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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
PAPANDREA SCORES 1-YARD TD, VICCI 11 TACKLES

Undefeated Hilltoppers Stop
Young Cougar Gridders, 49-7

Prepared by DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High hopes of the Cranford Cou-
gar High School football team pull-
ing a huge upset diminished late in
the second quarter and, especially, in
the third quarter as the undefeated
Summit Hilltoppers rolled to a 49-7
victory at Memorial Field in Cranford
on October 16.

Aware that the 6-0 Hilltoppers have
had some difficulties stopping the
running game in previous games, the
1-5 Cougars came into the game with
a varied running attack that, for a
while, appeared to be the correct for-
mula. The Cougars received the open-

ing kickoff and proceeded to gnaw
10:32 off the clock en route to the first
touchdown of the evening.

Junior quarterback Joey Papandrea
mixed his handoffs well on that first
series between running backs Sean
Trotter and Kendall Grier who were
effective rolling to the outside, and
occasionally, he would keep the ball
and slip through the middle for de-
cent yardage. Papandrea, who fin-
ished with 12 carries for 38 yards,
capped off the drive with a one-yard
touchdown plunge. Rob Gaeta split
the uprights to give the Cougars a 7-
0 lead.

Unfortunately for the Cougars, it

took only two plays and 42 seconds
for the Hilltoppers to score when se-
nior running back Matt Rae weaved
his way through the Cougar defend-
ers for a 54-yard touchdown. Alex
Melendez nailed the point after to tie
the score. The Cougars, however,
began to move the ball once again in
the second quarter but a personal foul
stymied their drive and Summit took
over. Hilltopper quarterback Joe
Jaskolski blended running plays with
a few successful completions to march
downfield to the Cougar one where
running back Dwayne Dabney pushed
in for the touchdown.

GARGIULO SINKS ALJ, FOLGER BURIES FARMERS

Lady Soccer Cougars Blank
Crusaders, 1-0, Farmers, 3-0

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite a driving rain, momentum
continued in favor of the Cranford
High School girls soccer team en route
to a 1-0 victory over A. L. Johnson in
Clark on October 15. Senior outside
midfielder Michelle Gargiulo found
the Crusaders’ netting to earn the Cou-
gars their ninth straight victory and
boost their record to 10-1-1.

As they had been doing during that
winning streak, the Cougars leaped
to the attack from the opening whistle
and immediately put the 8-2-2 Cru-
saders on the defensive. Before
Gargiulo scored, the Cougars had al-
ready taken several shots on goal but
none was more vicious than senior
forward Sarah Dowzycki’s left-to-
right shot from 18-yards out that was
absorbed by Crusader goalie Danielle
Kohen.

Gargiulo, who was also penetrat-
ing from the left side, took a pass
from senior center midfielder Jamie
Webb and ripped a shot from outside
the 18-yard mark that ricocheted off a
defender and flew into the goal.

The fifth-seeded Cougars contin-
ued their winning streak on October
17 by eliminating the fourth-seeded 6-

7-1 Union Farmers from the Union
County Tournament with a 3-0 drudg-
ing in Union. This time center senior
midfielder Jen Folger took center stage
early in the second half when she
crossed to forward Victoria Labrutto,
who slipped a shot past the right post
to make the score 1-0. Dowzycki added
some icing with a looping shot past the
goalie then stopper Taylor D’Antico
(Cougar Athlete of the Week) sealed
the deal with a sizzling direct kick into
the upper netting.

Interestingly, the 11-1-1 Lady Cou-

gars, who have extended their win-
ning streak to 10 games after suffer-
ing a humiliating, 6-0 defeat at the
hands of No. 3-ranked Westfield, will
face the top-seeded Blue Devils in the
semifinals at A.L. Johnson’s field in
Clark on Sunday, October 25, at 7
p.m. Scotch Plains-Fanwood will play
New Providence in the other semifi-
nal at 5 p.m.
Cranford 1 0 1
A.L. Johnson 0 0 0

Cranford 0 3 3
Union 0 0 0

HARTNETT SCORES COUNTY-LEADING 16TH GOAL

Cougar Boys Pounce to UCT
Semis, Stop Minutemen, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The No. 7 ranked Cranford High
School boys soccer team added to its
history-making season, upping its
record to 15-0, with a pair of 2-1
victories over Elizabeth, the 2008
Union County Champions, then by
stopping A.L. Johnson, 3-1, at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on October
15. It became the best start in the
program’s 53-year history. The Cou-
gar boys have won 28 of their last 31
games dating back to 2008.

The first victory over the Minute-
men came at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on October 13 and the second

came in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) quarterfinals at Memo-
rial Field on October 17.

“This was a great win in front of a
large home crowd,” said Cougar Head
Coach Mike Curci. “Parents, friends,
alumni, they all were there to cheer us
on. It’s a great feeling for all our
players to have their tremendous sup-
port. I’m glad we didn’t let them
down today.”

After a scoreless first half, the
Cougars finally struck gold when
senior captain Pat Hartnett drilled a
laser from 25 yards out into the far
upper netting to make the score 1-0
with seven minutes remaining in

regulation. It marked Hartnett’s
county-leading 16th goal of the sea-
son. Less than two minutes later,
senior midfielder Alex Porter
dribbled full speed down the right
flank and sprinted past the lone de-
fender before drilling a right-footed
shot from a tough angle from 12
yards out to increase the lead to 2-0.

“The two goals today were both
brilliant,” said Curci. “Hartnett’s rocket
was well-placed, a tremendous goal,
which gave us the momentum we
needed. Porter’s run down the wing
was classic. He turned on the burners
and finished the ball beautifully.”

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
Probitas Verus Honos

The Mattress Factory
908-322-4178
www.mattressfac.com

SSleep Well… Live Well!

You spend a third of your life in bed.  Create the ultimate sleep
environment. IInvest in yourself.  Make this the year you start

every day recharged and well rested.

Experience ...

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ
908-322-4178

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
973-428-0511

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5
East Hanover closed Sunday & Monday

DON’T BE LEFT IN THE COLD.
HEAT WITH BIOFUEL!

Full-Service Heating & Cooling

Expert Technicians

24/7 Emergency Service

Eco-Friendly Biofuel

1-888-999-6661 www.mitchellsupreme.com

Day�and�Evening�Appointments�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/09 WL 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/09 WL 

MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmiiiiiiiizzzzzzzzeeeeeeee        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeennnnnnnneeeeeeeeffffffffiiiiiiiittttttttssssssss!!!!!!!!        
    

BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR dental dental dental dental 

INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING 

ACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNT    BEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S END. 

    

Get two year’s worth of benefits 

by Starting treatment now! 

    

Use your Use your Use your Use your remaining remaining remaining remaining 2009 2009 2009 2009 benefitsbenefitsbenefitsbenefits    

and coand coand coand complete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with 

available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.    
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING QUITE A WORKOUT…The young Cranford Cougar defense got quite a workout last Friday night attempting
to stop the undefeated Summit Hilltoppers’ high-powered offense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A COURAGEOUS BATTLE IN INCLEMENT CONDITIONS…While nearly all other sports were cancelled due to the
driving cold winds and rain, the Cougar girls’ and ALJ Crusader girls’ soccer teams weathered the elements. See another
photo on page 2.


