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SCRUDATO, LEAHY, ANDREW KIRNA CROSS LINE 1-2-3

Blue Devil Boys ‘Run’ Away
With UC Conference Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Waves of blue crossed the finish
line to claim the top-10 individual
spots at the Union County Confer-
ence Watchung Division boys cross-
country Championships at Warinanco
Park in Roselle on October 20, but it
was the blue of the Westfield High
School boys who ran away with the
team title with a total of 19 compared
to the blue of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood boys that finished second
with 44 points.

Blue Devil senior Ryan Scrudato
had some clear sailing as he crossed
the line first with a personal-record
(PR) – for the course – time of 16:36.
Blue Devil sophomore Jack Leahy
finished second at 16:41 and team-
mate Andrew Kirna finished third at
16:50 before Raider team captains
Alex Parker and Brandon Wheeler
finished 4-5 with respective times of
16:54 and 16:58.

“We were trying to go out as a pack.
We stayed as a pack as long as we
could, and at the end, it would be
whoever’s got it. We have been doing

the same thing all year,” Scrudato
said. “We are very hungry. We are
training very hard right now, and we
have had a few hard weeks of nice
training. We are hoping to continue
our success.”

As to his time, he said, “It’s a PR
for here, but I don’t think it’s my best
race as per mile. I wasn’t worried
about that. I was worried about the
team getting a win. Usually we are
not the ones setting the pace, but
today, we had to go out and set the
pace, and get ready for the counties.”

Blue Devils Tyler Cusick at 16:58,
Mike Kelley at 17:12, Zach Lizmi at
17:14 and John Kirna at 17:28 finished
sixth through ninth. Raider junior Vidhan
Malik crossed 10th with a PR 17:38.

“Vid had a big PR in the boys race,”
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel said.
“This is only his second year, and he
was struggling to break 19:00 last
year. He grew up in India, so he does
better in the warm weather. He actu-
ally shivers when the temperature
drops below 60.”

Raider senior Brian Walsh finished
13th, with a time of 18:13, followed

by teammates Jon Kerby at 18:17,
Bobby Evans at 18:22 and Kyle
Mahoney at 18:31.

The fastest time was recorded by
Union Catholic Viking sensation D.J.
Thornton, who crossed first in the
Mountain Division race with a time
of 16:21, followed by Summit’s Tho-
mas Chin at 16:24. Rahway’s Jeremy
Antivo at 16:46 and Curtis Johnson at
17:11 placed 3-4, while Viking Kevin
Mulligan placed fifth at 17:17, fol-
lowed by Cranford’s John Powasnik
at 17:22 and Vikings Matt O’Donnell
at 17:26 and Mike Cahill at 17:30.

Everett Price (New Providence)
crossed first in the Valley Division race
with a time of 16:50, followed by Tyler
Boscia (Roselle Catholic) at 16:56.

WATCHUNG DIVISION:
1. Westfield 19, 2. Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 44, 3. Union 91, 4. Linden 100

MOUNTAIN DIVISION:
1. Union Catholic 36, 2. Summit 68,

3. Cranford 82, 4. Governor Livingston
86, Rahway 96, Johnson 131

VALLEY DIVISION:
1. Roselle Catholic 26, 2. New Provi-

dence 55, 3. Dayton 66, 4. Oratory 84, 5.
Brearley 144

VANBUSKIRK SCORES, DELLABADIA 11TH SHUTOUT

Raider Soccer Girls Topple
Pioneeers, 1-0, in UCT Semi

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seeking its fifth straight Union
County title, the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ soccer team, ranked No. 14,
nipped the Pioneers of New Provi-
dence, 1-0, in the semifinals at A.L.
Johnson High School in Clark on
October 25. The Raiders will face
fifth-seeded Cranford, who defeated
Westfield, 1-0, in a sudden-death
shootout for the title.

Midfielder Sarah Vanbuskirk provided
the lone goal in the 19th minute of the
first half. The Raiders greeted Pioneer

goalie Connie Haggerty with six shots
on goal, four in the first half. Forward
Avika Shah launched three shots, and
midfielders Sarah Canfield and Kathryn
Dinizo each delivered one shot.

Raider junior goalkeeper Paige
Della Badia earned her 11th straight
shutout of the season and made five
spectacular diving saves. The most
dramatic save came when Gina
Caprara hit a shot from inside the box
that was smothered by Della Badia.

