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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Amblosis – Abortion or miscarriage
2. Tribadism – Lesbianism
3. Deduit – Delight; sport
4. Trepha – Food that is not kosher

INTIMA
1. The innermost layer of the wall of an

artery
2. Refined; reserved
3. A nerve cell connected with other

nerve cells
4. A private place where conversation

is permitted
SBIRRO

1. In India, a disciple or novice
2. A member of the police force in Italy
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PRINK
1. To wrinkle, crinkle
2. Pure; fresh
3. To dress for show
4. To please

SONSY
1. Having wits; sense; understanding
2. Gaudy and superficial
3. Concise; brief; to the point
4. Lucky, pleasing

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past

Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween
Although not sanctioned by any government cal-

endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday — colorful
and festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the darkside – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches? It in-
spires us to party, to mask what we are and to honor
the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based on
what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago who
created this practice, before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science we

say – those mired in fright and superstition and
darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year? Things
we seldom listen for today – are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars according
to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by
cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken from
the heavens. Astronomy provided the accepted wis-
dom of their time. We may scoff today and challenge
these superstitions. But, is it buried in the DNA of
our souls? How can one tell in looking at the moon
tonight or tomorrow night? Was that a bat or witch
flickering by? Is there more to the wind? Does it
carry the moans of our forefather’s spirits?

For those that mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery
and your opinions may change. For others we say,
play it safe, don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put
on your masks, don costumes, light jack-o-lanterns
and party. Happy Halloween!

It’s the Engineer Who Blows
The Whistle, Not the Conductor

I enjoyed reading October 8 edition of
the [Westfield Leader] newspaper dis-
cussing the completion of the 24-hour
quiet zone [Rahway Avenue grade cross-
ing]. As a train buff, I must point out that
the engineer blows the whistle, not the
conductor (for freight trains). Neverthe-
less, it sounds like an important project.

For safety the special grade crossing
improvements are important, and the

people must not go around the gates for it
to work — and for nobody to get hurt. The
railroad is doing their part.

Another note, on commuter trains such
as the Raritan Valley Line, the conductor
is in charge, not the engineer (it’s on his
watch).

Jeff Latawiec
Cranford

Westfield BOE Asks Community
To Complete Strategic Plan Survey

Our Country Is Being Run by People
Who Have No Sense of U.S. History

David and Marilyn Hart Write:
‘Mountainside Has Lost A Treasure’

The Westfield Board of Education is
once again reaching out to the community
to hear its views. We are currently work-
ing on our 2010-2015 Strategic Plan and,
as part of the process, we are conducting
a random survey of parents in our school
district and residents without school age
children. Approximately 1,000 individu-
als will receive our survey. We are en-
couraging those who receive it to take 10
minutes and fill it out. We want to know
your opinion on class size, electives at the
high school, foreign language at the el-
ementary school, fine arts, athletics and
more. Your opinion is important to us and

helps us understand Westfield’s commu-
nity values.

If you have been selected, you should
have already received the survey or a
letter telling you how to access it. Please
take the time to fill it out. The deadline is
November 10. We will report back to the
community on the results of the survey,
and the next five-year strategic planning
for the district will be better informed as
a result of your opinions.

Ann Cary, Chair
Long Range Planning Committee

Westfield BOE

As a parent of three children, a citizen
of this country and state, a taxpayer and a
voter, I have recently become very con-
cerned with the direction things are going
in this country. It seems almost as if the
federal and state governments are run by
people who have absolutely no sense of
history, no idea of the principles on which
this country was founded, no apprecia-
tion that they are public servants who
work for us and seem to think they are a
privileged class of aristocrats unto them-
selves.

