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To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Area Man Dies of Injuries
From Park Ave. Accident

Unity Bank Announces Program to Reward
Loyalty of Small-Business Customers

AREA – The banking industry has
long paid lip service to the impor-
tance it places on customer apprecia-
tion in its advertising and new busi-
ness efforts. One area bank, however,
has made it a tangible part of its
everyday banking services. Unity
Bank, with offices spread over five
New Jersey counties and
Northampton County in Pennsylva-
nia, has initiated a program that re-
wards its loyal business customers
with a special suite of services and
fast track processing of small busi-
ness loan applications.

“Our Loyalty Business Savings
Program is simply a reaffirmation of
our bank’s ongoing commitment to
the economic success of the commu-
nities we serve,” said James Hughes,
president of Unity Bank. “Here, the
age of genuine customer apprecia-
tion refuses to be replaced by an era
of nickel and dime profiteering.”

Unity Bank, as a mid-sized com-
munity institution with 16 branches,
has reasserted its leadership role in
the area of critical business services
and loans to help area businesses take

advantage of every opportunity for
growth. Even as other lending institu-
tions are scaling back on business
loans and services, the Unity Loyalty
Business Savings Program is giving
Unity’s steadfast customers a leg up
on the competition.

Founded in 1991, Unity Bank at-
tributes most of its success on behalf
of its business customers to a hands-
on approach and community involve-
ment on the grassroots level. “Our
overriding objective is to strengthen
our area’s economy one business at a
time,” said Mr. Hughes. “Our new
loyalty program promises to help us
do just that.”

Unity Bank began as First Com-
munity Bank in 1991 with two
branches and 30 employees. It now
employs over 160 men and women in
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset,
Union and Warren counties in New
Jersey, and Northampton County in
Pennsylvania. For more information
about Unity Bank, call Rosemary
Fellner at (800) 618-BANK(2265),
or visit unitybank.com.
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The county is considering  creating
a county court, shared radio services
system and/or expansion of police and
fire emergency radio frequencies, as
well as a consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch
center and an EMS system.

“I don’t think we are in a position
right now to say we are in favor or we
are not in favor (of these proposals). I
think it is more exploratory at this time,”
the board chairman said.

Mr. Mirabella was asked whether a
county court would take funds that
currently are in the municipal court
revenue stream.

“I wouldn’t be in favor of any kind of
plan that harms the municipalities from
a revenue standpoint,” Mr. Mirabella
responded. “I think we are partners
with the towns.”

Mr. Jalloh said, currently, when
county police issue a traffic ticket, fees
go to the court and state with the re-
mainder divided between the county
and towns. He said the county would
like to collect all of the revenue from
county police-issued tickets after the
state collects its share.

Mrs. Scanlon said the county would
seek input from the towns on this study
of a county court. “We need to know
what they are thinking and how they
view it (a county court) and how they
think it could work or why they think it
wouldn’t work,” she said.

In terms of sharing services, Mr.
Mirabella said the county is looking to
“bundle” services offered by munici-
palities to reduce costs.

“I am fortunate to live [in Fanwood]
and see first hand how this can work,”
he said. “Fanwood and Scotch Plains is
a natural grouping of communities that
share one board of education, one su-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Basking Ridge
man who was critically injured in a traffic
accident that occurred across from the Scotch
Plains Post Office last week has died, au-
thorities have confirmed.

Dennis T. Ledzian, 62, died last Friday at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
in New Brunswick, where he had been
taken following the August 21 accident on
Park Avenue.

Mr. Ledzian was standing in front of his
car opposite the post office when a second
car, traveling northbound on Park Avenue,
pulled up in front of his vehicle at 3:50 p.m.
Jane Zakutansky, 58, of Cranford was iden-
tified as the driver of the second vehicle, a
Toyota Avalon.

According to the Scotch Plains Police
Department’s accident report, Ms.
Zakutansky stated that she had pulled over
to place mail in a curbside mailbox on the
east side of the street.

