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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Jerry English, chairwoman, New Jersey
Election Law Enforcement Commission,
and copied to the newspaper.

We are writing to request that you and
your fellow commissioners take such steps
as are necessary to prohibit New Jersey
Network from unnecessarily delaying by
three weeks a gubernatorial election de-
bate originally scheduled for October 1,
2009.

The people of this state deserve to start
hearing the candidates discuss major is-
sues well in advance of the general elec-
tion. A delay will reduce the impact and

Freeholders May Allow Comments
But Will They Give Answers?

Hitler/Obama Comparison by
LaRoche PAC is ‘Despicable’

Thanks for Support During Tenure
On WF Chamber of Commerce

Why Couldn’t South Ave. Steetscape
Have Been Done During Summer?

Oak Ridge
Protest Rally

We are planning a rally at Oak Ridge
Park on Sunday, October 18, 2009 (2 to 4
p.m.), to protest the Union County Free-
holders’ closure of Oak Ridge as a golf
course. We also hope to re-open Oak
Ridge as a golf course some day.

As you know, it was the only senior-
friendly walking course in Union County.
It has been converted into a park at an
extraordinary cost of over $4,000,000.
These are your taxpayer dollars!

We need all of your support and re-
quest that you attend with your friends,
family and neighbors. We also ask that
you forward this notice to anyone who
loves golf and encourage them to join us
at the rally.

The Union County police needs to know
the approximate number of attendees, so
I ask you to either e-mail or call me, (732)
381-8047, as soon as possible. Also, if
you can help us with the rally, we would
appreciate it.

We thank you for your anticipated sup-
port.

Kathy Torpey
Lavinia Ruby
Jim Buettner

Lauren Millard
Lisa Scarfuto

Save Oak Ridge Committee

Call to ‘Prohibit’
Governor Debate Delay

importance of the debate by placing it
closer to major sporting events and plac-
ing it so close to the actual election that
there will be little time to address issues
that may arise in the course of the debate.

Governor Corzine’s efforts to delay a
debate by three weeks must be recog-
nized for what it is – an effort to obscure
meaningful discussion of our state’s seri-
ous problems and the approaches to deal-
ing with them.

Tom Kean, Jr.,
Senate Republican Leader

Alex DeCroce,
Assembly Republican Leader

Editor’s note: this letter was sent to
local businesses and members of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,
and copied to the newspaper.

I am writing to thank you for all your
support through the years I have been
Executive Director and President of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

I have worked hard with networking
events and community events and pro-
moting your businesses throughout my
tenure. I have always been thrilled with
your reception and willingness to partici-
pate in the many Chamber of Commerce
functions and I thank you for your mem-
bership.

The Board of Directors has made a
decision they feel will be best for the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,

and we must abide by it. That leaves me
feeling sad as we disagree on direction,
but very grateful for all the time I have
had with you and all the knowledge I have
gleaned from all our members. The
Westfield Area will always remain, in my
opinion, one of the best places to do
business in.

Especially in this economy, I will re-
main committed to being supportive of
you and continue to refer your business as
I am able. I wish you the best of success
and thank you again for your many years
of support. Please keep in touch, when
possible, as I also will.

Take care and thank you again.

Naomi McElynn
Westfield

I know that The Westfield Leader sup-
ports Republicans and the Right, and I
know you can proclaim freedom of speech,
but I, frankly, was appalled by the fact
that on the first page of the Thursday,
August 27, edition, you deemed impor-
tant to have a picture, at the bottom left, of
the members of the La Roche Political
Action Committee with a full view of an
Obama/Hitler poster.

 First, I find it despicable that such a
group, together with other Extreme Right-
ists, have dared make a comparison be-
tween, on one hand, Hitler whose goal in
life was to kill and to destroy all minori-
ties, Jews, blacks, gays, gypsies, to name
a few, and on the other hand, Obama,
symbolizing the very same people that
Hitler wanted to destroy.

