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Blue Devils Blank Chiefs, 5-0,
For Sectional Tennis Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils’ ‘O’ Defeats Raider Gridders, 30-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

draw, and I was supposed to go through
the ‘six’ hole. I knew the linebacker
wasn’t going to catch me, so I broke up
to the ‘eight’. After I got past him, I
had to get past the safety and the
corner. After that, it was wide open,”
Williams explained. “This is our first
game where we were really making
big plays. Our defense has been mak-
ing all the plays. Now the offense has
stepped up and made plays today. We
are going to need it for Union and
Linden, especially. It’s good that our
offense is coming around now.”

“That touchdown was all on his
own,” coach DeSarno said. “He’s
small, he’s fast, but he is pretty strong.
Jhakyse has got a little power to him.
It was nice to get him out running.
That’s what he does.”

With the coordination among run-
ning backs and offensive linemen be-
ginning to mesh better, Ondi at full-
back found things more comfortable
running through the opened holes,
with a big run of 26 yards and a 17-
yard touchdown sprint for the first
touchdown, to finish with 86 yards on
15 carries.

“We weren’t running the ball at the
beginning of the game as well as we
could have. Finally, on that outside
run, everybody did their assignments,
and I got outside. All the offensive
line, Dietz, Sheehan, Metz, Costa and
Brett (DeNichola)! Other teams are
definitely getting confused with us
[because of our option running game].
It’s working well,” Ondi said.

“We did well up front,” coach
DeSarno said. “Mike Sheehan, Bran-
don Dietz, Adam Metz and Mike
Costa, he’s a little guy! He had a nice
push today, and Brett DeNichola, all
five of them!”

The Raiders were limited to four
rushing yards and 17 yards in the air in
the first half, and finished with 54
rushing yards. Quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz completed six of 20 at-
tempts for 59 yards. Running back
Quintin Blackwell gained 37 of his 42
yards in the second half, including a
seven-yard touchdown run in the fourth
quarter. He also had three receptions
for 27 yards, Moussa Channaoui had
one for 20 yards; Sean Coloney had a
12-yard reception and Doran Nelson
had a two-yard reception.

The Blue Devils began the game
with a fumble that was recovered by
the Raiders on the Westfield 35 but
the defense forced the Raiders to punt
four plays later. Westfield scored its
first touchdown on its second series,
capping a five-play, 39-yard drive
that ended with Ondi’s 17-yard sprint.
Williams hooked right for his 77-
yard touchdown on the next series.

Late in the second quarter, Pat Gray’s
booming punt put the Raiders’ offense
in a very tight situation at the two-yard
line. That led to a safety when
Binkiewicz received an intentional
grounding call after throwing the ball
out of bounds from the end zone.

“Punting we struggled with last
week. We seemed to struggle with

some portion of our special teams
each week, but having him back was
very important. He solidified the punt-
ing position. He made a great punt but
our defense is stepping up over and
over and over. We definitely felt good
when they had the ball at the two-
yard line,” coach DeSarno said.

Midway through the third quarter,
running back A.J. Murray capped a
seven-play, 54-yard drive with a two-
yard touchdown plunge. On the first
play of the fourth quarter, Kerr handed
off to Johnson, who bashed into the
end zone to make the score 30-0.

The Blue Devils worked the re-
mainder of the game with their sec-
ond-team offense and defense. The
Raiders answered with a 12-play, 71-
yard scoring drive that was concluded
with Blackwell’s seven-yard dash.
Westfield 14   2   7   7 30
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   6 6
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NEW CONSTRUCTION
COLONIAL EXPANDED RANCH

SPLIT LEVEL BI-LEVEL SPLIT LEVEL

$1,895,000
$1,050,000 $799,900

$539,000 $629,000

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4,000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2716465

This 4 bedroom, 4½ bath, 4 year old Colonial is situated in Echo Lake Estates. The 2 story
entry foyer, with sparkling chandelier, leads to an open & airy floor plan that offers both
gracious and comfortable living. There are custom moldings, recessed lighting & intercom/
sound system throughout. The gourmet kitchen with separate dining area opens to a warm
and inviting family room with gas fireplace. There is a fabulous master suite with his/her walk-
in closets plus separate sitting room with additional deep closets and luxury master bath. The
tremendous finished basement with gas fireplace and full bath makes for a great casual
gathering place and recreation area. A beautiful home in a beautiful setting. MLS # 2681275

