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Cuban Missle Crisis Begins
Nukes in Cuba – 10-22-1962

CRISCUOLO WINS GRUELING MATCH AT 2ND SINGLES

Blue Devils Blank Chiefs, 5-0,
For Sectional Tennis Crown

WILLIAMS GETS 77-YD. TD; ONDI, AJ, JOHNSON SCORE

Blue Devils’ Offense ‘D’feats
SPF Raider Grid Men, 30-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although it had already been de-
cided that the Westfield High School
girls tennis team had won its first
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title
since 2005, senior second singles
player Tara Criscuolo was involved
in a memorable marathon with
Piscataway’s Camille Sunga at Inman
Sports Club in Edison on October 16.

All of Criscuolo’s teammates had
successfully completed their matches
long before her three-set match had
been completed. One of the first to
complete her match was freshman
Lexi Borr, who had defeated Celine
Sunga, 6-1, 6-0, at first singles.

“I played well. It was close in the
beginning. I lost the first game,” said
Lexi Borr, who has not played in-

doors all season. “We were all ex-
cited and having a good time, and we
want to keep winning.”

For the last several years, the Blue
Devils have been accustomed to com-
peting with such teams as
Bridgewater-Raritan and J.P. Stevens
for the sectional title but meeting
Piscataway was a rare occurrence.

“I wasn’t thinking about what op-
ponents. I was thinking about having
fun and playing good matches. We
played well,” said Samantha Borr who
along with teammate Morgan
Murphy, won their first doubles
match, 6-4, 6-2, over Chiefs Brianna
and Chantel Supardi.

“We played really well. We were
having a lot of fun,” added Murphy.

“You would never know. The teams
change every year, so you have to see

throughout the season and you got to
accept whatever you get,” said Mel-
issa Morawski who, with teammate
Katherine McKinley, breezed through
their second doubles match, 6-1, 6-2,
over Chioma Gabriel and Kat Chong.

“Piscataway is a really good team.
I didn’t know the players, but I was
happy to see a new team that we
didn’t play before,” McKinley said.

“We were all very excited. We were
all very confident. I believe Katherine
and I played very well today. We
complimented each other. We were
playing well all around,” Morawski
added.

“It’s my first time starting this year,
so I was excited and nervous the
whole day. We were meditating. I was
freaking out, then I started getting the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense, as it has done all season,
remained very solid but the Westfield
Blue Devils’ offense began to find its
groove, which led to a 30-6 victory
over the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
on October 17.

Using a variety of running backs
and receivers, including the return of
wide receiver Pat Gray, the 3-2 Blue
Devils rolled up 214 yards on the
ground (141 in the first half) and 86
yards in the air. Junior Danny Kerr (6
carries, 17 yards, 4 completions for
37 yards) appeared to be more com-
fortable fitting into the role as the
starting quarterback. Midway through
the third quarter, Wesley Belle came
in at quarterback and went 2-for-2
passing for 49 yards. Chris Fantini
had two receptions for 51 yards

“He did a great job today,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said
of Kerr. “There were some times where
our receivers and running backs were
off on some plays where you thought
maybe he made a mistake. He con-
trolled the offense. We found some-
thing. We got outside a little bit and we
went with it. Then we came back at the
end and inside was there. We talked to
the kids all week about being solid up
front and that would lead to positive
yardage. We were better up front. The
kids were just coming together. It was
nice to have Pat Gray back. He’s an-
other threat on the field.”

“Yes! It makes me feel more com-
fortable. Our offense gets in the
rhythm. We get on our blocks and run
our routes. We did very well,” Kerr
said. “We have a bunch of running
backs. All have special talents and we
use them all very well.”

One special hidden talent was se-

nior, 245-lb. defensive end Willie
Johnson, who became Westfield’s
version of the “Bus” – Jerome Bettis
formerly of Pittsburgh Steelers fame
– and plunged into the end zone for a
TD from two-yards out. Johnson also
made 11 tackles, Garrett Pryor had
10, Joe Ondi had nine and Andrew
Arnold had eight.

“It was just Willie, running right up
the middle,” chuckled Kerr, who
added, “Our defense has been play-

ing really well this entire year, stop-
ping the run, covering people and
reading the teams.”

Running back Jhakyse Williams (9
rushes, 98 yards) found the outside
lane in a big way when he sidestepped
to the right, shed some tackles and
bolted 77 yards for a touchdown for
the Blue Devils’ second score with
three seconds left of the first quarter.

