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Election Campaign 2009

Festive Halloween Activities
Get Underway Tomorrow

AREA – An array of holiday fes-
tivities in multiple local communities
will provide a variety of chills and
thrills for all ages this week in cel-
ebration of Halloween.

The Garwood Lions Club will host
the borough’s annual Halloween Pa-
rade tomorrow, Friday, October 30,
beginning promptly at
7 p.m. After assembling
at Willow Avenue and
Center Street, marchers
will proceed to Lincoln
School on Second Av-
enue. Costume judging
will take place in the
school’s gymnasium.
Borough children of all
ages are welcome to
participate, accompa-
nied by an adult.

Also tomorrow, the
Mountainside Rescue
Squad and the
Mountainside Drug Al-
liance will host a
“Ghostly Gathering” starting at 6:30
p.m. The event will take place at
squad headquarters, located at Route
22, East, and New Providence Road
in Mountainside.

Free cider and doughnuts, apple
dunking, Halloween treats, a scary
movie and storytelling will be in-
cluded. Participants also will be able
to walk a “ghostly trail” and visit “Dr.
Gruesome’s laboratory.” Attendees
are invited to come in costume, and
prizes will be awarded. All are wel-
come. For more information, call
(908) 233-6338.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
will sponsor the Haunted House on
Saturday, Halloween, October 31,
from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Pool Complex. Admission
for each trip through the house is $4.
The Westfield Recreation Department
will co-sponsor this event.

Entertainment, food, hayrides,
clowns and magicians also will be
featured starting at 3:30 p.m. It is
recommended that children under age
10 visit the haunted house between 4
and 6 p.m. Young children should be
accompanied by an adult.

Additionally on Saturday, the an-
nual Fanwood-Scotch Plains Hallow-
een Parade and Costume Contest will
take place, presented by the Fanwood
Recreation Commission and the
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission.

The festivities will kick off at 5:30

p.m. in the parking lot of the Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North
and Forest Avenues, with “Trunk or
Treat.” Various surprise treats will be
available for trick-or-treaters. Chil-
dren and adults who want to join the
parade are invited to assemble in front
of the library at 6 p.m.

The parade will de-
part for LaGrande Park
at 6:15 p.m. and con-
clude at the park’s ath-
letic field. There, the
costume contest will
begin at approximately
6:30 p.m. for children
of all ages. LaGrande
Park is located at the
corner of LaGrande
Avenue and Second
Street in Fanwood.

Additionally, anyone
who wants to enter a
pumpkin in the Jack-o-
Lantern Contest should
bring his or her carved

creation to the park and fill out an
entry form by 6:30 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded for the best costumes and
the best jack-o-lanterns. Free cider,
doughnuts and coffee will be avail-
able.

In keeping with the season, Garrett
Husveth, a paranormal investigator
with the group Haunted New Jersey,
will discuss reportedly haunted sites
in the Garden State during visits to
two local libraries. Mr. Husveth will
highlight his group’s work and present
samples of voices captured on re-
cording media at locations believed
to be haunted.

He will appear tonight, Thursday,
October 29, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street. This program is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. To register,
visit wmlnj.org and click on Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140.

Mr. Husveth’s second local appear-
ance will be Thursday, November 5,
at 7:30 p.m. at the Garwood Public
Library. Registration is required. In-
dividuals may register by calling the
library at (908) 789-1670, signing up
in person at the Circulation Desk or
registering online at the library’s new
interactive calendar,
youseemore.com/garwood. The li-
brary is located at 411 Third Avenue
at the corner of Walnut Street.

SP Candidates Spar Over
Sewer Utility, Revitalization

By Patrick Connor 2003

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE AIR...Scotch Plains candidates for township council speak at the
Candidates Forum last Thursday. The video can be seen on cable access TV34 and
at goleader.com. Pictured, left to right, are: Theresa Mullen (D), Times reporter
Fred Rossi and Councilman Dominick Bratti (R).

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two can-
didates for township council met last
week in a forum in which they dis-
agreed about the need for the new
sewer utility, the best ways to revital-
ize the commercial business district
and the worthwhileness of the
township’s mini-golf facility.

Republican incumbent Dominick
Bratti and Democrat Theresa Mullen
answered questions for about 40 min-
utes in a televised debate sponsored
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and the League of Women Voters.

The first part of the discussion fo-
cused on township finances, and the
two candidates — who are running to
fill the remaining one year of an un-
expired four-year term on the council
— disagreed about the council’s de-
cision in June to separate sewerage
fees from the municipal budget and

create a new utility to bill each town-
ship property for its water usage. Mrs.
Mullen said the move “doubles the
burden” on local businesses that are
already “overburdened” paying the
new $400 annual assessment to fi-
nance the new special improvement
district.

She said instead of creating the
new utility, which was done so the
municipal government could avoid
breaking the state-imposed cap on
property tax increases, she would have
favored trying to reduce municipal
expenses while using more surplus to
keep taxes in check.