Welcome to this spectacular spacious sprawling 4 Bedroom, 3 Full and 2 Half Bath
Expanded Ranch. This near acre of property is situated on one of the most picturesque cul-
de-sacs in Scotch Plains. This lovely home boasts an open floor plan with large rooms...perfect
for entertaining family & friends. Enjoy two master suites on the first level. Family room
extends into great room with floor to ceiling windows, high wood beamed ceilings and
sliding doors to deck and pool area. Giant finished basement with recreation room, big
storage area and workout area. A 2 car attached garage and the backyard is an oasis in a truly
private setting. MLS # 2703923

A great Parkwood home with 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, featuring vinyl siding, a newer furnace
and hot water heater, partially finished basement, ground level Family Room, wood burning
fireplace in Living Room, Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, 2 car built-in Garage and
a beautiful park-like property. MLS # 271631

4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Bi-Level with beautiful hardwood floors under carpet on 1st level.
Wood burning fireplace in Living Room, newer GE Profile appliances, large deck off Eat-
In-Kitchen, large rooms, walk out to patio from lower level Family Room, Central Air
Conditioning, built-in 2 car over-sized garage. MLS # 2699903

Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location; featuring a new
master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very convenient to NYC
transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large deck overlooking the park
like backyard with in-ground swimming pool and Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite
on ground floor. MLS # 2716311

$649,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

J. ROD, PELUSO, CUMMINGS TAKE 1-2-3 ALL-AROUND

Lady Blue Devils Top Raiders
In Gymnastics, 108.65-106.05

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jenna Rodrigues grabbed
top all-around honors with a 36.5
total, and senior Lacy Cummings
placed third with a 35.425 to lead the
Westfield High School gymnastics
team to a 108.65-106.05 victory over
a very competitive Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team in Scotch Plains on
October 13. But the Raiders had to be
pleased with their team effort.

“We had an awesome meet against
Westfield! That meet was our best
team score in the past six years. The
girls have been working really hard to
clean up all their routines and add a
little difficulty,” said Raider Head
Coach Lisa Cerchio. “I really think
what has added to our success is our
great sense of teamwork and team
spirit. I am so proud of the way that
each girl on our team cheers on, not
only our teammates, but our oppos-
ing competitors as well. Of course,
we strive for higher scores, but the
most important goal overall is for
these girls to embody a sense of being
one individual working toward a com-
mon goal. It really is a lesson that will
be carried over to every aspect of
their lives.”

Rodrigues took first on the balance
beam with a 9.3, followed by Blue
Devil Lindsay Ripperger at 9.275,
Raider freshman Alex Peluso also at
9.275, Blue Devil Sara Shields at 9.0
and Cummings at 8.9. Rodrigues and
Ripperger took 1-2 on the uneven bars
with respective scores of 9.1 and 8.9,
followed by Raiders Lindsay Robinson
at 8.7, Peluso at 8.4, Gina Pelosi at
8.25 and Jessica Colineri at 8.25.
Cummings won the vault with a score
of 9.5, followed by Pelosi at 9.25, Blue
Devil Kelly Bohlinger at 9.15, Peluso
at 9.0 and Robinson at 8.95.

Raider Peluso had a big afternoon,
placing second with an all-around

score of 36.1 and grabbing first on the
floor exercise with a 9.425. Rodrigues
placed second with a 9.4, followed by
Shields at 9.2, Robinson at 9.125 and
Cummings at 8.975.

“Alex Peluso has been working re-
ally hard on adding some difficulty
overall on every event. She has been
consistently tsuking (Tsukahara ma-
neuver) on vault, added giants on
bars, and stuck her beam routine. Her
floor routine, which earned her first
place, was truly a magnificent perfor-
mance. She is gaining confidence
every meet, and this certainly con-
tributes to her scores rising,” coach
Cerchio said.

Robinson placed fourth all around
with a total of 35.425 and Colineri
placed fifth at 33.875.

“Lindsay Robinson has been really
consistent this season with tsuking
on vault and sticking her beam rou-
tines. She had a great performance as

well on floor. Gina Pelosi’s half-
double on vault earned her second
place. These two individuals, along
with Jessica Colineri, compete all
around in almost every meet,” coach
Cerchio said. “Not only do they per-
form to the best of their ability, but
they lead the team with their sense of
team pride and teamwork. I am so
fortunate to work with such a talented
and cohesive group of girls.”

