
Page A-14  Thursday, October 29, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$396$396AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $473* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $467* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $375* on average with Allstate

*

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written in 2008.  Actual savings will vary.
Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Bridgewater,  NJ.  ©  2009  Allstate
Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $396* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Mountainside Council to Pick
New Mayor on November 3

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Republican Committee has
released the names of three candidates to
fill the vacancy of mayor left by the death
last week of long-time Mayor Robert
Viglianti.

The names to be presented to the full
borough council on November 3 are Coun-
cilmen Paul Mirabelli, the current council
president who is serving as acting mayor;
Glenn Mortimer, and Keith Turner.

“Whoever is the next mayor is going to
have some big shoes to fill,” Mr. Mortimer
said, noting that Mr. Viglianti had been
doing the volunteer, part-time position in
a full-time capacity. He said council mem-
bers will have to “step up to fill any gaps”
in borough operations left by the mayor’s
death. “Bob left the town in very good
shape,” Mr. Mortimer said. “We know
what we are getting into.”

According to Mr. Mortimer, the com-
mittee has until Wednesday, November
11, to fill the vacancy. He said the council
will interview candidates at its Tuesday,
November 3, meeting, which will start at
7 p.m. The governing body will then vote
to appoint the new mayor at the time, and
that individual will officially take office
at a swearing-in ceremony scheduled for
7 p.m. on Tuesday, November 24, at
Borough Hall.

With the selection of the new mayor,
the GOP Committee will go through the
same process to fill a council vacancy,
which will be left when the new mayor
resigns from his council seat.

Special elections will be required in
November 2010 to fill the remaining time
left on Mayor Viglianti’s and his
replacement’s terms.

Mayor Viglianti had served as mayor
since 1988. He died after a long battle
with cancer on October 11.

Winners Are Announced
For Pie-Baking Contest

MOUNTAINSIDE – In conjunction
with the Union County Four Centuries
in a Weekend festivities, the
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee (MHPC) held its second
annual Pie-Baking Contest on October
18 at the historic Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House in Mountainside.

Ten bakers submitted their pies to be
judged. The judges included Elena
Bentey, life skills teacher at Deerfield
School in Mountainside; Jayne
Salomon, food columnist for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, and Anjali Mehrotra,
last year’s Blue Ribbon Winner.

After about 45 minutes of tasting and

scoring, the judges tallied up their scores
and three winners were announced.
They were as follows: First place, An-
drea Rizzo, for her Nini’s Apple Nut
Pie; second place, Joan Barna, for her
Early American Pear Pie with Tart Cher-
ries, and third place, Susanne Barna
Morabito, for her Apple Cobblestone
Pie. The winning recipes can be viewed
at mountainsidehistory.org.

At the conclusion of the judging,
slices of the pies and cider were sold
to raise funds for Mountainside’s
Historic Restoration Committee.

The MHPC thanks all the bakers
and judges for their time and efforts
in making the contest a great success.

BEST BAKERS…The second annual pie-baking contest was held at
Mountainside’s historic Hetfield House on October 18. Pictured, from left to
right, are: judge Anjali Mehrotra; second-place winner Joan Barna; first-place
winner Andrea Rizzo; judge Elena Bentey, and judge Jayne Salomon. Not
pictured is third-place winner Susanne Barna Morabito.

Garwood Woman Pleads
Guilty to Daughter’s Death
GARWOOD — Ermina Errico, 62, of

Garwood, who authorities said controlled
her daughter’s life, forcing her to wear
trash bags as clothing, has pled guilty in
Union County Superior Court to neglect,
Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said.

Errico pled guilty to one count of third-
degree neglect in the January 2007 death
of her daughter, Mr. Romankow said. She
was indicted on the charge in August. It
was on January 29, 2007, when police
responded to a 9-1-1 call made from the
Erricos’ house. Upon their arrival, the
officers were unable to use the front door
of the home because it was blocked by
bags of trash. Inside, they found the body
of 25-year-old Emily Errico in a bedroom
off the kitchen, Mr. Romankow said.

Officers found the body of Emily Errico
wearing just a plastic trash bag fashioned
into a halter top and a pair of sweatpants,
according to the investigation. The medi-
cal examiner’s autopsy later revealed she
died from a combination of anorexia
nervosa and malnutrition, according to
the investigation. She was 5 feet, 7 inches
tall and weighed just 97 pounds.

Authorities said Errico admitted she
was her daughter’s primary caretaker and
was responsible for the care of the house
and in control of the family’s food intake,
said Assistant Prosecutor James Donnelly,
who handled the case.

“Mrs. Errico said that she controlled
the food that was prepared for and given
to Emily,” Mr. Donnelly said. “She knew
that Emily was suffering from a low body
weight and psychological problems. She
admitted that she was aware of Emily’s
weakened state because of malnutrition.”

