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Sluka (D) and Villaggio (D) for
Garwood Borough Council

Dear Residents of Garwood,
As the campaign season comes to an

end, we wish to thank you for taking the
time to speak with us.

We both have lived in Garwood for
many years, chose to raise our families
here, and have contributed to Garwood’s
progress over the past decade. Looking
forward, we must promote new develop-
ment and ways to help stabilize our prop-
erty taxes. We have adopted a new master
plan, which will guide our development
well into the future. This plan is a direct
result of hard work and our residents’
valuable input.

Our accomplishments over the years
can be attributed to working hand-in-
hand with all citizens of the borough. You
have asked for more open government;
we’ve added more public comment peri-
ods at council meetings. We’ve met with
you on the budget and posted it on our
website for all to see.

Our seniors have requested more ser-
vices, and in the last three years, we’ve
implemented the Handyman and Senior

Leaf Raking Programs, and added a new
handicap-accessible bus.

Residents asked for a new recreation
center, and we will soon be breaking
ground on the new complex. We have
worked tirelessly to obtain 75 percent of
the estimated cost through various grants
and funding thus far.

Commuters have asked for additional
train stops at our station, and we were able
to form a partnership with NJ Transit and
other governmental agencies in keeping
with our master plan. We are proud to
announce that beginning November 8,
new weekday and weekend stops will be
added.

On November 3, we ask for your sup-
port to continue to contribute to the suc-
cess of our great borough. We truly care
about the needs of our residents, and
through our leadership and experience,
we look forward to years of progress to
come. Sincerely,

Keith Sluka and Kathleen Villaggio
Candidates for Garwood Council

Anthony Sytko (R) for
Union County Freeholder

Hello Readers,
My name is Anthony Sytko, and I’m

running for Union County freeholder. I
am a councilman from Garwood, where
I’ve lived for 25 years. I’m an attorney
with my own practice focusing on estate
planning. I’m running for freeholder be-
cause I’ve seen what one-party rule has
done to our county: a 77 percent tax
increase in the last nine years, $115 mil-
lion in new taxes and no voice for thou-
sands of residents. I’m running because
the current freeholders no longer feel
accountable to you. And when politicians
stop listening to their constituents, the
people lose control.

I listen to my constituents. I listened to
them when I was the only no vote on this
year’s municipal budget because the tax
increase was irresponsible. I listen to them
when they tell me they, literally, cannot
afford to stay in New Jersey because it’s
too expensive. And I listen to them when

they tell me that they feel the county
doesn’t care about them anymore. My
responsibility as an elected official is first
and foremost to respond to your con-
cerns. And over the last year that I’ve
been running, I’ve heard one thing over
and over again: taxes are too high. They’re
looking for someone to blame.

Well folks, the answer is clear. You
have a choice this year. You can continue
to support a monolithic, one-party rule,
which cares more about padding their
own pension than keeping you in your
home. Or you can support candidates
who will be your mouthpiece in Eliza-
beth. On November 3, I strongly urge you
to support Nicole Cole and me for county
freeholder, and give a new voice for Union
County. Because it all boils down to the
simple question: are you better off than
you were three years ago?

Anthony Sytko
Freeholder Candidate

Nicole Cole (R) for
Union County Freeholder

Hello Neighbors,
 I’m Nicole Cole of Fanwood, and I’m

seeking your vote for Union County Free-
holder. I’m a local attorney with a back-
ground in public policy and experience
with the New Jersey Legislature. I’m also
a fresh face who wants to give a voice to
the underrepresented citizens of this
county. We deserve an explanation of
why our taxes are increasing, yet our
services are getting cut. Are we actually
benefiting from a 77 percent tax increase
over the past nine years?

I’m running to end the status quo and
the one-party rule that has governed our
county for the last 15 years. If I am
elected, your voice will be heard. I will
challenge the arrogance that surrounds
our freeholder board and ensure that you
are represented fairly and with integrity.
I will say no to the political patronage
hires. I will shine a light on the nepotism.