OTHER SCORES:
VAULT: 6. Rodrigues (W), 8.7. 7. Zoe

Stein (SPF), 8.65. 8. Allie Barba (W), 8.5.
9. Colineri (SPF), 8.5. 10. Kaitlyn
Johnson (W), 8.4.

BARS: 7. Melissa Gara (SPF), 8.2. 8.
Jamie Bornstein (W), 8.15. 9. Cummings
(W), 8.05. 10. Abbie Goldring (W), 8.05.

BEAM: 6. Robinson (SPF), 8.65. 7.
Colineri (SPF), 8.45. 8. Gara (SPF), 7.9.
9. Barba (W), 7.85. 10. Pelosi (SPF),
7.85.

FLOOR EXERCISE: 6. Bohlinger (W),
8.775. 7. Colineri (SPF), 8.675. 8. Gara
(SPF), 8.45. 9. Barba (W), 8.35. 10. Annie
Rubin (SPF), 8.2.

hang of it. We were up 5-1, so we kept
playing our game and tried to hit
really good shots. We played really
well indoors,” McKinley said.

At the beginning of the year, the
Blue Devils were aware that they had
a special team and must have had sites
on winning an elusive sectional crown.

“We weren’t really thinking about
it. We just wanted to win every match
and get as far as we could. We knew
we were going to have a strong team,
so we want to go as far as we can in
the states,” Murphy said.

Debbie Wu got a special surprise
from her teammates after she won her
third singles match with Chief Tram
Ngyen, 6-0, 7-5.

“It feels so good! I am so excited to
go to Mercer County Park next week.
My serve really worked for me, and
when I played aggressively, it got me
a couple of points. The second set
was amazing. Her serve went in a lot,
but I kept up with her, and I was able
to win. After I won, they met me in the
hallway and carried me across the
hallway,” Wu explained.

Criscuolo, who dropped her first
set, 6-3, was midway through her
second set when her teammates had
finished. The two competitors went
through long grueling volleys and

neither showed signs of letting up.
“We actually go to clinic together

every week. She is a great player. I
knew going into this, it was going to
be a tough match. I had to keep push-
ing, and I had my teammates behind
me,” Criscuolo said.

Criscuolo won the second set, 6-3,
and jumped to a 4-1 lead in the third set,
but it became a battle of intense concen-
tration, and Sunga closed to within 4-3,
but Criscuolo finally won the set, 6-3,
giving the Blue Devils a 5-0 sweep.

“I try to take a deep breath. Move
on! It happens! Then I get onto the
next point. I don’t want to affect the
future with what happened in the past,”
Criscuolo explained.

“We are going to need her senior
leadership, especially for the next
couple of matches,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Matt Varhley said.

WESTFIELD 5, PISCATAWAY 0
First singles: Lexi Borr d Celine Sunga,
6-1, 6-0
Second singles: Tara Criscuolo d
Camille Sunga, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3
Third singles: Debbie Wu d Tram Ngyen,
6-0, 7-5
First doubles: Samantha Borr and Mor-
gan Murphy d Briana Supardi and
Chantel Supardi, 6-4, 6-2
Second doubles: Melissa Morawski and
Katherine McKinley d Chioma Gabriel
and Kat Chong, 6-1, 6-2

Borough, 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (5) then fell 6-
2, 6-4, to Bianca Petcu of Freehold
Township.

In the doubles tournament, top-
seeded Blue Devils Samantha Borr
and Morgan Murphy stopped Annie
Petela and Scout Bauer of Haddon
Township, 6-1, 6-0 in the first round.
Lexi Borr ended up losing in the
semifinals, Criscuolo lost in the third
round, Debbie Wu lost in the second
round, and Samantha Borr and
Murphy lost in the third round.

Top-seeded Westfield High School
freshman Lexi Borr, after receiving a
first-round bye, defeated Jenni Mor-
gan of Hunterdon Central, 6-1, 6-1, in
the second round of the NJSIAA
singles championship at Mercer
County Park in West Windsor. Blue
Devil Tara Criscuolo defeated Domi-
nique Bushong of Toms River South,
6-2, 6-0, in the first round and Emily
Bary of Millburn, 7-6 (1), 7-5, in the
second round. Raider Alex Szczuka
topped Mariel Weisbart of Freehold

NJSIAA Girls Tennis Tournament Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING TO GET THE RECEPTION…Raider Gary Binkiewicz, left, and Blue Devil running back Jhakyse Williams
battle to catch the ball thrown by Westfield quarterback Danny Kerr.


