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– Obituaries –

Trailside Invites All
For Friday Hayrides
MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are

available for Friday night hayrides
and campfires at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Seats are still available
for hayrides on September 25, Octo-
ber 2, 9 and 16, and November 6.

Early registration is recommended,
as seating for the hayrides is limited.
Rides begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets must
be purchased in advance and no tick-
ets will be sold at the hayrides.

The cost is $5 for Union County
residents and $10 for out-of-county
participants. Tickets can be pur-
chased every day from noon to 5
p.m. at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside,
or weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and
4 p.m. at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, sec-
ond floor, Elizabethtown Plaza at
Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter at (908) 789-3670 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900, or visit the Union County
website: ucnj.org.

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Tutor Training
AREA – Literacy Volunteers of

Union County will hold a 15-hour,
New Tutor Training Workshop Se-
ries this fall. This non-profit, vol-
unteer-driven organization is dedi-
cated to making a difference in the
lives of adult learners by teaching
them basic reading skills, writing
and English as a Second Language.

The first session of the workshop
series will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (This
is a change from previously published
times.) The remaining sessions will
continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
September 15, 17, 22 and 24, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Sessions will take
place at the Plainfield Public Library,
located at 800 Park Avenue.

Once the workshop is completed,
volunteers will be certified to teach
both Basic Reading Skills and En-
glish as a Second Language. Ongo-
ing support is provided to all tutors.

Tutoring requires a time commit-
ment of one hour a week. For more
information or to register, call Su-
san at (908) 755-7998 or e-mail
Susan@lvaunion.org. There is a $40
registration fee to cover the cost of
training and materials needed to
complete the workshop. Need-based
scholarships are available to cover
the registration fee.
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Registration to Begin
For Brownstone Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor a trip to the
Brownstone in Paterson on Tues-
day, October 13. In a show recalling
the old days of New York’s Para-
mount Theater, the Jersey Dream-
ers will present the sounds of Judy
Garland, Frank Sinatra, Eddie Can-
tor, Al Jolson and others.

A menu featuring cream of mush-
room soup, tossed salad, baked ham,
turkey breast with stuffing, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, rolls, dessert
and beverages will be served at
noon. The bus will leave at 9:30
a.m. from the Scotch Hills Golf
Course parking lot on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The cost of the trip is $42 for
Scotch Plains residents and $45 for
non-residents. Residents may reg-
ister beginning on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, and non-residents (space
permitting) may register starting the
following Tuesday, September 22.

Preference is given to residents
since the Township of Scotch Plains
underwrites the cost of bus charters
for all trips sponsored by the advi-
sory committee. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 889-2084 or (908)
322-6700, extension no. 221.

Anne O’Connor, 86
Anne O’Connor, 86, of Easton,

Pa., formerly of Rahway, passed
away on Thursday, August 20, in
Old Orchard Manor Care of Easton,
Pa.

Born in Yonkers, N.Y., she had
lived in Rahway, Westfield and
Hellertown, Pa. before moving to
Easton in 2008.

Mrs. O’Connor was a homemaker.
Her husband, Joseph O’Connor,

predeceased her in 1987.
Surviving are her daughter, Bar-

bara Jacobson; four nieces, Nancy
Spence Breon, Janet Spence
DeVeau, Kim Spence Honig and
Susan Spence Garcia, and a nephew,
Jeffrey Spence. She also was loved
by her sister-in-law, Gladys Spence.

Graveside services were held yes-
terday, Wednesday, September 2, at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.

Arrangements have been completed
by the Pettit-Davis Funeral Home,
371 West Milton Avenue in Rahway,
www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com.
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All Are Invited Sunday
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presbyte-
rian Church will sponsor a series of
open labyrinth walks, with the next one
scheduled for Sunday, September 6.
All walks will take place in the church’s
Bates Hall, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. All are welcome.

Individuals are invited to walk the
labyrinth anytime between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medita-
tion that has experienced a revival. The
11-ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is
modeled after the 13th-century laby-
rinth at Chartres Cathedral in France.

For more information on the laby-
rinth program or future walks, call
the church at (908) 276-8440.

Patricia F. Grillo, 74
Patricia F. (Dunn) Grillo, 74, of

Westfield passed away on Saturday,
August 29, at home.