As she came to a stop, she said her car
began to slide backwards. She said she at-
tempted to put it in park, but it continued to
travel in reverse. Pinned between her car and
his own, Mr. Ledzian was dragged approxi-
mately 50 feet until his car was pushed out of
the way and he was run over by the Toyota,
according to the police report.

Ms. Zakutansky’s car continued moving

in reverse until it struck a utility pole. Police
said that neither she nor her daughter, who
was a passenger in the vehicle, was injured.

Police officers and bystanders at the scene
lifted the front end of the Toyota off Mr.
Ledzian, who was unconscious but breath-
ing, the police report stated. He was trans-
ported to the hospital by ambulance with
critical injuries to his legs and lower ab-
dominal area.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Tuesday that, per standard procedure
whenever a fatal accident occurs, the case
has been referred to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The prosecutor’s of-
fice will review the matter for any potential
criminal charges, he said. Ms. Zakutansky
was issued a summons for careless driving.

“We’re awaiting word,” Lt. Donnelly
said. “We’ve ruled out drugs or alcohol
being a factor, or that it was an intentional
act.” He said Ms. Zakutansky’s vehicle has
been inspected for mechanical problems.

“As tragic as it is, sometimes these things
just happen,” Lt. Donnelly said. “By no
means did this driver intend for this to
happen. The driver is traumatized, as is the
family of the victim.”

“This is a very sad type of accident,” he
continued. “This man was just standing
there waiting to cross the road. This is
beyond tragic.”

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, August 24, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations on North
Avenue near Crossway Place, Willie
Morgan, Jr., 29, of Paterson was arrested
on an outstanding Galloway Township
traffic warrant for $1,500. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Monday, August 24, pursuant to an
investigation involving an attempted bur-
glary of a residence on the 500 block of
Carleton Road, Alejandro Bautista, 23, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief. He
was held at Westfield police headquarters
pending the setting of bail.

Wednesday, August 26, the head cus-
todian at Jefferson Elementary School on
Boulevard reported that the school build-
ing was defaced through an act of crimi-
nal mischief. Graffiti markings were af-
fixed to the walls adjacent to the rooftop.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Cacciola Place reported the theft of his
wallet, which occurred on the 700 block of
Central Avenue. The victim said he had left
the wallet on top of a pay telephone before
entering a store. When he came out, the
wallet was gone.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of the
500 block of Westfield Avenue reported
being the victim of identity theft. Someone
unknown gained access to the victim’s credit
card information and made unauthorized
purchases.

Thursday, August 27, a business on the
300 block of South Avenue, East, re-
ported a shoplifting incident in which two
bottles of alcohol were taken. According
to police, the suspect was described as a
black male, approximately 30 years old,
six feet tall and weighing 240 pounds,
with a shaved head. He reportedly fled the
area in a stolen tan Toyota Camry.

Thursday, August 27, a Neshanic Sta-
tion resident reported the theft of a laptop
computer from her unlocked motor ve-
hicle in the area of the south side Westfield
train station.

Thursday, August 27, a Dorset Hills
Road resident reported the theft of a bi-
cycle in the Elm Street business district.
One or more unknown suspects removed
the unattended yellow Haro BMX F series
bicycle and fled in an unknown direction.

Thursday, August 27, Janice Lorenc,
28, of Dunellen was arrested on a shop-
lifting complaint after she allegedly re-
moved $650 worth of merchandise from
a North Avenue business. She also was
arrested on three outstanding warrants
totaling $1,200 bail. They included two
Mountainside warrants – one criminal
warrant and one traffic warrant – and a
Green Brook traffic warrant. Lorenc could
not post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail.

Friday, August 28, a resident of the 500
block of Hort Street reported the theft of
his motor vehicle from in front of his
home. The vehicle has since been recov-
ered, according to police.