“I was waiting for that. It was a 36

For more information on the Open House, 2009/2010  
season ski trips, events and activities, email us at: 

info@watchungskiclub.com,
or visit www.watchungskiclub.com.

Watchung Amateur Ski Club 

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE 

Attention all skiers and riders! 

Join New Jersey’s friendliest ski club 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 — 7:00pm 

Free Admission - Fabulous prizes 
Free refreshments and cash bar 
Membership and ski trip info 

Reps from ski resorts and shops 

Skiers and snowboarders, singles, couples and families! 
All ages and levels welcome! 

at the Mountainside Elks Club 
1193 Route 22 East, Mountainside, NJ 

       Susan Massa Broker CRS SRES ABR 
A reputation of Excellence, market knowledge, personalized service,

World-class marketing technology along with a profound understanding of our area
makes all the difference in helping you meet your goals

 
Whether you are looking to buy or sell a property, family estate, investment, vacation
home, relocate, need advice on market conditions, the present value of your home

or to be prepared
I am your  partner in building your home life

www.NJHomeshowcase.com

Live Well 

488 Springfield Ave Summit NJ 07901

908-233-8502 x324      cell 908-400-0778

Serving Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Clark
Mountainside, Cranford, Summit, Berkeley Heights

New Providence, Union, Morris, Essex, Somerset CountiesPremier Properties 

VANBUSKIRK NETS WINNER, NAGOURNEY GETS ASST.

Raiders Prep for Semis; Nip
Lady Soccer Crusaders, 1-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One lone goal by Sarah Vanbuskirk
in a heart-pounding game, brought a
1-0 triumph to the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ soccer team over seventh-seeded
A.L. Johnson in the quarterfinal round
of the Union County Tournament at
Shimme Wexler Field in Scotch Plains
on October 17.

The Raiders, known for their high-
pressure offensive and defensive style,
allowed few serious chances for an
upset as Delia McGee, Sarah Canfield
and Ally Prestridge made sure their
team kept on a steady aggressive
course in the backfield. The 9-3-2
Crusaders did manage to get off seven
kicks. Goalie Paige Della Badia
stopped two of those shots, including
a dive to the left to smother the most
dangerous shot, to record her fifth
straight shutout and ninth this season.

The Raiders got off eight shots in
the first half and another 10 in the
second half. Forward Avika Shah led
the assault with five and Canfield
fired off three shots, while Prestridge
and Katryn Dinizo each got off two.
Lauren Rosenthal, Gabby Vacca and
Jackie Mains each contributed one
shot. Crusader Danielle Kohen made
nine saves.

“We like to play defense all over
the field and we did that for most of
the game. We had some lapses where
we were a little lackadaisical but the

kids picked it up and we came out
with the victory. Johnson is a good
team and it was a good game. I think
they got a bad seed but you have to
play everybody to get where we want
to get to,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing.

The 10-1-1 Raiders’ game plan was
to come out hard and fast, put the
pressure on the opponent, finish the
shots, while it’s tough-minded de-
fensive unit needed to control the
home front. That plan worked as the
Raiders struck gold when midfielder
Emily Nagourney charged down the
left sideline, crossed a pass to a charg-
ing Vanbuskirk, who then tattered the
upper right corner of the net with five
minutes remaining in the first half.

“We knew it was going to be good
competition. Today, we came out very
confident, very strong and so pumped
to play. Everyone was positive, we
strung passes together, got through
balls and one resulted in a nice goal.
As to the goal, the defense sent the
ball to Sarah (Canfield) in the middle,
who sent a horizontal ball to Emily,
who in turn sent a beautiful diagonal
ball straight to the top of the 18 on the

left side. The goalie stayed in her box
and I slipped it to the right-hand cor-
ner of the goalie’s left foot. Next
game, we will come out with the
same amount of intensity and come
out with another win,” said
Vanbuskirk.

“We were playing the ball wide,
looking to attack that way. They had
it pretty packed in the middle, so we
tried to do some things on the outside
and looked to be aggressive up front,
and it paid off for us. But, as I said,
‘we were a little lackadaisical,’ and
they were able to come back at us a
little,” Ewing said.
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Westfield/SPF Football
SPF/Westfield Volleyball

SPF/ALJ Girls Soccer

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Blue Devil A.J. Murray dives in for the touchdown from two yards out to cap a
seven-play, 54-yard drive in the fourth quarter against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING TREATED LIKE A QUEEN…Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo goes through the arch provided by her teammates and
coaches after winning her grueling second singles match against Piscataway.

Blue Devil Boys/Girls Win
Conference Title in X-C

Scrudato Takes First
Story in Oct. 29 Issue


