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POLICE BLOTTER

Life insurance
doesn’t have to
be expensive.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711
 
519 South Ave W.
Westfield

I can help you protect your family at
an affordable price.
Many people think that life insurance
is  an  unnecessary  expense.  But  it’s
not  having  the  coverage  you  need
that  can  really  cost  your  family.  Let
me show you affordable options. Call
me today.

Life  insurance  offered  by  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL,  and  Lincoln  Benefit  Life
Company: Lincoln, NE. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Unity Bank Announces Program to Reward
Loyalty of Small-Business Customers

AREA – The banking industry has
long paid lip service to the importance
it places on customer appreciation in its
advertising and new business efforts.
One area bank, however, has made it a
tangible part of its everyday banking
services. Unity Bank, with offices
spread over five New Jersey counties
and Northampton County in Pennsyl-
vania, has initiated a program that re-
wards its loyal business customers with
a special suite of services and fast track
processing of small business loan ap-
plications.

“Our Loyalty Business Savings Pro-
gram is simply a reaffirmation of our
bank’s ongoing commitment to the eco-
nomic success of the communities we
serve,” said James Hughes, president
of Unity Bank. “Here, the age of genu-
ine customer appreciation refuses to be
replaced by an era of nickel and dime
profiteering.”

Unity Bank, as a mid-sized commu-
nity institution with 16 branches, has
reasserted its leadership role in the area
of critical business services and loans
to help area businesses take advantage

of every opportunity for growth. Even
as other lending institutions are scaling
back on business loans and services,
the Unity Loyalty Business Savings
Program is giving Unity’s steadfast
customers a leg up on the competition.

Founded in 1991, Unity Bank at-
tributes most of its success on behalf of
its business customers to a hands-on
approach and community involvement
on the grass roots level. “Our overrid-
ing objective is to strengthen our area’s
economy one business at a time,” said
Mr. Hughes. “Our new loyalty pro-
gram promises to help us do just that.”

Unity Bank began as First Commu-
nity Bank in 1991 with two branches
and 30 employees. It now employs
over 160 men and women in Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Somerset, Union and War-
ren counties in New Jersey, and
Northampton County in Pennsylvania.
For more information about Unity Bank,
call Rosemary Fellner at (800) 618-
BANK (2265), or visit  unitybank.com.
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WOMEN’S EQUALITY...Pictured, left to right, Fanwood Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, Democratic Lieutenant Governor candidate, State Senator Loretta Weinberg
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr celebrate Women’s Equality Day recently at an
event held at New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. More than 400 people
attended this statewide event.

Mother Indicted on Neglect
Charge in Daughter’s Death

Westfield
Monday, August 24, after being stopped

for motor vehicle violations on North Av-
enue near Crossway Place, Willie Morgan,
Jr., 29, of Paterson was arrested on an
outstanding Galloway Township traffic
warrant for $1,500. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Monday, August 24, pursuant to an in-
vestigation involving an attempted burglary
of a residence on the 500 block of Carleton
Road, Alejandro Bautista, 23, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with burglary,
theft and criminal mischief. He was held at
Westfield police headquarters pending the
setting of bail.

Wednesday, August 26, the head custo-
dian at Jefferson Elementary School on
Boulevard reported that the school building
was defaced through an act of criminal
mischief. Graffiti markings were affixed to
the walls adjacent to the rooftop.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Cacciola Place reported the theft of his
wallet, which occurred on the 700 block of
Central Avenue. The victim said he had left
the wallet on top of a pay telephone before
entering a store. When he came out, the
wallet was gone.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of the
500 block of Westfield Avenue reported
being the victim of identity theft. Someone
unknown gained access to the victim’s credit
card information and made unauthorized
purchases.

Thursday, August 27, a business on the
300 block of South Avenue, East, reported
a shoplifting incident in which two bottles
of alcohol were taken. According to police,
the suspect was described as a black male,
approximately 30 years old, six feet tall and
weighing 240 pounds, with a shaved head.
He reportedly fled the area in a stolen tan
Toyota Camry.

Thursday, August 27, a Neshanic Station
resident reported the theft of a laptop com-
puter from her unlocked motor vehicle in
the area of the south side Westfield train
station.