The closing of Oak Ridge Golf Course

is one issue concerning some citizens;
however, it is not an issue solely for
golfers. Most residents complain about
the way it was done – the sound of bull-
dozers putting us on notice of a deal
brokered behind closed doors. Golfer or
not, it’s another example of a lack of a
representation and the hubris that is the
current freeholder board.

I will listen to your concerns on the
issues and bring them to light in our
public forums. I will provide answers to
your questions and push you to use your
First Amendment right. I will not silence
those to whom I am accountable.

I need your help to challenge the status
quo. Please vote for a new voice for
Union County on November 3. Vote
Nicole Cole and Anthony Sytko to be
your next Union County freeholders.

Nicole Cole
Freeholder Candidate

Dominick Bratti (R) for
Scotch Plains Council

I would like to thank the residents of
Scotch Plans for allowing me to serve on
the township council for the past  11
months. We knew going into January
2009 that this was going to be a difficult
budget year and that we would have to
make tough choices. What we didn’t
know, however, was that within a few
months, our township manager would
resign, and we would be forced to simul-
taneously hire temporary consultants,
search for a new manager and introduce a
fiscally responsible budget, which would
cut costs while preserving the level of
township services.

I was glad that my experience as a labor
and employment attorney allowed me to
play a productive role in tackling these
issues. In the end, with the support of the
residents, we were able to accomplish
everything we set out to do, and I am
better for having had the experience.

As you know, I took office to fill the

council seat of Mayor Nancy Malool.
From the start, I considered the appoint-
ment a chance to see if we could make
local government better by making deci-
sions based purely upon what we be-
lieved to be right for the residents of
Scotch Plains and not upon whether it
might result in fewer votes in the next
election. From the positive feedback I
have received, I consider this experiment
to have been a success. I thank you for the
support and encouragement you have
given me, and I would appreciate your
continued support on November 3.

With any luck, this will not only allow
me to continue to help us make the right
choices for Scotch Plains, but also send a
message to elected officials at all levels
that this is how we want our representa-
tives to act.

Thank you,

Dominick Bratti
Scotch Plains Council Candidate

Election Campaign 2009

Hak (R) and Matheson (R), Candidates
for Garwood Borough Council

Dear Garwood Neighbors,
We are proud to have the opportunity

to offer ourselves for your consideration
to serve on the Garwood Borough Coun-
cil. You should know that you are all more
than just neighbors and friends, that your
concerns will be our concerns and your
problems our problems. These are very
serious times for all of us as our futures
and that of our children and grandchildren
will depend on the decisions that we make
today. It is imperative that those decisions
be made with the best interests of all of the
residents in mind and not be guided by
outside influences.

Garwood is a town we can all be proud
to call home; it is a wonderful place to
raise a family, but this has not happened
by accident. Our town has a history of
having over the years offered to her resi-
dents all of the same services and oppor-
tunities that our neighboring communi-
ties, which are twice our size and even
larger offer their residents; in some in-
stances, we have exceeded them.

Don’t be fooled into thinking that the
current administration has been respon-
sible for all the good things that the bor-
ough has to offer but rather ask your-

selves are you better off now than you
were four years ago or even eight years
ago. Stop and think, just what has this
administration brought to the town. The
streetscape was conceived and initiated;
during Republican administrations: the
last new fire truck and equipment pur-
chase monies were due to the assistance
from our Republican legislators, both state
and federal.

What have the incumbents done for the
town? Promised a recreation/senior cen-
ter for the last 10 years and not delivered,
increased the borough’s debt by bonding
for “limited life” equipment and allowed
the RVSA to go along mostly unchecked
for years. These issues all represent your
tax dollars wasted.

We are all too aware that the financial
burden of state mandates and the taxes
levied on us by the county are making it
difficult for everyone, seniors and young
families alike. We ask for your support on
Election Day because you are our number
one priority.

