
Page A-12  Thursday, October 29, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

DRAMA KINGS AND QUEENS...The Edison Intermediate School’s Theater
Guild will present its seventh fall production, Abbott and Costello Meet Franken-
stein, from today through Sunday. Show dates are: Thursday, October 29, at 4
p.m., Friday, October 30, at 7:30 p.m. and a special matinee performance on
Saturday, October 31, at 2:30 p.m. Preparing, pictured, at top, from left to right,
are: Rebecca Trickey (Talbot), Sam Gruskin (Sandra), Jack Venezia (Dracula),
Nick Gabuzda (Frankenstein’s Monster) and Will Connors (The Wolfman); at
bottom, are: Frasier Weist (Chick) and Connor Wynne (Wilbur).

EIS Presents Seventh
Fall Production

WESTFIELD – The Edison Inter-
mediate School Theater Guild will
present its seventh fall production,
Abbott and Costello Meet Franken-
stein.

The production stars Rebecca Trickey
(Talbot), Sam Gruskin (Sandra), Jack
Venezia (Dracula), Nick Gabuzda
(Frankenstein’s Monster), Will Connors
(The Wolfman),  Frasier Weist (Chick)
and Connor Wynne (Wilbur).

Show dates are Thursday, October
29, at 4 p.m. – which includes a special
admission price of $3 a ticket – Friday,
October 30, at 7:30 p.m. and a special
matinee performance on Saturday, Oc-
tober 31, at 2:30 p.m. At Saturday’s
performance, free candy will be deliv-
ered to everyone who comes in cos-
tume. Tickets are $8 at the door on
Friday and Saturday, but they are $5 if
bought in advance.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance by the general public in the Edison
lobby after school.Jose Obando presents the artistic, social and economic contributions that 

the Puerto Ricans and Nuyoricans (that’s New York and Puerto Rican com-
bined) have made to Salsa. Hear music from Cuba, the Dominican Republic 
and Puerto Rico. Try playing maracas, the clave and guiro. Learn Salsa and 
Meringue steps. Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org and click on Calendar.   

The Westfield Memorial Library          
550 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090 
www.wmlnj.org 
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Jose Obando

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Tombstone Epitaph
“A Business That Didn’t Advertise
Because They Couldn’t Afford It”

Take The Fear Out of Being

Close to Your Customers

The Westfield Leader
sales@goleader.com - 908.232.4407

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14th, 9:30 AM — 2:00 PM

See why parents tell us, “ There’s no place like Sundance.”

Call for a tour or visit our website to learn more about our renowned  
approach to early childhood education.

Built a volcano Performed in a show Wrote a book

Today at Sundance School, I ...

401 Greenbrook Rd., North Plainfield, NJ 07063  

908-561-5055 ´ www.thesundanceschool.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

“Dr. Arfanis is the most amazing 
doctor that uses state of the art technology...

He has worked tirelessly, even on his off 
hours, to fix problems with my mouth and 

relieve pain.”

“The power of preventative 

dental care cannot be stressed 

enough. Routine examinations 

and cleanings are critical to the 

health of your teeth and gums.” 
Dr. Paul Arfanis

Office:
228 St. Paul St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-0074
www.paularfanisdds.com

Special pricing for new patients
$95 Exam, X-Ray & Cleaning

First time patients only. Coupon must be present at time of appointment. 
Please print this page and bring with you to your first appointment. 

Limited time offer.

SUCCESS MULTIPLIES…A $5,000 National Education Association (NEA)
Learning and Leadership Grant is helping Cranford students improve math-
performance skills. From left to right are Stephen Izzo, Cranford’s manager of
grants and special programs; Lori Moonan, professional development coordina-
tor; and Carmela Colosimo, assistant principal, Orange Avenue School and
former math coach. See article at right.

Cranford Teachers Count on a $5,000
NEA Grant to Improve Math Education

FRUITFUL PROJECT...On Septem-
ber 25, students in Jennifer Geissler’s
kindergarten class at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison explained
their “Family Tree” projects to their
classmates. Many of the elaborate de-
signs included large glittered pieces of
fruit and flowers, stickers and three-
dimensional objects with the names of
each family member and pets. Pictured
above, Alyssa Monte, the daughter of
Mariano Battaglia and Kelly Monte of
Scotch Plains, shows her tree.

By STEPHEN F. IZZO
Manager of Grants and Special Programs, Cranford

That U.S. students lag many of their
overseas peers in math performance is
commonly known. Less understood is
what we can do to change it. A $5,000
National Education Association
(NEA) Learning and Leadership Grant
is helping the Cranford Public School
District answer that very question.

The grant program, aptly named
“Teaching Math in the 21st Century,”
grew out of an action-research study
undertaken by the district’s Profes-
sional Development School (PDS)
Governance Committee, comprised of
teachers, parents, students, Seton Hall
professors and school board mem-
bers.

One major conclusion: consciously
planning for math’s intra- and inter-
disciplinary connections helps students
better apply what they’ve learned in
the classroom outside of it, as well as
on high-stakes exams.

To achieve these goals, Cranford
Public Schools’ novice elementary-
school teachers will participate in an

after-school collegial group study in
which they’ll analyze grade 3 to 5
student math work, learn how to ad-
dress common math misconceptions
and digest content on a deeper level.

