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Finding In Jesus a Bedrock
That Stands Test of Time

By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

Over the years, it has become appar-
ent that most Americans’ sense of his-
tory is very limited. History for many
means what happened yesterday, and
“ancient” history involves the events
of last month or even last week. We are
addicted to twittering our moment-to-
moment thoughts, but have no idea of
the value of the thoughts of those who
have lived before our time.

Unfortunately, the Christian church
is not exempt from such shallowness.
From throw-away orders of service to
writing our own creeds “du jour,” the
21st-century church reflects the culture
in which we live. While it is good and
necessary to be culturally relevant, it
becomes detrimental when we “throw
the baby out with the bath water.” We
often limit our scope to what we think
is valuable at this very moment, only to
discard even that when it becomes “so
last week.” Can bedrock be found any-
where? Can we actually learn from
those who have gone before us?

This coming Sunday, Lutherans
throughout the world will celebrate
Reformation Sunday. A date on the
church calendar unique to Lutherans,
Reformation Sunday helps Chris-
tians to remember and give thanks
for the good news that we are saved
by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

On October 31, 1517, Dr. Martin
Luther nailed 95 theses to the door
of the Castle Church in Wittenberg,
Germany. Luther, an Augustinian
monk, Roman Catholic priest and
doctor of theology, had rediscovered
what was plain all along in the Bible.
He naively thought that others would
concur with the value of his discov-
ery. However, as in any age, politics
and power often trump truth. Great
turmoil and the reformation of the
Christian church followed.

For Christians, bedrock is not
found in our personal opinions, nor
in political correctness, or in major-
ity votes at church conventions. The
bedrock of our faith does not depend
on which way the wind is blowing at
the moment. Real bedrock is found
in the Bible and in Jesus, to whom
the Bible gives witness. As a result,
we Lutherans strive to base our teach-
ing and practice on Holy Scripture.
That often puts us out of step with
our culture, but in step with fellow
believers over thousands of years. It
also affords us the possibility to share
something bigger than ourselves and
longer lasting than the particular age
in which we live.

If you are spiritually minded and
looking for something which is
deeper than self and the times in
which you live, good for you. There
is something wonderful waiting for
you, which will give you a solid
foundation upon which to stand. You
even will find yourself in the com-
pany of millions of Christians who
span the millennia. As Dr. Martin
Luther discovered, the solid rock is
Jesus, whose life and accomplish-
ments are recorded in the Bible.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Kritsch has served for
nearly 22 years as pastor of the Re-
deemer Lutheran Church and School,
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Library Invites Community
For Autumn Activities

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced a series
of activities for autumn, among them
an ongoing Toddler Story-Time on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

Movie Time! continues to be of-
fered on Fridays at 10 a.m. in Octo-
ber, featuring some black-and-white
classics designed as pre-Halloween
viewing. For the schedule or more
information, visit the library’s
website, youseemore.com/Garwood,
or call the library at (908) 789-1670.

Henry Morse, the Old Time Ra-
dio Man, will present a program on
“The Night that Shocked America”
on Tuesday, October 27, at 7 p.m.
Mr. Morse will recount the events
before and after Orson Welles’ now

famous radio broadcast of H.G.
Wells’ “War of the Worlds.” Regis-
tration is required for this event.
Interested persons may call the li-
brary or register at the circulation
desk.

On Thursday, October 29, at 3:15
p.m., children in grade 3 and up are
invited to learn about Dia de los
Muertos (The Day of the Dead), an
ancient Mexican holiday that cel-
ebrates the lives of friends and rela-
tives who have passed away. Chil-
dren will be able to paint their own
Calaveras and have a taste of Pan de
Muertos. It is limited to 20 children
and registration is required.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue, at the
corner of Walnut Street. Library
hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday.

Junior Women to Hold
Charity Coat Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club will
sponsor its annual charity coat drive,
during which it will collect new and
gently used infant, child and adult
coats to be donated to local citizens in
need through area charities.

Coats may be dropped off Sunday,
October 25, through Sunday, November
1, during normal business hours at the
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue, and the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey,
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Additionally, the club invites
women who are interested in making
a difference in the community, net-
working and forming friendships to
attend one of its meetings and learn
about club activities.

The club meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month (Sep-
tember through June) at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, visit spjwc.com.

College Counselors
To Speak at Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
area residents to learn about career
retraining and other higher education
opportunities available at Union
County College (UCC).

Counselors Marie Blough and
Cynthia Lampon from UCC will be
the featured speakers at an Adult Fo-
rum on Sunday, October 25, from
11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. in the church
lounge. Brochures about financial aid
also will be available. A question-
and-answer period will follow.

Members of the community also are
welcome to join the congregation for
worship at the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church on Sundays at 10 a.m. and/
or for special events like the Adult Fo-
rum. For more information about Wil-
low Grove’s events and programs, call
the church office at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the southside firehouse
and soccer field, near the corner of
South Martine Avenue.

Halloween Events on Tap
For All Ages In Westfield

WESTFIELD – An array of activi-
ties will take place in Westfield lead-
ing up to the celebration of Hallow-
een.

At Williams Nursery, located at
524 Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
area residents can enjoy hayrides,
pony rides, pick-your-own pumpkins,
a fun maze, a scarecrow and costume
contest and a free tasting of fall but-
ters and salsas every Saturday and
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The 10th Annual Williams Nursery
Scarecrow Contest is taking place
now through Saturday, October 24.
Judging from the public will be held
at Williams Nursery through October
24. On Sunday, October 25, the scare-
crows will be transferred to down-
town Westfield. They will be on dis-
play downtown through Saturday,
October 31.

Winners of the contest will be
awarded prizes from the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and
Williams Nursery. On October 24,
Williams Nursery will sponsor its
annual costume contest at 2 p.m. and
prizes will be awarded.

