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Bill Brennan (D) for
Mayor of Westfield

Jon Corzine (D) for
New Jersey Governor

David Haas (D) for
Westfield Council Ward 3

Is the mayoral election worth a few
minutes of your time? Please view my
video interview, conducted by The Leader,
on my website
www.brennanformayor.net.

I am running for mayor because I know
I can make a difference. I will be more
than a ceremonial mayor. Our town is at
a critical stage, and we need to start run-
ning Westfield in a more business-like
manner. Many believe Westfield is living
off our past reputation and that we are
losing ground to neighboring towns. Taxes
keep going up, and services keep going
down. Our downtown is hurting, our play-
ing fields need improvement and our roads
need paving.

Westfield is a great town, but we can do
better. I have a plan. Unlike the present
mayor, I will attend budget meetings and
review every line item in the budget. We
will do more with less. I will open all
budget and committee meetings to the
public. Our town will no longer operate in

secret behind closed doors. I will put an
end to aggressive overtime ticketing prac-
tices. We will use our resources to pre-
vent burglaries rather than driving shop-
pers from our downtown. As a former
prosecutor and our municipal court judge,
I will make our streets safe for our chil-
dren from speeding vehicles and our cross-
walks safe for pedestrians.

I will build consensus instead of parti-
san bickering. Party politics should have
no place in Westfield. There is no Demo-
cratic v. Republican way to fill a pothole.
The only way to get things done is not to
worry about who gets the credit.

I will work hard for you. I will be there
when you need me. If you provide me
with the honor of serving this great town,
I will do so proudly, humbly and with
tireless energy.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Brennan
Westfield Mayoral Candidate

For nine years, it’s been my highest
honor to serve you in the Senate, and as
Governor of our great state.

There are no shortcuts, and it will take
time for New Jersey – and our nation – to
get our economy back on track. It’ll take
the know-how to take the right steps, and
the determination to make hard choices –
even when they’re unpopular. That’s what
this election is all about, and I’m proud of
the strides we’ve made in making New
Jersey more progressive and prosperous.

We’ve added 100,000 children to
FamilyCare and made this the second
state to offer universal coverage for chil-
dren. I increased education spending by
$1.8 billion, reformed the way we fund
schools and added more than 5,000 chil-
dren to preschool because I believe that
every child has a right to attend world-
class schools. And it’s working: achieve-
ment gaps between minority and white
students are rapidly closing, and our stu-
dents lead the nation in math and reading
scores.

I made us the first state to pass an

Economic Recovery Act. Because we
acted quickly, we’re poised to recover
from this global recession sooner, and
stronger, than other states. And, I worked
with President Barack Obama to bring
New Jersey over $17 billion in federal
recovery funds.

Though we’ve cut the budget, I’ve
committed more money to property tax
relief – nearly $7 billion – than any other
governor.

I’ve also honored our seniors, increas-
ing eligibility for the Senior Freeze, pre-
serving Homestead Rebates for all se-
niors, and expanding home energy and
nutrition assistance for the elderly.

This election is about values. It’s about
nurturing our children, honoring our se-
niors, protecting the most vulnerable, and
creating a better world for your grandkids,
and mine.

Let’s continue the important work we
began nine years ago. Working together,
no dream is beyond our grasp.

Jon Corzine
New Jersey Governor

Thank you Third Ward residents for
the past four years of support and for
providing me with water and shelter from
the rain and cold as I walked door to door.

Westfield is a great town. But we need
continual improvement. I have worked
hard to insure that improvement. On the
finance committee, I helped reduce the
town’s workforce by 10 percent, saving
nearly $1 million. I objected to having
part-time employees in the pension sys-
tem and advocated for competitive bid-
ding of professional service contracts.

The town joined the Sustainable New
Jersey program after which two Republi-
can councilmembers publicly praised my
bipartisan work on the environment. The
railroad whistles will shortly stop. South
Avenue is getting a facelift. Central Av-
enue is getting an upgrade that will inte-
grate the Jefferson community and re-
duce traffic on the Boulevard and Sum-
mit.

