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Dionne Warwick Knows
The Way To Union County

RAHWAY – Dionne Warwick, who
has established herself as an interna-
tional musical legend and humanitar-
ian, will bring her blend of pop, gospel
and R & B to the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center on November 14.

Warwick began singing in church as
a child in East Orange. While attending
college, she began doing session work
in New York, where she met Burt
Bacharach, a composer, arranger and
producer who asked her to sing on
demos of songs he was writing with
new partner, Hal David.

In all, Warwick, Bacharach and David
racked up 30 hit singles, including “Do
You Know The Way To San Jose,”
“Message To Michael,” “This Girl’s In
Love With You,” “I’ll Never Fall In
Love Again” and “Reach Out For Me,”
as well as close to 20 best-selling al-
bums.

She received her first Grammy Award
in 1968 for “Do You Know The Way to
San Jose?” and, in doing so, became the
first African-American solo female art-

ist of her generation to win for Best
Contemporary Female Vocal Perfor-
mance.

Warwick also pioneered the music
industry’s fight against AIDS. In 1985,
she reunited with Bacharach, and long-
time friends Gladys Knight, Stevie
Wonder and Elton John to record “That’s
What Friends Are For.” Profits from the
sale of that song were donated to the
American Foundation for AIDS Re-
search (AmFAR).

In 1990, she joined forces with a
number of artists to raise more than
$2.5 million for various AIDS organi-
zations at the “That’s What Friends Are
For” Benefit. She was one of the key
participants in the all-star charity single
“We Are The World” and performed at
“Live Aid”.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway. Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $37. For more information, see
supremeconcerts.com or ucpac.org, or
call (732) 499-8226.

Essex Water Color
Club Presents Demo
AREA – The Essex Water Color

Club will present a watercolor paint-
ing demonstration by award-winning
artist Joel Popadics, former president
of the New Jersey Watercolor Soci-
ety.

The event will take place Sunday,
September 13, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Center, located at
204 Hillside Avenue. Admission is
free to members and $5 for guests and
non-members. Refreshments will be
served. Contact: (973) 994-1597 or
visit ewcclub.com for more informa-
tion.

September’s First Friday
Brings The Yas Cortes Duo

WESTFIELD – The New First Fri-
day Music Series, presented by
TEATRO Sí at the intimate Galeria
West Art Gallery, brings to the area a
unique opportunity to enjoy and cel-
ebrate the diversity of music genres as
performed live in concert by a series
selection of renowned artists.

From a night of the tango from
Argentina to the allure of smooth and
Latin jazz, the event, to be hosted on
the first Friday of each month, trans-
ports attendees to far-away places via
the music and artworks at Galeria West.

After a well-received inaugural night
in August, the First Friday events con-
tinue on September 4 at 7 p.m. with the
refined music talents of the Yas Cortes
Duo, as they bring to the listening

audience the sound of Andean and
Folkloric music of various South
American regions.

The duo is comprised of Maria
Cortes and Oscar Yas. The husband-
and-wife team was born in Argentina,
where they have won several presti-
gious music and vocal contests. The
duo’s extensive repertoire includes
Latin American music and the popular
tango, as well as Boleros and the Fla-
menco.

Space is limited, and those inter-
ested should reserve tickets early. There
is a suggested event donation of $10
per person. To learn more, call the
TEATRO Sí box office at (908) 301-
9496. For more events information,
visit TeatroSi.com.

BACK TO SCHOOL…In early August, the St. Michael’s Music Ministry hon-
ored Daniel Adamczyk, front center, for six years of service. Mr. Adamczyk has
been the music ministry director at St. Michael’s Parish and will be returning to
school to further his education. In addition to music director, Mr. Adamczyk is a
composer. The adult choir, this past year, performed several of his pieces during
the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

...Where Dreams Take Center Stage
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Leave it to crazy genius filmmaker
Quentin Tarantino to get the whole
country cursing. Which essentially is
what we’re doing whenever we pro-
nounce the name of his great new
action-suspense-fantasy, Inglourious
Basterds. At once insanely novel, self-
indulgent, subliminally abstract and
brilliant, it is also wonderfully sus-
pect on several counts.