Also on October 24, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., the Great Pumpkin Fair will
return to Franklin Elementary School,
located at 700 Prospect Street in
Westfield. The fair will feature a
haunted house, games, a chance to
win a goldfish, face painting, crafts,
an obstacle course, prizes, crafts, a
bake sale and gift basket raffles,
among other offerings. This event
will take place rain or shine.

On October 24 at 8 p.m., the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra will
perform Dracula, A Musical, featur-
ing Saint-Saëns’ Symphony No. 3 in
C minor at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. Bela Lugosi’s 1931 clas-
sic Dracula will rise from the ar-
chives to the big screen with a never-
before-heard live symphonic
soundtrack. A Halloween costume
contest will be held with cash prizes.

On October 25, the Downtown
Trick-or-Treat event will return from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., sponsored by the
DWC. Trick-or-treaters will be wel-
comed in all businesses displaying an
orange “Trick-or-Treat” poster in the
window. At 3:30 p.m. that day, the
DWC will host the annual costume
contest on Quimby Street, with prizes
offered by sponsoring businesses,
along with entertainment by local resi-
dent and entertainer Michael Doyle.

Also on October 25, the Miller-

Cory House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
offer “Halloween Hocus Pocus.” Ideal
for young children, it will be held from
1:30 to 4 p.m. For more information,
call the museum at (908) 232-1776.

On October 25, the Westfield Area
“Y”’s Men’s Club will hold its Hal-
loween Parade. Participants are asked
to assemble at the Elm Street field at
12:30 p.m. for costume judging. The
parade will begin at 1 p.m. and end at
Mindowaskin Park, where prizes will
be awarded.

The Optimist Club of Westfield
will sponsor the Haunted House on
Halloween, Saturday, October 31,
from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Pool Complex. Admission
is $4, and reentry is $4. Entertain-
ment, food, hayrides, clowns and
magicians will start at 3:30 p.m. Chil-
dren under 10 are recommended to
attend the haunted house from 4 to 6
p.m. Young children should be ac-
companied by an adult. The event
will be co-sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department.

Lions Club Announces
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will hold an “all-
you-can-eat” Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday, October 25, from 8 a.m. to
noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This event will feature pancakes,
eggs, ham, sausage, juice, coffee, tea
and milk. The cost is $6; children
under age 6 may attend for free. Tick-
ets may be purchased at the door or in
advance from a Lions Club member.

This event is one of multiple
fundraisers held by this Lions Club,
the proceeds of which are distributed
to local charities and community ac-
tivities, with a special emphasis on
those organizations throughout the
area that serve the blind and visually
impaired. For more information on
the pancake breakfast or to reserve a
space, call Pancake Breakfast Chair-
man Ron Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

Fall into Family
Fun at the JCC

Now open 7 days a week

Group exercise classes 
now included with membership

New state-of-the-art cardio

Contact Leslie Kaufman, 

Membership Supervisor, at 

908-889-8800 ext. 236 or 

lkaufman@jccnj.org

Join now and receive $50 in JCC 

Bucks to be used toward any class or 

program -or- Refer a member and 

both parties will receive $50 in JCC Bucks!

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Scared to Sell your home
in today’s market?

Join us for a FREE and informative evening as we welcome guest speaker,
Pat Plante, a veteran Fanwood realtor and Senior Real Estate Specialist, who
will educate you on selling your home in today’s cooling economy. Dennis
Dinsmore, Senior Financial Planner, and Russell Huegel, Eldercare
Attorney, will also be available to answer your questions.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcomed!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

WHEN: Wednesday, October 28, 2009
TIME: 7:00 PM
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: By Tuesday 10/27 • 908-654-5200

The Chelsea at Fanwood has the solution.

DON’T BE LEFT IN THE COLD.
HEAT WITH BIOFUEL!

Full-Service Heating & Cooling

Expert Technicians

24/7 Emergency Service

Eco-Friendly Biofuel

1-888-999-6661 www.mitchellsupreme.com

FRANK WIETRY
CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

• ROOFING
• SIDING
• KITCHENS
• BATHROOMS
• BASEMENTS
• PORCHES
• DECKS AND MORE……

CUSTOM BUILT ADDITIONS, 
ADD-A-LEVELS AND CUSTOM HOMES

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE PLEASE CALL

732-381-0381
N.J. LICENSE#13VH02738800 FULLY INSURED

NAMI Meeting on Tap
In Westfield Oct. 27

WESTFIELD – The National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI) will
sponsor an open discussion on Tues-
day, October 27, on coping with men-
tal illness. The program will begin at
7:30 p.m. at American Legion Post
No. 3, located at 1003 North Av-
enue, West, in Westfield.

The guest speaker will be George H.
Brice, Jr., clinical faculty instructor
for the Integrated Employment Insti-
tute in the Department of Psychiatric
Rehabilitation and Counseling Pro-
fessions at the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey-School
of Health Related Professions.

The format will be relaxed and audi-
ence participation will be welcome.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, call (908) 233-1628. Fur-
ther information about NAMI also is
available at nami-nj-uc.org.

Photo courtesy of Dave Williams
HAPPY HALLOWEEN…Westfield is holding many events throughout the
month to celebrate Halloween. Williams Nursery, located at 524 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield, is one of the many area businesses and organizations that are
holding events.

Temple Sisterhood
Slates Rummage Sale
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of

Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its fall Rummage Sale on Sun-
day, October 25, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
It will be held at the temple, located at
338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

According to Jessica Hoff-
Gottschalk, event chairperson, there
will be available for sale men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing, as
well as household items, bric-a-brac,
toys and miscellaneous items. For
more information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231.