Born in Linden, she lived in
Westfield since 1975.

Mrs. Grillo was a salesperson at
Thomas Lincoln-Mercury in
Westfield for many years.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Charles.

Surviving are four devoted chil-
dren, Rosemary, Charles, III, Alycia
and Christopher, and four loving
grandchildren.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
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Lillian T. Koster, 82, Registered Nurse;
Was Active In Church, PTA and Scouts
Lillian Theresa Koster of

Fanwood passed away at her resi-
dence on Friday, August 28. She
was 82 and had recently been living
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County. She was attended by
her children during her final days.

Born in Weehawken, she grew up
in Jersey City. She obtained her
Registered Nurse degree at Mt. Sinai
Hospital School of Nursing in 1947,
and married El Koster in 1948.

Lillian lived most of her adult life
in Fanwood. She was active with St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and school in Scotch
Plains and with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools’ Parent-Teacher
Association. Additionally, she was
both a Cub Scout den leader and
Brownie and Girl Scout troop leader.

She was famous for her cooking,
and an ardent reader and crafter,
having sewed many of her children’s
clothes during their younger years.
A model to her children, her life
demonstrated how to prevail through
life’s most difficult challenges.

Lillian lived many successful
roles during her life. In addition to
raising her children, she served in
Carteret for 13 years as the Ball
Glass Occupational Health and
Safety Nurse. She had worked in
the operating and ICU facilities of
both Muhlenberg and Overlook hos-
pitals and taught operating room
nursing techniques at the Somerset
Hospital School of Nursing.

Surviving are her four children,
Mark Koster of Newark, Del., Chris-
topher Koster and Patricia Dolgin,
both of Scotch Plains, and Victoria
Lenhardt of Vienna, Austria; four
grandchildren, Jennifer, Adam,
Rachel and Sean, and three great-
grandchildren. Her husband of 57

years, El Koster, died in 2005.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,

September 1, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass fol-
lowed at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

If friends desire, donations in her
memory may be made to the Runnells
Hospital Foundation, 40 Watchung
Way, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922.
For additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Donald F. Alfano, 85, Was Executive;
Earned Secular and Religious Honors
Donald Francis Alfano, 85, of

Westfield died on Friday, August 28.
Born in Jersey City, he was a gradu-

ate of St. Peter’s Prep, St. Peter’s
College and Fordham University. He
served with the United States Army
as a medic in the European Theater
during World War II and was awarded
a Bronze Star for his valor.

Mr. Alfano had a notable career in
fundraising and development, both
nationally and internationally, fo-
cusing primarily on education and
healthcare. He served as develop-
ment director of Niagara University,
founded Development Directions
Inc., Rockefeller Center, New York,
and was executive vice president at
The College of Mount Saint Vincent.

He received many secular and re-
ligious honors in the course of his
career. Mr. Alfano lent his prodi-
gious talents to numerous non-profit
organizations and served as a direc-
tor of the Pope John XXIII Medical-
Moral Research and Educational
Center, now known as the National
Catholic Bioethics Center.

Surviving are his wife, Loretta
(Tarczynski); his sisters, Dorothy Szot
and Madeline Fernandez of Westfield,
and many nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5, at The Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield. There will be
no visitation and interment will be
private.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Contributions in his memory may
be made to the charity of one’s choice.
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Local AARP to Begin
New Chapter Season
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its first meeting of the 2009-
2010 year on Monday, September 14,
at the Scotch Hills Country Club. It is
located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Chapter meetings begin at 1 p.m.

During this first meeting of the chap-
ter year, members of the Caring, Shar-
ing Network will present information
about various service providers in the
Union County area of particular inter-
est to seniors. These services and their
programs include home health care,
visiting physicians, hearing health care
and palliative and hospice care.

Additionally, members will pay their
yearly dues of $5 at this meeting. The
membership year runs from Septem-
ber to June, the same as the chapter’s
meetings year. A business meeting
will follow the program, and the after-
noon will conclude with refreshments.

The chapter will offer a Collette
tour to South Dakota, the Black Hills
and Badlands from June 17 to 23,
2010. Brochures and information will
be available at the meeting.