It all revolves around a tall tale of a
wish…a hopeful castle in the sky.
Rather than mostly being ignored by
the West during WWII, European
Jewry is given retributive validity. In
this faux version of history, fully aware
of the German atrocities, the U.S.
dispatches a special unit of Jewish
commandoes to spread terror among
the Nazis.

Dropped into occupied France, only
the leader of this “Dirty Dozen”-de-
rived group of terrorist-assassins
doesn’t emanate from one of the origi-
nal tribes of Israel. Fact is, Lt. Aldo
Raine, sensationally portrayed with
tobacco-chewing charm by Brad Pitt,
numbers Mountain Man Jim Bridger
and a handful of Cherokee among his
ancestors.

This may explain the title guerril-
las’ M.O. To the horror of those spared
so that they may tell of the brutality
they’ve witnessed, captured German
soldiers are slaughtered and scalped,
but not necessarily in that order. If
they’re really unlucky, they get to be
clubbed to death by the bat-wielding
Bear Jew (Eli Roth) while his confed-
erates hoot and holler.

Thus the Basterds, as they are
soon referred to in trepidatious tones
from Berlin to Paris, manufacture
fear. And in the process, it makes
for vicarious gloat. Never mind that
the beast is long escaped from Ha-
des and that even 12 million more
wrongs can’t make a right. Tarantino
unapologetically offers up on a shiny
silver platter the oddest vengeance.

It’s allowed and applauded…what
may one day be seen as cinema’s
biggest guilty thrill. They are, after
all, Nazis. And while in real battle
once protected by the Geneva Con-
vention, in fiction they are the last
bastion for political incorrectness. So
say what you will. It is rather doubt-
ful any Nazis will openly take um-
brage at their treatment here.

Still, it would all ultimately wear
thin were it not for the fantastic sus-
pense yarn auteur Tarantino weaves
through the visceral apocalypse. Etch-
ing several beautifully measured
scenes, each one more pregnant with
seat-edged tension than the last, this
is where he firmly places himself
among America’s most important liv-
ing filmmakers.

It’s not just that his storylines and
concepts seemingly come out of left
field. It’s the ability to bring them full

Inglourious Basterds:
Spells Entertainment

circle in his inimitable, shock-and-
awe style. And ever so subtly, whether
by intention or blissful, crazy-as-a-
fox by-product, there is satiric wis-
dom in his explosive diatribes. Don’t
look now, but the nihilism has ma-
tured into social comment.

For film buffs, there is an extra gift.
Tarantino’s love of movies makes for
a perennial celebration of the me-
dium, whether by reference, nuance
or sheer exultation. Like a racecar
driver who conceitedly knows he’s
sitting in the goods (his filmmaking
skills analogous to the controls), he
presses deep the pedal with knowing
power and flair.

That he gets superb performances
from his actors doesn’t hurt. Case in
point, Christoph Waltz as Colonel
Hans Landa, the notorious “Jew
Hunter” and inarguable star of
Inglourious Basterds. Hate for this
villain germinates in his interroga-
tive, opening tête-à-tête with a French
farmer (Denis Menochet). It could
make an old V.P. cringe.

The scene is worthy of drama class
duplication and dissection. In it, the
writer-director gives us a glimpse into
the dark soul of what lies ahead, whilst
also conveying the too often tragic
dilemmas that confound humanity.
The only constant is evil. It just is,
like a force of physics. And, in the
hands of the Basterds, can be used for
good, if you will.

Meanwhile, everyone’s a bit nuts if
not mad as hatters, their motivations
all over the map. That their quirki-
ness and the sheer whims of chance
will impact major events staggers us.
But you can bet that before all is said
and done, auspicious push will come
to grandiose shove. And in signature
Tarantino style, intents will magi-
cally converge.