Det. Jorge Jiminez of the Union County
Homicide Task Force conducted the  in-
vestigation into Emily’s death and found,
among other things, that the victim was

kept in a crib for most of her toddler years
and later in life was fed a controlled
amount of food by her mother. In the
months leading up to her death, police
obtained statements that indicate that
Emily Errico could be heard “thumping
down” onto the floor as if she had little or
no muscle control, according to the in-
dictment. Earlier this year, Emily Errico’s
father, Edward, pled guilty to third-de-
gree neglect in the case and was sen-
tenced to probation and ordered to un-
dergo a psychological evaluation. Under
terms of the plea with prosecutors, Ermina
Errico will be placed on probation and
will be ordered to undergo psychological
treatment as a condition of probation. She
is scheduled to be sentenced on Decem-
ber 18 before Superior Court Judge Stuart
Peim. “This plea does not bring Emily
back, but it ensures that her parents get the
help that it appears they desperately need,”
Mr. Romankow said.

Seats Still Available
For Nov. 6 Hayride

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are still
available for evening hayrides on Friday,
November 6, at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center. Rides begin at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets must be purchased in advance.
Persons are asked to register early.

The cost is $5 for Union County resi-
dents and $10 for out-of-county partici-
pants. Tickets can be purchased every
day from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside,
located at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, or weekdays  at the Union
County Administration Building, second
floor, Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway
Avenue in Elizabeth. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 789-3670 or  (908)
527-4900.

Westfield is a special place. Our quality of life is truly 
outstanding. We have beautiful tree-lined streets that frame 
attractive homes, and a downtown business district that 
includes many wonderful stores and restaurants. Shoppers and 
diners love our downtown, and residents love this community. 

Andy Skibitsky and Sam Della Fera want to keep Westfield 
moving forward. And they are committed to doing so, while 
keeping taxes low and spending down.

Let’s keep moving Westfield forward.
Tuesday, November 3rd, is Election Day. 

Please support 
ANDY SKIBITSKY 
f o r  M a y o r  a n d 

SAM DELLA FERA 
f o r  1 s t  Wa r d  C o u n c i l

MOVING WESTFIELD FORWARD
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Sam Della Fera

FORWARD

Paid for by Skibitsky for Mayor, William Kelly, Treasurer, 1121 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ 07090. 

Paid for by Sam Della Fera for Council, Rodger Studwell, Treasurer, 444 Birch Place, Westfield, NJ 07090.

Vote Tuesday, November 3rd

NJ Transit To Add Train Stops
At Garwood Station Beginning Nov. 8

LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio announced at Tues-
day night’s council meeting that New
Jersey Transit is adding more stops at the
Garwood train station beginning Sunday,
November 8.

The additional train stops include:
Going to Newark at 6:29 a.m. and 1:26
p.m. on weekdays plus returning to
Garwood at 10:25 a.m. and 4:33 p.m.
There will also be two outbound stops on
the weekends at 8:51 a.m. and 10:51 a.m.
and three inbound trains at 5:58 p.m.,
7:58 p.m. and 1:27 a.m. There are cur-
rently no weekend stops at the Garwood
station.

NJ Transit and the Borough of Garwood
are adding the stops in conjunction with a
development study. “It’s only a start, but
it’s an excellent start,” Councilwoman
Villaggio said.

In other business, the council appointed
Steve Greet as their representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) to replace Charles Lombardo,
who resigned due to health reasons.

Resident Bruce Paterson said he was,
“a little beside myself” over the appoint-
ment. Mr. Paterson stated that he had
asked at the beginning of the year to be the
Garwood representative given his con-
struction and engineering background.
He said that he is an independent and that
there would be no “politics at all.” He
added that “Steve’s OK, but somehow I
just don’t feel right about it.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said that Mr.
Greet, who also serves on the borough
planning board is, “enthusiastic and ready
to start.”

Council President Keith Sluka com-
plied with Mr. Paterson’s request and
moved the appointment off the consent
agenda for a separate roll call vote. Mr.
Greet was appointed unanimously.

The council also passed three resolu-
tions on first reading. The first resolution

authorizes the sale of an odd-sized piece
of land on Spruce Avenue, the second
amends an ordinance requiring chain link
fences at construction sites, and the third
sets forth the duties and responsibilities
for the zoning official and the zoning
enforcement officer.

Police Chief William Legg was re-
cently appointed as the Zoning Enforce-
ment Officer and resident Victor Vinegra
was appointed as the Zoning Official,
following the resignation of Ed Dec.

Library to Feature
‘Ghosts of New Jersey’

GARWOOD – On Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, Garrett Husveth will present “Ghosts
of New Jersey” beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
the Garwood Public Library.

Mr. Husveth is the co-founder of
hauntednewjersey.com, the northeast re-
gional coordinator for the American As-
sociation of Electronic Voice Phenom-
ena, and a founding member of parapsy-
chologist Lloyd Auerbach’s Paranormal
Research Organization. He is a court-
approved expert forensic examiner deal-
ing with computers and digital media.

Mr. Husveth has appeared on television
shows dealing with the paranormal, in-
cluding The History Channel’s “Haunted
History” series and the Travel Channel.

He has personally worked on more
than 600 haunting- and poltergeist-re-
lated cases throughout North America.

Mr. Husveth has been an avid recorder
of spirit voices or Electronic Voice Phe-
nomena for 20 years, and will present
samples of voices caught on recording at
purportedly haunted locations.

Registration is required. Please call the
library at (908) 789-1670, sign up at the
circulation desk or register at
youseemore.com/garwood. The library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Hours of
operation are Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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