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Music Lessons - All Ages
Instruments & Voice - All Ages

Kids’ Programs
Instrument Rentals

Performance Ensembles
Westfield Summer Workshop

Where Talent Develops &
Creativity Thrives!

150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield
908-789-9696

www.njworkshopforthearts.com

A nonprofit organization    
established in 1972
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Fall into Music

Fall into Fun

Photographer Leah Oates Sees ‘Poignant
Beauty’ In Even ‘Undesirable’ Areas

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Union County College’s
Tomasulo Gallery opened its 2009-
2010 season with “Transitory Space,”
an exhibit showcasing the photogra-
phy of Leah Oates.

The first thing the viewer notices
when walking into the gallery is the
preponderance of blue color that infil-
trates Ms. Oates’s images, which were
taken in Beijing, China, Newfound-
land, Canada and Chicago in 2008.

The artist is fascinated with struc-
ture, especially that of bridges and
overhead wires.

She also seeks out “not-desirable”
locations, such as industrial areas, and
strives to document their “poignant
beauty.”

Her photographs portray a still-life
of sorts, as she carefully captures the
structures posed against the blueness
of the sky.

Although the images Ms. Oates
secures are concrete, the message she
proclaims is at odds with her sub-
jects.

Seen by most people as permanent
entities, Ms. Oates sees her subjects
as transitory, and she seeks to forge a
connection between their transitory
nature and human existence.

The obvious absence of humans in
the “Transitory Space” series begs the
viewer to study the role of people and
their relationships to transitory space.

Are they the cause – or the result of
– transitory space?

“I believe that, in everyone, there is
a sense of flux and a familiarity with
this type of space, physically and emo-
tionally,” she said.

“The work I create first originates as
a response to overlooked space that is
in a continual state of change,” she
added.

Ms. Oates uses double exposure to
emphasize “transitory space.”

She believes the blurry images that
result from double exposure mirror
the shadowy and indistinct nature of
moments colliding with each other as
they melt into the passage of time.

Ms. Oates has a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree from the Rhode Island
School of Design and a Master of Fine
Arts degree from The School of the
Art Institute of Chicago. She currently
works and lives in Brooklyn.

Ms. Oates has had several solo shows
and has been part of many group ex-
hibits.

Her work has been featured in the
Daily Constitutional, Zingology
Online Arts Magazine, Studio Views
Magazine and others.

Images of “Transitory Spaces” are
also on Ms. Oates’s website,
leahoates.com.

“Transitory Space” will be housed
at Tomasulo Gallery until Saturday,
October 31. For more information,
contact the gallery at (908) 709-7155.

Leah Oates, Transitory Space, Chicago, Illinois, Double Electric 3, color photography, 2006-07

ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Rockin’ Jazz Band, directed by Ted Schlosberg with assistant director
Caryn Feder, will rehearse for its 2009-2010 season each Saturday from 4 until
5:30 p.m. at the NJWA studios, located at 150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
This ensemble, comprised of members of all ages, is for musicians who have an
interest in learning standard jazz repertoire and some rock and roll. To register
for the band, and to obtain additional information, call (908) 789-9696.

75 AND COUNTING...Anne
Laird, owner of the Town
Book Store in Westfield, dis-
plays the shop’s original busi-
ness ledgers from its opening
in 1934.

Local Gem Celebrates Diamond Anniversary –
The Town Book Store Marks 75 Years in Westifield

from the same address for 72 years, the
store relocated across the street in 2007
to 270 E. Broad Street, the site of
Westfield’s first library. The new loca-
tion at the eastern gateway to
Westfield’s vibrant downtown offers
easier parking, ample window space

and greater visibility
for the store. A sign-
board inviting custom-
ers to “Nurture Your
Community: Shop Lo-
cal,” has garnered posi-
tive reaction from
shoppers. Though
modest in size, the
store’s inventory is
well-edited and caters
to the interests of its
customers. Individual-
ized services like fast
turnaround on special
orders, friendly, help-
ful staff, author
signings, out-of-print
book searches, book
club discounts, and

free gift wrapping are part of the shop’s
appeal. And while occasional block-
busters like the Harry Potter series and
Dan Brown’s latest have been a boon
to struggling booksellers, Ms. Laird
says it is avid readers and parents with
young children who have been the
store’s mainstay throughout the years.

The November celebration comes
just as the store is stocking up for the
holiday season. Among the special
giveaways Ms. Laird has planned are
many items donated by publishers,
including a “Diary of Wimpy Kid”
bundle with a T-shirt, life-size cutout
and a copy of the latest book. Custom-
ers are invited to stop by the store to
enter drawings throughout the month
and peruse the holiday selection.