Thursday, August 27, a Dorset Hills Road
resident reported the theft of a bicycle in the
Elm Street business district. One or more
unknown suspects removed the unattended
yellow Haro BMX F series bicycle and fled
in an unknown direction.

Thursday, August 27, Janice Lorenc, 28,
of Dunellen was arrested on a shoplifting
complaint after she allegedly removed $650
worth of merchandise from a North Avenue
business. She also was arrested on three
outstanding warrants totaling $1,200 bail.
They included two Mountainside warrants
– one criminal warrant and one traffic war-
rant – and a Green Brook traffic warrant.
Lorenc could not post bail and was commit-
ted to the Union County jail.

Friday, August 28, a resident of the 500
block of Hort Street reported the theft of his
motor vehicle from in front of his home.
The vehicle has since been recovered, ac-
cording to police.

Sunday, August 30, Hailey Mroczek, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of South
Avenue. She was released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, August 30, Samuel Alectus, 20,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Waterford Township criminal warrant after
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Prospect Street. He was released after post-
ing $258 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 25, Tiquana Cabbell,

20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
Cabbell was transported to headquarters,
processed and released.

Tuesday, August 25, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone damaged
bushes located in her front yard that were
valued at $75.

Wednesday, August 26, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Martine Avenue when an unidentified
vehicle struck the rear of a vehicle that was
legally parked in the street causing damage.

Friday, August 28, Richard Holloway,
35, of Bloomfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, August 28, Michael DeFazio, 24,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop, at which time the

officer smelled the odor of alcohol. DeFazio
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, August 29, Naim Jeffrey, 28,
of Hillside was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time officers discovered
the controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Jeffrey was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, Jillian Parlapiano,
24, of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Sims
Avenue reported that he had invited friends
over, and after they left, he noticed his X-
Box 360, valued at approximately $300,
was missing.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that someone
opened up a credit card in her name and
made $2,000 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 25, a resident of Charles

Street reported that she believed someone
attempted to gain entry to her home through
her front door, which was open, but ran
away when they realized the screen door
was locked and secured.

Tuesday, August 25, an employee of a
hospital on New Providence Road reported
that a Nintendo Wii, two video game con-
trollers and eight video games valued at
$1,200 were stolen from the hospital.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Up-
land Road reported that his two older broth-
ers entered his residence, beat him up and
then stole his laptop. According to police,
the brothers were contacted at their place of
employment and stated that they had been
there all morning and that their employers
could attest to that. The victim was taken to
the hospital for examination.

Thursday, August 27, a resident reported
that he parked his bicycle at a bike rack on
Mountain Avenue and when he returned,
the unlocked Schwinn mountain bike val-
ued at approximately $200 was missing.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Wyo-
ming Drive reported that someone vandal-
ized his residence by using a shoe polish
type paint and writing on his cars, his front
door and every window of his house that are
reachable from the ground. According to
police, the victim thought he knew who
might be responsible for the vandalism and
police are investigating the incident.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of Apple
Tree Lane reported that two men, both
white, one wearing a suit and the other
wearing a beige shirt and tie, carrying um-
brellas, rang his doorbell and knocked on
his door for five minutes and then drove
away in a newer model green Nissan Altima.

Monday, August 31, an officer patrolling
Route 22 at midnight attempted to stop a
motorcycle without a license plate. Accord-
ing to police, the motorcycle accelerated at
a high rate of speed, leading to a chase that
was eventually terminated in Union when
the driver of the motorcycle entered the
Garden State Parkway and was last seen
heading north towards the toll plaza.

The motorcycle was described as a new
model, silver in color with a dual exhaust
system coming up to the rear light and that
the driver appeared to be a heavyset male
wearing jeans and dark sneakers, a blue and
gray windbreaker and a black and white
full-faced helmet.

Fanwood
Wednesday, August 26, MBA T.

Chukwuma, 34, of Springfield, Va. was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on an outstanding warrant out
of East Brunswick. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 27, Jose J. Martinez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, August 27, Gary D. Johnson,
29, of Howell was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue on an out-
standing warrant out of Tinton Falls. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 30, Austen A. Henry,
42, of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Second Street on an out-
standing warrant issued by the Madison
Municipal Court. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Since 2004, the surrogate has made
200 speaking engagements to various
organizations throughout the county. He
said senior citizens have the most inter-
est in the services offered by his office.

