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Cranford Cougars Place Third
In UC Gymnastics Tourney

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Soccer Cougars Silence Bulldogs, Tie Cardinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

1 3 6  C e n t r a l  A v e n u e  •  C l a r k ,  N J  0 7 0 6 6

w w w . p r i n c e a n d p o r t n o i . c o m  •  7 3 2 . 3 9 6 . 8 9 0 0

We represent the seriously injured from

auto, motorcycle, slip and fall, work related

accidents (workers’ compensation), and

medical malpractice. We also handle your

traffic tickets, DWI/DUI and 

criminal matters.

LEGAL QUESTIONS? Give us a call, it’s FREE!

Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.

Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2009 Petro. P_09376

Switch to Petro and see why more people choose us as their total 
home comfort provider over any other heating oil company. 

Call today! 866.254.7645
petro.com

keeper Boyer had no difficulty mak-
ing his three saves. In the first half,
the Cardinals took two direct kicks
from about 40 yards out but one shot
was not even close as it sailed way off
to Boyer’s left and the other was a
slow fluffer straight at Boyer, who
easily caught it.

“We played very well today,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Mike Curci said of
Plainfield. “It was one those road
games where we just couldn’t buy a
goal. We out-shot them 14-3, had a
few golden chances but couldn’t con-
vert. Plainfield’s defense did a great
job in the air. Their keeper made a
couple of nice saves, it happens! I
knew they would be tough. I saw
them take Scotch Plains to a penalty
kick shootout after a 2-2 tie Saturday
[October 17] in the county
quarterfinals, so this result doesn’t
come as a big surprise. The intensity
level was high. Both teams played
hard from start to finish. I thought this
was a good prep for our match with
Union on Saturday night [Union
County Tournament semifinals].”

The Cranford defense came up big
once again, with Kaskiw, Eric Walano,
Ryan Lopes and Rob Ghiretti shut-
ting down the Cardinals offense.

“We put Ray El-Khoury on their
top player, Kevin Veliz,” coach Curci
said, “Ray did a great job of marking
him. He did the same against Naranjo
of Elizabeth. Ray is big, strong, fast
and skilled and he has that focus and
high intensity it takes to get the job
done. Our defense did the rest.”

While Boyer kept things in check
on his side, the offense just could not
catch a break.

“We were on the doorstep the en-
tire match and in overtime. Connor
DeMars hit a beautiful free kick that
hit the crossbar,” Curci added. “Some-
times this game comes down to a
matter of inches. Obviously, we’re
disappointed we didn’t win, but I’m
not disappointed in the effort. It’s
amazing to win 16 in a row without a

bump in the road at any level. The
boys should be proud of what they’ve
done so far. We’re still unbeaten and
now we need to focus on clinching
the top seed in the states and the
county semifinal on Saturday [Octo-
ber 24]. It’s a great position to be in.
At this point, I don’t think we could’ve
asked for anything more.”

Cranford clinched the top seed in
North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 with
a win over Hillside, which was played
on October 30.
Dayton 0 0 0
Cranford 1 1 2

Cranford 0 0 0 0 0
Plainfield 0 0 0 0 0

Cougar V’ballers s Roar Past
Lady Blue Devils, 25-11, 25-10

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Displaying a dominant offense,
Meghan Bartsch, Kaitlyn Irwin and
Alexis Inselberg led an assault that
earned the Cranford High School girls
volleyball team a 25-11, 25-10 vic-
tory over Westfield in Cranford on
October 23.

“Things are finally shaping up and
coming together. We have been work-

ing hard to get our younger players
meshed in and jelling with our se-
niors and the confidence and their
stat numbers are growing,” Cougar
Head Coach Lucy Diaz said. “The
seniors are coming back from a state
championship title, so we try to get
the younger ones to understand the
pressures and the level of competi-
tion that we are moving into. When
things go right, confidence level goes

up and today the strength came from
the front line. The serving aces were
just phenomenal. That started it and
everything else came together.”