Sincerely,

Tim Hak and Jim Matheson
Candidates for Garwood Council

Dear Union County Resident,
My name is Deborah Scanlon, and I am

a Union County Freeholder running for
office on the Column A Democratic team.
I was born and raised in Union County,
and my roots are here. I have a wonderful
husband, three children and six grand-
children. I know what it’s like to care for
an elderly parent as well as for a small
child. By vocation I am a paralegal, spe-
cializing in family law. My avocation is
community service. I have counseled
women traumatized by domestic violence;
I was involved in the PTO and school
board of Union Township; and I orga-
nized a neighborhood civic association.

These experiences inspired me to seek
service on the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. Here, I have the privilege of helping
to strengthen Union County families and
communities. Working together, the
Democratic freeholder board has pre-
served more than 300 acres of open space

from development; we rebuilt the Trailside
Museum into a state-of-the-art facility
that enriches the education of children
countywide; we established the Kids Rec-
reation Trust Fund to help ensure that
children in every community can enjoy
healthy activities, and we recently an-
nounced support for a new Child Advo-
cacy Center that will enable the
prosecutor’s office to better serve chil-
dren who desperately need help. I’m very
proud that my perspective as a parent, a
working mother and a legal professional
has contributed to this board’s ability to
deliver the kinds of services that mean a
great deal to the quality of life in Union
County. With your support, my Column
A colleagues and I will continue to de-
liver more progress to the people of Union
County.

Deborah Scanlon
Freeholder Candidate

Deborah Scanlon (D) Candidate for
Union County Freeholder

Alexander Mirabella (D) Candidate
For Union County Freeholder

Dear Union County Resident,
My name is Alexander Mirabella, and

I am the chairman of the Union County
Freeholder Board. I am a lifelong Union
County resident, and I live in Fanwood
with my wife, Phyllis, and our two chil-
dren, Alex and Micayla. I am proud to be
part of the Column A Democratic team
that continues to deliver for Union
County’s families in this difficult envi-
ronment.

We’ve focused our efforts on helping
more than 100,000 residents in the past
two years who have received jobs assis-
tance through our One Stop network. We
worked with President Barack Obama to
obtain more than $23 million in stimulus
funds to create jobs and rebuild our infra-
structure. We are helping our children
build their future with affordable educa-
tion at our Vo-Tech schools and Union
County College.

For seniors in need, we provide meals
on wheels, and more than 200,000 para-

transit rides a year. We are hard at work
on a shared-services initiative with local
government to save tax dollars, and we’ve
realized cost savings through contractual
agreements and employee benefit reforms.

I am proud to be part of a team that has
a plan and provides clear leadership
through these challenging times. A seat
on the freeholder board means taking
charge and meeting the challenges of a
very complex world, especially when
people are looking to us for help.

You’ve likely read a very different
vision from our opponents, whose state
and federal leadership opposed accepting
stimulus funds and have called for an end
to the preservation of open space and
more. On Tuesday, November 3, we need
to keep moving forward, and I ask that
you please vote for Democratic leader-
ship on Column A in Union County.
Thank you!

Sincerely,

Alexander Mirabella
Freeholder Chairman

Nancy Munoz (R) for
State Assembly, District 21

New Jersey’s families are struggling to
make ends meet, and Trenton’s leader-
ship continues to spend our tax dollars on
programs we simply cannot afford. I am
troubled that our retirees and more and
more New Jerseyans are leaving our state
for a more affordable place to live.

I believe that we can make our state
affordable by finding savings through the
elimination of inefficient programs rather
than the imposition of new or higher
taxes.

I will continue to fight against those
who believe tax and borrow are the an-
swers to balancing the state budget. I
advocate for common-sense solutions that
would require that only recurring rev-
enues be used to balance the budget, that
any new state borrowing be submitted for
approval by voters, and requiring a two-
thirds vote by the State Legislature in
order to increase taxes.