This country was founded on the basis
that our states are independent sovereign
entities. Sovereign is a word that we do
not hear much these days, but it is an
important word. It means self governing
and independent. In 1787, the states agreed
in the Constitution to give some, but not
all, of their power to the federal govern-
ment. The powers they gave to the federal
government were limited and specific.
Those were the only powers the states
gave up because the founders of this coun-
try specifically did not want a central
government, far away from the people,
having all the power. That’s what En-
gland was to them in those days, and
that’s why we revolted against King
George III. Our founders thought it best
that since the government derives its right
to govern from the people themselves (a
radical thought in a time of kings), power
ought be kept as close to the people as
possible.

Our Congressman represents about
400,000 people and our two senators rep-
resent all the people in the state. It is
impossible for them, in a national legisla-
ture with 532 other representatives and
senators, to craft laws and rules that are
designed for New Jersey. That’s why the
founders set up a “federal” government
(not a national government) which had
limited powers and kept all the other
power at the state level – closer to home
and easier for us to make our concerns
known, whether through letters or, ulti-
mately, the voting booth.

These days we have a federal govern-
ment filled with senators, congressmen,
and even a president who seem to have no

conception at all of the way things were
designed to work under our Constitution
and the Declaration of Independence.
They’re busy every day passing laws and
making rules that go far beyond the power
given to them in the Constitution. As for
our state politicians, they fall all over
themselves begging for help and money
with strings attached from Washington.
Trenton happily gives up more power to
Washington and becomes more depen-
dent on the federal government with each
passing year.

Meanwhile, politicians are interested
only in getting re-elected and expanding
their power. It must feel good to have
lobbyists taking you to lunch to ask for
favors. So they spend and spend to reward
their PAC and union buddies and interest
groups and then tax and borrow like there
is no tomorrow to pay for their spending.
But there is a tomorrow and we and our
kids will have to pay back all of the
trillions of dollars they are borrowing. In
fiscal year 2009 the federal government
collected about $2.1 trillion – but that
wasn’t enough – it spent $1.4 trillion
more than that. The federal government
alone now owes $12 trillion and has an
additional $55 trillion in unfunded liabili-
ties. How will all of that ever get paid off
without a massive devaluation of our cur-
rency leading to inflation (what the Chi-
nese are worried about) and/or a crushing
level of tax on us and our kids? Whatever
happens, we lose.

Am I the only one who thinks things
have gone off the rails? The political
parties are interested in perpetuating their
power and in ideological agendas, not in
getting things right for us. They are part of
the problem (just as George Washington
warned us in his farewell address). We
and our kids are the ones who are going to
be left holding the bag. Would anyone be
interested in getting together to discuss
these issues and whether there is anything
that can be done by sane, law abiding
people who think things are headed in the
wrong direction? If you are, please feel
free to e-mail me at publius214@aol.com.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

Mountainside has lost a treasure. Our
Mayor Bob Viglianti died last week, after
serving our town for 30 years as either
mayor or council member. We had the
honor of serving on the borough council
for a total of 18 years during his terms of
office. Over the years, we watched with
admiration as he conducted many meet-
ings in a friendly, casual and knowledge-
able way. Always aware of the interests of
local taxpayers, Mayor Bob displayed a
genuinely patient and interested attitude
toward all members of the audience who

had criticisms or suggestions. His leader-
ship has made Mountainside a most at-
tractive town in which to live. (The mayor
and council of Mountainside have never
requested or received a salary.)

The outpouring of love and support for
his family has been very evident during
the past week. We would like to thank
Linda, his wife, and their children for
sharing Bob with the Borough of
Mountainside for so many years.

David and Marilyn Hart
Former MS Councilpersons

The Children Have a Good Time,
And We Laugh a Lot

In the spring, we receive visits from Cub Scouts,
Brownies and Girl Scouts to our newspaper office.
There are Webelos, Tigers and Wolves from many
dens. It’s energizing for us to hear fresh thoughts and
suggestions from unfettered minds, questions that
we adults seem to have forgotten or overlooked as
time passes by. We also have a good time and laugh
a lot.