Grace Antonelli led the 10-12 Blue
Devils with seven digs. Danielle
Cofone provided six digs and Emma
Partridge notched four kills.

“They have very good servers, they
made good contacts with it and we
could not get out of a funk. We tried
to focus on us; we got our confidence
back a little bit at the beginning of the
second game and tried to make some
things happen. We just could not put
it together,” said Westfield Head
Coach Beverly Torok.

Bartsch notched six kills and 10 ser-
vice points with three aces. Kristen
Rupp and Inselberg combined for 11
kills. Irwin came up big with nine ser-
vice points, three digs and four aces.
Emma Hansen added six service points,
five aces and one block, and Katie
Knorr notched three kills, two blocks
and two service aces. Sarah Barry con-
tributed four assists and three service
points and Alex Bizub added three digs,
one ace and one service point.

The Cougars struck early in Game
1 with effectively placed serves and a
passing attack that had the Blue Dev-
ils sitting on their heels. Inselberg,
Bartsch and Irwin provided the of-
fensive weaponry.

“Our offense was energized from
the defense. Our back row passes and
digs were on the money and when
you have great passes coming up to
the front, the offense plays off of that
energy,” said coach Diaz.

The Blue Devils grabbed a 3-0 lead
in Game 2. As the game rolled to its
midway point, and the Blue Devils
playing a very balanced passing game,
along with a good defense, Cougars
Hansen’s and Irwin’s well-placed ser-
vice aces resulted into a 11-point
push. Bartsch’s service ace concluded
the run and game.

“We tried to keep our confidence
up throughout the game and that was
one of our biggest goals. Maybe we
did not finish as well as we wanted to.
Game 2, we started out real strong,
we all were really set, got some hit
hits down and some kills. I think we
definitely have all the skills needed to
beat other teams, it’s just more of a
mental difficulty that we have. We
need more focus and determination,”
said team captain Jenelle Abbattista.

“Once we are down a little, it’s a real
big challenge to get our confidence
back. It’s something we need to work
on and get past. Definitely, service is a
problem for us. We need to move our
feet up more but we need to work as a
team. When we mess up, we cannot
put our heads down,” said Gab Cerami.

scores that they knew they were ca-
pable of,” Raider Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio said. “Things seem to be
pulling together for us right now.”

The availability of the special spring
floor was also expected to help all
competitors increase their level of
difficulty on the event.

“We wanted to help out all the
teams in our county to give everyone
a fair chance of scoring higher,” coach
Bryan said. “My girls have worked
hard to solidify their floor routine
with their dance but adding the diffi-
culty that we are able to throw in with
the spring floor.”

Coach Cerchio was also looking
forward to having her girls use the
special spring floor.

“My girls are very excited to use
the spring floor. Everybody will be
making their tumbling passes a little
more difficult. We have been really
fortunate this season even on the regu-
lar floor that the girls have been up-
ping their scores,” she said.

Cranford Cougar Head Coach
Michele Charney Hulse and her team
were also looking forward to compet-
ing on the spring floor.

“It always increases our level of
difficulty. It also helps execution and
amplitude. It makes the jumps bigger.
It makes the leaps bigger. It makes
everything bigger,” she said. “We treat
this like any other meet. We compete
the way we practice. The girls know
what they need to do.”

Cougar sophomore Mary Kate
Walch placed fourth with an all-
around total of 35.725. Walch and
teammate Vivian Altmann tied for
fifth with Rodrigues on the balance
beam with scores of 9.1. Walch also
placed fifth in the vault with a 9.1 and
fifth on the uneven bars with an 8.85.

The scores on the floor exercise
were indeed high with Cummings
taking first with a 9.4, followed by
Rodrigues at 9.375 and teammate
Lindsay Ripperger also at 9.375.
Fernandi placed fourth at 9.325, Blue
Devil Kelly Bohlinger placed fifth at
9.075 and Cougar Emily Grable took
sixth at 8.95.