 Second, I found it in very poor taste
that The Leader printed that picture on

page 1; if you really wanted to publicize
that group and picture, why not put it on
another page? Don’t you think that your
readership might be more interested in
the article about the unemployment rate
or Lautenberg and Flight 103, both from
page 3? I suppose that you really wanted
to emphasize your Rightists tendencies,
under the disguise of the Second Amend-
ment.

Viviane Levy
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This newspaper does
not co-mingle commentary with news, or
filter the news on any news pages. The
front page is dedicated to important local
happenings - be they good, bad or indif-
ferent. Commentary and opinion are sa-
vored, such as this letter, and published
on the editorial pages.

Amendments to the Constitution of
The United States of America

There have been 27 Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States of
America. The first two are below.

From Wikipedia,
“The First Amendment to the United

States Constitution is the part of the Bill
of Rights that expressly prohibits the
Congress from making laws “respecting
an establishment of religion,” prohibiting
the free exercise of religion, infringing
the freedom of speech, infringing the
freedom of the press, limiting the right to

peaceably assemble, or limiting the right
to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

“The Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution is the part of the United
States Bill of Rights that protects a right
to keep and bear arms from infringement
by the federal government, including fed-
eral enclaves and Washington, D.C. The
Second Amendment was adopted on De-
cember 15, 1791, along with the rest of
the Bill of Rights.”

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
Downtown Westfield Corporation Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin.

I had the opportunity to arrive home on
the evening of August 24, 2009, to find a
memo stuffed into my windshield from
the Town of Westfield signed by Kris
McAloon, town engineer, and Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC). This
memo served to inform me of the South
Avenue streetscape construction getting
set to begin and its impact to parking lot
3 and because of the construction, “the
sale of daily permits will be suspended
until further notice to allow for adequate
parking for current permit holders. Fur-
thermore, this project will take 6 to 8
weeks.”

Interestingly, today (the 27th) sure
enough, daily permits had ceased yet there
was no sign of construction and at 7:15
a.m. the lot was empty!

So once again, the town government
makes it problematic to live and conduct
business in Westfield. Those of us, who
are not fortunate enough to have annual
permits and have to buy a daily permit or
park at a meter once again, have our lives
impacted by these thoughtless decisions.
This memo raises several questions:

Why could this work not have been
done during the last two months when the
station parking lot has been fairly empty
due to summer travel and vacations? Was
this not thought of; could it not have been
planned for?

Why is the wait for the annual parking
permits still so long? Is the parking de-
partment monitoring? It is unfortunate,
but a fact that since the recession began

the parking lot has been less crowded.
Perhaps people are not handing in their
permits, but if usage was monitored it
would be noticed there is plenty of park-
ing and no reason to stop daily permits
during this construction. Furthermore,
why can’t one even get an exact answer
on where they stand on the infamous
parking waitlist?

Why is it when paying the police of-
ficer for a daily pass it cost me $5 but
when I go to the machine for metered
parking, it cost me $6? When I asked the
town parking office they could not an-
swer this question. I am sure after some
diligence the answer will be to raise the
daily fee by a buck! Furthermore, what is
being done to get more reliable machines
so they do not work only when the sun and
moon are perfectly aligned?

Having just paid my tax bill to
Westfield, which has now approached
$18K/year, I wonder doesn’t the town
want my daily parking revenue (and oth-
ers)? Is this really necessary? It once
again demonstrates fiscal irresponsibility
and not thinking about the folks that keep
Westfield a thriving town. I already
stopped shopping in this town due to the
parking fiasco (and now lack of stores
since they can’t do business in town). I
guess I will park in Cranford or another
town, as they seem to want business and
satisfied residents. I am not against beau-
tification projects, but manage them ap-
propriately! And in two years when my
son graduates, I will finally have the
opportunity to move to a town that is
fiscally well managed and cares about
their residents!

Eric Shepcaro
Weetfield

Though tolerating comments at free-
holder meetings on alleged nepotism in
Union County (Westfield Leader 8/27/09
article) is a baby step in the right direc-
tion, there’s much farther to go to get
government to operate for the greater
good of the governed instead of the gov-
erning. The freeholders must not only
listen but also respond and, where neces-
sary, act. To date when confronted with
inconvenient facts they typically dispatch
the offending citizen, sometimes physi-
cally, while casting aspersions hoping to
intimidate away future questions or ques-
tioners.

