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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Post 3 Legion Teams
Had a Decent Summer

The Martin Wallberg Post 3 Senior
American Legion team finished the
rain-drenched summer with a 6-7
record, losing no less than four games
by a single run.

“We had a 24-game schedule, but
11 games were rained out and never
made up,” third-year coach Ken Miller
said. “It was crazy.”

Here are the Post 3 players (alpha-
betically, with some stats): Rob
Anderson 3b (.250, team-high 10
RBI), Kevin Clancy lf (.303), Steve
Forgash cf (.378), Greg Fortino lf,
Max Fusaro 2b-c (.267), Brett Johnson
rf (.312), Dan Kerr 1b (.360), A.J.
Murray c (.467), Tony Mastrocola c,
Tripp Nugent p (25 IP, 5.12 ERA),
Joe Ondi cf (.225), Phil Russo ss-p-
2b (1-1), Aiden Scanlon p (4-0), Jus-
tin White p (28 IP, 4.17 ERA), Tim
Younger ss (.220).

It should be noted that the league
went back to wooden bats – YEAH!!!!
– which accounted for, a) lower aver-
ages, b) close games, c) lower scores,
d) faster games, and e) the playing of
“real” baseball.

Meanwhile, the Post 3 Junior team
was 9-5, 9-4 during the regular sea-
son.

Here are the players for coach Brian
Sloan’s team (alphabetically): James
Barry 2b (.200), Mike Coletta 1b
(.276), Ryan Elliott c-rf (.323), Justin
Erickson p-lf (.421, 0-1), Ryan Ferraro
2b-ss (.063), Taylor Friss c-3b (.261),
Alex Graf p-3b (.267, 1-1), Jon
Gribbin 2b-ss (.304), James Kowalski
cf-p (.091), Mike Mondon p-3b (.222,
2-1), Aris Psyhojos lf-2b (.056), John
Randazzo rf (.045), Will Riggs 1b-c
(.200), Matt Rivera p-lf (.238, 3-0),
Brett Ryan p-ss (.233, 1-2), Matt
Varakian cf (.226), Dan Wickens p-
3b (.158, 2-0).

The team highlight of the summer
came on Tuesday, July 28, when Sloan
and his wife, Deena, became the proud
parents of Gracie Michelle, who came
in at 5 pounds, 15 ounces.

And let’s not forget the Post 3
Sophomore team, coached by Brian
Ciemniecki, which rallied from seven
runs down late in the game to beat
Berkeley Heights, 9-8, and capture
the Union County championship.
Team members included: Max Bohar,
Eric Demers, Liam Devin, Quinn
Dursee, Nick Ferry, Noah Ganz, Brian
Githens, Jake Greenberg, Mark
Hartzell, Jake Heroux, Jon Nanna,
Drew Palumbo, Dave Soloman, Scott
Thompson, and Ryan Tormey.

Former WHS and Post 3 star Mike
Murray had an outstanding summer.
Playing for the Chatham Anglers in
the Cape Cod League, the Wake For-
est senior-to-be hit .347, second in
the league, and was named to the all-
league team. He also was named to
the league’s all-star team that played
in Boston’s Fenway Park in late July.

“That was a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience,” Murray said. “There were
almost 20,000 fans. I got to take (bat-
ting practice) and bounce a few off

Devil of the Week
Will Return On
September 17

the (Green) Monster (Fenway’s left-
field wall). In the game, I threw out a
guy stealing and almost hit a home
run, near Pesky’s Pole (in the right-
field corner). It just curved foul.”

Still haven’t decided whether or
not I like the “graduated seniors can’t
play” thing that WHS/Post 3 (and
many other teams) uses these days. If
there was somewhere for the recent
WHS grads to play summer baseball
without having to drive an hour (Jer-
sey Shore League, Blue Mountain
League, Rancocas Valley League), it
might be different. I know that it was
fun in the ’60s watching Post 3 play
deep into the state tournament every
August.

IN PASSING
Jimmy Rankin, Holy Trinity High

School ’67, passed away on July 29.
Played a lot of ball with “Rank” back
in the day. Long arms. A good de-
fender and rebounder, and just a re-
ally good guy who spent the last years
of his life working with special edu-
cation kids in Jersey City. He was a
member of the ’66 Franklin Bowlers
of the YMCA Basketball Associa-
tion, a powerhouse team that also
included Rich (Rock) Hunton, Ralph
Dello Russo, Donnie Smith, Mike
Mease, Dennis Felter, Bruce Hunt,
Ron Goski, Dennis Ryan, Bob Cutrer
and Larry Coles.

Ran into “Rank” a couple years
back on South Avenue, near C.J.’s. It
was good to see him. And then I
headed to my car and he headed to-
ward the circle. It was like at the end
of the movie “Stand By Me,” where
the four kids return from their over-
night experience and each of them
heads their own way and though they
were close at this point in their lives,
they see less and less of each other
over the years. Eventually, that magi-
cal moment, and their youth, barely
remain a memory.

