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EQUALITY DAY...Pictured, left to right, Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
Democratic Lieutenant Governor candidate, State Senator Loretta Weinberg
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr celebrate Women’s Equality Day on August
26 at New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. More than 400 people
attended this statewide event. Since 1971, Women’s Equality Day commemorates
the passage of the 19th Amendment, which granted women full voting rights.

Sasha Slocum Resigns From BOE;
SP-F to Get $1.4 Mil. Stimulus

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board Vice-
President Sasha Slocum announced
Thursday that she will resign from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) in September. Ms.
Slocum, who holds a Fanwood seat,
said that she would be resigning “be-
cause of a new job that I have.”

“I will have to spend my free time
with my family,” she added, noting that
the decision was made with a “very
heavy heart.” Working on the BOE, she
said, was a “wonderful experience.”

Ms. Slocum, who has been a member

of the BOE since 2005, later told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that she
is now the vice-principal of Plainfield
High School. She was previously a so-
cial studies teacher at Plainfield’s alter-
native high school, since renamed The
Barack Obama Academy.

“It has already been a very exciting
position with a lot of work, and I
know this will amplify as the students
come. I am overseeing the math and
special services departments, testing,
our Middle States process and other
areas, so I am incredibly enthusias-
tic,” she said.

“My experiences on the board, par-

ticularly the knowledge I’ve gleaned
from other members and the adminis-
tration, has definitely helped prepare
me for this,” she added of the new
position. Ms. Slocum was already work-
ing in the Plainfield school district.

The board will have 60 days to
appoint a new member from the date
of Ms. Slocum’s resignation. Board
President Norman “Trip” Whitehouse
said the position will be advertised
and interested individuals, who must
be Fanwood residents, can give a
letter to the board secretary. Inter-
views will then be held. The chosen
individual will serve until April 2010,
and at that time there will be an elec-
tion for the final year of the seat,
which will expire April 2011.

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes announced
that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district has received notice that it is
entitled to $1,378,451 in federal stimu-
lus funding through the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA) to go towards Special
Education.

Board members approved the sub-
mission of the ARRA Grant applica-
tion to the Department of Education.

The ARRA money will come in
two portions: $1,330,332 in IDEA
(Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) funds and $48,129 in pre-
school special education funding. The
IDEA recovery funding under ARRA,
Superintendent Hayes said, will be
used in five areas: instruction (59 per-
cent or $793,280), technology/equip-
ment (16 percent or $211,155), staff
training (12 percent or $155,500), sum-
mer programs (2 percent or $25,014)
and lastly to non-public schools (11
percent or $145,373).

Superintendent Hayes gave spe-
cific examples of how the money
would be used towards enhancing
special education in each of these
areas. Under “instruction,” for ex-
ample, this money would fund a self-
contained class at Park Middle School
and a part-time Resource Center em-
ployee at Brunner Elementary School.
Three teacher coaches will also be
appointed at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, as well as Park and
Terrill Middle School. A portion of
the technology/equipment funding
will go towards improved acoustics

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SURROGATE VIEWS...Union County Surrogate James LaCorte discusses his duties with the staff of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in the newspaper office prior to going on camera last Thursday for an interview about his position and his
candidacy for re-election this November. Pictured, left to right, are: Operations Manager Rob Connelly, Assignment Editor
Paul Peyton and Mr. LaCorte. The 30-minute interview can be seen at goleader.com.

County Candidates Discuss
Budget, Oakridge, EMS

SP Council Intros School Parking
Ordinance; Sewer Bills Coming

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council on Tuesday introduced an ordi-
nance restricting parking around Ever-
green School, but put off action on
another ordinance that would restrict
parking on Crestwood Road.

The ordinance introduced at the
council’s meeting will forbid parking
on the north side of Evergreen Avenue
and on both sides of Sunrise Court
between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Evergreen
Avenue restriction will be on the north
side between Cedar Street and Sunrise
Court. On Sunrise Court, parking will
be forbidden from its intersection with
Evergreen Avenue to 130 feet on the
west side and 335 feet on the east side.

Earlier, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
told the council that parking in front of
the school has been “problematic” for
several years. He said parking on both
sides of Evergreen Avenue “narrows
the roadway” and poses safety risks for
children crossing the street between
parked cars.

A public hearing and vote on the
ordinance will be held at the council’s

Tuesday, September 22, meeting.
The council was set to introduce an

ordinance prohibiting parking on
Crestwood Road during daytime hours,
but after concerns were aired regarding
the commuter-parking situation in the
area, it was decided to hold off its
introduction until possible parking al-
ternatives were explored.