Sunday, August 30, Hailey Mroczek,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue. She was released
to a responsible individual.

Sunday, August 30, Samuel Alectus,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Waterford Township criminal
warrant after a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Prospect Street. He was re-
leased after posting $258 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 25, Tiquana Cabbell,

20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. Cabbell was transported to headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Tuesday, August 25, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
damaged bushes located in her front yard
that were valued at $75.

Wednesday, August 26, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Martine Avenue when an unidentified
vehicle struck the rear of a vehicle that
was legally parked in the street causing
damage.

Friday, August 28, Richard Holloway,
35, of Bloomfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Friday, August 28, Michael DeFazio,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. DeFazio was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, August 29, Naim Jeffrey, 28,
of Hillside was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time officers dis-
covered the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS). Jeffrey was transported to
headquarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, August 30, Jillian Parlapiano,
24, of Clark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
She was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Sims
Avenue reported that he invited friends
over, and after they left, he noticed his X-
Box 360, valued at approximately $300,
was missing.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that someone
opened up a credit card in her name and
made $2,000 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 25, a resident of

Charles Street reported that she believed
someone attempted to gain entry to her
home through her front door, which was
open, but ran away when they realized the

screen door was locked and secured.
Tuesday, August 25, an employee of a

hospital on New Providence Road re-
ported that a Nintendo Wii, two video
game controllers and eight video games
valued at $1,200 were stolen from the
hospital.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Up-
land Road reported that his two older broth-
ers entered his residence, beat him up and
then stole his laptop. According to police,
the brothers were contacted at their place of
employment and stated that they had been
there all morning and that employers could
attest to that. The victim was taken to the
hospital for examination.

Thursday, August 27, a resident re-
ported that he parked his bicycle at a bike
rack on Mountain Avenue, and when he
returned, the unlocked Schwinn moun-
tain bike valued at approximately $200
was missing.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Wyoming Drive reported that someone
vandalized his residence by using a shoe
polish type paint and writing on his cars,
his front door and every window of his
house that are reachable from the ground.
According to police, the victim thought he
knew who might be responsible for the
vandalism and police are investigating the
incident.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of Apple
Tree Lane reported that two men, both
white, with one wearing a suit and the other
wearing a beige shirt and tie, carrying
umbrellas, rang his doorbell and knocked
on his door for five minutes and then drove
away in a newer model green Nissan
Altima.

Monday, August 31, an officer patrolling
Route 22 at midnight attempted to stop a
motorcycle without a license plate. Accord-
ing to police, the motorcycle accelerated at
a high rate of speed leading to a chase that
was eventually terminated in Union when
the driver of the motorcycle entered the
Garden State Parkway and was last seen
heading north towards the toll plaza.

The motorcycle was described as a
new model, silver in color with a dual
exhaust system coming up to the rear light
and that the driver appeared to be a heavy-
set male wearing jeans and dark sneakers,
a blue and gray windbreaker and a black
and white full-faced helmet.

Fanwood
Wednesday, August 26, MBA T.

Chukwuma, 34, of Springfield, Va. was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding warrant
out of East Brunswick. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 27, Jose J. Martinez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Westfield.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, August 27, Gary D. Johnson,
29, of Howell was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Tinton Falls.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, August 30, Austen A. Henry,
42, of Union was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Second Street on an
outstanding warrant issued by the Madi-
son Municipal Court. He was processed
and released after posting bail.
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Freeholder Candidates

years of age,” he said.
Mr. LaCorte said young couples

should want to ensure a guardian is
appointed for their children in the
event they are killed. He said a couple
from Elizabeth was killed a few years
ago in a traffic accident on State Is-
land and, because they had appointed
a guardian, an expensive custody
battle ensued between the two sets of
grandparents.

In addition to a will and power of
attorney, Mr. LaCorte said all adults
should have an advanced medical di-
rective or living will to ensure their
medical wishes are adhered to if they
are hospitalized.