We need to continue that improve-
ment. Many people nearing retirement
realize they can’t afford to stay in their

homes because of property taxes. For my
family, one of the best things about mov-
ing to Westfield 17 years ago was our new
neighbors, Rusty and Bill Elcome. They
had lived in Westfield for 50 years and
became “Uncle Bill” and “Aunt Rusty” to
our children. I want a community where
our seniors can afford to stay so other
families can find their “Uncle Bill” and
“Aunt Rusty.”

The finance committee recently de-
bated replacing two parking officers.
Those meetings should be open so that the
public can participate. An environmental
commission made up of resident experts
would help sort through energy audits,
alternative fuels, hybrid vehicles, and solar
panels, to reduce our energy costs.

Much has been done, and there’s more
to do. I ask you to re-elect me to town
council so that I can continue this work.
Thank you again.

Dave Haas
Westfield Ward 3 Council Candidate

Andy Skibitsky (R) for
Westfield Mayor

First off, I’d like to thank all of my
friends and supporters who have helped
me during my campaign. I especially
want to thank my family for their love and
support.

Westfield residents have an important
decision to make this Election Day. Over
these last few months, I’ve tried to make
that decision easier by outlining my ac-
complishments and future plans.

Although Westfield was certainly a
desirable town when I first took office in
2006, it’s an even better town in 2009.
I’ve implemented a more streamline gov-
ernment, along with many infrastructure
improvements while holding the line on
the town budget. These include: safer
residential and school roads; new syn-
thetic turf fields; a new community pool
complex, paid for by pool members; new
and expanded parking; “AAA” rating from
Standard & Poor’s; enhanced communi-
cation, including office hours, an Instant
Alert System, enhanced website and a
better TV36. Since 2006, departmental
operating budgets have increased by only
$60,000. This has resulted in a minimal

tax increase of $10.50 per month to
homeowners this year on an average as-
sessed home of $184,600. We have kept
the tax increase so low by keeping mu-
nicipal expenses and budgeted items in
check.

I lead a group that sought to maintain
the character of our neighborhoods and
retain home values. The recommenda-
tions made by the Land Use Task Force
and included within the town’s master
plan tackled these concerns head on.

All of these accomplishments have been
done by bringing people and ideas to-
gether, and implementing real solutions
that matter. I’d like to continue this work
for Westfield, but I need your vote.

I would not ask for your vote unless I
was confident that we are on the right path
for the residents of Westfield. Please come
out and vote on November 3. It would be
an honor to serve you and the Town of
Westfield for another four years.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield Mayoral Candidate

Dear Voters

Janice Siegel (D) for
Council Ward 1, Westfield

During the past six months, I discussed
these goals with First Ward residents:
Provide tax relief while preserving and
enhancing qualities that make Westfield
the special town it is; improve pedestrian
safety; greater emphasis on home secu-
rity; bolster downtown; change parking
rules, signage and methods of enforce-
ment, and make progress on the environ-
ment, including an energy audit to save
resources and money.

We can achieve all these goals by work-
ing together! To better work together, we
need a government, which discusses these
issues in the open, allowing residents to
know what is being considered and to
provide their valuable information,
thoughts and expertise. I am part of a team
pledged to this open approach.

My experience can help us reach our
goals. While raising my sons and manag-
ing my husband’s Westfield medical prac-
tice, I volunteered to accomplish impor-
tant objectives: greater pedestrian safety
measures on East Broad Street; down-
town business participation in Children’s
Art Month when it was a parents’ initia-

tive; and high school student volunteerism
in local charitable organizations.

Starting over two years ago, I chaired a
citizens committee to seek establishment
of an environmental commission com-
prised of local volunteers with environ-
mental experience. Most recently, out of
concern for children’s safety, my candi-
dacy has supported the community’s quest
for reconsideration of the location to place
a crosswalk at Highland and Sinclair.