Some 15 to 20 commuters park their
cars on Crestwood Road in order to ride
a North Avenue public bus that stops
nearby. Police Chief Mahoney said
some neighborhood residents have com-
plained about the number of cars parked
during the day, saying they pose a safety
issue. Mayor Nancy Malool — saying
it was desirable from an environmental
standpoint to encourage commuting
versus driving — asked whether or not
cars could be parked elsewhere in the
neighborhood close to the bus stop,
such as in the parking lot of the Sover-
eign Bank on North Avenue. But Mr.
Mahoney and township attorney Brian
Levine warned against that idea, citing
potential liability issues.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said in his former position in Marlboro,
he had attempted without success to
secure commuter parking spots with
private businesses. Before the council
agreed to put off introducing the park-
ing ordinance, Mr. Marion noted that
the township owns a parcel of land
alongside the Raritan Valley train line,
east of the former Gulf gas station on

North Avenue that could potentially
serve as a commuter parking lot.

In other business during its regular
meeting, the council approved resolu-
tions authorizing the submission of two
matching grant applications to Union
County. One will be for $20,250 to
jointly purchase an aerator and a syn-
thetic field groomer as part of the county’s
Kid Recreation grant program. Deputy
Mayor Jeff Strauss said the local fund-
ing for the equipment would be pro-
vided by seven separate entities, “the
first time in my memory” that such a
widespread sharing of costs has occurred,
Mr. Strauss said. Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the board of education will each
contribute $3,550 to the $20,250 being
matched by the county, while local soc-
cer, lacrosse, baseball and police athletic
leagues will contribute $2,400 apiece.
The other application is for $44,000 for
new equipment at several township parks.

Earlier, during the council’s confer-
ence meeting, Councilman Kevin
Glover broached the idea of outsourcing
maintenance of the municipal golf
course at Scotch Hills Country Club to
a private firm. He said the county had
recently done the same thing with its
golf courses, and suggested that Mr.
Marion speak with the county and con-
tact the firm to get a proposal.

Deputy Mayor Strauss, the
council’s liaison to the township rec-
reation commission, expressed some

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon and their running
mate Mohamed Jalloh are gearing up
for the fall election campaign. Mr. Jalloh
is replacing the retiring Chester Holmes
of Rahway on the party’s ticket.

During an interview in The Westfield
Leader office and available at
goleader.com/video, the candidates
were asked what can be done to stabi-
lize county government taxes that have
risen 75 percent over the last nine years
from $150 million to $265 million to
support a $442-million county budget.

“It’s been an extraordinary year from
the financial standpoint and the
economy the way it is. Municipalities
and board of educations and counties
are all struggling to provide services at
the most reasonable cost,” said Mr.
Mirabella, who is serving as chairman
this year. “This (year’s) budget process
was not much different than other years.
We brought all the directors in and we
looked at what they were asking for and
what they really needed.”

In 2008, S & P assigned its AA +
long-term rating to Union County’s
2008 general improvement bonds ($105
million), county vo-tech school bonds
and county college bonds. S & P found
the county’s financial position to be
“satisfactory” and its financial-man-
agement practices “standard.”

“However,” the report states that,
“management does not do long-term
financial forecasting or have policies
regarding debt limits, other than what is
mandated by the state, or minimum
reserve requirements.”

In response, Mr. Mirabella said he
was “very proud of the financial strength
of this county and the position that we

are in.” He said a number of agencies
rate the county “and they are all in the
strong category.”

“I think we try to limit the amount of
debt every year,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“We really are conscious about the
amount of debt this county has and the
amount of debt we take on every year.”

He said the county decided to close
the Oak Ridge golf course in Clark,
citing a $400,000 operating deficit. “But
we directed some energy to the other
two golf courses (Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains and Galloping Hill in Union
Township).” A driving range was added
at Galloping Hill to produce revenue.

When asked why Oak Ridge was not
included in golf operations reviewed
by Kemper Sports Management, an
Illinois-based company hired to man-
age the county’s golf facilities, Mr.
Mirabella said, “Once a decision was
made (to close Oak Ridge)…speed was
of the essence because we wanted to get
the plantings done… So, rather than
lose a year, we acted on that decision”
to convert Oak Ridge into a park.

Mr. Mirabella said an Oak Ridge
master plan group will be created to
look at long-term activities for the park,
which Mrs. Scanlon said might include
ball fields and soccer fields.

The board chairman said he doubts
the county would be interested in pur-
suing the acquisition of the Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark, which GM is
looking to sell as part of its chapter 11
bankruptcy filing earlier this year, or
the Roselle Country Club, which has
faced tough financial times.

