
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 3, 2009 Page 13

WF Residents Honored
At Caldwell Homecoming

WESTFIELD — Caldwell College,
last month, honored four of its alumni,

three of whom hail from Westfield,
during its 2009 Homecoming festivi-
ties.

 The 2009 Family Legacy Award was
given to Betty Glen Matuszak ’43, of
Westfield, and her daughters BettyAnn
Matuszak Howson ’69 and Helen
Matuszak Fogarty ’72. Betty Glen
Matuszak was a member of the college’s
first graduating class and its first alumni
president. Over the years, she and her
daughters have continued to serve on
various college committees and play an
active role in campus activities.

The 2009 Peggy A. Harris Alumni of
the Year award was presented to
Kathleen Buse ’72. As Caldwell Col-
lege Director of Alumni Affairs, Ms.
Buse has led many well-received home-
coming events, alumni gatherings,
tricky tray auctions and alumni publi-
cations.

New Students
Welcomed to Schools
WESTFIELD – Every one of

Westfield’s public schools has some-
thing special planned to welcome new
students this year. Whether totally new
to town or advancing in grade to an-
other school within the district, stu-
dents are enjoying a variety of orienta-
tion activities.

Entering kindergarten at Lincoln
School, first grade in any of Westfield’s
six elementary schools, intermediate
school at Edison or Roosevelt, or mak-
ing the big step to Westfield High
School, students are becoming ac-
quainted with their new buildings and
new friends.

FEELING WELCOMED…Edison Intermediate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
is pictured with three of the 80 incoming sixth graders who attended a recent
orientation event on August 19. Edison welcomed its incoming sixth graders to this
second in a series of “Get Acquainted” scavenger hunts and pizza parties,
designed to help the children meet one another and become familiar with the
layout of the school. A similar event was held in July with more than 120 sixth
grade students attending.

Elementary School Teacher
Assists Nicaraguan Teachers
SCOTCH PLAINS – Caitlin

Mahony, a first grade teacher at
School One in Scotch Plains, joined
Somos Amigos Nicaragua for 18
days to provide assistance in the
educational sector and to learn about
the schools and educational prac-
tices in northwestern Nicaragua.
Somos Amigos Nicaragua, a volun-
teer group, met Ms. Mahony in the
country and pro-
vided contacts
throughout her
stay.

From July 28 to
August 14, Ms.
Mahony joined
district supervisor
Rafaela Davila on
her visits to
schools in the out-
lying rural com-
munities of
Villanueva in the
northwestern part
of Nicaragua.

Ms. Mahony
observed classes
and assisted teachers at all grade
levels. Ms. Mahony also had the
opportunity to teach a first grade
class and lead games and learning
activities at all grade levels. Ms.
Mahony brought Spanish language
books, which she used for read-aloud
and response activities, and left them
with the schools, many of which had
no books at all.

Nicaragua is the second poorest
nation in Latin America and the Car-

ibbean. Although 79 percent of pri-
mary-school-age children are en-
rolled, only 29 percent of the chil-
dren finish primary schooling. Pur-
chasing uniforms, basic school sup-
plies, health issues and the long walk
or costly bus ride to the nearest school
constitute major obstacles to educa-
tion.

School One families and teachers
generously do-
nated notebooks
and school sup-
plies, which were
received grate-
fully by needy
children and
teachers.

Ms. Mahony is
looking forward
to sharing her ex-
perience with her
students and fel-
low educators.

“The reality in
the schools I vis-
ited paints a sharp
contrast to schools

in our community,” she said. “Many
teachers simultaneously teach mul-
tiple grades. Supplies are limited,
and classes are held outdoors, where
indoor structures are not available.
Nonetheless, I saw the same energy
and devotion in Nicaraguan teachers
as in the teachers at School One. Our
goals for our students are the same.”

Somos Amigos Nicaragua is an
all-volunteer organization that co-
operates with groups or individuals
seeking to improve their lives, espe-
cially those who are marginalized
by socio-economic, political, cul-
tural or environmental conditions.

Volunteers partner with local
teachers, nurses, doctors, farmers,
parents of children with special needs
and others in the community of
Villanueva to address a few of the
many urgent needs they face each
day. Visit
somosamigosnicaragua.org or call
(808) 572-9898 for more informa-
tion.

Caitlin Mahony, a first grade teacher
at School One in Scotch Plains.

SGA Hosts 9/11
Memorial Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student
Government Association (SGA) at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) and the student council have
invited the public to a memorial ser-
vice on Friday, September 11, to re-
member the victims of the terrorist
attacks of 9/11.

The service will be held at 2:40
p.m. at the evergreen tree by the Ev-
ergreen Elementary School’s softball
field.

With assistance from the chorus
and band, the SGA will rededicate
the tree to honor the victims and as a
symbol of rebirth and renewal.

The SPFHS student body and com-
munity members are invited to at-
tend. Those who would like to speak
at this service should e-mail
sga.spfhs@gmail.com and include
name, e-mail or phone number.

Learn About UCC’s
Certificate Programs, 9/12

CRANFORD – Residents can find
out how Union County College Divi-
sion of Economic Development and
Continuing Education can help them
prepare for a new career at an open
house on Saturday, September 12, at 10
a.m. at the college’s Cranford campus
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

Information on the fall offerings in
the College for Kids courses will also
be available. New certificates that are
being offered this fall include court
reporting, event planning, medical tran-
scription, sales and marketing and stra-
tegic leadership.

The Human Resource Management,
medical billing and coding specialist,
web design and development, and the
management certificate in conjunction
with the American Management Asso-
ciation have all been updated. The Project
Management and Electronics Techni-
cian certificates have been revised.

People can gain insight into the other
highly successful certificate programs,
including six sigma, certified patient
care technician, children’s care-giver
program, interior design, floral design,

substitute teacher specialist certificate,
practical accounting, pharmacy-certi-
fied technician, Cisco Certified Net-
working Associate (CCNA), Cisco
Certified Networking Professional
(CCNP), Microsoft Office Professional,
administrative assistant, travel and tour-
ism, restaurant management/culinary
arts, American Sign Language, Home-
land Security Emergency Management
and Planning and graphic arts certifi-
cate (with print or web specialty).

The open house will also be an op-
portunity to learn more about the fall
classes being offered in the College for
Kids program, which offers courses for
kids aged 5 to 17.

In addition to academic enhance-
ment courses for kids of all ages, courses
are offered on topics such as chess,
juggling, photography, yoga, guitar,
piano and jewelry making. A golf and
tennis camp is being offered for kids
aged 10 to 13 and both will begin on
September 12.

For more information or to register to
attend the open house, call (908) 709-
7600.

Westfield Schools Receive
Energy Conservation Award

ENERGIZED…Ross Kelly of Energy Education, Inc., pictured at left, presents
the Energy Stewardship Award to the Westfield Public Schools for “exceeding
expectations and rising to the top in terms of initiatives and accomplishments
toward conserving our nation’s precious resources.” Accepting the award on
behalf of the school district are: Michael Morris, maintenance supervisor, and
Michael Pate, pictured far right, one of two energy managers for the district.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education, at its meeting
on August 25, was presented with an
environmental stewardship award for
its energy-conservation program,
which is in effect in all 10 schools as
well as the administration building.

The award recognized that in the
first 24 months of Westfield’s pro-
gram, the district saved 7,590,563
kilowatts per hour (kWh), equiva-
lent to preventing 1,923 metric tons
of carbon dioxide emissions, 345
cars removed from the road, or
49,184 pine trees grown for 10 years.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman indicated that in addition to
the success in conserving natural
resources, the financial benefits
equaled more than $652,000 in costs
that would otherwise have been in-
curred if energy conservation had
not taken place.

Ross Kelly of Energy Education
presented the Award for Energy
Stewardship to the Supervisor of
Maintenance for the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, Mike Morris, and Main-
tenance Department employees and
energy managers for the district,
Michael Pate and Tony Cuccaro.

Both Mr. Pate and Mr. Cuccaro
received intensive training from spe-
cialists at Energy Education, a Texas-
based organization that works with
educational and ministerial organi-
zations to help save utility costs.

As a result, Mr. Pate and Mr.
Cuccaro have implemented conser-
vation procedures in all of the
district’s facilities through energy
audits to ensure that students and
teachers are comfortable during class
times and scheduled activities, and
that energy is used only as neces-
sary.

They communicate with all dis-
trict employees to motivate every-
one in the district to practice smart
energy strategies.

In commenting on the presenta-
tion of the plaque, Margaret Dolan,
superintendent of schools, said, “This
energy program is an excellent ve-
hicle to assist our district personnel
in practicing good stewardship of
our resources. The willing participa-
tion of virtually every staff person –
teachers, administrators, food ser-
vice, maintenance and custodians –
adds to our success.”

William Spears, Chief Executive
Officer and founder of Energy Educa-
tion, added, “The Westfield Public
School district, Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Dolan, the board members
and the administration are demonstrat-
ing wise fiscal and environmental stew-
ardship by implementing this unique
people-oriented energy conservation
program. Using human resources to
reduce energy use saves natural and
financial resources for the schools and
the community.”

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

and recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of 
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer”

for Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
908 301 9001  .  www.stahlesq.com

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

800-762-8378

33rd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

PSAT / SAT PREP

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Bilheimer Makes
Rochester Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Evan Bilheimer, a

senior majoring in history and chem-
istry at the University of Rochester,
has been named to the dean’s list for
academic achievement for the spring
2009 semester.

Evan, a resident of Westfield, is the
son of Dr. Susan Kaye, and a graduate
of Westfield High School.

FW Student Graduates
From Dartmouth

FANWOOD – Joanna Rosenberg
from Fanwood, a member of the Class
of 2009, graduated cum laude from
Dartmouth College. She is one of
more than 1,000 students receiving
Bachelor of Arts degrees at the spring
2009 commencement exercises.

Ms. Rosenberg is the daughter of
Donald and Veronique Rosenberg.
She majored in linguistics and mi-
nored in French.

Are you a high school student interested in
discussing relevant topics and seeing your name in print?
Become a Student View writer. E-mail edu@goleader.com