Are State Senator Raymond Lesniak’s
girlfriend and nephew qualified for the

county jobs they hold? Is Union County
Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo worth $143,412 plus benefits,
for what was previously a part-time posi-
tion as director of the Union County Im-
provement Authority? I don’t know. I
may never know. I am now permitted to
pose the question but I don’t see any
freeholder up there who would come out
with what I suspect is the real answer:
Ray Lensiak and Charlotte DeFillippo
put them in those seats and this is their
payback. Maybe there’s another answer
but, having seen this board in action for
almost two years, nothing comes to me.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Police Should Not Be
On Cell Phones

When Directing Traffic
On Monday, August 17, as a result of

street repair/construction on Willow
Grove Road, there was a Westfield police
officer directing traffic on the corner of
Willow Grove Road and Rahway Avenue
– a very busy intersection at any given
time of the day. I am a resident of Willow
Grove and make the right- or left-hand
turn several times a day.

On this particular day there was a large
tractor blocking the view for turning onto
Rahway Avenue. The officer was stand-
ing in the middle of the intersection to
direct traffic as he was supposed to. But
he was talking on his cell phone while
trying to direct traffic coming at him from
three directions. I find this to be not only
incredibly unsafe but also very unprofes-
sional. I also frequently see police offic-
ers driving in their cruisers talking on cell
phones. Are police officers exempt from
the “hands free” laws of this state?

Don’t people know how to say “hold
on” or “I will call you back?”

Dona Monroe
Westfield

AARP: Medicare
Benefits Not to be Cut
I’m an AARP volunteer. Over the years,

I’ve grown to trust AARP. So when spe-
cial interest groups started trying to scare
me and other seniors with horrible things
that would supposedly happen to my
Medicare if healthcare reform passed, it
touched a nerve.

People need to hear the good things
that will happen when we pass real re-
form. For people in Medicare, healthcare
reform will close the Medicare Part D
“doughnut hole,” protect your choice of
doctor, keep your premiums fair, hold
down your healthcare and prescription
drug costs, eliminate waste, fraud and
abuse, and improve the care you receive.
None of the healthcare reform proposals
being considered by Congress would cut
Medicare benefits or increase your out-
of-pocket costs for Medicare services.

As you can see, those who say that
healthcare reform will hurt Medicare are
just plain wrong. If we do nothing, more
and more people would fall into the dough-
nut hole, fewer doctors will treat Medi-
care patients and the wasteful spending
would continue to threaten the financial
security of the program. Don’t be fooled
by these scare tactics.

Irv Breslow, AARP Volunteer
Coordinator Union County

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Castrametation – Marking or laying

out of a military camp
2. Carse – Low, fertile land, adjacent to

a river
3. Acrobates – Australian flying mar-

supial
4. Graywacke – A conglomerate rock

consisting of rounded pebbles and sand
firmly united

TIENDA
1. A booth or shop
2. Toss; hurl
3. A court entirely around a temple,

surrounded by a wall
4. Literary works

SAPO
1. Lacking adequate mental power
2. The toadfish
3. Pertaining to the maple family of

trees
4. Saturated; soaked

CARABAO
1. Relating to pigs; swine
2. A rabbit or hare
3. A Philippine water buffalo
4. A slaughterhouse for animals

PANDIT
1. An uproar; clamor
2. One who endures great pain or suf-

fering
3. A type of short whip
4. In India, a scholar or learned man

See more letters on page 5
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Union County MusicFest:
Too Big for Its Britches?

You can’t miss MusicFest. Travel down Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains as you approach Oak Ridge Road or
turn off Central Avenue and onto Raritan Road in Clark,
and you can’t miss them; banners and scrolling signs
adorn the roadway promoting the 12th annual MusicFest
extravaganza, taking place for the first time at Oak Ridge
Park, formerly Oak Ridge Golf Course.

