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Dominick Bratti 

a proven leader…

who will maintain and improve town 

services through continued responsible 

budgeting

who will continue to ensure open and 

honest government 

who will pursue recreational 

opportunities for residents of all ages

who will improve the downtown 

Elect
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Dominick

BRATTI

Responsible Leadership 
for Scotch Plains… 

DOMINICK BRATTI
Scotch Plains Township Council 

Vote November 3rd 
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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Union County Freeholder Candidates
Debate Budget, Taxes, Muhlenberg

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY DEBATE...Seven candidates for county freeholder faced off October 22
at a forum sponsored by the Union County Council of the League of Women Voters
for the three open seats on the board, as well as the two county surrogate candidates.
The debate, which was held at Cranford Town Hall, was moderated by Hilda Jaffe.
Pictured, left to right, are: Independent candidates Hope Thompson and Karen
Gielen; Republicans Anthony Sytko and Nicole Cole; Democratic incumbents
Deborah Scanlon and Al Mirabella and newcomer Mohamed Jalloh, a Democrat;
Ms. Jaffe, and Paul Peyton, assigment editor of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMPLIMENTARY CHECK UP...The Scotch Plains Lions Club held its annual
free hearing and vision screenings last Saturday morning in the municipal
parking lot, while flu shots were administered inside the municipal building.

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Seven candidates
for county freeholder faced off Octo-
ber 22 at a forum sponsored by the
Union County Council of the League
of Women Voters for the three open
seats on the board, as well as the two
county surrogate candidates. The de-
bate, which was held at Cranford
Town Hall, was moderated by Hilda
Jaffe of the League of Women Voters.

Democrats Al Mirabella and
Deborah Scanlon, incumbents, and
their running mate Mohamed Jalloh,
were opposed byAnthony Sytko and
Nicole Cole, Republicans, and Inde-
pendents Hope Thompson and Karen
Gielen. Questions were posed by Paul
Peyton of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Michael Shapiro of the Alter-
native Press, and Leslie Murray of
The Cranford Chronicle.

Candidates were asked about their
positions on the recent deferral of county
employees’ pension funds by the free-
holders. “I was in favor of it,” said Mr.
Mirabella, the board’s current chair-
man. “It saved 77 jobs and no services
were cut.” He said new revenue was
being generated through the leasing of
beds at the juvenile detention facility in
Linden, which would be used to pay
back the money. Freeholder Ms.
Scanlon stated that, “Saving jobs has to
be high on the priority list.”

Mr. Sytko, who voted against pen-
sion deferrals in Garwood, referred
to it as “punting the issue” since
money would have to be paid back at
8 percent interest.

Candidates were asked what areas
they will or have proposed to cut
county spending to lessen the impact
on county taxes.

Calling it a regional problem and
that taxes were increased throughout
all 21 municipalities in the county,
Mr. Mirabella said at the county level
there were some employee layoffs
and that employees are now required
to contribute towards their benefits.
“We need to seek creative ways of
offsetting increases,” he said.

Mr. Jalloh said he supports sharing
services as a way to save money.
Similarly, Ms. Thompson stated that
there is an over abundance of the
same things being done in each of the
different towns and that money could
be saved through shared services and
by awarding fewer external contracts.

Ms. Cole said she supports having
an independent audit conducted on
the county budget. “We need differ-
ent ideas than just raising taxes while
cutting services,” Ms. Cole said.

“The county is doing too much,”
Mr. Sytko replied. “Why not reduce

spending? Find where there is waste
before spending another dime.”

Asking a question on behalf of the
Coalition to Stop the Train, Mr. Shapiro
questioned what the candidates’ posi-
tion were on the efforts to reactivate the
Raritan Valley and Staten Island Rail
lines, which have been ongoing for 15
years and has cost millions of dollars.

Calling it a “dead issue,” Mr. Mirabella
explained that since it is a state issue,
there would be no more funding granted
for it. “At the time, it seemed like an
opportunity to develop the areas along
the railways and to have fewer trucks on
our roads,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Sytko said that after having
talked to the residents who live on the
rail lines and hearing they are against
the reactivation, he opposes it.

