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Let’s get our priorities right for our community today – and the future...  

Control our tax burden – no more million $ loans & deferrals 

Keep our neighborhoods safe and our police response rapid 

Maintain the high quality of our schools & public services

Want Change?   Vote Republican on November 3 
Paid for by the Fanwood Republican Campaign Committee, Joel Stroz, Treasurer, 22 Helen Street, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

Nicole, Bob and Mike are typical Fanwood residents.  They work full time jobs, manage households with working spouses and are involved
in their children’s education and local activities. They want a future here in Fanwood, and will work to make that possible for all of us. 

Nicole Cole        Bob Manduca          Mike Szuch 
         Herbert Avenue    Arlene Court                   Westfield Avenue

Freeholder                    Council                                 Council

Election Campaign 2009

2000, saying that it had “looked good
for the voters,” but that the move
“wasn’t good for Scotch Plains.” He
said “politicians made decisions
based on what was popular with the
voters.”

Mrs. Mullen, who is making her
second run for the council, criticized
what she said was “overspending” by
recent councils, and said if the govern-
ing body had been “more responsible”
in recent years from a spending stand-
point, “we could’ve avoided this.”

Both candidates agreed that in bud-
get discussions in coming years,
“nothing is off the table, nothing is
sacrosanct,” as Mr. Bratti put it.

During a discussion of shared ser-
vices, specifically with Fanwood,
Mrs. Mullen said she did not favor an
outright merger of the two towns.
“Both should maintain their two iden-
tities,” she said, but added that, “ev-
erything [in terms of sharing of ser-
vices] should be looked at.” The two
towns are nearing the end of a year-
long study of which services and pro-
grams can be shared, and Mr. Bratti
said he could not rule out the possibil-
ity of an outright merger “until I see
the final report” of the study commit-
tee. “If it’s fiscally responsible to
merge the two towns while preserv-
ing the two towns’ character,” he said,
“I don’t think anything is off the table.”

The two candidates disagreed on
whether it was a good idea last year to
create a special improvement district
(SID) to serve as a vehicle to revital-
ize the commercial business district.
Mr. Bratti said the SID, now called
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.,
“is a good start” to boosting the down-
town, and called the $400 annual as-
sessment paid by property owners to
finance the SID’s operations “a small
price to pay.” Mrs. Mullen called the
assessment a “$400 tax” on busi-
nesses, and said there were other ways
besides a SID to revitalize the com-
mercial business areas, pointing to
Fanwood as an example.

Addressing recreation issues, the
candidates disagreed on whether the
three-year-old mini-golf course at
Scotch Hills Country Club has been
worth the investment. Mrs. Mullen
called the $500,000 cost “an expense
the town didn’t need,” and said the
facility is not generating a profit. Mr.
Bratti recounted some of the reasons
why the council had moved forward
with the project and said that, while
the bond to finance its construction is

still being paid off, he thinks it can
eventually generate some profit.

On the issue of charging sports
leagues a fee to use township-owned
athletic fields, Mrs. Mullen said she
would not favor doing so for in-town
organizations and would need to look
further into whether to charge out-of-
town leagues. Mr. Bratti said he would
not be in favor of the idea.

Neither candidate favored having
the township undertake a formal re-
assessment of all properties in Scotch
Plains, something it has not done
since the mid-1980s. Both said the
estimated million-dollar cost was
something the municipal government
could not afford at present. And both
Mr. Bratti and Mrs. Mullen said that
if they were elected next week to
serve out the remaining one year of
the term, they would run for re-elec-
tion to a four-year term in 2010.
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Scotch Plains Candidates
Discuss the Issues

NJ Transit Adds Train
Stops at Garwood Station

LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio announced at
Tuesday night’s council meeting that
NJ Transit is adding more stops at the
Garwood train station beginning Sun-
day, November 8.

The additional train stops include:
Going to Newark at 6:29 a.m. and
1:26 p.m. on weekdays plus returning
to Garwood at 10:25 a.m. and 4:33
p.m. There will also be two outbound
stops on the weekends at 8:51 and
10:51 a.m. and three inbound trains at
5:58 p.m., 7:58 p.m. and 1:27 a.m.
There are currently no weekend stops
at the Garwood station.

NJ Transit and the Borough of
Garwood are adding the stops in con-
junction with a development study.
“It’s only a start, but it’s an excellent
start,” Councilwoman Villaggio said.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Steve Greet as its representa-
tive to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) to replace Charles
Lombardo, who resigned due to health
reasons.