Why do we have the police blotter and when
someone dies, why do we put it in the newspaper?
Shouldn’t the newspaper be in color and why is there
no sound attached to it? Why do we write about old
men playing softball? The young boys giggle when
they see the wedding page.

The children learn about the concept of “above the
fold,” where news is clearly separated from adver-
tisements – both of which are unmistakably impor-
tant and interesting to the readers, but in no way
should they be arranged to confuse or deceive the
readers. We also explain the critical importance of
keeping commentary and opinion separate from
news reports. They learn about the cherished free-
doms we have, including expressing one’s opinion
without fear of government reprisal. I think they get
it.

Most first-graders already know about the 5-Ws –
Who, what when, where and why – and they are
employing these in their writing at school. They
remind their parents of this, and articles we now

receive of sports and community affairs are becom-
ing quite sophisticated.

The first-graders don’t know about the honor roll
yet, because that starts in the intermediate grades.
But our explanation that it’s “better to be in the honor
roll than in the police blotter” is plainly understood
with a chuckle from the kids, though perhaps a
grimace from the parents when we say it.

Gathered around the computer, the children howl
with laughter as we face paint their photographs.
Then we download the newspaper from the Internet
on the week they were born to see what was going on
then.

One of my favorites is inviting the kids to throw the
newspaper down the hall. They jump at the opportu-
nity. With mighty throws though, the pages merely
flair into a jumbled heap just a few feet away. Then,
we show them how to roll the newspaper into a
tucked fold. Arranged in this way, the kids are able
to bounce their throws off the door at the other end
of the hallway. No harm done and a lot of fun.

Some of these first-graders are now eight-graders
and on the honor roll. They have a sound foundation
of integrity. From the eyes of these children, we see
that reading and writing are not dead – and they
understand it can be interesting and fun.

So we invite you to join in the fun as we report on
the happenings in our community. Reading is good
for you.

State Workers Have
Contributed to Pensions

In The Leader’s interview with As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz, published
October 15, she is quoted as saying, “pub-
lic employees should pay more into their
pensions and healthcare costs the way the
private sector does to reduce costs.” As a
full-time state employee, I must hasten to
assure her and your readers that we do
contribute to our pensions and have done
so, substantially, every pay period, for
decades.

Our current contribution rate, for those
of us who are in the modestly-paid tier 1,
is 5.5 percent of gross. Right now the
effective rate is much higher, as we are
paying the same dollar amount on smaller
paychecks due to the furlough/pay cut.
The employees have never missed a con-
tribution. It is the state, our employer, that
has welshed on contributions time after
time, since the Whitman Administration.
During the first few years of the Corzine
Administration, an attempt was made to
try to catch up somewhat on back contri-
butions. State employees also now con-
tribute to the price of their health care
coverage as a percentage based on in-
come.

For years, as a group, we accepted
lower pay scales and lower increases in
order to receive paid health coverage
that would mean employees and their
families would not be bankrupt if serious
illness struck. The coverage we receive
is middle-of-the-road as far as employer
plans go. It is expensive because New
Jersey is an expensive place to get health
care.

Edith Konopka
Westfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Putting Public’s Neck
Through $400 Mil. Noose

In this coming election, we are asked to
increase our debt by approving a $400
million bond for “Green Acres, Water
Supply, Floodplain, Farmland and His-
toric Preservation.” The title sounds great,
however one has to keep in mind that not
all the money will go towards open space.
A lot of the money will go towards build-
ings, parking lots, ball fields covered with
artificial grass and so forth. Also one can
not forget that this is New Jersey and
public funding has a habit of winding up
in the pockets of special interest groups.

This added borrowing is asked while
we have an $8-billion deficit for next year
and multi-billion dollar under-funding of
the state employees pension fund. Where
will the money come from? The candi-
dates for governor mention increased
taxes, cutbacks, hopefully additional rev-
enue and the like. The last thing a sane
person would want to do is increase his/
her tax burden under these conditions.

