reserve for uncollected
taxes was reduced, with the funds
redirected in the budget.

The governing body also approved
a resolution to renew a 90-day re-
stricted parking policy along
Birchwood Terrace in an effort to
prevent high school students from
taking up the parking places.

A previous 90-day parking restric-
tion was rescinded in June when the
school year ended, said Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell. But with
the new academic year underway this
week, Ms. Mitchell said the borough
wanted to prevent a “safety hazard
for [Birchwood Terrace] residents.”

“We thank you, because it was a bad
situation,” said Birchwood resident
George Weiss, adding that, “if it was
just a few [student] cars [parking on

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Adopts Budget

ted use. This situation will also result
in additional variances being required
for the property.

Two other applications set to be
heard last week will be put off until
October. Michael Ashworth of Church
Avenue failed to send out the legal
notices for his application to erect a
fence, while Candido Rodriguez of
29 Yarmouth Village had a deficiency
in his notice to subdivide two bed-
rooms into three bedrooms.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Bd.

the street], we wouldn’t have minded,
but this was bumper to bumper…”

Mayor Mahr said the borough’s
Shared Services Committee plans to
meet this month and will hear a pre-
sentation from the county which will
“offer advice on what it does” to
effectively share services with an eye
toward reducing expenses.

Council President Donna Dolce
said the Shared Services Committee
is also planning another “town hall-
style” meeting for later this year.

The mayor said that borough offi-
cials plan to meet later this week
regarding Fanwood’s TV-35 public
access channel.

TV-35 staffer Jim Grover pointed
to ongoing computer equipment prob-
lems and a lack of finances, both of
which are impacting operations. “We
aim to please, but right now we can’t
please,” he said.

billing methodology violates New
Jersey’s Local Fiscal Affairs Law, most
notably citing the law requires that a
party claiming payment from a munici-
pality certify that the amount billed is
correct and accurate. Finally, Clark
claims that the 1995 agreement is “un-
conscionable,” as it allows upward
changes to charges for large flows, but
not similar downward changes.

Clark is currently facing a suit filed
by USG seeking to void a pair of ordi-
nances passed earlier this year by the
Clark Township Council. These rules
set out user charges and termination
fees. USG claims the regulations are
“arbitrary and capricious,” and violate
New Jersey Law, which it said specifies

that rates must “be uniform and equi-
table for the same types and classes of
use and service of facilities.”

According to the USG suit, Clark is
the only member municipality that
charges a large termination fee, in this
case 300 percent of its annual sewage
charge. USG alleges that Clark, its coun-
cil and the Clark Sewage Utility vio-
lated USG’s civil rights and the Four-
teenth Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution’s Equal Protection Clause.

USG is seeking to have the ordi-
nances voided, a declaration that the
termination fee is unenforceable, reim-
bursement of attorney’s fees and court
costs, and both compensatory and pu-
nitive damages.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Clark versus RVSA

Green Acres Releases Funds
For Garwood Athletic Field

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Councilman Stephen
Napolitano said Tuesday that the state’s
Green Acres program has released more
than $750,000 in funding towards the
borough’s athletic field complex project.

The funds are comprised of a $179,084
grant and a $576,916 loan. Green Acres
released the funds after reviewing the find-
ings of recent soil testing at the site, which
revealed elevated levels of historic fill.

“That means [Green Acres] is not going
to hold back any of our funding because of
the contamination,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma said.

According to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) website, his-
toric fill is “non-indigenous material placed
on a site in order to raise the topographic
elevation of the site,” which may contain
contamination. Ms. Ariemma said historic
fill is common in New Jersey and poses no
health risk.

It is unclear what cleanup, if any, will be
required by the DEP. Borough officials said
the fill is covered by two feet of clean soil, a
standard remediation technique. The con-
taminant was also found in areas of the site,
which will not be disturbed during construc-
tion. Garwood is insured, up to a $25,000
deductable, for any decontamination.

In other business, the council heard a
presentation from Jason Kasler regarding
the recently adopted master plan. Mr. Kasler,
who prepared the document, provided a
brief overview of the plan along with rec-
ommendations. Among his suggestions was
submitting the plan to the Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH).

“What this would do is if there is ever a
builder’s remedy lawsuit, it would take it
out of the courts and put it in COAH’s
jurisdiction,” Mr. Kasler said.

Mr. Kasler estimated the borough will
need to provide for 39 units of affordable
housing. After submitting the proper paper-

work to COAH and having the borough’s
plan approved, he said the borough would
need to provide oversight of the units to
ensure they remain compliant.

“Once they’re built and once they’re
occupied, the administration is light,” Mr.
Kasler said. “It’s basically monitoring that
they’re still there, they’re still occupied by
low and moderate-income [residents].”

Also on Tuesday, the council approved a
bond ordinance to purchase a new garbage
truck, and a salary ordinance for municipal
employees. The salary ordinance drew criti-
cisms from resident Bruce Paterson, who in
particular questioned the pay range for the
recreation director. Mr. Paterson took ex-
ception to the $6,000 to $10,000 salary
range for the position and the fact that the
post is pension eligible.

“I do not see any reason why the recre-
ation director should, one, be paid that
much money, and two, be in the pension
fund,” Mr. Paterson said.

Borough officials said a position’s inclu-
sion in the pension system is dependent
upon the salary and not the job title. Bor-
ough Attorney Robert Renaud also ex-
plained that the increase in salary range
does not necessarily coincide with an in-
crease in salary.

“What the mayor and council do is every
few years pass an ordinance that increases
the range,” Mr. Renaud said. “The fact that
the range went up by $2,000 does not mean
that the salary went up by $2,000.”

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLLISION...A school bus, empty of children, and an automobile collides at the
intersection of South Avenue and South Elmer Street in Westfield on Tuesday
morning. The driver of the car was injured and taken to University Hospital by
the Westfield Fire Department.

Correction
A story in the September 3 issue of

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
should have stated that of the 60 Union
County residents lost in the terrorist at-
tacks of 9/11, 39 died without a last will
and testament. Also, the Elizabeth couple
killed in a car crash and referenced in the
article had not arranged for a guardian-
ship of their children, thus setting off a
family legal battle.