“The message I try to get across,
especially since  9/11, is that there is no
minimum age or maximum age for a
will anymore. Everybody over 21,
frankly, should have a last will and
testament,” Mr. LaCorte said.

Sixty county residents were killed
in the terrorist attacks on 9/11; 39 died
with a last will and testament. “And of
those 39, everyone of them was under
50 years of age,” he said.

Mr. LaCorte said young couples
should want to ensure a guardian is
appointed for their children in the event
they are killed. He said a couple from
Elizabeth was killed a few years ago in
a traffic accident on State Island and,
because they had appointed a guardian,
an expensive custody battle ensued
between the two sets of grandparents.

In addition to a will and power of
attorney, Mr. LaCorte said all adults
should have an advanced medical di-

rective or living will to ensure their
medical wishes are adhered to if they
are hospitalized.

“I would say that between $500 and
$1,000 should be sufficient to spend on
three documents that, in the long run,
could save you thousands and thou-
sands of dollars,” Mr. LaCorte said.

During his tenure, Mr. LaCorte has
begun evening hours for county resi-
dents, held once a month at the Cranford
Community Center, the Rahway Rec-
reation Center, and at the Union and
Summit municipal buildings. Daily
hours are held at the surrogate’s office
in Elizabeth, located at 2 Broad Street.

Mr. LaCorte is one of seven surro-
gates out of the 21 county offices in the
state that has a law degree, which, he
said, is not a requirement.

He said the surrogate’s office “will
never be profitable,” but he hopes that
the office “can cover our costs.” The
office is in the process of digitizing its
records dating back to 1857.

Mr. LaCorte will face Republican
Arthur Zapolski, an attorney from Lin-
den, in the November election.
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LaCorte Interview

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last week, nearly 31
months to the day that 25-year-old Emily
Errico’s emaciated body was found by po-
lice in her family’s Second Avenue home in
Garwood, a Union County grand jury in-
dicted her mother, Ermina Errico, on third-
degree neglect charges.

The indictment outlines years of behav-
ior that prosecutors said “created a situation
which made [Ms. Errico] disabled.” Ac-
cording to the indictment, Ms. Errico’s
mother “exercised extraordinary control”
over her daughter’s life, keeping her in a
crib even as a toddler, limiting her interac-
tions with the outside world and sitting
“guard duty” on a constant basis outside of
[Emily’s] door” in their home.

The young woman’s food intake was
allegedly strictly regulated by her family as
well. Ms. Errico’s father, Edward, with his
wife’s urging, is said to have personally
delivered meals to his daughter on a daily
basis when she attended Kean University.

According to the indictment, when she
was found dead on January 29, 2007, Ms.
Errico (who stood 5 feet and 7 inches tall)
weighed approximately 97 pounds and was
wearing “a plastic trash bag fashioned into
a halter-top and a pair of sweatpants.” Ms.
Errico was diagnosed with malnutrition
after a visit to a nutritionist in December
2004. Recommended follow-up appoint-
ments were cancelled, and prosecutors said
that Ms. Errico never again left her family’s
home.

The Union County Coroner’s Office de-
termined her cause of death to be “anorexia
nervosa with electrolyte disturbance.”

However, the public life of Ms. Errico
contrasts sharply with the bizarre details in
the indictment. By all accounts, she ex-
celled academically. According to a report
by WCBS-TV in New York, Ms. Errico
attended Mother Seton Regional High
School in Clark. A woman who answered
the phone at Mother Seton did not identify
herself and declined to comment specifi-

the board.”
She also refuted that the membership

base had dropped significantly.
“We’re always hovering around 300

businesses,” Ms. McElynn said. “We’ve
always been close to that throughout
the years.”

A call to Ms. Orenberg, WACC ex-
ecutive assistant, revealed that the
WACC boasts “380-plus” member busi-
nesses. Ms. Orenberg said membership
is “higher than four or five years ago,”
but “numbers have been on a decline
since the economy went bad.”

As a possible solution to combat
declining membership numbers, Ms.
McElynn said WACC directors con-
ducted “backroom conversations” about
joining The Gateway Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, which operates in
Union, Essex, Middlesex and Somerset
Counties.