On the topic of improving healthcare
in Union County, both Ms. Gielen and
Ms. Thompson stated the need for an
acute-care facility since the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter. “Babies are being born in a satel-
lite emergency room,” Ms. Gielen said.
“We need a full-service ER.”

Mr. Mirabella and Ms. Scanlon said
that the freeholders lobbied to keep
the hospital open, and that healthcare
reform is needed at the national level.
“This was not a county issue,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Mr. Sytko questioned, “Who of the
many democratic powers that be is
responsible for the closure?”

In response to a question about how
the possible sale of the resource recov-
ery facility, the county’s incinerator,
might impact towns financially, Mr.
Mirabella said the freeholders are ex-
ploring the option to help offset in-
creases in taxes. He said he lowered
rates would be maintained in towns
who signed 25-year agreements with
the Union County Utilities Authority
in the late 1990s and that Rahway would
continue to be paid a host fee.

Mr. Sytko said while he is not against
privatization, the chief executive officer
of Covanta Energy, the company who
owns the facility, makes donations to the
freeholder board, and thusly “the money
would make its way back to the county.”

Candidates were asked about the
county’s renewable energy solar en-
ergy program for towns and schools.
Mr. Sytko said it was a “great idea”
and that he had thought of it a few
years ago, but would not have bonded
for it in Garwood as the county did.
“They took my idea,” Mr. Sytko said.

“Your idea was a bad idea,” Mr.
Mirabella countered, saying the
county aimed at providing low cost
energy for schools and municipal
buildings throughout the county.
Pointing to energy efficiency funds

granted to the county, Ms. Scanlon
said it was indicative of “how we’re
running the county.”

The final question posed to the
candidates was regarding the hiring
of Kemper Sports Management to
run the county’s golf operations at
Galloping Hill and Ashbrook golf
courses and whether the county’s golf
division should be continued.

Saying that they have “reduced posi-
tions,” Mr. Mirabella explained that
Kemper will help run the golf opera-
tions, but that “the county won’t lose its
presence or voice” in the operations.

“There is better golfing in Union
County,” Mr. Mirabella said. “There
is something for everyone.”

In response, Ms. Cole said, “People
are still pissed about Oak Ridge (golf
course closing in Clark). Avid golfers
are not better off and the county won’t
get the fees they otherwise would have.”

Mr. Jalloh said that operating Oak
Ridge as a park makes the area more
available to more people.

Mr. Sytko commented that, “Once
again (this is) a frivolous waste of
money. Golf courses make money.
Parks do not.”

The forum also included statements
by county surrogate candidates James
LaCorte (D) and Arthur Zapolski (R).

Mr. LaCorte, who has served as sur-
rogate for the past 10 years, said he
established more technological effi-
ciency as a means to better serve the
constituents of the county, as well as
“reducing cost and expanding income.”
He said he implemented night hours in
four towns throughout the county, which
was done at no additional cost, and has
provided service to 1,000 residents.

A long-time Linden resident, Mr.
Zapolski referred to his outsider sta-

tus from the administration and from
politics at large, as a positive asset. In
addition to having served as a super-
visor, judge and a mediator during his
time in the military, he also served as
the public defender for Roselle Park.
As an adjunct professor with a com-
munity background, Mr. Zapolski
described himself as a people person,
stating that if he were elected, he
would “work very hard for you.”

Halloween Festivities
To Be Held Saturday
FANWOOD – The annual Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest will be held Saturday,
October 31, presented by the Fanwood
Recreation Commission and the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission.

The festivities will kick off at 5:30
p.m. in the parking lot of the Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North and
Forest Avenues, with “Trunk or Treat.”
A variety of surprise treats will be
available for trick-or-treaters. Children
and adults who want to join the parade
are invited to assemble in front of the
library at 6 p.m.

The parade will depart for LaGrande
Park at 6:15 p.m. and conclude at the
park’s athletic field. There, the costume
contest will begin at approximately 6:30
p.m. for children of all ages. LaGrande
Park is located at the corner of LaGrande
Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Additionally, anyone who wants to
enter a pumpkin in the Jack-o-Lantern
Contest should bring his or her carved
creation to the park and fill out an entry
form by 6:30 p.m. Prizes will be awarded
for the best costumes and the best jack-
o-lanterns. Free cider, doughnuts and
coffee will be available.
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