I am a lawyer with a history of public
interest work, including environmental
work at the U.S. Department of Justice,
standing up for victims of the Exxon
Valdez oil spill as a private practitioner,
helping women, on a pro bono basis, gain
equal credit opportunities, and serving on
professional and community organiza-
tion boards.

If you cast your ballot for me on No-
vember 3, you can count on an open,
reflective and responsive advocate to rep-
resent you.

Janice Siegel
Westfield Ward 1 Council Candidate

Keith Loughlin (R) Candidate for
Westfield Council, Ward 4

Dear Westfield Residents,
I have had the pleasure of speaking

with many of you as I walked through our
fourth ward neighborhoods since early
spring. Through these conversations, I
listened to your ideas and observed the
community spirit of Westfield.

I learned from the McKinley, Tamaques
and Jefferson school communities that
controlling municipal spending, improv-
ing our roads, preserving our parks, sup-
porting green technologies and keeping
Westfield a great place to live are issues
of greatest importance to the fourth ward.

I have a plan to improve our town that
I will implement as your councilman.

I will control spending without under-
mining our town’s tradition of excellence.
For example, as a member of the Westfield
Library board, I assisted in saving
Westfield taxpayers over $38,000 by re-
turning excess library funds to the town.

I will continue these efforts as your
councilman.

My plan also includes increasing the
number of roads paved each year. This is
accomplished by “spot-paving” those sec-

tions of roads that require immediate at-
tention and by teaming up with neighbor-
ing towns to submit a joint proposal for
road paving.

Further, I will work with the Board of
Education and the Westfield Armory to
provide off-street parking at Westfield
High School for a fair and final resolution
for residents and students.

Finally, I will lead efforts to encourage
more shoppers and diners to frequent our
downtown through special events and
promotions to reduce vacancies.

As always, if you have any questions,
need more information, or want to show
your support in an orange T-shirt, please
visit my website at keithloughlin.com.

I am motivated, involved and work in
our town all-day and every day. I have
campaigned hard to earn your support. I
will work even harder as your council-
man.

I ask for your vote on November 3.
Sincerely,

Keith Loughlin
Westfield Ward 4 Council Candidate

Tom Bigosinski (R), Candidate for
Ward 4, Westfield Council

It’s sad but true. As with past elections,
the local Republican Party intends to drop
leaflets on Fourth Ward doorsteps the
Sunday before Election Day containing
distorted half-truths about me. The leaf-
lets will be distributed two days before
you vote – as opposed to weeks earlier –
because they lack truth, and I’ll lack time
to respond.

I hope the GOP avoids littering your
yard this Sunday with fables about how I
love taxes, rainy days, and cold weather.
Here’s the truth: I care deeply about
Westfield. My wife and I love raising our
children here. In four years as council-
man, I have not missed even one of the
nearly 200 council meetings because my
goals have always been to work hard,
help the community and solve pressing
Fourth Ward issues.

Specifically, I have focused on envi-
ronmentally-friendly initiatives (such as
the recently-passed “anti-idling” ordi-
nance), pedestrian/biking safety, and park-
ing solutions. In the past four years, we
have seen the paving of West Broad,

North Scotch Plains, Hyslip, Codding,
Dorian, and Willow Grove (almost 100
percent funded by state grants), in addi-
tion to more crossing guards and traffic-
calming measures.

I have organized neighborhood meet-
ings on quality-of-life issues such as break-
ins, high-school parking, and combating
speeding on residential streets. I fought
hard to prevent the rise in local taxes,
which is why I’ve opposed every munici-
pal tax increase while offering specific
examples for controlling spending and
raising revenue.

