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Cougar Soccer Boys Pounce on Minutemen, 2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hilltoppers Stop Young Cougar Gridders, 49-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Minutemen received a penalty
kick with one minute remaining.
Kevin Hernandez converted but the
final whistle blew soon after, giving
the Cougars a ticket to the UCT final
four on Saturday, October 24, when
they will face fourth-seeded Union at
7 p.m. at A.L. Johnson High School
in Clark. The first game will feature
second-seeded Westfield, who de-
feated Linden 1-0, and third-seed
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, who ad-
vanced after winning in the penalty
kick shootout over Plainfield.

“Our defense came up huge again,”
said Curci. “In 160 minutes of play
against Elizabeth, a very talented
team, we only gave up a pair of pen-
alty kicks, nothing from the field.
They’re a big reason why we’re still
on this amazing 15-0 run.”

Goalie Scott Boyer made several
key saves early, while sweeper Pat
Kaskiw, Eric Walano, Ryan Lopes
and Rob Ghiretti shut the door with
great anticipation and savvy defen-
sive play.

“What more can I say about
Boyer?” Curci asked. “He made a
pair of key saves early before we
tightened up our defense. Ghiretti
and Lopes are unsung heroes on the
outside, they really know how to shut
down opposing wings and did a great
job on Dan Naranjo, one of their best
players. Kaskiw has been superb in
the back, cool under pressure and,
even in bad weather, never misses a
touch. And Walano controls the de-
fensive middle beautifully, tough,
aggressive, makes good decisions.
We’re fortunate to have all of them.”

The Cougars also received stellar
performances from junior midfielders
Ray El-Khoury, who had two assists,
and Connor DeMars (6 goals, 5 as-
sists on the season). Senior Nick Pace
(7 goals, 13 assists on the season)
also played well defensively, con-
taining the speedy Elizabeth
midfielders.

“The great part about this team is
that the pieces of the puzzle fit to-
gether perfectly. Everyone has their

roles and they work together. This
group has grown into a family. They
don’t play for themselves. They play
for each other. I’m proud of every
player on our team and I’m confident
we can keep streak going,” said Coach
Curci.

The Cougars, who have yielded
just six goals (2 via penalty kick) in
15 games, clinched their third con-
secutive Conference championship
with their win over the Johnson Cru-
saders.

Kaskiw curved a ball into the upper
left from 30 yards out at the 17 minute
mark of the first half, DeMars ripped
a volley off a serve from Pace from 20
yards out to make it 2-0 and Alex
Rocha connected with a back-heeled
shot into the corner of the net at the 58
minute mark off a corner from Pace.

Cranford has won 15 games for the
third consecutive season and boast a
record of 45-10-1 during that span.
They are just two wins shy of break-
ing the all-time mark for victories in
a season.

The Hilltoppers’ defense adjusted
well to the Cougars’ running game
and regained possession of the ball
with time running down in the second

quarter. With 25 seconds remaining
in the half, Jaskolski connected with
Rea for a 15-yard touchdown to up
the score 21-7 at the half. Then the

roof caved in for the Cougars as the
Hilltoppers added three touchdowns
in the third quarter. Rea slipped in
from two yards out, then junior run-
ning back/defensive back Sal Liberato
recovered a fumble in the Cougar end
zone. Dabney added a 13-yard touch-
down scamper. In the fourth quarter,
Liberato scored on a six-yard sprint.

Offensively, Papandrea completed
a 21-yard pass to Grier, who fumbled
it. Trotter finished with 67 yards on
seven carries. Grier carried six times
for 46 yards. Junior running back
Tyrone Avent had 22 yards on five
carries. Defensively, junior lineback-
ers JT Vicci made 11 tackles and
Justin Van Ostenbridge had six.
Sophomore linebackers Michael
Klimek made five tackles and An-
thony DeSilva had four. Sophomore
defensive back Chris Witwick made
three tackles and senior linebacker
Will Green also made three.

The Cougars will travel to face
Delaware Valley tomorrow, October
23, at 7 p.m.
Summit   7 14 21   7 49
Cranford   7   0   0   0 7

Special thanks to Philip Engel for
providing statistics.
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Cougar V’ballers Top
Kent Place, 25-11, 25-13

The Cranford High School girls
volleyball team improved to 10-4 with
a 25-11, 25-13, setback to Kent Place
on October 16. Meghan Bartsch was
credited with 13 assists, 10 aces and
five kills. Kaitlyn Irwin had six digs
and five service points with two aces.
Kristen Rupp notched six kills, four
aces and a block. Julie Debella had
three blocks. Alexis Inselberg notched
six kills. Alex Bizub had three service
points, three kills and two digs. Sarah
Barry had four service points with
three aces and four assists.

Cougar V’ballers Nip
Raiders in 3 Games

It was not easy but the Cranford
High School girls volleyball team
edged Scotch Plains-Fanwood in three
games, 19-25, 25-16, 25-15, on Octo-
ber 19 in Scotch Plains. Meghan
Bartsch had 17 assists, seven service
points with four kills, three aces and
three blocks. Kaitlyn Irwin had 14
service points with three aces and
three digs. Katie Knorr had six aces,
two kills and a block, while Kristen
Rupp notched 12 kills, four service
points and two digs. Alex Bizub had
five service points, five kills and three
digs. Sarah Barry had five service
points with three aces four assists.

Cougars Stop Farmers
In Field Hockey, 1-0

The 7-6 Cranford High School field
hockey team shut out the 0-13-1 Union
Farmers, 1-0, on October 19. Maddie
Johnstone scored the winner in over-
time. Cougar goalie Sara Carolan
made two saves and Farmer goal-
keeper Allie Davis made 14 stops.

Dayton Stops Cougars
In Girls Tennis, 4-1

First singles: Carly Sobel (D) d Liz Berry,
6-4, 6-1
Second singles: Marianna Dzunova (C)
d Stacy Roth, 6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Mai Lihn Nguyen (D) d
Kristy Daubert, 7-5, 6-2
First doubles: Leah Cunningham and
Sara Berkowitz (D) d Lori Joseph and
Rachel Halek, 6-1, 6-3
Second doubles: Allison Knapp and
Lauren Schoenberger (D) d Colleen
Jones and Taylor Rattray, 6-3, 6-4
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Senior stopper Taylor D’Antico, right, scored a
goal in a Union County Tournament girls soccer game against Union. Senior Nick
Pace, who has scored seven goals for the undefeated boys soccer team, leads the
county in assists. He also netted two goals against AL Johnson as the Cougars
clinched the conference title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING SUCCESS ON THE OUTSIDE…Cougar running back Sean Trotter, No. 24, made big gains running around the
Hilltopper defense. Trotter gained 67 yards on seven carries.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING VERY STUBBORN ON DEFENSE…Sophomore defender Madison Savulich, No. 25, along with the entire Cougar
defense played a very stingy game against the ALJ Crusaders.

Soccer Cougars Rap
Lady Minutemen, 6-0
Jen Folger, Michelle Gargiulo,

Danielle Jakubik, Victoria Labrutto,
Rebecca Shafer and Emily Lupin each
netted a goal to give the Cranford High
School girls soccer team a 6-0 triumph
over Elizabeth on October 12.