The Gateway Chamber has more
than 1,500 members and serves as an
“umbrella organization” for a host of
sub-chambers and networking groups,
including the Union County Chamber
of Commerce, the Central Jersey Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Route 22
Chamber of Commerce, as well as
chambers in Springfield, Kenilworth,
Roselle Park, Clark and Linden.

Ms. McElynn said Mr. Pinkman
serves on the board of directors for the
Gateway and the WACC.

“You would think that’s a conflict of
interest,” she said. “Unless the new
direction is becoming part of another
chamber, then I suppose there is no

cally on Ms. Errico, other than to say that
she did attend the high school and was an
“exceptional” student.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow expressed similar sentiments,
describing Ms. Errico as “exceptionally
bright.” Stephen Hudik, a spokesman for
Kean University, said Ms. Errico “excelled
in her studies…and was an honor student,”
graduating in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree
in computer science. Although Mr. Hudik
could not comment on specifics regarding
Ms. Errico’s time on campus, citing both
privacy concerns and the ongoing investi-
gation, he said the university “is deeply
saddened by these tragic events.”

Ms. Errico’s father pled guilty to third-
degree neglect charges earlier this year and
is undergoing a court ordered psychologi-
cal evaluation. Ermina Errico is due in court
again in the coming weeks and faces up to
five years in prison if convicted on the
charge of third-degree neglect.

conflict.”
Ms. McElynn said she did not think

“there is any good at all that would
come of” joining Gateway.

“Our town is strong enough in and of
itself,” she said. “Dissolving and be-
coming part of Gateway is something I
never would agree with… Westfield is
a very vital area. I don’t believe the
members would agree with that change.”

Ms. Minken said Gateway has been
successful in “gobbling up non-per-
forming chambers,” but she said she
would fight “very vigorously to oppose
that.”

“It’s not in the best interests for us,”
she said.

Ms. McElynn said she has not de-
cided what career path to pursue yet,
but at present, she wanted to thank the
businesses in the Westfield area.

“The board of directors has made a
decision they feel will be best for the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and we must abide by it,” she
wrote in a letter to the editor. “That
leaves me feeling sad, as we disagree
on direction, but very grateful for all
the time I have had with you and all
the knowledge I have gleaned from
all our members. The Westfield Area
will always remain, in my opinion,
one of the best places to do business
in.”

To learn more about opportunities in
becoming a member of the WACC, call
Mr. Tintle at (908) 232-3250 or call the
WACC, located at 173 Elm Street, third
floor, at (908) 233-3021.

WF Resident Sentenced
For Tax Evasion

TRENTON – David Waxtel of Westfield,
owner of Quantum Printing Company, a
New York City business, was sentenced
Tuesday to one year and one day in federal
prison for failing to report approximately
$189,520 in additional income he received
from the business and rental properties he
owned in Brooklyn, N.Y. U.S. District Judge
Peter Sheridan also ordered Mr. Waxtel to
pay a fine of $5,000 and to serve two years
on supervised release after his release from
prison.

By failing to report the additional income
during the year 2003, Waxtel evaded ap-
proximately $51,604 in taxes due to the
United States.

The investigation and prosecution of
Waxtel was conducted by IRS-Criminal
Investigation, William Offord, Special
Agent, and the United States Attorney’s
Office for the District of New Jersey.school officials said.

Concurrently, the two schools were
given a makeover with gym floors
stripped and refinished, parking lots
repaired and surveillance equipment
replaced. The PTA purchased new lawn
sign letters for the local schools and for
the Beechwood School, purchased por-
table sound system accessories and
helped to restore its playground.

Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles lauded the work and
effort the PTA has put into the schools.
She also cited the Watts Foundation
grant, which she said provides for the
installation of room-darkening cur-
tains in the all-purpose rooms. The
new school year will see an increase
of 30 students; 790 students will be
welcomed to new changes made

throughout both schools.
In Garwood, the school district ac-

quired its first school bus to transport
some of its high school students to the
Union County Vocational-Technology
Schools and to bus its middle school
students to sports events and field trips.

According to School Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, the goal of saving
money will be accomplished, in part,
by Garwood sharing a business admin-
istrator with the Clark Board of Educa-
tion. “So far, so good,” she reported.