“I would say that between $500
and $1,000 should be sufficient to
spend on three documents that, in the
long run, could save you thousands
and thousands of dollars,” Mr.
LaCorte said.

During his tenure, Mr. LaCorte has
begun evening hours for Union
County residents that are held once a
month at the Cranford Community
Center, the Rahway Recreation Cen-
ter, and at the Union and Summit
municipal buildings. Daily hours are
held at the surrogate’s office in Eliza-
beth, located at 2 Broad Street.

Mr. LaCorte is one of seven surro-
gates out of the 21 county offices in
the state that has a law degree, which,
he said, is not a requirement.

“I myself practiced for 25 years
before I became the surrogate in Union
County. So, there is some knowledge
that I brought with me to the job
which allowed me to perform other
functions,” he said.

He said the surrogate’s office “will
never be profitable,” but he hopes that
the office “can cover our costs.” The
office is in the process of digitizing
its records dating back to 1857.

Mr. LaCorte will face Republican
Arthur Zapolski, an attorney from
Linden, in the November election.

perintendent. A lot of the recreation
that happens in those two towns is
combined. That can begin to be a model
for other towns on how they group
services, regionalize services or pur-
sue countywide services. I think we
can go in that direction.”

When asked why the county got in-
volved in the acquisition and $4-mil-
lion improvement plan for Oakwood
Park in New Providence, Mr. Mirabella
said the county was asked to consider
the project by the borough’s mayor,
John Thoms.

“They voted (4-3) to support [the
project] and we honored our part of the
agreement,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Mirabella said the community
voiced both opposition and support for
the project. “I think there was a mixed
view of it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

When asked about the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield and the shortage of EMS
volunteers, Mrs. Scanlon said the EMS
volunteer shortage is “becoming a huge
problem.”

“I think that looking into a way to
provide those kind of EMS services is
critical. But I think we have to be very
careful with that because in filling in
the holes it is difficult to take on the
entire county. There are too many
people; it is a gigantic county,” Mrs.
Scanlon responded.

Mr. Mirabella said the freeholders
were “vehemently opposed” to the clos-
ing of Muhlenberg and Union Hospi-
tals. “But it’s a private decision and
that’s the direction they [the hospitals]
went in,” he said.

The Democrats will face Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, Nicole Cole and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. in November.
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Surrogate

Photo by Jim Lowney
PIPES AND DRUMS…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums recently
returned from Ireland, where they played the 50th Rose of Tralee International
Festival in County Kerry.

apply for nearly $400,000 in extraor-
dinary state aid aimed at reducing the
property tax levy, it was forced to put
off adoption of the budget for several
months. Last month, the borough was
informed the Department of Com-
munity Affairs decided against giv-
ing Fanwood additional aid.

Mr. Tomkins said Tuesday night’s
amendment involved “putting every-
thing into legal form,” and he noted
that the portion of the budget to be
raised by taxes is “below the [man-
dated] levy cap now.”

At the borough council’s regular
Tuesday, September 8, meeting, Mr.
Tomkins said there will be a final
public hearing “on the [budget]
amendment only,” then the govern-
ing body will “be able to adopt the
budget as a whole.”

Responding to a question from resi-
dent Joe Nagy about diverting some
surplus funds into the “revenue
stream,” Mr. Tomkins said, “I think
that this year will regenerate the sur-
plus we used for the budget…it’s an
educated optimism.”

Also at the agenda meeting, the
borough council prepared to renew a
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Fanwood Borough Council
90-day provisional parking restric-
tion on Birchwood Terrace, in an ef-
fort to prevent high school students
from parking bumper-to-bumper
along the residential road.