For store hours and directions, please
contact The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 or visit their website at
www.townbookstore.com

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD – The year was 1934:
America was in the midst of The Great
Depression, “Good Bye, Mr. Chips”
topped the bestseller lists, and paper-
back books were still on the horizon
when The Town Book Store opened its
doors on East Broad Street in Westfield.
Today, websites and
“big box” stores domi-
nate the retail land-
scape, “virtual” books
can be read digitally,
and another economic
crisis is gripping the
nation. But through it
all, The Town Book
Store is still going
strong in downtown
Westfield.

This November, The
Town Book Store will
celebrate 75 years of
good, old-fashioned
bookselling with a
month of raffles, give-
aways, and author
signings to mark its dia-
mond anniversary. The last indepen-
dent bookstore in Union County, ac-
cording to the American Booksellers
Association, the shop has been serving
Westfield and neighboring communi-
ties through three-quarters of a century,
six owners and two locations.

“In today’s rapidly changing retail
environment, The Town Book Store
remains one constant where shoppers
can find a first-rate literary selection
with friendly, personalized service in
an attractive, convenient setting,” says
Anne Laird, the store’s current owner
and, herself, a native Westfielder. “For
this little gem of a store to be celebrat-
ing its diamond anniversary is truly a
testimony to the loyal customers who
have supported us for so many years.
This celebration is our way of saying a
heartfelt, ‘Thanks.’”

According to the original business
ledgers on display in the shop, The
Town Book Store first opened its doors
on September 4, 1934. After operating

Organist to Accompany
Phantom with Live Organ

AREA – Tomorrow, October 30, at
7:30 p.m., in the Parish church Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, located at
111 Claremont Road in Bernardsville,
the public can take a journey to the
theater of yesteryear.

The Halloween season will be
marked with a large-screen showing
of the 1925 silent-screen spectacular
Phantom of the Opera, starring Lon
Chaney in one of his most notable
roles.

The highlight of this event will be
what audiences often experienced
during many silent films – live organ
music wherein the organist, while
watching the film, provided the
“soundtrack,” which evoked the per-
ils, calmness, excitement and tense
moments as they appeared on the
screen.

The giant theater organs of the day
were able to create all the sounds and
music necessary to sir the audiences
into many moods. Organist for this
occasion will be Trent Johnson, a

well-known area concert organist,
music director and composer.

The organ accompaniment for this
showing will be performed of the
church’s Aeolian pipe organ, which,
in its own right, can be made to sound
convincingly like a theater organ.

Mr. Johnson, a graduate of The
Juilliard School and the Peabody In-
stitute of the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, is also the music director of
Oratorio Singers of Westfield, where
he has led this organization in much
of the standard literature of Bach,
Beethovan, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Schubert, Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein,
Kodály, Poulenc and others.

A donation of $5 per person, $20
maximum per family, will be received
at the door for this unique theatrical
event. No tickets or reservations are
required. For information, call the
church at (908) 766-0079, extension
6. This concert is to benefit the As-
sumption College for Sisters in
Mendham.

‘Kurz or Nothing’ Proves
To Be Really Something

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Alexa Zepka is not
one to be sidetracked by life’s disap-
pointments.

She deals with them by writing a
book.

The 17-year-old senior at Westfield
High School, who also writes a “Stu-
dent View” column for The Westfield
Leader and The Times (see
page A-13), has recently
released “Kurz or Noth-
ing,” a book loosely based
on a disappointing middle-
school experience.

In her book, Alexa writes
of Alexis Zelers, an ambi-
tious 13-year-old girl who
attends Roosevelt Interme-
diate School in Fairfield.

Alexis, who wants to be
a writer, has her heart set on
becoming a TR Scholar, an
honor which will allow her
to work with Jonathon Kurz, a New
York Times author of the year.

In real life, Alexa also aspired to be a
TR Scholar at Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield.

She was not chosen for this honor,
and like her fictional counterpart, she
was devastated by the news.

As a way of helping her deal with the
disappointment, Alexa, with the help of
her eighth grade English teacher, Marc
Biunno, designed her own independent
writing project, which she named the
“Alexa Scholar” project.

“Kurz or Nothing’ recounts her story
as an Alexa Scholar.

“In my Alexa Scholar project, I com-
pleted the same requirements that the
TR Scholars completed in … English
to prove to myself that I could fulfill

that goal,” she said.
She also had another reason for writ-

ing “Kurz or Nothing.” She wanted to
prove to the world that rejection cannot
stop determined people from reaching
their dreams.