As the only Fourth Ward candidate
who is raising children, owns a home, or
pays property taxes, I care about the same
issues you do, and I am invested in the
success of our schools, downtown, and
property values. I understand what needs
to be done to keep Westfield a great
destination for families and businesses. I
am proud to serve you and ask for your
continued support.

Thomas Bigosinski
Candidate Westfield Council Ward 4

Sam Della Fera, Jr. (R) for
Council Ward 1, Westfield

Dear First Ward Residents,
Westfield is a great place to live be-

cause of the active involvement of its
residents in its neighborhoods, schools
and athletic programs. Having coached
and participated in community groups, I
now have the desire, opportunity and
skills necessary to maintain and improve
the quality of life in our town as a council
member.

My wife, Sheryl, and I moved to
Westfield in 1996, and have greatly en-
joyed raising our two children, Stephen,
now in Roosevelt Intermediate School,
and Samantha, now in Franklin Elemen-
tary School, in such a safe, active and
nurturing community.

Professionally, I am with the law firm
of Trenk, DiPasquale, Webster, Della Fera
and Sodono, P.C. in West Orange, work-
ing primarily on financial restructuring
matters. For the past 17 years, I have
counseled individuals and organizations
facing economic challenges. I have helped
them to reduce costs, eliminate waste and
find creative and cost-effective solutions
to problems. I have participated in count-
less negotiations between parties with

opposing interests, and have helped them
to amicably resolve their disputes. Hav-
ing also represented municipal entities, I
am familiar with their operations and am
sensitive to their needs. I will use that
experience and those skills to achieve
consensus and produce results on the town
council.

In town, I was a member of the
Westfield Board of Education’s 2006
Citizen’s Advisory Committee on En-
rollment, I am a current member of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, and for the past several years have
been a coach and assistant coach with
Westfield’s in-town soccer and baseball
programs.

With your help, I will work to curb
municipal spending, make our streets safer
and improve road conditions. I invite you
to learn more about me on my website,
www.samforcouncil.com, or to contact
me via e-mail at
samforcouncil2009@gmail.com. Please
support me with your vote on November
3. Thank you.

Sam Della Fera, Jr.
Westfield Ward 1Council Candidate

Tom Delaney (R) for
Ward 3, Westfield Council

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
As Election Day approaches I would

like to thank all the residents of the third
ward for sharing with me the issues facing
our town. The next four years will not be
easy for Westfield and it will be more
important than ever to ensure that the
right people will be representing our in-
terests in town government. Let’s look at
my opponent’s record.

It is important to point out that my
opponent, co-chair of the finance policy
committee, did not support or vote for the
budget that led to the town’s S&P AAA
rating. In essence, he voted down the
budget he helped create. Stating the Town
of Westfield shouldn’t be involved in
state law, my opponent failed to vote for
the resolution against the state tax (7
percent) on parking meters, pay stations,
and recreational facilities that would have
burdened Westfield and sent hundreds of
thousands of your dollars to Trenton.
Many municipalities, Republican and
Democratic alike, supported this resolu-

tion. Luckily, the state rescinded this tax.
In my opinion, not only is this partisan
politics but fiscally irresponsible. When
it mattered, my opponent held the inter-
ests of Trenton and Elizabeth over
Westfield.

My opponent also feels that Mayor
Skibitsky does not provide the proper
leadership to the mayor’s office. I want to
make it clear that I am a supporter of
Mayor Skibitsky and look forward to
lending my 23 years of financial experi-
ence to him.

When elected in November, I promise
to be a non-partisan advocate for the third
ward. Traffic safety, implementation of
an energy audit, sound fiscal budgeting,
and Sustainable Jersey Certification will
all be top priorities on my agenda.

I ask for your support on November 3.
Thank you once again.

Sincerely,

Tom Delaney
Westfield Ward 3 Council Candidate

Bo Vastine (R) for
State Assembly, Dist. 22

To the Residents of New Jersey:
As many of you know, my running

mate, Martin Marks, and I have been out
knocking on doors throughout the 22nd
District for over six months now. We
have had many conversations with resi-
dents about a number of topics that relate
to the 22nd District and the state as a
whole. One issue that seems to be recur-
ring is the “cost of corruption.”