Properly performing a handspring
mount to a double front tuck dismount,
Cummings took first in the vaulting
with a 9.5. Fernandi took second at
9.275, Nicole Pietrapertosa (Union
Catholic) placed third with a 9.175
and Raider freshman Alex Peluso, who
took sixth all-around with a 35.125,
placed fourth with a 9.15, while
Linden’s Kelsey Maloney (fifth all-
around at 35.4) took sixth at 9.05.

After Rodrigues, Cummings placed
second on the unevens with a 9.2,
followed by Ferdinandi at 9.1 and
Maloney at 8.875. ALJ’s Briana
Briscese placed sixth at 8.75. Ripperger
grabbed top honors on the balance
beam with a 9.5, followed by Raider
Lindsay Robinson and Cougar
Danielle McAuliffe at 9.2. Blue Devil
Sara Shields placed fourth with a 9.15.

PAPANDREA GETS 2 TDs, GREEN 1 TD

Cougar Gridders Stop
Delaware Valley, 20-13
The long trip to Alexandria in West

Jersey turned out to be a beneficial
one for the Cranford High School
football team on October 23. The
Cougars, who have lost four straight
games since a 21-20 victory over the
North Plainfield Canucks at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on September
25, came home with a 20-13 victory
over Delaware Valley.

In last week’s loss to undefeated
Summit, the now 2-5 Cougars real-
ized they could move the ball against
a good defensive team using a varied
combination of running plays. The
Cougars refined their running attack
against 3-3 Delaware Valley and used
five running backs to amass 309 yards
on the ground on 52 carries. Quarter-
back Joey Papandrea chewed up 96
yards on 18 carries and scored the
game’s final two touchdowns on re-
spective runs of 16 yards and eight
yards in the fourth quarter.

Tyler Bender recovered a fumble
to give Delaware Valley a 7-0 lead,
but Cougar Kendall Grier, who fin-
ished with 88 yards on 13 carries,

sprinted for a 23-yard touchdown to
tie the score in the second quarter. Del
Val regained the lead in the third quar-
ter when Pat LeFevre scampered 37
yards for a touchdown, before
Papandrea slammed the door with his
two touchdowns.

Cougar junior Sean Trotter carried
six times for 48 yards, Tyrone Avent
scooted 60 yards on 12 carries and JT
Vicci rushed 17 yards on three carries.
Junior linebackers Michael Klimek
and Vicci had seven tackles and six
tackles, respectively, while senior line-
backer Alex Bartley made five. De-
fensive back Justin Van Ostenbridge
made seven tackles. Linebacker Will
Green made four tackles, while line-
backers Anthony DeSilva and Kasim
Lewis had three tackles each. Line-
man Bryan Fitzsimmons made three
tackles and Julian Campo had a fumble
recovery and a tackle.

The Cougars will host Governor
Livingston tomorrow night, Friday,
October 30, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   0   7   0 13 20
Delaware Valley   0   7   6   0 13

Cougars Sting Blue Devils, 1-0,
In UC Soccer Semis Shootout

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

corner kick. Robyn Knapp launched
a corner kick into a mob in front of the
goalie, who was knocked down as the
ball rolled over the goal. The ruling
was that Grandal was knocked down
by a charging Blue Devil, so there-
fore there was no goal.

“The ref said it was a push. I think
the goalie was down before but, of
course, I am going to say that,” coach
Schmidt said. “They make the calls,
so you can’t be upset about it.”

In the penalty kick portion,
Markowski slipped her shot into the
lower left netting. D’Antico answered
with a shot into the upper left. Blue
Devil Becca Kape buried her shot to
the lower left and Cougar Natalie
Englese ripped her shot into the up-
per left. Knapp’s shot, although
tipped, was successful in the center
then Brodie rejected Cougar Salerno’s
shot. Blue Devil Tina Landeka’s shot
bounced off the crossbar then Brodie
stopped Jen Folger’s attempt. Grandal
stopped Sam Costello’s attempt then
Cougar Sarah Dowzycki’s goal sent
the contest into sudden death. Grandal
made the save on Markowski’s shot

then D’Antico was successful to the
left once agains to give the Cougars
the victory.

