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RAIDERS LEEPER, PEARL, BRUCE CROSS LINE 1-2-3

Lady Blue Devils Capture
UC Conference X-C Crown
By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls crossed the finish line
before any Westfield uniform, but the
Blue Devil girls cross-country team
ran with a pack mentality to win the
Watchung Division of the Union
County Conference Championships
at Warinanco Park in Roselle on Oc-
tober 20. The Blue Devils totaled 30
to edge the sparsely populated Raid-
ers, who totaled 32.

Raider Kathleen Leeper crossed the
line first with a time of 20:23, followed
by Elizabeth’s Latitia Sailey – her place-
ment did not count in the team scoring
– at 20:48. Raiders Ali Pearl and Laura
Bruce finished 2-3 (team scoring) with
identical times of 21:01. From that
point, it was all Blue Devils finishing in
the top-10 with Gabrielle Tanji at 21:18,

Amy Roggenberg at 21:39, Abigail
Kwok at 21:51, Sharon Faktor at 21:51,
Danielle Grimes at 21:54, Megan
Pulliam at 21:57 and Alyssa Hatch
22:03.

“We knew that we’d be strong up
front, as we have a solid top three with
Kathleen, Ali and Laura,” Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel said. “Our goal was
to get the top three scoring places and
try to keep our gaps small. The gaps
were smaller than they have been, but
having people from schools, other than
Westfield, breaking us up after our
third runner is what posed the prob-
lem. We don’t have numbers, and most
of the girls on the team had never run
a cross-country race before this fall.”

“A great day for Westfield cross-
country! Truly a golden one! Our
varsity knew going in that Scotch
Plains was going to be tough and that

we needed to be aggressive start to
finish,” Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish said. “Scotch Plains ran a
great race. Our success today is due
to a strong ‘PAC’, which has been our
traditional formula for success. With
a little help from Linden and Union,
the championship was ours. Ellie
Tanji, a crossover from soccer, took
the lead [for us] and ran 21:19, which
is a great race for her.”

Coach Hornish was pleased with
the times but feels each girl must
lower her personal performance 20 to
40 seconds to make a bid for the
county championship, which was held
yesterday, October 28.

“The varsity knows that they have
to step up and that Summit is a major
competitor. We are looking to move
from last year’s fourth place to either
one or two,” coach Hornish said.

“In our top five, Laura was the only
one, who had ever been on the cross-
country team. We didn’t even have
anyone in the JV race, and only one
girl in the freshman race. It’s tough to
lose by two points, but I think the
odds were stacked against us in this
type of situation,” coach Koegel said.
“We’re better suited to dual meets
with the strength of our top three.
Everyone in our top five ran a course
PR [personal record], and Kathleen
won the divisional championship, so
there were a lot of positives to take
out of the meet. Most everyone ran
tough, as well. We don’t have any
seniors on the team, so we’ll work on
getting more people out, getting more
experience for the ones, who are here,
and be back and hopefully be better.”

Nichelle Harris of Rahway, which is
in the Mountain Division, recorded the
fastest time of 19:34, and Ines Simoes
(Roselle Catholic – Valley Division)
had the second fastest time of 19:54.

The Blue Devil JV team captured
seven of the top-10 positions to score
a perfect 15 in their race. Tierny
Cummings finished first in a personal
best (PB) time of 21:33. Becky
Castaldo crossed in 21:44, Allegra
Larche was 21:45, Shannon Mooney
was 21:54, Astrid Adriaens was 22:06,
Julia Fisher was 22:25 and Samantha
Kaufman finished in 22:40.

The Blue Devils won the freshman
race with 15 points also. On the 2.2-
mile course, Hannah McRoberts
placed first with a time of 15:13,
followed by Maggie Tanji at 15:53,
Ellie Reinhardt at 16:53, Hannah
Knighton at 16:55, Courtney Han at
16:58, Rachel Hertzberg at 17:13 and
Liz Griesmer at 17:22.

WATCHUNG DIVISION:
1. Westfield 30, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 32, 3. Union 80, 4. Linden 110

MOUNTAIN DIVISION:
1. Summit 48, 2. Cranford 72, 3.

Johnson 78, 4. Governor Livingston 92,
5. Union Catholic 99, 6. Rahway 113

VALLEY DIVISION:
1. New Providence 42, 2. Kent Place

54, 3. Roselle Catholic 65, 4. Oak Knoll
75, 5. Dayton 113, 6. Benedictine 161
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October 26, 2001: No. 1 ranked
Westfield breezed to its ninth-straight
Union County Gymnastics Champi-
onship in Cranford. The Blue Devils
out-totaled second-place Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 107.15-100.9. Blue
Devil twins Lauren and Jessica
Caravello gave exceptional perfor-
mances. Lauren captured the all-
around with a total of 36.7, and Jes-
sica placed second at 35.125.