I am proud to sponsor the Jessica
Lunsford Act – A-1719 — and I will fight
for the passage of this legislation, which
will keep sexual predators off the streets
and away from our children and grand-

children.
Like you, I am concerned with drunk

drivers and the safety of our roadways. I
am proud to sponsor Ricci’s Law – A-
3073 — legislation that revises ignition
interlock device requirements for certain
drunk driving offenders.

Competition for a consumer’s busi-
ness is what drives our economy and
should apply to health care. As a regis-
tered nurse, I know the importance and
urgency to make health coverage more
affordable. I will work to remove the
border barriers that prevent us from pur-
chasing health insurance that better suits
our needs, from another state.

I care deeply about the people of Dis-
trict 21 – and so I ask for your support so
that we can continue to work together
building solutions to the common prob-
lems we face in order to pass on a safer,
stronger and more affordable New Jersey
to our children and grandchildren.

Nancy Muñoz
Summit

State Assembly Candidate, Dist. 21

Dear Voters

Szuch (R) and Manduca (R) for
Fanwood Borough Council

Thank you for taking the time to read
up on the issues facing Fanwood and the
choice of candidates for borough council.
We are running again this year because
there is still an imbalance on the council,
which does not provide sufficient delib-
eration and debate on the challenges fac-
ing Fanwood. If we are elected, the coun-
cil representation would be three Repub-
licans and three Democrats, ensuring that
proposals are examined in full.

We have made our positions known in
recent editions of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and the candidates’ de-
bate last week. Our theme is to preserve
the small-town atmosphere of Fanwood
while facing the significant financial chal-
lenges of providing public services and
holding taxes to what our residents can
afford.

We have not attacked our opponents or
distorted their positions. But we have
been critical of the council’s decisions to
borrow $1.9 million to purchase a con-
taminated piece of property, to raise our
taxes by 20 percent over the last two years

while the budget has a large surplus and to
reduce our police force where their emer-
gency-response rate and neighborhood
patrols could be affected.

Fanwood is a friendly community
where neighbors come together for ac-
tivities such as the Fanwood Seniors Club
and a variety of youth programs we have
in town. But in recent years, the political
discourse has changed from a civil ex-
change of ideas to personal attacks and
distortions.

Quite frankly, it puts us, and our fellow
Fanwood Republicans, in a position of
“why bother to oppose a well-financed
political assault?” The answer is simple –
this is our town, too, and we will stand up
for a vibrant democracy rather than ac-
quiesce to a one-party town like so many
communities in Hudson, Essex and Union
counties.

We want your vote – for a better
Fanwood.

Michael Szuch
Robert Manduca

Candidates for Fanwood Council

Dolce (D) and Valian (D) for
Fanwood Borough Council

We want to thank our fellow
Fanwoodians for their trust and support
by electing us to serve as members of the
Fanwood Council for the past three years.
We believe that we have earned your
support for another three-year term
through our proven leadership and the
significant accomplishments achieved
during our past term.

We consistently strive to maintain a
quality level of service at a reasonable
cost. We supported the growth and devel-
opment of new revenue streams and en-
sured that the quality of life and public
safety within our community was never
compromised.

During our tenure, we realized the
completion of five new commercial or
mixed-use buildings that grace our down-
town and generated more than $2 million
in new ratables and provided more jobs
and support for our existing businesses.
We expanded our recreation programs to
serve the young and old alike, while gen-
erating revenue and reducing the cost to
taxpayers. Roads and sidewalks were
made safer by utilizing available grant

funding. And we raised over $2 million
new dollars through grants or other fund-
ing sources to improve our community
without placing a burden on our resi-
dents.

Fanwood residents expect a transpar-
ent government; we provided that through
numerous open meetings, town hall fo-
rums and a first-ever non-partisan Budget
Advisory Task Group, which provided
insight and recommendations so we could
continue our efforts to make Fanwood a
more efficient and effective community.
We continue to invite every resident, in-
cluding our opponents, to share their ideas,
thoughts and recommendations on how
we can do an even better job to ensure
Fanwood remains a “great place to put
down roots.”

