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Hammering the Details, Echausse
Supports Mayor Skibitsky Letters to the Editor

I am writing this letter to respond to
recent campaign releases by mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan and a letter to the
editor by past mayor Tom Jardim.

I know both Bill Brennan and former
Mayor Tom Jardim, and respect their past
service to the town, but I believe their recent
letters and campaign pieces need replies that
are based on facts. Once citizens realize
what the facts are, they will agree that both
men’s comments are off base.

Mr. Jardim last week criticized the recent
budgets that the council passed since these
budgets used sale of assets funds to help
balance these budgets. There is no dispute
that such funds have been used for budget-
ary purposes. What Mr. Jardim intention-
ally chooses not to disclose to readers is that
the council is forced to use these funds due
to years of fiscal mismanagement at the state
level and recent changes in state law pertain-
ing to local municipal budgets.

I served on the town council from 2001
– 2007 and served on the finance commit-
tee all seven years of my tenure, the last
four years as chairman of the finance
committee. My first year on the council
followed the four-year term of Mayor
Jardim. During Mayor Jardim’s tenure, he
sold the last precious acres of town open
space to residential developers and used
millions of dollars of these funds to “buy-
down” the tax rate in the town’s tax levy.
In other words, he used millions of dollars
of “one-time revenues” (property sales) to
pay recurring operating expenditures for
salaries and benefits of police officers,
firefighters, etc.

This is an extremely poor fiscal prac-
tice, which sets up future budgets to be
“unbalanced” for many years. The 2001
finance committee (which at the time was
evenly split between Republicans and
Democrats) realized the shortsightedness
of this practice and worked hard to correct
this problem. It took three years to correct
the fiscal damage of the Jardim era but
thanks to the leadership of former Coun-
cilman Matt Albano, we were able to fix
this mess in a prudent and responsible
manner.

I dare say that Mr. Jardim needs to look
in the mirror and look at his own fiscal
record before he criticizes any
administration’s fiscal management.

As most Westfield citizens know, New
Jersey’s fiscal budget is severely strained
and is projected to be “out of balance” to
the tune of $8 billion by June 30, 2010. The
fiscal imbalance is due to the severe reces-
sion that our nation is suffering and years of
budget gimmicks in Trenton. To respond,
Governor Corzine has repeatedly made
steep cuts in state aid to municipalities and
school districts, with steeper cuts still to
come. The Governor also signed legisla-
tion a year ago that limits tax increases for
local towns to a 4 percent increase over the
previous year’s budget.

A 4 percent tax cap is a great sound bite
and seems reasonable at first glance, but
here lies the rub. While the Town of
Westfield has done its part to keep its
portion of the budget under control, the
reason why taxes keep rising are largely
due to state mandates.

The Town of Westfield has done an
admirable job of keeping its costs under

control during Mayor Skibitsky’s tenure.
Since 2006, departmental operating bud-
gets have remained virtually flat and 22
town positions have either been eliminated
or adjusted to part-time. This equates to a
reduction of almost 16 full-time positions
or $1 million in savings to the taxpayer.

Pretty impressive…but why are prop-
erty taxes still going up? The answer is
state mandates. The State of New Jersey’s
pension plans are under-funded by tens of
billions of dollars for statewide municipal
employees. A large majority of local prop-
erty tax increases are mandated by Tren-
ton to help improve the funding for these
pension plans. The town’s payments into
these plans have been increasing at double-
digit rates as mandated by state formulas
for several years.

The other state mandate that is driving up
Westfield taxes is the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (“RVSA”). The state forced
the authority to complete a $225 million
expansion and upgrade project to its facili-
ties, even though the sewerage authority is
compliant with Federal treatment standards.
The Town of Westfield is one of the largest
users of the RVSA and therefore our prop-
erty taxes are paying a large part of this
expensive project. In 2009, our payment to
the RVSA increased by over $1 million.

So, if state aid is being cut year after
year and Governor Corzine is capping
taxes at 4 percent, how do we pay for these
expensive state mandates? The State of
New Jersey is forcing the Town of
Westfield to use its surplus to pay for
these mandates. This includes using Sale
of Assets money that we worked so hard
to protect after the Jardim era.

Did former Mayor Jardim disclose this
fact in last week’s letter? I don’t believe
so. Perhaps he is not aware of what is
happening at the local level or, better yet,
he is fully aware of the facts but conve-
niently “left them out” for the reader to
figure out. I will let you decide.

I would also like to comment on may-
oral candidate Bill Brennan’s criticism of
Mayor Skibitsky’s budget process. Mayor
Skibitsky is a firm believer in the commit-
tee process that has long been a tradition
in our local government. During Mayor
Skibitsky’s first two years as mayor, I
chaired the process of putting together the
municipal budget. I can tell you that Mayor
Skibitsky held countless one on one meet-
ings with the town administrator, depart-
ment heads and myself to ensure that your
tax dollars were being spent wisely.