Without giving too much away,
suffice it to note a French movie the-
ater owner’s plan of reprisal just hap-
pens to coincide with the British high
command’s scheme to end the war.
Our boys are called in to lend their
cutthroat skills to the exciting gam-
bit. And it is here that the director
takes a flyer. The big windup glar-
ingly begs our suspension of disbe-
lief.

While heretofore grounding each
of his story’s chimeras in reality, an
implausible German laxness depicted
in the climactic scenes goes unex-
plained. But we’ve gone this far. And
gosh, it’s a fantasy. So we opt to enjoy
by letting the established momentum
speed us over the filmic pothole and
forgive Inglourious Basterds its few
illegitimacies.

* * *
Inglourious Basterds, rated R, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Quentin Tarantino and stars Brad
Pitt, Christoph Waltz and Melanie
Laurent. Running time: 153 minutes.

Fall Semester Registration
Continues at Music Studio

WESTFIELD – Whether one is a
novice musician or an experienced
player, the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio has a
program to adapt to each student’s
ability and interests.

When the Music Studio begins its
fall semester on September 10, more
than 30 skilled music educators and
professional artists will help vocal-
ists and instrumentalists at every level
develop their musical talents.

According to Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
NJWA, “What makes our studio
unique is the faculty. Our teaching
staff has the knowledge and experi-
ence to accurately evaluate each
student’s ability and design instruc-
tion to fit the individual needs of the
learner.”

Vocal and instrumental lessons, for
both children and adults, are offered
daily in a 30-, 45- or 60-minute for-
mat. There are separate fall, winter,
spring and summer sessions, for
which students may register any time
and tuition will be pro-rated accord-
ingly.

At the Music Studio, vocal stu-
dents are taught proper breathing tech-
niques, tone production, languages,
diction, projection and interpretation.

Instrumental instruction is given
on strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass,
percussion and piano. Students learn
to read music, study scales, under-
stand rhythm, interpret repertoire and

develop range, tone and technique in
solo and ensemble playing, using a
variety of music, including classical,
contemporary and jazz.

The Music Studio also offers sev-
eral group lessons. Kids on Keys, for
ages 4 and older, is a beginner group
piano class where students use the
method of Musique Rapide, an accel-
erated program which helps students
grasp the fundamentals of reading
music. There are also separate group
guitar and voice lessons specially cre-
ated for children ages 5 to 7.

Vocal and instrumental music les-
sons are not the sole offerings of the
Music Studio, which also gives op-
portunities for area musicians to play
in its many bands, orchestras and
symphonies. Among them are the
NJWA Concert Band, Simply Strings,
NJWA Summer Symphony, Rockin’
Jazz Band, International Alphorn
Society Ensemble and the Training
Chamber Orchestra. The organiza-
tion also has a variety of instruments
available for purchase or rental.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696
or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

RENDER UNTO CAESAR…Troupe of Friends rehearses for its latest produc-
tion, Julius Caesar, at The Mindowaskin Gazebo. Pictured, left to right, are:
Joseph Penczak as Brutus, Ken Bigelow as Mark Antony, Bill VanSant as Cassius,
and Fred Dennehy (on the floor) as Caesar. The Friday and Saturday night
performances were moved to the Community Room in Town Hall due to rain, but
the last performance on Sunday afternoon was held at The Gazebo. An estimated
attendance of 300 people came out for the three performances.

Art Group Hosts Show
At Overlook Hospital
SUMMIT – The Contemporary Art

Group (CAG) of NJ, affiliated with
the Watchung Arts Center, is hosting
a show at the Overlook Hospital Gal-
lery, located at 99 Beauvoir Avenue
in Summit.

The show runs from now through
Friday, October 9. There will be an
opening reception on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
main auditorium.

More than 20 artists, all members
of the CAG, are participating. Works
in oils, watercolors, acrylics, pastels,
photography, printmaking, pen and
ink, encaustics and mixed media will
be on view.