Our state faces many challenges...taxes,
jobs, education, healthcare and transpor-
tation to name a few. But one issue, which
affects all of the above issues, probably
more than can be imagined, is the issue of
corruption. How many of us remember
the image of 40-plus politicians being led
away in handcuffs? How many of us
recall that this was not the first time we
have seen this scene play out in the papers
and on the nightly news? Why is it that we
can’t seem to get beyond this “culture of
corruption?”

Corruption affects every dollar that is

spent in New Jersey. Whether it’s the cost
of education, taxes or others...there is a
quantifiable cost of corruption in our state.
When we consider that corruption takes
the form of “pay to play,” “no-bid con-
tracts,” “kick backs” or even something
that seems harmless such as “conflicts of
interest”...these practices add to our bot-
tom line.

I believe that if we close loopholes
regarding “pay to play,” if we eliminate
no-bid contracts, if we severely punish
those who have clearly broken the law
and if we eliminate the conflicts of inter-
est, the savings to the taxpayers will be
enormous and measurable. The only way
for us to do this is to have people in
Trenton who are not career-politicians
intent on maintaining the status quo. That
is why we are running — to make New
Jersey affordable again! I hope we can
count on your support.

William “Bo” Vastine
Assembly Candidate, District 22

Martin Marks (R) Candidate for
State Assembly, LD-22

Dear Voters,
Regardless of how we feel about former

President Ronald Reagan, we must ac-
knowledge that, in the presidential debate
of 1980, he asked the threshold question
that is certainly relevant here in New
Jersey today. He asked, “Are you better
off today than you were four years ago?”

Our long-time incumbents in the NJ
Assembly Linda Stender and Jerry Green
might admit that our state is in financial
crisis. However, Mrs. Stender will no
doubt blame our problems on a “global
recession,” while Mr. Green won’t hesi-
tate to blame George Bush for our woes.
What Assemblywoman Stender and As-
semblyman Green will not acknowledge
is their records in Trenton—ones that
have rubber-stamped a relentless barrage
of new and increased taxes—have di-
rectly lead to New Jersey being on the
brink of bankruptcy. Since the Democrats
took control of state government earlier
this decade, Stender and Green have voted
to increase our taxes by $6.4 and $8.6
billion, respectively. There can be no
question that this reckless approach to
taxes and associated spending has caused
(amongst other things) the following:

New Jersey continues to have the high-
est property taxes in the nation. Our state
debt has tripled. The hostile tax climate
has caused businesses and their associ-
ated jobs to flee the state and has given us

a 33-year high 9.8 percent unemploy-
ment rate—the highest in the region.

New Jersey has indeed become
unaffordable for most, and in addition to
businesses, our residents are fleeing the
state as well.

 Our salvation will not come overnight,
but it will certainly never come if we
continue to send the same tax and spend-
ers back to Trenton. Our new representa-
tives must move toward the following:

Convene a constitutional convention
to finally address our over-reliance on
property taxes.

Reduce the burdensome taxes and over-
regulation that have caused businesses
and jobs to leave New Jersey.

Eliminate county government, which
is rife with redundancy, patronage and
nepotism.

Close the loopholes and crack down on
the continued political corruption that
costs taxpayers millions.

 Friends and neighbors, even if in the
remote possibility that you consider your-
self better off than four years ago, you
cannot deny that our Garden State cer-
tainly is not. My running mate, Bo Vastine,
and I are the change in representation
necessary for our state to bring itself back
from the brink of insolvency and thrive
once again.