Mr. Bratti, who was appointed to
the council in January to fill the seat
left vacant when Mayor Nancy Malool
took over the mayor’s chair, coun-
tered that the sewer utility was neces-
sary in order to complete work on the
budget, adding that the council was
facing the prospect of laying off as
many as 42 township employees if
the $2.5 million in sewer fees were
not taken out of the general munici-
pal budget. He termed it a “fairness
issue” because now “people are pay-
ing for what they use and not subsi-
dizing businesses.”

He said the township’s financial
situation at present is due in part to
what he said were decisions that were
made in past years, “for political rea-
sons versus what’s best for the town-
ship.” He specifically mentioned the
zero property tax increase enacted by
the Republican-controlled council in

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REACHING COUNTY VOTERS...Republican National Chairman Michael Steele
visits the Union County GOP headquarters in Westfield last week to rally the local
party. Pictured, left to right, are: Candidates Art Zapolski for County Surrogate
and Kim Guadagno for New Jersey Lt. Governor along with Mr. Steele.

SP and FW Voters to Decide Gov.,
Council, Assembly Battles Tuesday

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— All 80 seats in the state’s General
Assembly are up for grabs on Tues-
day, with particular interest being fo-
cused locally on District 22, where
Democratic incumbents, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender and Assem-
blyman Jerry Green, are receiving a
stiff challenge from GOP candidates,
former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks and William “Bo” Vastine, also
of Scotch Plains. In District 21, Re-
publicans Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick and Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz, who replaced her late
husband, Eric, are opposed by Demo-
cratic Cranford residents, Springfield
Township Attorney Bruce Bergen and
Union County Assistant Counsel

Norman Albert.
In Scotch Plains, incumbent Re-

publican Councilman Dominick
Bratti faces Democrat Theresa Mullen
for the remaining year on the seat
previously held by Mayor Nancy
Malool. In Fanwood, Democratic in-
cumbents Donna Dolce and David
Valian are being challenged by Re-
publicans Robert Manduca and
Michael Szuch. Democrats hold the
mayor’s office, as well as five of the
six council seats in Fanwood.

Receiving national attention, voters
will decide the hotly contested race for
governor. Democratic Governor Jon
Corzine is challenged by former United
States Attorney Chris Christie, a Re-
publican, and Independent Chris
Daggett, a former New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection

commissioner. Turnout in Union
County for the last Gubernatorial race,
in 2005, was 50 percent, with 134,294
out of 268,810 registered voters cast-
ing ballots, according to the Union
County Clerk’s website.

At the county level, three seats on
the Board of Chosen Freeholders will
be decided. Incumbents Al Mirabella
of Fanwood and Deborah Scanlon of
Union, along with newcomer
Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle, all Demo-
crats, are being challenged by Repub-
licans Anthony Sytko, a Garwood
councilman, and Nicole Cole of
Fanwood, a former aid for the State
Legislature, as well as independents
Hope Thompson and Karen Gielen of
Plainfield, former employees of the
now defunct Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center. Democrats hold a 9-0
majority on the board. Surrogate James
LaCorte of Elizabeth, a Democrat,
faces a challenge from Republican
Arthur Zapolski of Linden.

Other local races of interest in-
clude the Westfield mayoral contest
for the four-year term between in-
cumbent Republican Andy Skibitsky
and former municipal judge Bill
Brennan, a Democrat, as well as three
contested races for seats on the town
council. In the first ward, Republican
Sam Della Fera faces Democrat Janice
Siegel in the race to replace Council-
man Sal Caruana; Republican Vicki
Kimmins is unopposed in the second
ward; incumbent Democrat David
Haas faces GOP challenger Tom
Delaney in the third ward, and in-
cumbent Tom Bigosinski, a Demo-
crat, faces Republican Keith Loughlin
in the fourth ward. The GOP cur-
rently holds a 6-2 edge on the coun-
cil.

In Cranford, incumbent Commit-
teeman David Robinson, a Republi-
can and the current mayor, is being
opposed by Kevin Illing, who lost a
seat on the committee last year by
under 100 votes.

In Garwood, where Democrats have
a 5-1 edge in addition to the mayor’s
seat, incumbent Democrats Kathleen
Villaggio and Keith Sluka will face
Republicans Tim Hak, who ran for a
seat last year  and lost by less than 30
votes, and former board of education
member Jim Matheson. In
Mountainside, Republican incum-
bents Robert Messler and William
Lane are unopposed.

There are competitive council races
in Berkeley Heights, Kenilworth, Lin-
den, Roselle Park, Summit, Spring-
field, Union, and a three-way mayor’s
race in Plainfield and Winfield. There
are no municipal elections in Eliza-
beth, Hillside and Rahway.

One ballot question will ask voters
to vote yes or no to borrowing $400
million for the Green Acres, Water
Supply and Floodplain Protection,
and Farmland and Historic Preserva-
tion Bond Act of 2009.

Candidate biographies and their
letters to the voters appear on pages
B-8 to B-13. Videos of interviews
with candidates are available at
goleader.com/videos along with can-
didate information at goleader.com/
09election. Candidate forums for
Westfield, Fanwood and Scotch Plains
will be aired on local cable access TV
through to Election Day on TV36,
TV35 and TV34, respectively.