“I had a message that I wanted to get
out, and that is that there are many,
many ways to pursue a dream,” she
said.

According to Alexa,
“Kurz or Nothing” “reflects
everything I have learned
from my journey as an
‘Alexa Scholar.’”

“Every word of this story
came straight from my
heart,” she said.

Alexa is considering a
career as either a broadcast
journalist or an English
teacher.

To that end, she would
like to attend either
Villanova or The College

of New Jersey next fall.
In addition to writing the “Student

View” column, Ms. Zepka is an opin-
ion-editorial page editor for the
Westfield High School (WHS) news-
paper, Hi’s Eye.

She is also on the staff of Folio,
WHS’s literary magazine.

“I love journalism and writing,” she
said. “I always find time to write on the
side.”

Alexa is also “passionate about art”
and enjoys creating abstract and con-
temporary work.

She will be at The Town Bookstore
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on October 31 to
meet readers and sign copies of “Kurz
or Nothing.”

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.
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Purcell’s

sona – elegant yet dangerous.
As the evening progressed, it be-

came hard to believe that the original
film was made without music, as
moments such as the ride to the castle
and the introduction of the count were
given fresh urgency thanks to the
music of the orchestra.

Indeed, the selections fit the film
perfectly such as the chaotic buildup
to Dracula’s castle, juxtaposed with
images of hands and rats emerging
from coffins amid broken bits of
stone. Maestro David Wroe expertly
picked music that fit the dramatic
on-screen tension; when Dracula’s
coffin is revealed, timpani sound a
loud fortissimo, tightly correspond-
ing with Dracula’s emerging from
the coffin.

However, the orchestra took a mo-
ment to add something to the film as
well. During a classic moment, where
Dracula states, “there are things worse
then death,” the film paused on the
count’s face while sad, mournful
music played, as if to garner sympa-
thy for the vampire (perhaps a nod to
1992’s Bram Stoker’s Dracula, in
which the vampire was made into a
tragic figure of lost love).

The excellent selection of Edvard
Grieg’s Aase’s Death from the Peer
Gynt Suite accompanies the freeze-
frame of Dracula’s despairing face,

and the music seems to almost stop
time while the sustained muted strings
churn their soft chords. Still, the or-
chestra was fully aware of the nature
of its subject, as members brought
pounding music and a dramatic cre-
scendo to the attack of Dracula’s first
victim.

They also made an excellent mu-
sical choice in their selection of
“Night on Bald Mountain,” a piece
known to most from the animated
classic Fantasia, during the sequence
where the demon Chernabog raises
souls from the dead to raise havoc on
Earth. As the film came to an end,
the orchestra filled the church with
the appropriate joyful music, as
Dracula was slain and his victims
freed. The entire orchestra then took
their bows to thunderous applause
from the audience.

Indeed, it had not only been a night
where a classic had been faithfully
improved upon, but also given a re-
minder of the classic vampire. In
modern times, when vampires have
been re-imagined with extra gore (the
True Blood series) or softened to fit a
younger audience (the Twilight books
and films), it can be important to
remember the early vision of this
creature – just like the music used to
depict him – dark, elegant and always
frightening.
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WSO Presents Dracula

NJWA Orchestras Create
Opportunities for all Levels
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey Work-

shop for the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio
offers opportunities for string musicians,
from all surrounding communities, to join
its various orchestras.

Experienced string players may become
members of the Chamber Orchestra, which
will meet on Saturday afternoons from 2 to
3 p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Beginning and elementary string stu-
dents can participate in the Training
Chamber Orchestra, which will also meet
at the NJWA studios on Saturdays, from
3 to 4 p.m.

Janet Lyman, a faculty member at the
Music Studio and the Westfield Summer
Workshop, will direct both orchestras.
She is also the director of the NJWA

Summer Symphony Orchestra, an inter-
generational group of musicians who per-
form in a free concert, open to the public,
each July.

A graduate of Manhattan School of
Music with advanced degrees in Music
Education, Ms. Lyman is employed full
time as the orchestral teacher in the Tenafly
Public Schools, where she conducts the
jazz bands and the orchestras.

Both the Chamber Orchestra and Train-
ing Chamber Orchestra, whose member-
ship fee is $275 for either ensemble, be-
gan rehearsals on October 24, although
members may still join. The sessions will
conclude on May 1. There will be 21
rehearsal dates, and the orchestras will
perform in two concerts.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

invites you to a reception
for

Helen Frank

Friday, November 13th • 6-9 pm
Meet the Artist and see her new works.