Martin Marks
Assembly Candidate, District 22

NOVEMBER 2009 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Closed November 11 for Veterans Day  
Library Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:30 am - 9 pm         

Friday and Saturday  9:30 am - 5 pm 
Sunday  1 - 5 pm 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS 

11/4 10:00 am Computer Class: Advanced Microsoft Word 

11/4  7:00 pm Salsa is Nuyorican-Music & Dance Program 

11/5  7:00 pm Fee-lancing, or Creative Ways to Earn Money 

11/6  1:30 pm TGIF! Richard Rodgers (video) 

11/10  7:00 pm Computer Class: Homework 911 (for parents) 

11/12 10:00 am Computer Class: Internet Shopping Resources (Int’med) 

11/12  7:00 pm Cheese Tasting and Cheese Talk by Shop Rite 

11/13  1:30 pm TGIF! Doris Day (video) 

11/18  7:00 pm Breast Health Program by Overlook Hospital 

11/20  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Calamity Jane” 

11/21  2:00 pm Food for Life - Healthy Eating Program 

11/24 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Tulpan (Russia) 100 minutes 

11/2, 9, 16 10:00 am Toddler Time (Babies & toddles up to 3 yrs) 

11/3 & 10  1:30 pm PreSchool Storytime (3½ to 5 yrs) 

11/4 10:00 am PreSchool Storytime (3½ to 5 yrs) 

11/4  7:00 pm Scavenger Hunt at the Library (grades 2, 3, 4) 

11/6 & 13 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

11/6 & 13 3:45 pm Big Kids’ Storytime (elementary school age) 

11/22 1:30 or
3:00 pm 

Book Buddies - Grades 1 - 3 can read with a teen. 
Call Youth Services Desk to register. 

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

James LaCorte (D) for
Union County Surrogate

Dear Resident,
My name is James LaCorte. For the

past 10 years, I have had the honor of
serving the residents of Union County as
the County Surrogate.

Following in the footsteps of such a
highly regarded predecessor as the late
Ann Conti, I knew that my task would be
a formidable one. With that as one of my
motivating forces, I decided to continue
with the high quality service that Ann
had instituted in the office itself with a
few technological improvements and
expand several areas that Ann certainly
would have had if she had had the time to
do so.

Toward that end, early in my term, I
began night hours in four communities;
Cranford, Rahway, Union and Summit.
This allows residents to conduct business
with the Surrogate’s Court after hours
without the necessity of coming to Eliza-
beth or taking valuable time off from
work. Since the program’s inception, ap-
proximately 1,000 residents have been
served in this manner. This allows for an
easier method to manage the probate pro-
cess during a difficult time.

My 25 years of legal experience ac-
quired prior to becoming Surrogate have
allowed me to conduct numerous semi-
nars throughout the county advising our
residents of how important is to have
certain documents in their legal portfolio.
Since assuming office in 2000, I have
conducted approximately 30 each year or
300 total at no cost to the taxpayers.

I also authored the Surrogate’s response
and recommendations as to how to best
proceed in times of catastrophic disaster
when many lives are lost due to a single
event. This report was prepared in light of
the circumstances that existed after the
events of September 11. Affected fami-
lies can now proceed with the probate
process in as orderly and expeditious
manner in the face of great tragedy and
subsequent strain on the Surrogates Court
system. My report was adopted as policy
by all 21 New Jersey County Surrogates
sitting at the time of its preparation.

Professionally, I have been awarded
the William J. McCloud Award for my
efforts to protect the young, the elderly
and the disabled during their time within
the Surrogate Court’s system. Nineteen
former Union County Bar Association
Past Presidents of both political parties
have endorsed my candidacy for re-elec-
tion.

I feel that I have extended my best
efforts on behalf of the residents of Union
County in my time as Surrogate. I pledge
to you that I will continue those efforts
and strive to improve my offices services
and my personal commitments to the resi-
dents of Union County. Above all, I will
continue the practice of treating families
with respect, understanding and compas-
sion in a difficult time for them. I ask for
your support on November 3.

James LaCorte
Candidate for Surrogate