THIS AND THAT
The final preseason scrimmage for

the ’09 WHS football team is tomor-
row night at 6 in Livingston. The
Lancers won the North 1 Group 4 title
last fall for coach Bill Tracy, a WHS
assistant under Jim Benedict and Ed
Tranchina. Tracy, however, has taken
the head coaching position at Ridge,
which was left open when “Run It
Up” Tony Mottola left after his only
winning season as the Red Devils’
coach to take over at struggling North-
ern Valley Demarest.

Ron Barner joined the WHS fac-
ulty in 1975, ostensibly as an English
teacher. But the Rahway High School
graduate also began what would be-
come a 30-year run as a Westfield
football coach (mostly working with
the varsity offensive line and line-
backers) in 1975. That year he and
Sal DeSimone handled the Roosevelt
eighth grade team, which went 2-2
and included players like Dondi
Chambliss, Paul Harbaugh and Greg
Hobson. He became a varsity assis-
tant in 1980, serving under Gary

Kehler (1980-82), Dick Zimmer
(1983), Ed Tranchina (1985-93, 1996-
2005) and Jim Benedict (1994-95).
Barner earned the nickname “Gunga
Din” because of his “playing of the
pipes” before football games … and
also because one of his favorite au-
thors was Rudyard Kipling. With his
son Colin graduating this past June,
“Gunga” retired from teaching. No
more booming voice blasting out of
room 119.

Jim Hely (’68) – who spent his
senior year hiking the ball to Bob
Brewster, opening holes for Bruce
Otzman, Drew Viglianti and Paul
Byrne and closing them as a defen-
sive tackle – was one of the state’s top
trial lawyers the past 29 years. On
July 17 he took a giant step up, being
named a Judge of the New Jersey
Superior Court. “Judge Jim” will be
handling jury trials in criminal and
civil cases, including matrimonial and
complex business disputes.

Second a year ago, WHS did not
even make the top five in Group 4 this

year for the sixth ShopRite Cup.
Points are awarded for team state and
sectional championships. The top 5
in Group 4 this year were: 1. South-
ern Regional, 2. Hunterdon Central,
3. Brick Memorial, 4. Randolph, 5.
Ridge.

WHS owned a 24-8-1 advantage
over SP-F in head-to-heads during
the 2008-2009 school year. The Dev-
ils led 17-4 in male sports, 7-4-1 in
female sports.

August 19 – the 20th anniversary
of the hit-and-run death of former
Merchants player-coach Bob Turner
on the Garden State Park way – came
and went without Tamaques 4 being
named in his memory. Why? Nobody
at the town’s recreation department
would return my letters, e-mails and
phone calls, so I’m not sure why.
Nothing against Marty Burke and Al
Moeller, but it’s hard to imagine that
they are any more deserving of hav-
ing a field (T-2) named in their
memory than is Robert Turner.

Speaking of the Merchants, Ed
Thorne (’64) and brother Mel (’71)
“returned to the garden,” so to speak,
going to Bethel, N.Y., August 14-16,
to relive their Woodstock experience
of 40 years earlier. With brother Rick
(’67) joining them, Ed reports having
a great time, with some great music.

DID YOU KNOW?
Former WHS stars Gerry McGinley

(’48) and Karney Scioscia (’46) were
both selected in the NFL Draft on
Jan. 17, 1952.

McGinley, a guard/linebacker at
Penn, was taken in the 10th round by
the Philadelphia Eagles (113th over-
all). Scioscia, a linebacker out of
Maryland, was picked on the 27th
round by the Chicago Bears (No.
332).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

Early September 2007: Three-
year starter John Dugan (end), Ryan
Scanlon (tackle), Scott Newman and
Malcolm Allen (inside linebackers –
ILB) will lead the Westfield High
School football team to another suc-
cessful season.

Early September 2006: The
Raider football team return a large
group of talented, hardworking vet-
erans, who must tackle a challenging
schedule. Seniors Tom Pennella, Greg
Brand, Colin Campbell and John
Badala had been selected team cap-
tains.

Early September 2006: Three
scrimmages has given Blue Devil
football Head Coach Jim DeSarno a
good idea of what is needed to be
done to prepare for the home opener
against a strong Linden team this
Saturday, September 9, at 1 p.m.
Looking to get their team into smooth
working order are senior Co-Cap-
tains Ryan Yarusi (Tailback/outside
linebacker) and Will Harbaugh
(Guard/inside linebacker).

Labor Day, 2004: First-year entry
St. Kilian, winner of the Angel’s Di-

vision, dethroned returning champion
and Saints Division champion St.
Anne, 7-4, to lay claim to the
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League title at Brookside
Park. Kilian right-centerfielder Lou
Balestriere snagged a difficult line
drive with the tying run on first to
preserve the victory and to mark his
fourth straight personal champion-
ship.

