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Garwood Democrats Release

Keith Skuka and Kathy Villaggio
Launch 2009 Council Campaign

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Party has announced that
Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
have organized their 2009 campaign
committee. The election committee
has selected Barbara Sluka to serve
as campaign manager, Rosemary
Snow as honorary campaign man-
ager and Councilman Stephen
Napolitano as campaign committee
treasurer.

The election committee said it is
devoted to developing a citizen-fo-
cused campaign platform that will
maintain its mission to present only
factual and verifiable information.

The candidates said their priorities

are to continue to improve the quality
of life for the residents of Garwood
through teamwork with council mem-
bers and an open-door policy with
Mayor Dennis McCarthy.

The candidates said they are look-
ing forward to meeting and speaking
with every resident of Garwood over
the next few months, and welcome
any and all input about current town
issues and the future direction of
Garwood.

As Election Day draws closer, the
election committee’s priority is to
“provide the citizens with informa-
tive, accurate information about the
candidates and their vision for
Garwood’s future.”
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Campaign Release: Loughlin for WF Council

Keith Loughlin Cites Plans to Improve
Pedestrian and Traffic Safety

As a candidate for Westfield Town
Council’s Fourth Ward, I have had the
pleasure of meeting hundreds of resi-
dents in the Fourth Ward to talk about
our town.

As I have discussed with many of
you, my plan for our town includes
improvement of pedestrian and traf-
fic safety throughout Westfield. Traf-
fic safety starts with better “on the
ground” enforcement. I will
strengthen the police presence in our
busy intersections at peak times. I
will also increase enforcement ef-
forts around our schools, “cut-
through” streets, the Memorial Pool
complex and Tamaques Park.

As a member of the Town Council,
I will work with the Board of Educa-
tion and the Westfield Armory to pro-
vide additional off-street parking at
Westfield High School in order to
enact a permanent solution for resi-
dents and students. In addition, I sup-
port expanding the Walking School
Bus program to encourage more chil-
dren to walk to school and thereby
reduce the amount of congestion at
our schools and surrounding streets.

I commend the efforts of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Westfield Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca,
chairman of the Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committee, for
the establishment of a 24-hour quiet
zone at the Rahway Avenue railroad
crossing – the first of its kind in the
state. As a resident of Lamberts Mill
Road, living in close proximity to the
crossing, I have personally observed
the inconvenience of the nightly train
whistles. Once completed, the quiet
zone will increase the safety and qual-
ity of life for all residents.

Over the coming weeks, I will con-
tinue to walk through our neighbor-
hoods to hear your thoughts and ideas
for our town. As always, if you have
any questions, would like more infor-
mation, or would like to show your
support by wearing our orange t-shirt,
please visit keithloughlin.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Hudson Lawmaker and Wife
Charged With Conspiracy

Hudson County state Assembly-
man Anthony Chiappone (D-31,
Bayonne), 51, and his wife, Diane
Chiappone, 54, are the latest to be-
come indicted in the long list of New
Jersey politicians charged with cor-
ruption.

The Chiappones were indicted on
charges that they conspired to funnel
more than $8,000 in state-issued pay-
checks for a legislative aide and a
purported aide into their own per-
sonal bank accounts and Mr.
Chiappone’s 2005 Assembly cam-
paign.

New Jersey Attorney General Anne
Milgram said almost $5,000 was fun-
neled into the Chiappones’ personal
account, while another $3,000 was
deposited into the Hudson County
Democrat’s election campaign.

The seven-count indictment in-
cludes charges of conspiracy, official
misconduct, theft by deception, tam-
pering with public records, falsifying
records and concealment of campaign
contributions, according to Jersey City

Journal.
Councilman Charged With
Absentee Ballot Tampering

Roselle Borough Council President
Jamel Holley, a Democrat, has been
charged by the New Jersey Attorney
General’s (AG) office with illegally
filling out a portion of the absentee
ballots of at least 20 voters in the
2006 Democratic primary for Bor-
ough Council. Mr. Holley waived his
right to be indicted by a grand jury
and agreed to be charged by accusa-
tion.

According to the AG’s office, Mr.
Holley campaigned for Borough
Council candidate Rosemarie Bul-
lock. His support included register-
ing voters and encouraging them to
vote by absentee ballot. According to
authorities, Mr. Holley contacted pro-
spective voters to see if they had
received their absentee ballots. If they
had, he went to their homes and alleg-
edly illegally assisted them in com-
pleting the ballots.