Works are on sale through the gift
shop, and a percentage of sales goes
to the Hospital Auxiliary and Contin-
ued Cancer Care.

To learn more, see
contemporaryartgroup.org.

State Arts Council Honors
Visual Arts Center

SUMMIT — The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts (NJSCA) has
designated the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey as a Major Impact Orga-
nization. Awarded at the NJSCA An-
nual Meeting in July, this title is given
in recognition of the Art Center’s
“solid history of artistic excellence,
substantial programming, and broad
public service” throughout the state.

This high honor inducts the Art
Center into a select group of organi-
zations across the state, which com-
prise its anchor institutions, and which
make a significant contribution to the
quality of life for New Jersey resi-
dents.

In addition, all persons serving on
the NJSCA grant panel voted unani-
mously to issue the Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey a Citation of Excel-

lence in support of programs and
projects sustained by state grant fund-
ing. This award certifies that the Art
Center exhibits the highest standards
of excellence in its artistry, opera-
tions, governance, public benefit and
fulfillment of areas of council prior-
ity.

Receiving these awards validates the
Art Center’s commitment to presenting
high quality exhibitions of contempo-
rary art and educational programs. “The
Art Center staff and board are honored
to receive these distinctions,” said Art
Center Executive Director Marion
Grzesiak. “We will continue to strive
for excellence in our mission of ‘bring-
ing art and people together’ through all
our programming.”

For further information, visit the Art
Center at artcenternj.org.

Choral Art Society
Encourages New Members

WESTFIELD – Individuals who
are interested in learning and singing
great choral music are invited to join
The Choral Art Society of New Jer-
sey, based in Westfield. Rehearsals
are held weekly on Tuesdays from 8

to 10 p.m., September through May,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street.

The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 8, with registra-
tion and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Rehearsals are held in the
church’s choir room. The entrance is
on Mountain Avenue. Singers inter-
ested in joining are invited to attend a
rehearsal and meet with James Little,
the society’s musical director.

The fall semester will be spent pre-
paring for the Saturday, January 23,
2010, performance of John Knowles
Payne’s Mass in D, which is a full-
length, fully orchestrated work in the
Romantic style, complete with a quar-
tet of soloists.

Mr. Payne (1839-1906) was an or-
ganist as well as the first professor of
music at Harvard, the first to hold
such a position at an American uni-
versity.

The winter/spring semester rehears-
als will start Tuesday, January 26,
2010, in preparation for an afternoon
performance on Sunday, May 16,
2010, at Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit. The program will feature
John Rutter’s Feel the Spirit, a set of
spirituals arranged in a jazz style jux-
taposed with some well-known oper-
atic choruses.

With members from Union,
Somerset, Bergen, Hudson and
Middlesex counties, The Choral Art
Society is a non-profit community
chorus dedicated to the study and
performance of great choral works.
James Little is starting his 11th sea-
son as musical director.

Celebration Singers
Hold Auditions

CRANFORD – Celebration Sing-
ers Children’s Choir and Young Men’s
Ensemble will hold auditions on
Wednesday, September 9, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, located at 201 Lincoln
Avenue.

The children’s choir is open to stu-
dents ages 9 and older; the young
men’s ensemble is for young men in
grades 8 to 11 with changed/chang-
ing voices. Both choirs rehearse on
Tuesday evenings at the Methodist
Church in Cranford.

The children’s choir rehearses from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the young men’s
ensemble from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m. Each
year, the young men’s ensemble par-
ticipates in the barbershop “Festival
of Harmony” and has been chosen to
perform in their evening concert. Both
choirs sing a variety of music ranging
from classical to pop.

Tom Pedas, a former music teacher
with the Linden and Cranford Public
Schools, who now teaches at Saint
John the Apostle School in Clark,
founded the children’s choir 15 years
ago. The current members come from
three different counties. Many of them
have been chosen for All State, All
Eastern and Nationals Honor Choirs.

For further information, call Mr.
Pedas at (908) 233-2885.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