“She is one of our most consistent
and dependable players. Tonight, she
truly made a statement,” coach
Michewicz said of D’Antico.

“Usually, I don’t even look at the
keeper before I take the shot. Men-
tally, you never want to change where
you are going to kick the ball. Whether
the goalie knows exactly where you
are going, you just kick it as hard as
you can, D’Antico said. “The pres-
sure with PKs is just unbelievable.
You don’t understand what it is like
until you step into that spot and kick
that ball, but I stepped into that with
the confidence that I was going to
make this. Our whole team has been
working on this. When it came down
to PKs, we said, ‘we got this!’”

“It was back-and-forth. It was a
good battle. I think we might have
had a couple more chances in the run
of play, but when it come down to
PKs (penalty kicks) it could be
anybody’s,” coach Schmidt said. “It’s
tough to go undefeated, so we move
on from here. Now the girls know
what it feels like to lose. How they
handle losing really defines who you
are as a team. We are still a very good
team!”
Cranford 0 0 0 0 (3) (1) 1
Westfield 0 0 0 0 (3) (0) 0

Cougars Rap Indians
In Girls Tennis, 5-0

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team shut out Rahway, 5-0, on
October 21.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Emmilyne
Victor, 6-1, 6-3
Second singles: Liz Berry d Nirali
Sampat, 6-2, 6-4
Third singles: Marianna Dzunova d
Armini Saahid Tann, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and Col-
leen Jones d Zaniah Brown and Pauline
Victor, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Kamaria Baysmore and
Amanda Cabrera, 6-0, 6-4

Cougar Netters Top
Solomon Schechter

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team edged Solomon
Schlechter, 3-2, on October 20.
First singles: Jessica Bielski (S) d
Maggie Brown, 6-4, 6-1
Second singles: Carley Rabner (S) d Liz
Berry, 6-0, 6-4
Third singles: Marianna Dzunova (C) d
Samantha Jay, 6-2, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek (C) d Maomi Kramer and
Natasha Freeman, 6-2, 6-4
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray (C) d Gabi Wolberger and
Donna Ra’anan-Lerner, 6-2, 6-1

Cougar Snacks:
Lady Cougars Tame
Bulldogs in Soccer

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team pushed its winning streak
to 11 game by dusting Jonathan Day-
ton, 7-0, in Springfield on October
20. Jen Folger and Mallory Niro each
tapped in two goals for the 12-1-1
Cougars, while Taylor D’Antico,
Michelle Gargiulo and Julianne
Salerno netted one goal apiece.

Lady Cougars Defeat
Plainfield in Soccer

The winning streak increased to 12
games as the 13-1-1 Cranford High
School girls soccer team defeated
Plainfield, 6-0, in Cranford on Octo-
ber 21. Natalie Englese booted in two
goals, while Sara Gugliucci, Sarah
Dowzycki, Sarah Muratore and
Julianne Salerno notched one goal
apiece. Jen Folger had two assists.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
More UCT Gymnastics, Girls &

Boys Soccer on our website

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMIDST A FLOCK OF CARDINALS…Cougar Connor DeMars, No. 10, muscles his way amidst a flock of Cardinals near
the Plainfield goal area.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…John Powasnik and Bridget Miller (not shown)
both members of the cross-country team were named Cougar Athletes of the
Week. Bridget placed third for the girls with a time of 19:50 at the Union County
Conference meet and John finished sixth for the boys with a time of 17:21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING GIANTS…Cougar Mary Kate Walch works giant swings on the uneven
bars prior to the Union County meet in Westfield on October 23.