We have seen what happened last time
when $450 million bonding for Stem Cell
Research funding went up for a public
vote — It was turned down. This set the
stage for Governor Corzine to support no
additional bonding without voter ap-
proval, except for the $4 billion for the
new and, hopefully, improved School
Construction Corporation. The Governor
knew that the public understands our dire
financial situation and very possibly
would turn it down. He could not afford
this rejection since it would not have
delighted his major supporter, the NJEA.
That being the case, we did not get a
chance to vote, only write the check.

Now they are asking us to put our necks
in a $400-million noose. My fellow tax-
payers, we are broke and should have
declared bankruptcy. At all cost, we can-
not approve this additional bonding; we
simply cannot afford to pay the interest at
this point in time.

Neither the Democrats nor the Repub-
licans have come out against this borrow-
ing. Our politicians don’t appear to grasp
the seriousness of our financial mess; it is
up to us to vote “no” as we did earlier. We
have lost our jobs, 401K’s, medical cov-
erage, investments, house value and the
like.

How many of them can say the same?
Many are very wealthy, they have medi-
cal and retirement plans that we pay for.
That being the case, it is easy to say the
words, but we doubt they can really ap-
preciate our situation. We must not ap-
prove this bonding.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

See letters to voters B12-B13

To Correct Government Corruption,
Why Not Take Part In Call to Service?

Election Day is around the corner and
we hear the same old campaign rhetoric,
candidates talking about how they are the
answer for enduring honesty and integ-
rity in government and for doing away
with government waste.

While voting is important, we must
recognize that our civic duty extends be-
yond the ballot box. There are already
several powerful opportunities for citi-
zens to make the positive difference in
their community to guarantee open and
honest government. Which is why the
Citizens’ Campaign [CC] is making a
“Jersey Call to Service,” a public service
initiative to inspire citizens to participate
in the leadership of their communities
and reverse the tide of government waste

and corruption.
If you are willing to dedicate a few

hours a week to solving the problems of
our state and building new leadership,
please consider joining me in the Jersey
Call to Service. The Citizens’ Campaign
offers free training online at
jointhecampaign.com. Our courses cover
how to get appointed to a board or com-
mission, how to take a leadership position
in the political parties, and how to effec-
tively construct and present public policy
proposals to government bodies.

The best way to correct New Jersey’s
culture of corruption and waste is to re-
place it with a culture of service.

David Golush
CC County Chair, Westfield

We Love It Here and
Want to Stay Here

Union County is a special place for me
and my family.  It’s a place we called
home for many years.  After we were
married, my wife, Mary Pat, and I moved
to a small apartment above a liquor store
in Summit.  We later moved to Westfield,
and eventually to our first home in
Cranford.  I practiced law at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth.  Union
County will always hold a special place in
our family’s heart.

The state we love is at a crossroads. 
Next week, New Jerseyans will go to the
polls to cast their ballots in a gubernato-
rial election that will determine our state’s
priorities and future.  Unlike my oppo-
nents, I have put forth a plan to cut the
wasteful spending that is causing our
state’s taxes and debt to run out of con-
trol.  From property taxes to income taxes,
New Jerseyans can no long afford the tax
and spend policies of the last four years –
we need discipline, accountability and a
strong leader in Trenton.

Sometimes it’s difficult to discern the

differences between candidates.  Not in
this race.  I am the only candidate running
for governor who has pledged to lower
your taxes.  New Jersey is the most tax-
burdened state in the nation.  We know it
because we can feel it.  For the hard-
working families of our state, it is an
absolute necessity to lower our tax bur-
den, and I will do it.

Like you, I’ve chosen to make New
Jersey my family’s home.  We love it
here, and want to stay here.  I am prepared
and committed to making the difficult
decisions necessary to ensure that our
future is brighter and stronger than the
past four years.

When you go to the polls next week, I
humbly ask that you cast your vote for me
and the needed change I will bring to our
state.  With your help, we will build a
better and more hopeful future for New
Jersey.

Chris Christie
Candidate for Governor