Samuel Asks Judge For New
Ruling on Open Meetings Act

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Two weeks
after the dismissal of his lawsuit chal-
lenging the municipal budget and
sewer utility, as well as seeking to
have Mayor Nancy Malool disquali-
fied from holding office, township
Democratic Party Chairman Richard
Samuel has filed a motion for recon-
sideration that the township council
had violated the Open Public Meet-
ings Act in its deliberations of the
municipal budget and establishment
of a sewer utility.

Mr. Samuel’s three-page memoran-
dum in support of his motion was filed
with state Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy in Elizabeth, who on October
9 had dismissed Mr. Samuel’s lawsuit
in its entirety, ruling that the council
had acted properly in its actions on the
budget and the sewer utility ordinance
and finding no violations of the Open
Public Meetings Act. In his motion,
Mr. Samuel said the judge’s dismissal
of his contention that the council “en-
gaged in a pattern and practice” of
conducting its business in secret had

been “at best premature.”
“The principles raised by my law-

suit relate to fundamental questions
regarding how the Scotch Plains gov-
ernment has been operating,” Mr.
Samuel told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “I intend to pursue
these issues as long as it seems rea-
sonable.”

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said the municipal government, in its
cross-motion to be filed this week,
will seek to recover from Mr. Samuel
the costs of the township’s legal fees,
both for the reconsideration and for
the initial lawsuit that was filed in
July. “This is a frivolous motion on
top of a frivolous litigation,” he said.

Mayor Malool called Mr. Samuel’s
motion “more outrageous than the
first lawsuit,” noting that since Judge
Cassidy had already ruled that there
were no violations of the Open Public
Meetings Act, “how could we have a
pattern and practice of violating it? It
just doesn’t make any sense.” She told
The Times, “It is beyond irresponsible
to continue to waste taxpayers’ money
on this meritless, frivolous litigation.”

SP Approves Leaf Storage
Agreement With Westfield

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday authorized
the township’s annual interlocal
agreement with Westfield regarding
the storage of leaves during the two
towns’ fall leaf collection programs.

Scotch Plains’ leaf collection pro-
gram got underway this week and is
expected to run through December,
weather permitting. The agreement
with Westfield, which Councilman
Kevin Glover called an “efficient and
cost-effective” way to remove leaves,
will allow Scotch Plains to deposit
leaves collected on the south side of
town at the Westfield Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road, while
Westfield will deposit leaves it col-
lects on the north side of town at the
public works property on Plainfield
Avenue.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion reminded prop-
erty owners that the new due date for
payment of the sewer utility bill is
Friday, November 20, with the inter-
est-free grace period extended to
Monday, November 30. After that
date, those who have not paid will
incur interest charges dating back to
the original October 1 due date of 8
percent on the first $1,500 that is
owed and 18 percent on any amount
beyond that level.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance appropriating $182,000 from
the state Department of Transporta-
tion Trust Fund to be used for im-
provements to a section of Jerusalem
Road. The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held at the council’s
Tuesday, November 10, meeting.

The council also passed resolu-
tions formally accepting a $52,030
federal Safe Schools Grant that will
be used to purchase and install new
security cameras — both indoors and
outdoors — at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. This will al-
low school officials and law enforce-
ment personnel at police headquar-

ters to better monitor the school
grounds. Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
announced the grant earlier this
month.

During the public comment por-
tion at the end of the 30-minute meet-
ing, resident Carol D’Amato ques-
tioned Mayor Nancy Malool about
what Mrs. D’Amato felt were exces-
sive legal expenses being incurred by
the municipal government in defend-
ing against various lawsuits. Mrs.
D’Amato’s brother, Ray D’Amato, is
in litigation against the township chal-
lenging his dismissal from township
employment in 2008, and her brother-
in-law, Nick DiNizo, is in the midst
of litigation against the township con-

cerning his own employment status
with the public works department.

The mayor backed the township’s
legal department, saying it was nec-
essary to defend the township against
lawsuits filed against it, while Town-
ship Attorney Brian Levine said the
township’s litigation budget has gone
down every year since he became
attorney nearly four years ago.

Mayor Malool announced that the
annual Mayor’s Gala on Friday, De-
cember 4, would honor Thomas
Russo, Mary Ball Cappio and the
Italian-American Club as township
volunteers of the year. The event will
be held at the Shackamaxon Country
Club, with tickets costing $65.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKY DELIGHT...This Fanwood home on North Avenue is all prepared, as it is every year, in the Halloween spirit,
surrounded by spiders, skeletons and ghosts.
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This Special Edition
Publisher’s Note: This annual

special edition of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times is mailed to every
household in Fanwood along with
regular subscribers in Scotch Plains
and elsewhere to encourage in-
formed voting on Election Day –
Tuesday, November 3.

We urge you to stay informed all
year round. Reading is good for
you. Help us do more by subscrib-
ing to the newspaper. See
goleader.com/subscribe.
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