“New Providence is a good team.
Scott Murphy does a good job coach-
ing them,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said. “They have a couple of

real good kids up front, and we tried
to contain them as best as we could.
The kids played hard and well all
over the field, and it was a good
defensive battle. We had some chances
offensively and they did as well at the
end of the game. That was the differ-
ence; one goal in the first half. Paige
(Della Badia) did a great job. She
should not have been put into that
position where she had to make those
saves but did a good job making them.
She’s been doing it all year.”

The 13-1-1 Raiders controlled the
tempo and their efforts were rewarded
when Shah charged downfield, avoided
two defenders and crossed a diagonal
shot to the back post where Vanbuskirk
deposited the bouncing ball off her
chest and inside the left corner of the
net for her 17th goal of the season.

The Raider defense tightened at
every Pioneer attack. Ally Prestridge,
Delia McGee and Claudia Falconieri
secured the defensive middle.

“We knew that we had to come out
strong and show them what we are
made of, get the win and move on to
the finals. Mr. Ewing has been talking
to us about one of us staying up high
on the sweeper, so if we have someone
pressuring her, there is a good chance
you end up one-on-one with her and
have a good shot at the goal. What an
amazing feeling winning the semis,
and everyone knows that we can do it
and we are capable to go the whole
way,” Vanbuskirk said.

The Raiders maintained their ag-
gressive nature, but near the end of
the second half, within a span of three
minutes, the 15-1 Pioneers mounted
a continuous attack in Raider terri-
tory. Despite the shelling, the Pio-
neers failed to find the mark, partly
due to Della Badia’s consistency.

“It’s really important to keep my
head in the game. I need to be quick
on my feet for anything that comes at
me, and it’s important to keep confi-
dence in my defense,” Della Badia
said. “As to the saves, the one I recall
was the girl who was about five feet in
front of me. She fired a rocket. I’m
lucky it went right at me. That was
pure reaction on my part. I could not
have been placed better, but I’m glad
that she did not go right or left be-
cause that could have been much more
dangerous. The other came on a dan-
gerous play where I was coming out,
but I was a little more worried be-
cause I got hurt on a similar type of
play like that a few weeks ago.  As a
first year player, I’m really excited,
I’m nervous and never had anything
so exciting happen before. We have a
good offensive line that can put goals
in and our defense is really strong.”
New Providence 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

McKINLEY, MORAWSKI, BORR, WU WIN

No. 2 Blue Devils Sting
No. 1 WW-PS in Tennis

Titans in the New Jersey state high
school girls’ tennis world met face-
to-face for the NJSIAA Group 4 cham-
pionship at Mercer County Park in
West Windsor on October 21, and
No. 2-ranked Westfield toppled No.
1-ranked West Windsor-Plainsboro
South, 3-2, to advance to the Tourna-
ment of Champions (TOC) that was
to begin at the Inman Sports Club in
Edison on October 25.

After the Blue Devil girls shut out
Piscataway, 5-0, for the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 title, which in-
cluded a marathon match at second
singles between Tara Criscuolo and
Chief Camille Sunga, on October 16
at the Inman Sports Club, Livingston
became their next victim via 4.5-0.5
decision in the Group 4 semifinals at
Mercer County Park.

Blue Devil Lexi Borr blanked
Livingston Lancer Nicole Russo, 6-
0, 6-0, at first singles. Criscuolo’s
match ended in a draw with Sam
Alpert, although leading 7-5, 1-0, at
the time. Debbie Wu defeated Lancer
Christine Chen, 6-0, 6-1, at third
singles. Samantha Borr and Morgan
Murphy stopped Anna Bagin-
Borzilov and Jordana Geller, 6-3, 6-
2, at first doubles, while Katherine
McKinley and Melissa Morawski
defeated Eeshin Chang and Jenna
Kauffman, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4.

Against WW-PS, Wu faced a for-
midable foe at third singles in senior

Lesley Norris, who had not lost a
match since she was a freshman. Wu
trailed 4-1 in the first set but rallied in
a big way to win it, 7-5. Having
broken Norris’ spirit, Wu won the
next set, 6-2, to set up freshman Lexi
Borr for the match clincher. Borr won
her first singles match over Ammu
Mandalap, 6-2, 6-2.

June Lee topped Criscuolo, 6-4, 6-
2, at second singles, and Larissa Lee
Lum and Sahana Jayaraman nipped
Samantha Borr and Murphy in three
sets, 6-7, 6-4, 6-0, at first doubles.
McKinley and Morawski silenced
Amanda Stanton and Mallory Wang,
6-3, 6-2, at second doubles.