The borough’s initial parking re-
striction on Birchwood was previ-
ously suspended because “there was
no point in keeping [a restriction] on
during the summer, since there is no
car problem in the summer,” said
Council President Donna Dolce, who
presided over the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Now, with the new academic year
starting Thursday, September 10, the
borough council wants restricted
parking back on the books to keep
continually migrating student-park-
ing trends in check. Ms. Dolce said
Scotch Plains has been “restricting
everything” to curb student parking,
making the problem “see-saw back
and forth for several years” between
the municipalities.

Resident Michael Lewis questioned
whether or not “off-site parking was
ever discussed with a shuttle back
and forth” to accommodate high
school students who drive to school.

“The police suggested that may not
be the best idea,” responded Council-
man David Valian, who added that
the police do not want to unintention-
ally create a “hangout” area.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor reported that the
Helen Street reconstruction project
“is a little more than 80 percent com-
plete.” He said officials hope to finish
the job at the end of this week.

Mr. Pryor said “a bit of a problem”
was encountered on the job when
four or five large tree stumps were
discovered underneath the old pave-
ment. In addition, he said a large
“clay pocket” was found.

“We had to over-excavate and put
stone in,” said Mr. Pryor, but he added
the project is “still within budget.”

Mr. Pryor also said he will notify
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation of the borough’s intention
to award a $358,000 contract for the
Russell Road reconstruction project.

Regarding the Livingston-Wilbor
property, currently owned by the bor-
ough, which plans to sell it for rede-
velopment, Mr. Pryor said a contrac-
tor still needs to secure a demolition
permit and file a soil certification
plan before getting to work.

Responding to a question from resi-
dent Joe Britt about any “outstanding
[New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection] tests” at the site, Mr.
Pryor said, “If the question is when do
we get a ‘no further action’ letter [from
the state], that’s off in the future.”

Mr. Britt also asked whether or not
the borough has any plans to generate
revenue from the site once it is cleared.

“Our only plan is to work with a
buyer [for the property],” responded
Ms. Dolce.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
the governing body adjourned into
executive session to address several
issues not publicly discussed includ-
ing anticipated tax appeals, “matters
relating to litigation, negotiation and
attorney-client privilege,” as well as
“tactics and techniques for providing
safety to the public.”

and interactive white boards.
The spending, Superintendent

Hayes said, will eventually be sum-
marized on the district’s website for
the public’s benefit.

The stimulus funding will also
“stimulate jobs,” Mr. Whitehouse said.

The BOE also approved several
course proficiencies in the area of
Social Studies.

“The biggest changes had to do
with technology and updating
proficiencies related to technologies,”
Curriculum Committee Chairwoman
Nancy Bauer said.

Ms. Bauer also said during a report
of the Curriculum Committee that
the report cards for fifth graders will
now be created electronically. Previ-
ously, this was only done for the
middle schools and the high school.
Prior to fifth grade, they will still be
hand created by teachers.

“This will help our teachers and make
data collection easier,” Ms. Bauer said.

“The grades are actually archived
in a student database; it will provide
for better analysis,” Ms. Hayes added.
She said there would be no change to
the substance of the report cards.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
asked if there was potential for report
cards to be delivered electronically.

Superintendent Hayes said her con-
cern is that they “could not guarantee
who opened the e-mail.” She added,
however, that this is “something that
we’re always looking at; using less
paper, being more efficient in a more
timely fashion.”

New board committee assignments
for the 2009-2010 school year were
also approved on Thursday. The in-
formation has been updated on the
district’s website, spfk12.org.

The BOE will meet again on Thurs-
day, September 17, for an open agenda
meeting and on Thursday, September
24, for a regular public meeting.
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SP-F BOE

skepticism about any meaningful cost
savings, but said the commission
should take the lead in looking into
the idea. Mr. Glover disagreed, say-
ing the commission “will kill it.”
Mayor Malool backed Mr. Strauss,
saying it was “not appropriate to skirt
the commission” and “take them out
of the loop.”