Hadassah to Learn
About ‘Clara’s War’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
first meeting of the season on Mon-
day, September 14, at noon at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Clara Kramer will be the special
guest speaker. She has written a book,
entitled “Clara’s War: One Girl’s Story
of Survival,” describing how she and 17
other people were hidden in an under-
ground bunker during World War II to
escape certain death from the Nazis.

During the 20 terrifying months she
was in hiding, she kept a diary that
served as the basis for her book. She
and her family were among the ap-
proximately 5,000 Jews in Zolkiew,
Poland before the war. At the end of
the war, she and her parents numbered
among the approximately 60 people
who survived. Ms. Kramer is the co-
founder of the Holocaust Resource
Foundation at Kean University.

Members are encouraged to bring
a brown bag lunch, and dessert will
be served. For further information,
call Carole Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Junior Women Announce
Town Wide Garage Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club has
announced that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Fall Town Wide Garage
Sale will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12. Hundreds of garage sales
will take place throughout the two
communities.

Residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold their own ga-
rage sales from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
keep all the profits. For $15, each
address is listed on a map of partici-

pating homes and items for sale at
each location. Proceeds from this
sale will support the Junior Woman’s
Club and the work it does in the
community. Last spring, nearly 170
homes participated.

The maps will be available for
free beginning at 10 p.m. on Friday,
September 11, on the organization’s
website, spjwc.com, and at the fol-
lowing locations: Fanwood Quick
Chek on North Avenue, Fanwood
Bagels and Deli in Fanwood and
Quick Chek on Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The club’s first meeting of the
year will take place on Wednesday,
September 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Attendees are welcome to
bring a friend. For more informa-
tion, send an e-mail to
scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net
or call (908) 889-6228.

The Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club is a non-profit com-
munity service group. It is a mem-
ber of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

Knit-Crochet Group
To Aid Sick Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – For the second

consecutive year, the Scotch Plains
Public Library will partner with the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation to pro-
vide knitted and crocheted hats, scarves,
mittens and blankets to children with
cancer that the Foundation supports.

A group will meet to knit and
crochet the items on Monday nights
at 7 p.m. in the Music Room on the
main level of the library, beginning
on September 14 and continuing
through October 26. Participants are
asked to bring their own needles,
hooks and yarn. Refreshments and
patterns will be provided by the
library. There will be no meeting on
Columbus Day, October 12.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Community
members are asked to pre-register
for this event. To sign up, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org. The library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

Mountainside Chapel
Plans Haldini Event

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Chapel invites the community to a
Haldini presentation on Saturday,
September 12, from 7 to 9 p.m. Hal
Ottenstein, a deacon at Mountainside
Chapel and resident of Clark, has
been presenting scripture through
illusion since 1979.

This free presentation is geared
toward adults, but children are wel-
come to attend. Mountainside Chapel
is located at 1180 Spruce Drive, one
block off Route 22, West, off Central
Avenue in Mountainside. For further
information, call the Chapel office at
(908) 232-3456.

Girl Scouts Announce
Garden Event Sept. 17
WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts Heart

of New Jersey and TerraCycle will
team up to offer Connect!, a garden
program that will explore the con-
cept of healthy body image and the
connection between home-grown
produce and health.

The program will take place on
Thursday, September 17, from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Westfield Service Center,
located at 201 Grove Street, East, in
Westfield. Operated with the assis-
tance of a certified nutritionist, this
program will be offered free of charge
to all high school-age girls.

Connect! is part of Journeys 2, It’s
Your Planet – Love It!, a coordi-
nated, focused series of activities
grouped around an environmental
theme that is an integral part of the
Girl Scouts, USA leadership cur-
riculum designed to encourage girls
to experience the three keys to lead-
ership: Discover, Connect, Take Ac-
tion. The Journey 2-based program
is partly funded by a grant from Girl
Scouts USA.

For additional information about
this or other upcoming programs, visit
gshnj.org or call (908) 232-3236, ex-
tension no. 1212, or e-mail
sarnold@gshnj.org. Additional infor-
mation on Girl Scouts and volunteer-
ing also is available by calling (908)
232-3236 or accessing gshnj.org.

St. Bartholomew’s Welcomes
Autism Families to Feast

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children
with autism and their families will
have a special opportunity to enjoy
the St. Bartholomew Italian Festi-
val that will take place this weekend,
September 4 to 7, at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.