He faces a maximum of five years
in prison and a $15,000 fine.

Akbar to Resign Teaching Post
Over ‘Inappropriate’ Call

Rahway Councilman Bobby Akbar
will resign his position as a teacher
with Franklin Elementary School in
Rahway in January following his sus-
pension with pay on charges he made
an inappropriate telephone call to a
female member of the high school
track team that he coaches, according
to politickernj.com.

Mr. Akbar recently pleaded guilty
to disturbing the peace in a February
2009 incident and that resulted in a
$500 fine after he was arrested and
charged with a simple assault charge
on another teacher.

City Republicans have called for
Mr. Akbar to resign from his council
seat.

Dem. Operative, Ex-Publisher
Evicted by Judge From Apartment

A Superior Court judge has or-
dered the eviction of Union County
Democratic operative and former
publisher of the Clark Patriot and
Rahway News-Record, James Devine,
from his Elizabeth apartment for non-
payment of rent, politickernj.com has
reported.

Mr. Devine was arrested a year ago
for owing $20,000 in child support
and alimony.

A judge ordered Mr. Devine to
vacate his residence by October 24
and pay $2,700 to the court.

Gov. Kean Wants Campaign
To Focus on Key Issues

Bramnick: No Answer From
Treasury on Vendor Contract

TRENTON — The state Treasury
Department has not explained why
New Jersey office supply firms were
not given an opportunity to bid on a
contract the state awarded to Staples
Advantage, a Massachusetts-based
firm.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, who
represents 16 towns in Essex, Morris,
Somerset and Union counties, con-
tinues to ask Treasurer R. David
Rousseau why New Jersey office sup-
ply companies were not permitted to
bid on the New Jersey contract.

For years the state government
bought office supplies from 17 New
Jersey firms. The office supply ven-
dors requested information from the
state about the new contract before it
was awarded to Staples, but the state
never responded.

The firms are located across the
state with offices in Edison,
Kenilworth, Lakewood, Lincoln Park,

Secaucus and South Plainfield. They
employ more than 200 workers.

Two weeks ago the New Jersey
vendors discovered on the Treasury
Department website that Staples was
awarded the multi-million dollar
contract. From the website posting,
the New Jersey vendors learned the
contract was awarded through the
National Joint Powers Alliances, a
cooperative of state and local gov-
ernments based in Minnesota. The
New Jersey vendors also learned
the Joint Powers Alliance only ad-
vertised for bidders in a Minnesota
newspaper.

Under New Jersey law, contracts
can be awarded through cooperatives,
but the contract must be the most cost
effective. Assemblyman Bramnick
questions whether this new contract
meets the standard since New Jersey
vendors were never given a chance to
bid.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — Former Governor
Thomas H. Kean, honorary chairman
of Republican Chris Christie’s gu-
bernatorial campaign, said during a
conference call with reporters on
Tuesday morning that he hopes the
candidates will start to focus on the
issues and steer away from negative
personal attack ads.

He said New Jersey voters are mostly
independent and vote on a candidate
“beyond the (party) label.” Mr. Kean
said the campaign should focus on
taxes, education, land use and keeping
people living in New Jersey.

Mr. Kean said it seems the philoso-
phy of the Corzine Campaign has
been to “find enough dirt here and
there and throw it at [Mr. Christie] so
both of them become very unpopular
and then maybe the governor will
have a chance.”

“But I don’t think the people of the
state are buying that kind of tactic,”
Mr. Kean said. “I think they are look-
ing for the governor to defend his
record and make proposals that he’d
like to do in the next four years if he
is re-elected.”

Mike Duhaime, Mr. Christie’s cam-
paign manager, said the governor has
outspent Mr. Christie by an 11-1 ratio
in television advertising, most of
which he said have been personal
attack ads.

Mr. Kean was asked by The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times to comment
on a quote by Union County Repub-
lican Chairman Phil Morin who told
the paper last week he would be
“shocked” if either candidate won by
double-digit margins.

“You can’t say it’s over or that it’s
going to be a double-digit or single-
digit [election decision] or anything
like that,” Mr. Kean said. “I think
anybody, whether the Union County
chairman or anybody else, starts pre-
dicting based on the numbers right
now they are making a big mistake
because you could see these numbers
change substantially between now and
Election Day. It could change either
way,” Mr. Kean said.