Mr. Marion said that the first sewer
bills would be mailed to property own-
ers by week’s end, with a due date for
payment of Thursday, October 1. He
also said that PSE&G would upgrade
streetlights in Scotch Plains this fall as
part of the federal economic stimulus
program. The new, more efficient light-
ing is expected to result in an annual
savings of about $4,600.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

SP-F Schools Open September 10;
District Hires 23 New Teachers

By KATHERINE A. SLOAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Changes have
been made to improve the 2009-2010 school
year in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, which

begins Thursday, September 10.
The school district has hired 23 new

teachers, two new supervisors to replace
those who retired and a new human re-
sources director. In addition, the district’s
schools discovered a new plan to integrate
other resources such as the Internet into the
classrooms.

The third-, fourth- and fifth-grade classes
received new Mac books laptops, projec-
tors and document readers. At the high
school, wireless Internet access was added
to ensure faster and more efficient access to
the Internet. While increasing the usage of
the Internet, high school students in grades
11 and 12 can look forward to a new course
called “Tomorrow’s Teachers.”

This course will allow students who are
interested in the education field to gain
experience in a classroom setting through
research, projects and assignments relating
to teaching. This course fulfills a practical
or fine and performing arts requirement.
There will also be an additional course in
Social Studies for the 11th grade titled,
Global Perspective. This course will be
structured around global citizenship, com-
parative systems and globalization, global
security and planet awareness. Students
will engage in deliberation about their points
of view with their classmates and be able to
use multiple sources of information through
technology.

Other changes made for the new school
year are the new software purchased for the
Fanscotian, the high school’s student news-
paper, and ID cards with barcodes that will
be issued to students and faculty in the high
school to ensure safety and improve secu-
rity.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Middle School
students in sixth grade will have the oppor-
tunity to get a head start in science with the
additional courses of earth science, life sci-
ence and physical science.

Mom Indicted for
Neglect in Child’s Death

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Last week, nearly 31
months to the day that 25-year-old
Garwood resident Emily Errico’s emaci-
ated body was found by police in her
family’s Second Avenue home, a Union
County grand jury indicted her mother,
Ermina Errico, on third-degree neglect
charges.

The indictment outlines years of be-
havior that prosecutors said “created a
situation which made [Ms. Errico] dis-
abled.” According to the indictment, Ms.
Errico’s mother “exercised extraordinary
control” over her daughter’s life, keeping
her in a crib even as a toddler, limiting her
interactions with the outside world and
sitting “guard duty” on a constant basis
outside of [Ms. Errico’s] door” of their
home.

The young woman’s food intake was
allegedly strictly regulated by her family
as well. Ms. Errico’s father, Edward, with
his wife’s urging, is said to have personally
delivered meals to his daughter on a daily
basis when she attended Kean University.

When she was found dead on January
29, 2007, Ms. Errico, (who stood five
feet, seven inches) weighed approximately
97 pounds and was wearing “a plastic
trash bag fashioned into a halter-top and
a pair of sweatpants.” According to the
indictment, Ms. Errico was diagnosed
with malnutrition after a visit to a nutri-
tionist in December 2004. Recommended
follow-up appointments were cancelled,
and prosecutors said that Ms. Errico never
again left her family’s home. The Union
County Coroner’s Office determined her
cause of death to be “anorexia nervosa
with electrolyte disturbance.”

According to a report by WCBS-TV in
New York, Ms. Errico attended Mother
Seton Regional High School in Clark. A
woman who answered the phone at Mother
Seton did not identify herself and declined
to comment specifically on the case.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow described Ms. Errico as “ex-
ceptionally bright.” Stephen Hudik, a
spokesman for Kean University, said the
university “is deeply saddened by these
tragic events.”

Ms. Errico’s father pled guilty to third-
degree neglect charges earlier this year
and is undergoing a court-ordered psy-
chological evaluation. Ermina Errico is
due in court in the coming weeks and
faces up to five years in prison if con-
victed of third-degree neglect.