The new school year is in check with
most contracts in place throughout the
New Jersey school districts.

Schools open Tuesday, September 8,
in Mountainside; Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9, in Westfield; and Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, in Garwood.
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WACC’s ‘New Direction’

Area Man Dies of Injuries
From Park Ave. Accident
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Basking Ridge
man who was critically injured in a traffic
accident that occurred across from the Scotch
Plains Post Office last week has died, au-
thorities have confirmed.

Dennis T. Ledzian, 62, died last Friday at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
in New Brunswick, where he had been
taken following the August 21 accident on
Park Avenue.

Mr. Ledzian was standing in front of his
car opposite the post office when a second
car, traveling northbound on Park Avenue,
pulled up in front of his vehicle at 3:50 p.m.
Jane Zakutansky, 58, of Cranford was iden-
tified as the driver of the second vehicle, a
Toyota Avalon.

According to the Scotch Plains Police
Department’s accident report, Ms.
Zakutansky stated that she had pulled over
to place mail in a curbside mailbox on the
east side of the street.

As she came to a stop, she said her car
began to slide backwards. She said she at-
tempted to put it in park, but it continued to
travel in reverse. Pinned between her car and
his own, Mr. Ledzian was dragged approxi-
mately 50 feet until his car was pushed out of
the way, and he was run over by the Toyota,
according to the police report.

Ms. Zakutansky’s car continued moving

in reverse until it struck a utility pole. Police
said that neither she nor her daughter, who
was a passenger in the vehicle, was injured.

Police officers and bystanders at the scene
lifted the front end of the Toyota off Mr.
Ledzian, who was unconscious but breath-
ing, the police report stated. He was trans-
ported to the hospital by ambulance with
critical injuries to his legs and lower ab-
dominal area.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly told The Westfield Leader Tues-
day that, per standard procedure whenever
a fatal accident occurs, the case has been
referred to the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office. The prosecutor’s office will review
the matter for any potential criminal charges,
he said. Ms. Zakutansky was issued a sum-
mons for careless driving.

“We’re awaiting word,” Lt. Donnelly
said. “We’ve ruled out drugs or alcohol
being a factor, or that it was an intentional
act.” He said Ms. Zakutansky’s vehicle has
been inspected for mechanical problems.

“As tragic as it is, sometimes these things
just happen,” Lt. Donnelly said. “By no
means did this driver intend for this to
happen. The driver is traumatized, as is the
family of the victim.”

“This is a very sad type of accident,” he
continued. “This man was just standing
there waiting to cross the road. This is
beyond tragic.”

Mr. Mirabella said the community
voiced both opposition and support for
the project. “I think there was a mixed
view of it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

When asked about the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield and the shortage of EMS
volunteers, Mrs. Scanlon said the EMS
volunteer shortage is “becoming a huge
problem.”

“I think that looking into a way to
provide those kind of EMS services is
critical. But I think we have to be very
careful with that because in filling in
the holes it is difficult to take on the
entire county. There are too many
people; it is a gigantic county,” Mrs.
Scanlon responded.

Mr. Mirabella said the freeholders
were “vehemently opposed” to the clos-
ing of Muhlenberg and Union Hospi-
tals. “But it’s a private decision and
that’s the direction they [the hospitals]
went in,” he said.

The Democrats will face Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, Nicole Cole and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. in November.

they think it wouldn’t work,” she said.
In terms of sharing services, Mr.

Mirabella said the county is looking to
“bundle” services offered by munici-
palities to reduce costs.

“I am fortunate to live [in Fanwood]
and see first-hand how this can work,”
he said. “Fanwood and Scotch Plains is
a natural grouping of communities that
share one board of education, one su-
perintendent. A lot of the recreation
that happens in those two towns is
combined. That can begin to be a model
for other towns on how they group
services, regionalize services or pur-
sue countywide services. I think we
can go in that direction.”

When asked why the county got in-
volved in the acquisition and $4-mil-
lion improvement plan for Oakwood
Park in New Providence, Mr. Mirabella
said the county was asked to consider
the project by the borough’s mayor,
John Thoms.

“They voted (4-3) to support [the
project] and we honored our part of the
agreement,” Mr. Mirabella said.
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Union County Freeholders