Autism Family Tours with Brianna
has coordinated a dedicated time for
this group to enjoy the rides without
the challenges of crowds and loud
noises. On Saturday, September 5,
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., the festival
will open early to accommodate the
special needs of these children.

“These families are welcome to
join us anytime. But knowing the
unique challenges they experience,
I looked to provide a way for these
families to enjoy the feast without
additional stresses,” said the Rever-
end John Paladino, church pastor.

Families with autism can contact
Autism Family Tours with Brianna
to receive wristbands for this free
event. To register for the hour of
rides, fun and socializing, e-mail
mabel@autismfamilytours.org. The
feast grounds are handicap-acces-
sible.

The St. Bartholomew Italian Fes-
tival will be highlighted by a San
Nicola procession taking place on
Sunday, September 6, after the 5
p.m. Mass. The Mass honors the
patron saint of Montazzoli, Italy –
San Nicola di Bari. The procession
band is “The Metropolitan Festival
Band” led by Mike Aromando.

The festival will feature food and
activities throughout the weekend.
Providing entertainment during the

festival will be “Rewind” on Fri-
day, “The VooDudes” on Saturday,
“The Broadcasters” on Sunday and
“Sounds of the Street” on Monday.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church, Saint Bartholomew Acad-
emy and Scotch Plains/Fanwood
UNICO co-sponsor the feast. The
church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue.

Costanzo ‘Gus’ Ianiro, 79, Family Man;
Had Been Tailor and Business Owner

Costanzo “Gus” Ianiro, 79, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Monday, August 31, at Peggy’s House
in Scotch Plains, surrounded by his
loving family.

Born in Italy, he came to the United
States in 1952 and lived in Westfield
for over 40 years.

Gus had been a tailor for Evan
Picone in North Bergen for many
years. He subsequently became the
owner of a Chicken Delight in Eliza-
beth for 10 years and then a mainte-
nance worker for Electro Catheter
Maintenance in Rahway.

Gus was the beloved husband for
57 years of Nicolina DiNezza Ianiro
and the loving son of Antonia Ianiro
(age 100) and the late Filippo Ianiro.
He was the devoted father of Diane
Cappiello and her husband, David,
Mary Ann Halloran and her husband,

Chris, and the late Donna Bucher
(1998), and the loving brother of
Maria, Nicolo, Donato and Giovanni.
He also will be deeply missed by his
seven grandchildren, Michael, Ben-
jamin, Ryan, Christopher, Kevin,
Christine and Alex.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
September 4, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Friends may visit the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, today, Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make do-
nations in Gus’ name to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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JCC Invites Community
To Jewish Family Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – J Connec-
tion, a partnership between the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey and local synagogues,
provides programming for Jewish
families looking to strengthen and
enrich their Jewish connections.

On Sunday, September 13, from 4
to 6 p.m., J Connection’s Jewish Dis-
covery Zone will present its Jewish
New Year Adventure. Families with
children ages 3 to 6 will gather to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah through
songs, stories and crafts. Snacks and
a light supper will be provided.

The cost through Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, is $15 for the first child
and $10 for each additional child. At
the door, space permitting, the cost
for the first child will be $20 and $15
for each additional child. Adults may
attend for free. The event will be held
at the JCC, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Beginning on Monday, October 5, at
9:15 a.m., J Connection will offer Moth-
ers Circle, a free educational and wel-
coming program designed to empower

non-Jewish mothers to create Jewish
homes. The interactive curriculum ex-
plores Jewish holidays, practices, ritu-
als and ethics and provides support and
resources for enriching Jewish family
life at home. Meetings will take place at
the JCC in Scotch Plains.

Touchdowns and Torah will be held
at the JCC café, where adults will be
able to watch Monday Night Football
and participate in a halftime Torah
discussion. The first game, Buffalo
Bills at New England Patriots, is Mon-
day, September 14, at 7 p.m. The cost
is $5 per game. Touchdowns and To-
rah also will host the New York Jets at
Miami Dolphins on Monday, October
12, at 8:30 p.m., the Pittsburgh Steelers
at Denver Broncos on Monday, No-
vember 9, at 8:30 p.m., and the New
York Giants at Washington Redskins
on Monday, December 21, at 8:30
p.m.

For more information about J Con-
nection programs, contact Leslie
Klieger, J Connection director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 259,
or lklieger@jccnj.org.