Resident Bruce Paterson said he
was, “a little beside myself” over the
appointment. Mr. Paterson stated that
he had asked at the beginning of the
year to be the Garwood representa-
tive, given his construction and engi-
neering background. He said that he
is an independent and that there would
be no “politics at all.” He added that
“Steve’s okay, but somehow I just
don’t feel right about it.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said that
Mr. Greet, who also serves on the
borough planning board, is “enthusi-
astic and ready to start.”

Council President Keith Sluka com-
plied with Mr. Paterson’s request and
moved the appointment off the con-
sent agenda for a separate roll call
vote. Mr. Greet was appointed unani-
mously.

The council also passed three reso-
lutions on first reading. The first reso-
lution authorizes the sale of an odd-
sized piece of land on Spruce Av-
enue, the second amends an ordi-
nance requiring chain link fences at
construction sites, and the third sets
forth the duties and responsibilities
for the zoning official and the zoning
enforcement officer.

Police Chief William Legg was re-
cently appointed as the zoning en-
forcement officer and resident Victor
Vinegra was appointed as the zoning
official, following the resignation of
Ed Dec.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY TO ROLL...Merry Wisler of the League of Women Voters gives last-
minute instructions to Fred Rossi, center, of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and Scotch Plains Council candidates Theresa Mullen, left on dais, and Dominick
Bratti, right, prior to last Thursday’s candidates’ forum at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.

Preschool Students Host Butterfly Parade
SCOTCH PLAINS – The children

in Bernadette Hoyer’s and Margaret
Mindnich’s 4-
year-old pre-
school classes at
Brunner Elemen-
tary School in
Scotch Plains re-
cently held a but-
terfly parade and
Monarch migra-
tion celebration.

The event was
the culminating
activity for a
learning adven-
ture that began in
September, when the children were
introduced to dozens of Monarch but-
terfly caterpillars in their classrooms.

The preschool students were able to
experience each stage of metamor-

phosis as it hap-
pened.

Through books
and songs, they also
learned about the
Monarch migration
to Mexico. During
the parade, the chil-
dren sang the
“Metamorphosis
Song” and shared
what they had
learned about Mon-
arch butterflies with
the Brunner School

community and family members who
attended the parade.

READY TO TAKE FLIGHT…
Brunner student Louie Cerchio is ready
for the parade to begin.

THANK YOU, SPFD...Shackamaxon’s President Ron Silbergeld presents a
check to Scotch Plains Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis and Rescue Squad President Dan
Sullivan for Scotch Plains Appreciation Day on October 20. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Chief Ellis, Mr. Sullivan, Mayor Nancy Malool and Mr. Silbergeld.

THANK YOU, SP POLICE...Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club President of the
Board of Trustees, Ron Silbergeld, presents a check to the Scotch Plains PBA along
with Mayor Nancy Malool for Scotch Plains Appreciation Day on October 20.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Police Captain Steven Freedman, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, Police Sergeant Ernesto Hernandez, Mayor Malool and Mr. Silbergeld.

Sheriff Officer’s Death
Is Ruled A Suicide

FANWOOD — The Union County
Medical Examiner has ruled the death
on Friday of a county sheriff’s officer as
a suicide. Officer Mark Muscatello, 54,
was found inside of his Fanwood home
on Friday morning by members of his
department, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
said. The officers responded after Mr.
Muscatello failed to report  for duty that
morning. The medical examiner ruled
that Mr. Muscatello died from a single
self-inflicted gunshot wound.

“Mark was a good man, a dedicated
officer whose love of music was inspir-
ing,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “During his
20-year career, Mark was always the
first one to lend help to fellow officers.
He would volunteer with veterans’
groups. He will be forever missed by
this department.”

The investigation was handled by the
county prosecutor’s and sheriff’s of-
fices and  the State Police.

PTR Filing Deadline
Extended to Monday
SCOTCH PLAINS – All senior citi-

zens and persons on Social Security
Disability are advised that the Prop-
erty Tax Rebate (PTR-1 and 2) “tax
freeze” filing date has been extended
to Monday, November 2. Also, the
income qualifications have been in-
creased for 2007 to $60,000 and 2008
to $70,000. For filing forms and in-
formation, call Ed Evans at the Scotch
Plains Public Library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 208.
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