To learn more about what we have
done, please visit our website at
www.fanwooddems.com and vote for
Dolce and Valian for proven leadership
on Tuesday, November 3.

Donna Dolce
David Valian

Candidates for Fanwood Council

Theresa Mullen (D) for
Scotch Plains Council

Running as the Democratic candidate
for township council has been a truly
rewarding experience this year. Should I
be elected, I will do everything in my
power to decrease spending, stabilize
taxes and still keep Scotch Plains a beau-
tiful place to live.

I will not hesitate to make the tough
decisions and will question every dollar
that is spent. We need to keep Scotch
Plains affordable, so our cherished se-
niors and loyal business owners are not
forced to leave town.

Unfortunately, the results of the tax-
and-spend policies of the Republican
administration have increased the bur-
dens on our residents and local busi-
ness owners. It is these tax-and-spend
policies which led to the creation of
the sewer utility this year — yet an-
other tax imposed on an already over-
taxed community. For business own-
ers and not-for-profits, some numbers
are astounding — in the thousands of
dollars.

The time frame within which to pay
these bills is also astounding and an al-

most impossible burden on many. Some
will need to get loans, an even more
difficult task in these times. Others may
be forced out of business. Many represent
the older segment of our population —
residents who have lived and/or operated
businesses in this town for years and now
may have to relocate because they can no
longer afford to stay.

The net effect of these policies has
been the most troubling. These policies
cannot and should not be allowed to con-
tinue.

I pledge to use all of my present and
past professional experience, which in-
cludes managing my own business and
overseeing budgets in my service as trea-
surer on various boards, in order to help
Scotch Plains through these tough eco-
nomic times. We need to make every
effort so that those wishing to stay in this
community can remain and enjoy the
great opportunities Scotch Plains has to
offer.

Theresa Mullen
Scotch Plains Council Candidate

Mohamed Jalloh (D) for
Union County Freeholder

Dear Union County Resident,
My name is Mohamed Jalloh, and I am

running for Union County freeholder on
Column A. I am a native of Union County,
raised in Roselle. I am a graduate of
Roselle Catholic, Syracuse University,
and Rutgers Law School in Newark. I
currently serve as assistant county coun-
sel for the County of Union, where I
handle legal matters relative to the day-
to-day operations of the county.

It was instilled in me, by my family and
through my Catholic school background,
that we all have a responsibility to use our
talents for the betterment of society. As
such, I have always sought to find ways to
give back to the community in every
endeavor that I have undertaken. After
law school, instead of working for a firm,
I began working for legal services. There
I had the privilege of providing a voice for
those who find themselves voiceless in

our society. It was then I decided that I
would like to serve our community to
ensure that our laws support, and our
services go to people in need.

I am also an adjunct faculty member at
Kean University and a youth mentor. One of
my chief priorities will be to make sure young
people are safe, educated and engaged.

I believe my life experiences helped
me develop a clear understanding and
ability to relate to all residents of Union
County. I believe I can do a lot to help
make Union County the premiere place to
live in the State of New Jersey, and am
excited to be running on a ticket with
individuals who don’t just talk about what
they will do, but have a track record of
real results. I humbly ask for your support
and my colleagues on Column A.

Mohamed Jalloh
Freeholder Candidate

Art Zapolski (R) for
Union County Surrogate

I would like to introduce myself. I am
Art Zapolski, and I am running for Union
County surrogate as a Republican. My
wife and I have lived and worked in
Linden since 1992, and we have been
married for 26 years.

The surrogate’s office touches every-
one, which is both a judge and a court
clerk. Job one for me will be the direct
handing of your family member’s estate.
This requires compassion and sensitivity
to the needs of our residents during one of
the most stressful times in their lives.

I believe I am well suited for this task.
For the last 30 years, I have been a lawyer
working in private practice and in gov-
ernment. I also come from outside of the
current administration.