In addition, they will be observed in
the classroom by members of the com-
mittee and their study-group peers to
refine math lessons and teaching tech-
niques.

The grant was co-authored by Lori
Moonan, Cranford Public Schools’
professional development coordina-
tor; Carmela Colosimo, former math
coach for the district and now assistant
principal of Orange Avenue School;
and me, the district’s manager of grants
and special programs.

Seton Hall’s PDS coordinator, Dr.
Lourdes Mitchell, and several of the
university’s math professors will also
play a key role in the facilitation of the
grant program.

“The better teachers understand
math content and its intra- and inter-
disciplinary connections, the better
they can help students understand, re-
tain and apply concepts,” said Ms.
Moonan.

Ms. Colosimo added, “Through Stu-
dent Achievement and Learning and
Leadership Grants, the NEA is having
a direct and positive impact on the
ability of our students to compete glo-
bally. We can’t thank the NEA enough
for this award.”

Those with questions on the grant
program may direct them to Ms.
Moonan at (908) 709-6229 and
moonanlo@cranfordschools.org.

McGinn Participates
In Walk to School Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – On October
7, McGinn Elementary School, lo-
cated in Scotch Plains, participated in
International “Walk to School Day.”

Students and their parents were
encouraged to join McGinn Principal
Susan Kukucka, Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool and staff members in
walking from either of two “rally
points” to the school’s main entrance.

The annual event is organized by the
McGinn PTA and kicked off the school
day with nearly 200 walkers participat-
ing. Many students created signs and
banners to boost the spirit of the event.

McGinn Elementary School par-
ticipates in this annual program to
promote physical activity, safe-walk-

ing skills and awareness of how
“walkable” the community is, as well
as concern for the environment.

By walking, the McGinn families
reduced traffic congestion and speed
near the school, as well as enjoyed the
opportunity to walk and talk with
McGinn teachers and fellow students.

“I love being able to get out and
walk to school; it’s just a great way to
start the day,” said PTA Board Mem-
ber Wendi Deitch.

“Walk to School Day is a great
community-building event for
McGinn families. The walk demon-
strates important values to our chil-
dren in a safe and fun way,” said Ellen
Zimmerman, McGinn PTA president.

Wardlaw Slates
Admission Open House

EDISON – On Saturday, Novem-
ber 7, at 9:30 a.m., The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, located at 1295
Inman Avenue in Edison, will host an
Admission Information Session for
prospective students in grades Pre-
Kindergarten through 12.

Charlotte Vigeant, director of ad-
mission and financial aid, said, “Fami-
lies will meet with teachers, tour our
facility with student ambassadors and
admission representatives, and hear
from our headmaster, Andrew
Webster.”

Gerard Gonnella, associate direc-
tor of admission and a 1989 graduate
of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
will join Mrs. Vigeant in guiding pro-
spective families and students through
the admission process with great care,
consistent support, and with the best
interest of the child in mind.

For more information or to attend,
call (908) 754-1882, extension 155, or
e-mail blambertsen@whschool.org.

WF BOE Launches
Community Survey

WESTFIELD – An online commu-
nity survey developed by the Westfield
Board of Education will be made avail-
able to a random number of Westfield
Public School parents and residents of
the town the last week in October.

“As we look ahead toward developing
a new strategic plan for the district, the
community survey will provide the board
with input from the general public as
well as the viewpoints of our parents,”
said Board President Ginny Leiz.

“As in the past, the results of the
survey will help us in establishing pri-
orities for the future of education in
Westfield,” added Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan.

The last community survey for the
Westfield Public Schools was distrib-
uted in 2003. As a result of newer, more
efficient technology, this year, the dis-
trict will make use of a more cost-
effective online survey method.

According to Board of Education
Long Range Planning Chair Ann Cary,
“We really urge the parents and resi-
dents who are randomly selected to
take the time to help us plan for the
future by completing the survey. It will
only take 10 minutes of your time, and
it will help us plan for the next five
years. All responses will remain strictly

confidential, and the results of the sur-
vey will be tabulated by a professional
survey firm.”

The board will publish a summary of
the survey results through its newslet-
ter, Emphasis, which will be mailed to
every household in Westfield. In Janu-
ary, the board, together with a Strategic
Planning Council comprised of a cross-
section of the community and schools,
will begin reviewing and updating the
district’s strategic plan with attention to
the responses received on the commu-
nity survey.

‘Stir It Up’ Reveals
Dangers of Drugs

WESTFIELD – All parents in
Westfield, as well as intermediate and
high school students, are invited to
attend “Stir It Up,” a drug- and alco-
hol-awareness program, which will
take place Wednesday evening, No-
vember 11, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The event will be held at Westfield
High School, located at 550 Dorian
Road. The date of the event has been
changed from October 27 to accom-
modate one of the keynote speakers.

The multi-faceted program will in-
clude first-hand accounts from law
enforcement, counseling and reha-
bilitation professionals and from
young people, including those who
are now in rehabilitation.

Parents of children of all ages are
encouraged to attend to learn more
about drug and alcohol prevention
and the consequences of bad choices.
The program is also appropriate for
students in grades 6 to 12.

The event is sponsored by the Red
Ribbon Committee of PANDA, the
Municipal Alliance, and it is sup-
ported by the Westfield Parent Teacher
Council.