In terms of revenue, Mrs. Scanlon
added, “The county really isn’t in the
business of making money. It’s not
what we are there for. We are in the
business of helping people.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

LaCorte: All Adults Should
Have Wills, Med. Directives

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Although the of-
fice of Union County Surrogate is an
elected position, James LaCorte be-
lieves his work can help ensure the
wishes of family members are legally
adhered to.

Seeking a third, five-year term, Mr.
LaCorte, who was a practicing law-
yer before being elected surrogate,
said his office assists the public in the
probating of wills and appointing
guardians and administrators when
the deceased do not have a last will
and testament. His office handles
between 4,500 and 5,000 legal mat-
ters annually, in addition to receiving
10,000 to 12,000 phone calls with
questions regarding these legal docu-
ments.

When a person does not have a
will, the surrogate appoints an ad-
ministrator to distribute the estate.
Guardians are appointed for children
and for an “incapacitated” person.
Mr. LaCorte said his office also cur-
rently holds $26 million in trust funds
for minors, mostly from civil law-
suits. Those funds will be released
when the minors turn 18.

For probating wills, family mem-
bers need to bring an original copy of
a death certificate, the last will and
testament and names and addresses
of next of kin.

“It’s my job to determine whether
or not each and every will meets the
legal requirements of a valid will, and
if it does, it is admitted to probate,”
which he described as a recording
process. “If it is not, which happens
in some cases, it has to be rejected….
A lot of people are downloading wills
now (off the Internet) and filling in
the blanks and getting them from
Staples…and it is mostly those wills
that don’t meet the legal requirements
and have to be rejected.”

Wills must be signed by the indi-
vidual and witnessed by two persons
and notarized by a notary public or
lawyer to certify the authenticity of
the three signatures.

“A lot of times people appear in my
office with wills that are sometimes
35 or 40 years old and…it is difficult
to find witnesses after that prolonged
time period. And that will, if the wit-
nesses cannot be found, will be re-
jected as a matter of law,” Mr. LaCorte
said.

When a person dies without a will,
an administration must be set up and
an administrator appointed by the
surrogate to distribute the deceased’s
estate.

The surrogate’s office also helps
families set up guardianships for mi-
nors and incapacitated persons. The
hearings are required before a supe-
rior court judge for guardianships for
incapacitated persons. For these cases,
he said a power of attorney should
also be drawn up to reduce the chance
of expensive and drawn out family
legal battles over guardianships.

“In this state, it [a contested will] is
a rare, rare occurrence,” Mr. LaCorte
said.

He said it is important to have a will
to assure “an orderly distribution of
your assets and, probably most im-
portantly, it sets up the person that
you want to be in charge for the
distribution of your assets.”

Mr. LaCorte said the state “pre-
sumes” most estates will be distrib-
uted within eight months of the
individual’s death.

Since 2004, the surrogate has made
200 speaking engagements to vari-
ous organizations throughout the
county. He said senior citizens have
the most interest in the services of-
fered by his office.

“The message I try to get across,
especially since 9/11, is that there is
no minimum age or maximum age for
a will anymore. Everybody over 21,
frankly, should have a last will and
testament,” Mr. LaCorte said.

He said of the 60 Union County
lives lost in the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, 39 died with a
last will and testament. “And of those
39, everyone of them was under 50

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS...Tents and rides are being set up for the 35th
Annual Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival this weekend in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Council Introduces
$8.4-Million Muni. Budget

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, on Tuesday night, introduced a reso-
lution amending the 2009 municipal
budget. See page 12 for detail. Because
the borough was not granted extraordi-
nary state aid as hoped for, borough
officials decided to tap some funds
from the uncollected taxes reserve ac-
count and the capital improvements
account, coupled with a series of other
administrative measures, to amend the
budget to approximately $8.4 million.

The total tax levy amounts to
$5,591,105. The average assessed
home of about $85,400 will see an

increase of taxes totaling $587, of
that $86 represents the municipal
portion increase, $408 increase from
the school district and the remainder
from the county, according to the
borough’s chief financial officer, Fred
Tomkins. He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the homeowner’s
fourth quarter tax bill “will show a
decrease from the third quarter by
about $41 because we cut some of the
municipal budget.”

A spending plan totaling nearly
$8.7 million was first introduced at
the end of March. However, because
the governing body then opted to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY DISCUSSIONS...Freeholders Al Mirabella, left, and Deborah Scanlon
pose with their running mate, Mohamed Jalloh, for the November election. The
candidates provided a video interview at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office
last Thursday. See the video at goleader.com.

Enjoy The Labor Day Weekend