For the past 10 years, I have had a
neighborhood law practice in Linden. I
am also a former Roselle Park public
defender. This past March, I retired from
the Air Force Reserves as a colonel. I
have a Masters of Law Degree and taught
a law course as an adjunct college profes-
sor.

One of my strengths is that I can work

with all types of people across the board
to solve problems. I worked in the Texas
House of Representatives for a Democrat
from Dallas coordinating his legislative
package. I am also active in the commu-
nity. I am a member of the Union County
College Paralegal Studies Program Advi-
sory Committee, and I am a former presi-
dent of Linden Rotary Club.

I understand the importance of con-
tinuing to educate our residents about the
vital need of having a will. One of my
priorities as surrogate will be to expand
the court’s outreach to our neighbors.

I will work hard for you by drawing on
my experience and provide a fresh new
voice for Union County.

Art Zapolski
Candidate for County Surrogate

Jon Bramnick (R) for
State Assembly, District 21

Dear Voters,
Since 2003, I have served as the assem-

blyman representing District 21 in the
State Legislature. In asking for your sup-
port, I pledge to continue working to
make state government more effective,
open and accessible.

One of the most essential roles for any
legislator is to listen to citizens’ concerns
and draw on their insight. Over the past
year, the policy committee, which I chair,
convened public hearings, and the infor-
mation we received will be used to intro-
duce the “2010 New Jersey Government
Reorganization Act.”

Experts and average citizens testified
in Trenton on New Jersey’s environment,
business climate, political corruption and
small-business concerns. Owners of shore
businesses, Crazy Eddie’s cousin, Sam
Antar, Michael Riccards, executive di-
rector of the Hall Institute of public policy
research, and even “Mike the Builder”
contributed to this project.

On the corruption front, testimony re-
vealed that New Jersey state law enforce-
ment should be provided more resources
for white-collar crime investigations with
trained forensic law enforcement person-

nel. The detection of political corruption
requires significant resources if the state
is to root out and destroy “economic preda-
tors.”

We also learned that unannounced per-
formance audits of local county and state
entities do not exist. We clearly need an
“Economic SWAT team” to root out
waste.

Small-business persons had grave con-
cerns about government’s lack of sensi-
tivity towards their needs. Government
has imposed so many filing fees, taxes,
and regulations that entrepreneurs are
being crushed by new government rules.

We learned of progressive ways to
improve the environment through educa-
tion and tax incentives and will include
the concepts in the new act.

Our committee members are from all
parts of our state, and we agreed on one
theme: New Jersey State Government
must win back the confidence of its citi-
zens. We have opened the process and
will continue until we get it right.

Jon Bramnick
Westfield

State Assembly Candidate, Dist. 21

(908) 233-7790 cell (908) 487-8375

MEDICAL MASSAGE

If you have tried everything for
your lower back pain (especially
Sciatica Pain) but still have
pain, come see me.

37 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ  07090

Please call Jason Wang for an appointment

Jason Wang is a professional
in Oriental and Medical
Massage with 15 years
experience.

A specialist at treating lower
back and Sciatica pain.

Vicki Kimmins for
Westfield Town Council Ward 2

Westfield is a wonderful place to live,
work and visit. I realize how blessed we
are to live in a community where we feel
safe, our children receive an excellent
education, we have a thriving downtown
and our community comes together to
help those in need.

Over the last four years, I have had the
pleasure and honor to represent the 2nd
Ward, my childhood neighborhood as
well as where I have raised my own
children. It is rewarding to be able to give
back to the town that has meant so much
to my family and me.

I have always tried to consider the
perspective of my constituents and fellow
Westfielders during the decision-making
process. I hope you have recognized my
actions to be educated, fair and thought-
ful.

I do not take this election for granted
despite a lack of an opponent. I hope over
the years of representing you, that I have
earned your vote on November 3. I truly
look forward to serving you for the next
four years.

Vicki Kimmins
For Westfield Town Council
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