October 28, 2000: After a humili-
ating defeat to Westfield on Septem-
ber 23, the Raiders’ complex offense
started to come together, and their
defense became very stubborn and
took on a nickname known as the
“Wild Dogs”. Since the Westfield
game, the Raiders crushed Linden,
25-14, Irvington, 42-8, Kearny, 26-0,
and now Plainfield, 26-12. Senior
Clifton Freshwater rolled off 199
yards and two TDs on 28 carries, and
junior quarterback Brian Schiller con-
nected eight times on 13 pass at-
tempts for 159 yards and two TDs.

Late October 1998: Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and surrounding areas will
indeed miss the services of SP-F High
School Athletic Director Gene Schiller,
who will be retiring at the end of this
month; however, fond memories of
him will not be forgotten. In high
school at Scotch Plains, Schiller ex-
celled in four sports: football, basket-
ball, track and baseball. As a senior at
Seton Hall Prep, he won the high school
national championship in the long jump
with a leap of 22’ 10.5”.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 27, 2004: The 14-2-2
Raider girls soccer team won the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision Championship after battling
rival Westfield to a 2-2, overtime tie
in Scotch Plains. Blue Devil goalie
Tara O’Donahue literally saved the
day by making several spectacular
saves. Raider keeper Lauren Mains
made nine saves. Erin McCarthy and
Aly Ludmer scored for the Blue Dev-
ils. Kristen Zyla and Allie Zazzali
scored for the Raiders.

October 24, 2003: It took a de-
cade, but the Raider gymnastic team
earned county bragging rights by
winning the Union County champi-
onship in Cranford to halt Westfield’s
nine-year reign. The Raiders, with
103.1, outscored the Cranford girls,
who totaled 102.85 and the Westfield
girls, who totaled 101.75. Katie
Zaleski managed to share top honors
on the balance beam with Cougar
standout Bridget Murphy, each scor-
ing a 9.2. Zaleski also finished fifth in
the all-around with a total of 34.55.

October 24, 2002: The Blue Devil
girls cross-country team captured the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title for the eighth consecutive
year at Warinanco Park in Roselle.
Senior Co-Captain Kathleen Salmon
crossed first with a time of 19:43 just
six seconds off the WHS record of
19:37, set by Cindy Best in 1982.
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One of Westfield’s Most Notable Homes
This stunning and elegant Colonial is completely updated with 5 large bedrooms, 5 ½ baths and custom
appointments at every turn. Ideal for today’s lifestyle, a sunny kitchen opens to a spectacular family room with
abundant windows that welcome in natural light. A stately library with custom built-ins and wet bar, office
with fireplace, and possible in-law suite are added amenities. This gracious home combines old-world elegance
with modern conveniences and is suited to the finest entertaining and the comforts of family living. The
private, ¾ acre property boasts a bluestone patio, professional landscaping, and an unparalleled location. This
is a rare and exciting opportunity to own one of Westifield’s most exceptional homes. Priced at $2,649,000.
Please call me for a private viewing.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
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#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Luxury Homes Listed by Frank

1221 Prospect Street, Westfield  $1,499,900
This spectacular & new 5 Bedroom, 4 ½ bath Colonial on 1/3 of an acre is truly a “GREEN” home…LEED, SOLAR &
ENERGY STAR rated. Inside, is beautifully appointed with wonderful, detailed moldings, hardwood floors and tile
selections. A gourmet center island kitchen w/professional grade appliances open to family room with fireplace; 1st floor
library & guest bedroom suite; MBR suite w/luxurious bath; 3 car garage, mud room & patio are just a few of the many
noteworthy features. Call today to see how this home makes money every year!

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield  $1,575,000
This stunning, custom designed 6 Bedroom, 4.1 bath Center Hall Colonial features an Entrance Foyer with magnificent
staircase; Living Room/Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/professional
grade appliances, sitting area and fplc; grand Family Room with soaring cathedral ceilings and fireplace; 1st floor MBR
suite w/access to wonderful conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing and Laundry. Nestled on a .77 acre picturesque lot
on a private lane w/3 car garage, deck, patio & more, this fabulous home is loaded with amenities that are sure to please!

705 Lenape Trail,Westfield $1,699,900
This stately & spacious 11 room, 4 Bedroom, 3.2 bath Colonial offers a tremendous floor plan with entertaining-sized
rooms including: a grand 30’ Living Room; a sunken Family Room with cathedral ceiling and built-in bookcases; an Eat-
In Kitchen with granite island; a Sun Room leading to private rear deck, wood-paneled Library, four fireplaces, finished
Basement. Situated on a .7 acre lot amongst the towering oaks that trademark its Indian Forest location, close to top-
ranked Westfield schools, this distinctive home is a absolute delight!

4 Dorset Hill Road, Westfield  $1,999,900
This magnificent & new, custom built 5 bedroom, 5.1 bath home is nestled on just under ½ acre on a private lane.
Beautifully appointed w/hardwood floors, custom moldings & great attention to detail thru-out! Gracious Foyer flanked
by a Living Rm. w/fplc & access to Library; Formal Dining Rm. w/Butler’s Pantry; gourmet Center Island Kitchen open
to Family Rm. w/fplc; 1st floor Guest Suite; magnificent MBR suite w/ Sitting Rm. & luxurious bath. A finished basement
& 3 car Garage complete this amazing Wychwood residence!