The recent “AAA” municipal bond rat-
ing by Standard and Poor’s is proof that
the Town is well-managed by our depart-
ment heads, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, and by the skilled leadership of
Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

As we move closer to Election Day, I
can assure Westfield taxpayers that Mayor
Andy Skibitsky has done everything pos-
sible to make Westfield a vibrant town in
a very tough economic environment. To
me the choice is clear; Andy Skibitsky
deserves four more years to keep Westfield
moving in the right direction.

Pete Echausse
Westfield Councilman 2001 – 2007

The State Cannot Afford The
Re-Election of Governor Corzine

Governor Corzine, Mr. Christie and
Mr. Daggett are offering us a chance to
step up [at the polls]. A lot has been
brought out about driving records, past
girlfriends, no-bid contracts, weight, ex-
pense accounts and multi-million dollar
gifts to union leaders — and on and on.

Our state is heading for bankruptcy and
neither the Governor nor Mr. Christie are
willing to adequately address it.

It appears that the Governor does not
realize it. All we have to do is look at what
he has done and we know how he will lead
us in the next four years. He has provided
us the new so-called school funding for-
mula, the property tax convention that he
refused to do anything about, pre-k, the
refunded (without voter approval) SCC
bond, the extra $20 million he spent for the
NJEA’s medical coverage, inability to
control corruption in Trenton, COAH, paid
family leave, proposed 800 percent toll
increase, failure to cut spending and con-
trol mandates, increase in taxes on hard
liquor, wine, cigarettes, pared back prop-
erty tax rebates (which he promised in the
last election would be 40 percent). We
have an $8 to 11 billion deficit next year,
utilization of one-time budget fixes,
bankrolling convicted felons/various
Democrat county organizations, the honor
of being the highest taxed state [with the
worse roads in the nation] — and who can
forget his leading the unions on the Capital
steps in the demand for a new contract.

Is this what we can afford? In fact, the
Governor did not see anything wrong with
the outward movement of taxpayers that
this is causing. This added a new meaning
to callous! What about the unemployment
rate  of 9.8 percent? the Governor has said
that he addressed this early. How many of
us know people that have found jobs? It
appears that we were purposely misled.

Mr. Christie has his problems such as
failure of specifics, notice for public  events
(he has corrected this), Mr. Ashcroft, Mr.
Rove and, heaven forbid, not having his
wife’s paperwork in the car!

The Governor refuses to meet with the
public, except in very controlled settings,
and participate in a number of debates. It
is obvious what he fears, it is his record.

Why does neither one mention why we
need so much money to run our governments?

I have no doubt, should we reelect
Governor Corzine, that he will claim a
mandate and push his policies with a
favorable Legislatures that will, at the
best, maintain the situation in NJ. This
may result within six months of his re-
election: an increase in outward migra-
tion of income earning NJ households.
This will only further worsen the situa-
tion when it comes to state revenues.

To the union members such as the
NJEA and CWA: Has your leadership
allowed your retirement to be compro-
mised? It is under-funded and, with the
state spiraling toward bankruptcy, the
pension you have contributed to for years

may not be there when you are counting
on it! They are telling you that Mr. Christie
is responsible for everything, which would
impact your job or retirement. It is they
that are jeopardizing it. Your leadership
sat quietly by when Trenton looted it.

The Governor only cares about your
vote and your leadership. Who sold you
down the river, for their personnel gain?
As proof, look at Governor Corzine’s mil-
lions of dollars in gifts to Ms. Katz or his
interview with The Star-Ledger on Octo-
ber 8, where he said he would eliminate
2,000 state employees and under-fund the
schools which would result in staff reduc-
tions and raise property and other taxes.

The more the cost of living goes up, the
more people and business will leave.

Is Mr. Christie the solution? Perhaps,
but we ask what is his plan? However,
should he have one? No doubt, he would
anger some interest group and jeopardize
his run for governor. The Republican
Party is not devoid of its problems, but we
are limited to the tools at hand.

It is obvious that we are not better off
[with Gov. Corzine] and Mr. Christie
could not do any worse. He offers the
possibility of improvement.

Maybe he can afford it, but the state
cannot afford the re-election of the Gover-
nor. However, let the winner be forewarned
that we will hold you accountable.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

‘Leadership, Not Salesmanship, Is
Demanded’ of the Mayor-Elect

I would like your readers to compare
each candidate for the mayor of Westfield
in their own words, and decide who is
better prepared to lead this town during
the next four years.

Bill Brennan has asked all voters to
view his interview and the current mayor’s
interview as recorded on The Westfield
Leader’s website. Each has their own
record of achievement and view of where
they want to lead this town in the future.