Cougar V’ballers Roar Past
Lady Blue Devils, 25-11, 25-10

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Displaying a dominant offense,
Meghan Bartsch, Kaitlyn Irwin and
Alexis Inselberg led an assault that
earned the Cranford High School girls
volleyball team a 25-11, 25-10 vic-
tory over Westfield in Cranford on
October 23.

“Things are finally shaping up and
coming together. We have been work-
ing hard to get our younger players
meshed in and jelling with our se-
niors, and the confidence and their
stat numbers are growing,” Cougar
Head Coach Lucy Diaz said. “The
seniors are coming back from a state

championship title, so we try to get
the younger ones to understand the
pressures and the level of competi-
tion that we are moving into. When
things go right, confidence level goes
up, and today, the strength came from
the front line. The serving aces were
just phenomenal. That started it, and
everything else came together.”

Grace Antonelli led the 10-12 Blue
Devils with seven digs. Danielle
Cofone provided six digs, and Emma
Partridge notched four kills.

“They have very good servers; they
made good contacts with it, and we
could not get out of a funk. We tried
to focus on us; we got our confidence
back a little bit at the beginning of the
second game and tried to make some
things happen. We just could not put
it together,” said Westfield Head
Coach Beverly Torok.

Bartsch notched six kills and 10
service points with three aces. Kristen
Rupp and Inselberg combined for 11
kills. Irwin came up big with nine
service points, three digs and four
aces. Emma Hansen added six ser-
vice points, five aces and one block,
and Katie Knorr notched three kills,
two blocks and two service aces. Sa-
rah Barry contributed four assists and
three service points, and Alex Bizub
added three digs, one ace and one
service point.

The Cougars struck early in Game
1 with effectively placed serves and a
passing attack that had the Blue Dev-

ils sitting on their heels. Inselberg,
Bartsch and Irwin provided the of-
fensive weaponry.

“Our offense was energized from
the defense. Our back row passes and
digs were on the money, and when
you have great passes coming up to
the front, the offense plays off of that
energy,” said coach Diaz.

The Blue Devils grabbed a 3-0 lead
in Game 2. As the game rolled to its
midway point, and the Blue Devils
playing a very balanced passing game,
along with a good defense, Cougars
Hansen’s and Irwin’s well-placed ser-
vice aces resulted in an 11-point push.
Bartsch’s service ace concluded the
run and game.

“We tried to keep our confidence
up throughout the game, and that was
one of our biggest goals. Maybe we
did not finish as well as we wanted to.
Game 2, we started out real strong,
we all were really set, got some hit
hits down and some kills. I think we
definitely have all the skills needed to
beat other teams; it’s just more of a
mental difficulty that we have. We
need more focus and determination,”
said team captain Jenelle Abbattista.

“Once we are down a little, it’s a real
big challenge to get our confidence
back. It’s something we need to work
on and get past. Definitely, service is a
problem for us. We need to move our
feet up more, but we need to work as a
team. When we mess up, we cannot
put our heads down,” said Gab Cerami.

Raider Netters Nip
Hilltoppers, 3-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls tennis team defeated
Summit, 3-2, on October 22.
First singles: Alex Szczuka (SP) d Emily
Koernig, 6-3, 6-0
Second singles: Tasha Kewiramani (S)
d Neha Pannuri, 6-2, 6-2
Third singles: Heather Pearson (S) d
Lyndsey Douglas, 6-0, 6-1
First doubles:
Second doubles:
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING A GRUELING RUN…Raider team captain Alex Parker, left, finished fourth with a time of 16:54, and Blue
Devil sophomore Jack Leahy, right, finished second at 16:41. The Blue Devils ran away with the title with a total of 19, while
the Raiders placed second with a total of 44.

Indrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING A KEY MATCH…Blue Devil Debbie Wu won her third singles match,
7-4, 6-2, over Lesley Norris.
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Open House: Sunday Nov. 1st, 1-4PM
414 Birch Place

Westfield…Updated & charming 3 BR, newer 3 ½  BTh Colonial.
Newer KIT opens to deck w. center isle, granite counters, SS
appliances, custom cabs, limestone tile flr.  LR/frplc, FDR, MBR
newer BTH & wlk-in closet. Finished RR w/full bth. Natural wdwrk,
CAC, hwdflrs, expandable walk-up attic. Beautiful home on Cul-
de-sac. Close to town and transportation.    $699,900.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PINCHING A PIONEER…Raiders Jackie Mains, No. 5, and Ally Prestridge, No.
14, put the pinch on a New Providence Pioneer.