New poll numbers show Mr.
Christie ahead by between five
(Fairleigh Dickinson University Pub-
lic Mind Poll) and 10 points
(Quinnipiac University poll).

Mr. Corzine has agreed to two de-
bates between himself and Mr.
Christie and Independent Chris
Daggett. The governor had said he
would not participate in a New Jersey
Network (NJN) debate if held Octo-
ber 1, but would likely take part if it
were three weeks later, according to
the Associated Press. NJN has pro-
posed that the debates take place be-
tween October 16 and 22. 101.5 FM
will sponsor a debate among the lieu-
tenant gubernatorial candidates at a
date to be determined.

Teachers’ Contracts
Remain Under Negotiation
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Some Union County
schools remain in teacher’s contract
negations’ with the education asso-
ciations. Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford, Berkeley Heights,
Plainfield and Roselle Park still at the
negotiating table going into the start
of the 2009-2010 school year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA) are working to come to
an agreement for a new contract after
coming off a one-year contract that
came into place when the three-year
deal was up. That contract covers
teachers, lunchroom aides, coaches,
and classroom aides, secretaries and
clerks. The SPFEA and BOE ratified
a one-year contract last year that ex-
pired June 30 that increased teachers’
salaries by 4.25 percent.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood teacher
salaries for 2008-2009 were listed as
follows: bachelor’s degree, $50,888;
bachelor’s plus 30 credits is $53,787;
bachelor’s after 15 years, $59,780;
bachelor’s after 25 years, $86,394;

bachelor’s plus 30 credits after 25
years, $93,548; master’s degree,
$55,497; doctorate, $62,711; doctor-
ate after 15 years, $76,357; doctorate
after 25 years, $111,858.

Cranford public schools also con-
tinue negotiations for a new contract
agreement. Teacher’s there for the
2008-2009 school year achieve a raise
periodically. An incoming teacher with
a bachelor’s degree receives $47,898
and a master’s degree earns $54,309.
Salaries top out at $94,237 with a
teacher having a master’s plus 30 years.

Cranford teachers are offered un-
der the current agreement, negotiated
three years ago, the state health ben-
efit plan NJ Direct and teachers pay
“$150 into it,” said Jill Brown, chair-
man of the school district’s negotiat-
ing team. She said the district are
negotiating to have teachers share
more of the cost, but it is still at the
table.

Westfield’s teachers’ contract ex-
pires June 30, 2010. This coming
school year, teacher’s holding a
bachelor’s degree will earn $57,289
and a master’s degree will bring in
$60,059.

Program Rate Points APR Payment Lock Max
Per $1,000 Period Loan

Fixed Rate Mortgages
30 Year Fixed to 417k 4.875% 0 4.890% $5.30 30 Day $417,000
30 Year Fixed to 625k 5.125% 0 5.130% $5.45 30 Day $625,000

15/30 Year Fixed to 750k 5.500% 0 5.550% $5.68 90 Day $750,000
 30 Year Fixed to 1.5M 5.625% 0 5.630% $5.76 60 Day 1.5 Million
 25 Year Fixed to 1.5M 5.250% 0 5.280% $6.00 75 Day 1.5 Million

 15 Year Fixed to 1.5M 4.500% 1 4.650% $7.65 75 Day 1.5 Million

Adjustable Rate Mortgage
         5 Year Arm 4.250% 0 3.880% $4.92 60 Day 3 Million
         7 Year Arm 4.625% 0 4.229% $5.15 60 Day 3 Million
       10 Year Arm 5.250% 0 4.659% $5.53 60 Day 1.5 Million
         5 Year Arm I/O 4.500% 0 3.880% $3.75 60 Day 3 Million
         7 Year Arm I/O 4.875% 0 4.229% $4.06 60 Day 3 Million
       10 Year Arm I/O 5.625% 0 4.659% $4.58 60 Day 1.5 Million

15 YEAR FIXED - 4.50% - UP TO 1.5 MILLION
Rates as of September 1st, 2009 and subject to change.

80% LTV to 1.5 MILLION

Current New Jersey Mortgage Rates
Application Fee $335.00

New Jersey’s Oldest Mortgage Banker!

Speak With Us Immediately

1435 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083
Licensed Mortgage Banker Dept. of Banking

908-686-7722