I believe, if watched, your readers will
choose Bill Brennan hands down over
Andy Skibitsky.

Mr. Brennan offers experience as a
former Westfield town judge, state pros-
ecutor and councilman. His call for action
is refreshing and needed. Bill has out-
lined, in every critical area, his view and
approach to issues. There is no mistake in
his position or question in his direct hon-
est approach to leadership.

During the recent [Monday] “Meet the
Candidates” night at town hall, Bill
Brennan answered every question asked
of him with a thoughtful, reasoned and
get-it-done approach. He outlined real
solutions to real problems.

He detailed his views on the budget, taxes,
our downtown, street repair, open govern-
ment, and working with all members of
Westfield regardless of party affiliation.

His opponent, our current mayor, seemed
unsure of his position on some issues, using
fuzzy math to explain our budget and town’s
expenses, and [was] confused at times on
the question being asked of him.

I question why Andy Skibitsky has not
attended one session of the town’s fi-
nance committee or allowed the public

access to those meetings in the last four
years. I question why Andy Skibitsky
continues to defend his administration
approach to closed government, not al-
lowing the public or press to attend com-
mittee meetings that, until recently, were
open to the public. I question why our
current mayor has spent over $2,000,000
of our town’s savings account, with no
real plan, other than raising some undis-
closed fees and fines to replace that money.
I question our mayor’s commitment to
our downtown, parking issues, reduction
of parking fines, and overall management
of our $40,000,000 town budget.

Your readers can hear for themselves
how each candidate responded to the ques-
tions asked of them on the recorded “Meet
the Candidates” night viewed on TV 36
and/or The Leader’s website.

Bill Brennan has pledged to elevate the
mayor’s office from a ceremonial posi-
tion, as practiced by the current mayor, to
a center of action and result, as we need in
these demanding times.

The stakes are too high, the future too
important to vote for the candidate with
the broad smile and easy approach to our
most difficult issues.

Leadership, not salesmanship, is de-
manded of the person elected to mayor, who
will serve us during the next four years.

Your readers should invest a little of
their time to review each candidate’s po-
sition, approach and style. At stake is
their town and their future.

I hope Bill Brennan is their choice for
the next mayor of Westfield.

Tony LaPorta
Westfield

BootCampWF Gets
One Fit Before Holidays
WESTFIELD – BootCampWF is

the premier, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program right here
in Westfield. Regardless of age, size,
gender or fitness level, anyone in or
around Westfield and looking to get
in shape, drop those pounds, build
that muscle and have fun while do-
ing it can enlist in BootCampWF.
The next session runs from October
30 to December 14.

Interested persons are invited to
visit the Westfield Running Com-
pany on Wednesday, October 28, at
8 p.m. to meet the BootCampWF
instructors. Westfield Running Com-
pany will show participants some
cold weather exercise gear and do a
shoe fitting, and CoolVines will be
on hand for some wine tasting.  All
attendees will receive discounts on
any purchases that night.

BootCampWF is a specially-de-
signed fitness program held for one
hour three days a week for six weeks.
Certified Personal Trainers Chris-
tine Taglieri and Kathy Robb de-
velop and lead all workouts, which
consist of a combination of cardio
and strength training, calisthenics,
circuit training, obstacle courses, ab-
dominal work and other fun sur-
prises. Workouts are held Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings at
6 and 9:30 a.m. in Tamaques Park by
the basketball courts.

For more information, visit
BootCampWF.com.
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BRENNAN
W i l l i a m  L

f o r  m a y o r

NEW LEADERSHIPNEW IDEAS

• IMMEDIATE ROLLBACK OF EXORBITANT $32.00 OVERTIME 
PARKING FINES

• END AGGRESSIVE TICKETING PRACTICES FOR PARKING 
VIOLATIONS

• AS OUR FORMER JUDGE I WILL INTRODUCE A PROGRAM TO 
MAKE OUR STREETS SAFE FROM SPEEDING VEHICLES TO 
PROTECT OUR CHILDREN AND PEDESTRIANS

• RESTORE A PROGRAM TO IMPROVE                                            
THE CONDITIONS OF OUR                                      
DETERIORATING ROADS

• APPOINT AN ENVIRONMENTAL                                 
COMMISSION TO ENSURE OUR                                               
TOWN IS “GREEN”

• REVAMP TOWN BUDGET PROCESS                                        
AND IMPROVE TRANSPARENCY

• IMPLEMENT SHARED                                                              
SERVICES WITH NEIGHBORING                                
COMMUNITIES

• COORDINATE A PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO IMPROVE 
OUR PLAYING FIELDS

T O  M O V E  W E S T F I E L D  F O R W A R D

Action Plan:

.

www.BrennanForMayor.net