While banners, posters and placards are commonplace
when promoting a large-scale event, use of digital traffic-
advisory signs to promote entertainment presents a strange
and slightly disturbing trend. The digital signs certainly
get a driver’s attention; however, one expects to see such
signs to alert drivers to road repairs, accidents, emergen-
cies, detours, etc. Now, drivers slow down and/or get
momentarily distracted to read the scrolling signs pro-
moting MusicFest.

One has to wonder if this is the best use of these
scrolling signs. Shouldn’t these be reserved for law-
enforcement and safety purposes? If Union County has
such an excess of signage, how about using it to direct
people in poorer areas to homeless shelters, soup kitchens
or clinics to get flu shots?

There is no doubt that MusicFest has been a well-
attended venture for Union County, one that draws crowds
from across the nation to Cranford or Clark. However, is
it reaching the point of excess? Has MusicFest grown “too

big for its britches?” Is this what government is all about?
Can the single-lane Oak Ridge Road handle the glut of

traffic expected a week from this Saturday and Sunday?
Drive by the former golf course, and you will see work
being done to add more parking. Is there enough to satisfy
the thousands of people Union County expects to come?
There are no side streets to accommodate overflow crowds.
Does the Clark Pool become a destination for parkers?
Has anyone driven by Oak Ridge Road near the park? The
road is riddled with potholes and is in desperate need of
repair. If you actually get parking, it will cost $10.

Since the event takes place at Oak Ridge and is spon-
sored actively by Overlook Hospital, it is prescient to
question the downfall of both Oak Ridge Golf Course and
Muhlenberg Hospital. Isn’t government’s first role to
protect its citizens? The county has experienced prison
escapes and hospital closings. Shouldn’t it be working to
fix the potholes, care for the infirmed and protect its most
vulnerable before operating a concert? If Union County
cannot run a golf course, why is it running a concert?

As long as we’re subsidizing it anyway with our prop-
erty tax dollars, I guess we’ll attend the ‘Fest’.

Speaking of extremes, since we are ready to rock, how
about quoting Billy Joel.

“Darling, I don’t know why I go to extremes; Too high
or too low there ain’t no in-betweens.”

What Is a Chamber of Commerce;
Regional, Local or In Between?

Last Friday, the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) terminated its Executive Director, Naomi
McElynn. “I was blindsided,” she said.

Before discussing the WACC, a review of the national
organization seems appropriate to answer the question,
“What is a chamber of commerce?”

On its website, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce touts
itself as “the world’s largest business federation repre-
senting 3 million businesses of all sizes, sectors and
regions, as well as state and local chambers and industry
associations. More than 96 percent of U.S. Chamber
members are small businesses with 100 employees or
fewer.

“As the voice of business, the Chamber’s core purpose
is to fight for free enterprise before Congress, the White
House, regulatory agencies, the courts, the court of public
opinion, and governments around the world.”

The 24 New Jersey state members of the national
chamber include the Suburban Chamber of Commerce
comprised of Summit, New Providence and Berkeley
Heights plus the Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce in Elizabeth, claiming to be the largest chamber in
the New York Metro Area.

Not included in affiliation with the national chamber or
any other organization is the Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce. WACC has been an independent organization
since its founding in 1948, then called the Westfield
Business Association. It has been largely successful as
such. It is a matter of cost (versus benefit), we were told
when asking WACC officials about the decision not to
affiliate with the national.

WACC has kept a local flavor over the last 60 years,
primarily as a discussion and advocate group for its
members with local government. In the last few years, it
got into the business of running street fairs and similar
activities – somewhat like the freeholders getting into the
business of running concerts. A matter of raising money,
both say.

Recently, the longstanding Westfield United Way was
faced with the decision – ‘Be local or merge national.’
They chose to be local. Is this what WACC will do or will
they become nationally affiliated?

When we pay our dues to the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce next year, as do 300 others, will there be a
clear reason to do so – and an understanding of the
mission?

We solicit information from the WACC board to publish
in our newspapers on a regular basis to keep you informed.

And during their time of stress, we are standing behind
them, and we hope you do, too.