August 30, 2000: One more game
could be all that remains for the
Russell Road (Sun Tavern) team to
achieve its seventh straight Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association title.
Tim Walsh broke a 1-1 tie with an
RBI single in the bottom of the sev-
enth to give the “Roadsters” the vic-
tory in the first game of the best-of-
three series against a stubborn
Montrose squad at La Grande Park.

August 30, 1998: Congregation
Beth Israel won its fourth game in-a-
row by battering an undermanned
Club 40 team in Jewish Community
Center Softball League action at
Tamaques Park. Marty Marks man-
handled a two-run homer and knocked
in four runs, and “Birthday Boy” Joel
Horowitz happily hammered a three-
run homer to help ruin Club 40’s day.

Raider Footballers Will Face
Cranford in Season Opener
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According to Ciccotelli, “Doran,
we think, is very talented. Last year
was his first year. There was a lot of
learning going on. This year, he is
more mature. We feel we have a strong
group of receivers. He’s (Binkiewicz)
going to have a lot of options.”

Besides Binkiewicz’s mobility, se-
nior Javen Hawkins and junior
Quintin Blackwell will add quick-
ness to the tailback position and jun-
ior fullback Neville Hall could inflict
blocking punch.

“Whether the passing game sets up
the run or the run sets up the passing
game, that’s what we will try to do.
Neville Hall, I think is going to be a
good fullback. We have two kids at
tailback, who have different strengths.
We will try to take what the defense
gives us,” Ciccotelli said.

Presently, the offensive line consists
of junior John Howarth (center), senior
Dave Kreps and junior Mike Tufaro as
guards, and junior Matt Manns and
seniors Mitch McNamara (co-captain)
and Jake Schrek as tackles.

“We are in the process of putting
that together,” said Ciccotelli. “In the
line, we basically have one kid who
started and another who got some
time. When they start gelling and

working together, I think they will do
alright.”

Defensively, the Raiders’ backfield
has the most experience with safeties
Binkiewicz and J C Davidson (jun-
ior), and corners Marsan, Nelson and
Blackwell. Inside linebackers will be
juniors Hall, Kyle Berwick and
Marcus Rivera. Outside linebackers
will be Hawkins, Coloney and Gra-
ham. McNamara and sophomore Dan
Lynch will play nose guard and the
down linemen are expected to be
Tufaro, Kreps, Manns and Schrek.

“Our secondary is strong. We have
very good kids in the secondary. Up
front, we are rebuilding a little bit. At
linebacker, we lost some very good
linebackers. We have one linebacker
back,” Ciccotelli said. “These kids
are going to have to work their way
into it and it is our job to coach them.”

Coach Ciccotelli is still consider-
ing the candidates for kickoff and
punt returns but Burke will handle all
of the kicking responsibilities. “I think
he can handle it. He’s been solid with
his extra points. He punted well yes-
terday (in scrimmage),” he said.

The Raiders’ first home game will
be against Warren Hills on Saturday,
September 26.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004180

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15973-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-5

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA THOMAS; PHILIP A.

THOMAS, HER HUSBAND; LONG BEACH
MORTGAGE COMPANY; THEODORE CH.
HARAMIS, M.D., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND OR INTEREST

Sale Date: 09/09/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen
and 03/100*** $557,818.03.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 259 RAVENS WOOD,
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8.M in Block No. 3.N
Dimention of Lot Approximately: .381 AC
Nearest Cross Street: HAWK RIDGE
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

line of Raven’s Wood which point is distant
therein along the same in a general southeast-
erly direction 129.30 feet from its point of curve
leading into Hawk Ridge, said beginning point
also marking the dividing line between lot 12 and
lot 13 on a certain map hereinafter mentioned
and from said beginning point running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 15, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Eight and 44/
100*** $628,498.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/13, 8/20, 8/27
& 9/3/09 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004369

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-18485-08

Plaintiff: WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: BRIAN K. CHENEY; GRACE M.

CHENY; FRANCES B. KULIK
Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 01/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighty Fivc Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Twelve and 65/100***
$85,912.65.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 542 Westfield
Avenue

Tax Lot 34 in Block 2501
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 50 feet x

150 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to: Washington Mutual $250,000.00

February 2009
Total Upset:  ***Ninety Eight Thousand Six

Hundred Sicty Three and 14/100*** $98,663.14
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 600
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY  08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004426

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12615-08A

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE D. SMYTHE,

DUNCAN SMYTHE, JP MORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA

Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty Eight Thousand Four Hundred Seventy
Five and 84/100*** $488,475.84.

Property to be sold is located in the Town if
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 21 SANDY
HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BEING KNOWN as LOT 31, BLOCK 5503, on
the official Tax Map of the Town of Westfield

Dimensions: 91.00 feet x 110.00 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Bell Drive
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty Thousand

Eight Hundred Sixteen and 83/100***
$560,816.83 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY  08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $189.72

A & J  PAINTING
“The Painting Pros”

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Staining

Deck Sealing & Staining

Complete Power Washing Services

732-388-0717
Ask for John

NJHIC#13VH00608200     Fully Insured

Free Estimates

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable


