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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Harlem Ambassadors Thank
Westfield and Sports Boosters

Brennan’s Change for Westfield Slogan
‘Scares the Heck’ Out of Town Voter

Bill Brennan Is The Right Man
For Change in Westfield Mayorship

FW Recreation Commission
Have ‘Elevated’ Rec. Programs

On October 13, 2009, the Westfield
Athletic Booster Club hosted the Harlem
Ambassadors professional show basket-
ball team for a night of high-flying slam
dunks, hilarious comedy, and feel-good
family entertainment.

The Harlem Ambassadors would like
to extend a special thank you to event
organizers Brent Ehrman and Jeff
Plawecki who planned and promoted the
game. The Westfield Rock Pride proved
to be an energetic and enthusiastic chal-
lenging team and we thank all of the

players for their good sportsmanship. The
event would not have been possible with-
out the support and generosity of local
community sponsors, the Westfield Ath-
letic Booster Club members, and the event
volunteers.

The Harlem Ambassadors thank the
community of Westfield for its warm
hospitality and look forward to returning
to Westfield in the future!

Dale Moss, President
Harlem Ambassadors

Fort Collins, CO

Mayoral challenger Bill Brennan’s
campaign slogan “The Change Westfield
Needs” scares the heck out of me. I don’t
know about you, but change is often not
good (like luck in that regard).

What a terrible Town Westfield is,
according to Mr. Brennan. What with all
the parking problems (the town voted
down a deck not too long ago), crime
(really?), public safety (really?), and worst
of all, the mayor’s failure to attend Fi-
nance Committee meetings (oh, the hor-
ror!), our town must be a disaster! In fact,
wrong.

The challenger is a nice guy, as are
many of his supporters, but when it comes
to issues to make a big deal about, they got
nothing. The best Mr. Brennan can come
up with – the mayor has not attended
Finance Committee meetings – is a loser
because the facts are not on his side. The
fact is the town’s fiscal affairs have been
extremely well managed under Mayor
Skibitsky.

Westfield’s recent receipt of a triple A
rating from Standard and Poor’s Corp. is

the best measure of this and is a huge
accomplishment! Very few companies or
municipalities in the United States have
this highest of ratings. I could care less if
the mayor attended any Finance Commit-
tee meetings because he must be doing
something right to be awarded this high
rating. Because of this, the savings in the
interest rate our town will have to pay
when it raises debt may even be enough to
pay for Mr. Brennan’s plan to reduce the
parking fees, which would make the park-
ing department a money loser.

People of Westfield, it is choice time.
Do you want to continue with a proven
administration that has demonstrated fis-
cal responsibility and sound governance
that has made our town an enviable place
to live or do you want change to a more
activist, less fiscally responsible govern-
ment?

Let’s leave well enough alone and re-
elect Mayor Skibitsky.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

As much as I like Andy Skibitsky and
am grateful for his service, I urge voters to
abide our tradition in Westfield and limit
the length of service of any one mayor to
four years. I think it is time for some new
blood to run the town in the same way that
we changed leadership in the past, which
had a positive effect on the town. It is time
for a change and Bill Brennan is the right
man to make the changes.

We need to change the way our town is
being run. The town has a number of
boards consisting of volunteers that run
the various aspects of the government
including the Planning Board, the Board
of Adjustment and the Recreation Com-
mission. These boards greatly affect our
quality of life in Westfield and as a result
of partisan appointments are heavily Re-
publican. This means that less than half
the town is represented on these boards.

Bill Brennan will go back to the open
system we used when I was on council by
allowing all applicants to submit resumes
and picking the best candidate regardless
of party affiliation.

We also need to be really transparent
with the budget and not just claim to be
transparent. Very few people realized that
we had no capital budget last year. This

means no money allocated for trucks,
equipment, street paving, park improve-
ments and the like. For the results of such
a decision, we need only to look at the
intersection of Elm and East Broad where
asphalt patching has replaced some of the
pavers creating a shabby look that gives
the town a black eye.

This will not happen in Bill Brennan’s
administration.

We also need to avoid draining our sale
of assets account that should only be used
for capital items like replacing pavers at
Elm and East Broad; not to patch a huge
hole in the operating budget. Bill Brennan
will preserve our sale of assets account
and use it mainly to convert cash assets
into tangible assets for town use and not
operating expenses.

I have known Bill for 15 years. He was
the Westfield Municipal Judge and did an
outstanding job. He is a former prosecu-
tor and has town council experience in
East Rutherford. He is superbly qualified
to be mayor and his character is unques-
tionable. I strongly commend him to the
town.

Jack Walsh
Former Westfield Councilman

Unfortunately, the “Election Season”
becomes a time when everybody and any-
body connected to the opposition party
becomes fair game for criticism. In a
recent issue of your newspaper, the
Fanwood Recreation Commission and its
part-time director, Bob Budiansky, were
brought into question. As director of the
borough’s two municipal cable television
channels, I feel compelled to speak out.

My TV work over the past 13 years has
brought me into close contact with three
recreation directors. Far and away, Bob
Budiansky and the current commission
have elevated our recreation programs to
a much higher level. Naturally, when we
see the large number of excellent events
and activities that take place, we might
assume that Mr. Budiansky must be a
full-time employee. He is not. Bob only
receives a part-time salary.

Fortunately for Fanwood, Mr.
Budiansky provides us with the kinds of
recreation programs that you would only
expect from a full-time director. His cell
phone is always on.

Bob and the recreation commission are
always “on-call.”

Unfortunately, due to budgetary con-
straints and a lack of qualified volunteers,
Fanwood Municipal TV is extremely lim-
ited in the number of fine recreation events
we can televise.

Recently I aired recreation’s adult aero-
bics classes. Many viewers were so im-
pressed that they even wondered if they
might be watching a chorus-line rehearsal
for a Broadway show. Last fall, Mr.
Budiansky and the recreation commis-
sioners gave up a Sunday afternoon to
teach almost 100 local youngsters how to
ride two-wheeler bikes. I ended up with a
great TV show, thanks to the people of
Fanwood recreation.

During the “Election Season,” there
are always many things to be questioned,
disparaged and condemned, but Fanwood
recreation is not one of them. We owe the
commission our “thanks,” and to its di-
rector, I say, “Good job, Bob!”

George Weiss
Director, Fanwood Municipal TV

Caruana Supports
Re-election of

Mayor Skibitsky
Like most Westfield residents, I look

forward to the political season for the
opportunity it brings to review the records
of our candidates and to make choices as
to who can provide the most effective
leadership and service to our community.

For the last seven years, I have had the
great honor of serving the residents of the
First Ward, and to do so in the company
of Andy Skitibsky. As a councilman and
later as our mayor, Andy has brought
much needed managerial experience from
the private sector to Westfield govern-
ment at a very critical time in municipal
finance throughout the state.

Under Andy’s leadership, the town has
significantly cut the municipal payroll
without impacting services, has held the
line against operating budget increases,
and has reached out to other towns to
share services in the ongoing fight to
conserve tax dollars in a difficult economy
and environment of declining state aid.
The strength of Westfield’s efforts under
Mayor Skitibisky resulted in a recent AAA
rating from Standard and Poor’s on our
municipal debt.

Until recently, the mayor’s opponent
has not put forth any substantive ideas in
the finance area except to criticize the
committee system, the same committee
system that serves American citizens at
every level of democratic government. I
would have preferred to hear from him
new ideas on how to save money, raise
revenue or provide more cost-effective
government. He did offer one proposal to
lower municipal revenue, which would
be to reduce the cost of parking fines in
that any such revenue loss would then
need tax increases to fill the hole.

The mayor’s opponent recently spoke
of appointing a blue ribbon panel to study
taxes but again offers no ideas of his own
as to save tax dollars. The lack of ideas
and hollow criticism of the committee
system is hardly the kind of substance
voters are looking for in determining who
will be leading their community in these
challenging economic times. In matters
of municipal finance, Mayor Skibitsky
has earned my vote, and I hope you will
give him your support on Election Day.

Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman

Foerst Supports Loughlin for
Westfield Council, Ward 4

It has been my honor to serve as Fourth
Ward Westfield Town Councilman since
2003. We have celebrated great accom-
plishments over the past six years. To-
gether we have strengthened local zoning
laws and building codes to better protect
our neighborhoods, improved the safety
of the roads and intersections around our
schools and parks, installed turf fields for
our children, restored Westfield’s pride

in our fields and recreation areas, and
established the Rahway Avenue Train
Crossing Quiet Zone, set to begin in the
next few weeks.

These things have only been accom-
plished through teamwork between the
council, residents and town professionals.
While I will continue to serve as your
councilman, I ask that this year on Election
Day, you support Keith Loughlin for town
council and make him part of the hard
working team serving the Fourth Ward.

I have known Keith for a number of
years and have great confidence in his
ability and commitment to public service.
As councilman, Keith will help in the
efforts to control municipal spending,
improve our roads, preserve our parks,
support green technologies, work with
neighboring towns to share services and
reduce expenses, and keep Westfield a
great place for us to call home.

Most important, Keith will work tire-
lessly for the people of the Fourth Ward.
Keith is dedicated to taking care of your
concerns and is enthusiastic about serv-
ing you. He will do a fantastic job as our
next councilman and will be a valuable
asset for our Westfield community.

I encourage you to join me in support-
ing Keith Loughlin for Fourth Ward Coun-
cil on Election Day, Tuesday, November
3, 2009. For more information on Keith’s
campaign, please visit his website at
keithloughlin.com.

James Foerst
Westfield Councilman

Reporters Need to Ask
Tougher Questions at
Freeholders Debate

Hopefully with real journalists asking
questions of freeholder candidates at
tonight’s debate we’ll get more than pat
answers to those questions. What I would
ask:

1, Union County, which spends any-
where from $1.5 to $2 million on inside
counsel, sees fit to spend millions more on
special counsel to defend routine lawsuits
and provide unspecified legal services,
primarily through the Union County Im-
provement Authority (UCIA) payments to
the DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick law firm. Can’t
you hire qualified lawyers to handle this
work or is this the way you repay those
particular connected law firms?

2, Union was one of three counties,
Hudson and Passaic being the others, to
defer half of their pension payments this
year totaling $9.4 million, which would
have brought the overall tax increase to 9
percent instead of 5.3 percent. How do
you justify not funding pensions?

3, What is planned for Oak Ridge Park
in Clark and did Kemper Sports, the new
private manager of the other two courses,
recommend that Oak Ridge golf course
be closed?

4, This decade the county has priva-
tized the print shop, engineering depart-
ment and the golf courses. What’s next?

In recent freeholder debates, to pro-
vide the appearance of objectivity, out-
of-county moderators have selected ques-
tions from a partisan crowd without hav-
ing the wherewithal or inclination to elicit
utilitarian answers. We could use a change.

John Bury
Kenilworth

An Invitation to The
Candidates

Dear Candidates,
For the election edition of 10/29 of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, we invite you to write a
300-word letter to the voters (first person,
not a press release). We must receive your
letters by end of business day, Friday,
October 23. Please e-mail your letter to
editor@goleader.com.

Endorsement letters will not be printed
in the 10/29 edition. Campaign happen-
ings after the newspaper of 10/29 will be
posted for the public at goleader.com. We
will post all election results along with the
current biography information at
goleader.com/09election.

The election results will be printed in
our 11/05 edition.

Good luck in these final moments of
the campaign.

Editor’s Note: Sent to the candidates
for Governor, LD-21, LD-22, Union
County, Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Garwood

Horace Corbin
The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

For more information, see
goleader.com/help

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rog – To shake
2. Tilbury – A two-wheeled carriage

for two persons
3. Tasco – A sort of clay for making

melting pots
4. Yukkel – The green woodpecker

AMBLOSIS
1. A condition causing swelling or bloat-

ing of the abdomen
2. Abortion or miscarriage
3. Sleepwalking
4. Alcohol poisoning

TRIBADISM
1. Acting like a heroic champion; in a

knightly fashion
2. The state of being worldly; mundane
3. Obesity
4. Lesbianism

DEDUIT
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Delight; sport
3. To cheat or defraud
4. Diminish in importance

TREPHA
1. A kind of weak cider
2. Muddy, turbid, thick
3. Fearful, threatening sound
4. Food that is not kosher

‘All The King’s Men’
And a Dozen Days to Go

This week saw President Barack Obama, former
President Bill Clinton and Vice-President Joe Biden
in New Jersey. Were they here to help with the state’s
financial malaise, rising unemployment, slumping
business, overwhelming property taxes, crime, cor-
ruption...? Err…no. They were here to tell us how
good everything is in New Jersey and why we should
re-elect Governor Jon Corzine.

Presumably, these celebrity fundraisers have suf-
ficiently fattened the coffers for the final push in the
campaign. Election Day is just 12 days away.

Normally, a candidate such as Mr. Corzine,
outspending his opponent by millions of dollars, is
in the enviable position sufficiently postured to buy
an election. It took $65 million for the governor to
buy his first election for U.S. Senator against Bob
Franks in 2000. Although he almost lost to Con-
gressman Franks back then, Mr. Corzine proved that
if you spend enough and spread around sufficient
“street money,” the election is there for the taking.

In 2000, the world and all its computers made it
through the Y2K scare pretty much unscathed, with
the real winners being all of those computer consult-
ants who spent the months leading up to midnight on
December 31 making sure everyone’s PCs were
immune to any fatal bugs. Yet, the new millennium
also brought us new leaders in New Jersey. Are we
suffering the legacy of fatal bugs from then? It’s
2009 now — Are we better off?

Since then, and with the State Constitution be
damned, we’ve bumbled through “bait and switches”:
first with Senator Robert Torricelli charged with
corruption switched out for a resurrected Senator
Frank Lautenberg in 2002; second State Senator
Joseph Suliga was switched out for Nicholas Scutari
after Sen. Suliga resigned upon his arrest in Atlantic

City (followed by his unfortunate demise outside of
a Go-Go joint in Linden). Then, there was Governor
Jim McGreevey’s internationally infamous “I’m Gay,
and I Resign” speech of August 2004.

It wasn’t the governor being a homosexual that
shocked most back then – it was the litany of con-
temptible and scandalous acts by Governor
McGreevey, including naming his boyfriend and
lover, Golan Cipel, as head of the state homeland
security division, and at a time when the nation was
under siege by terrorists following the attacks of 9/
11. Mr. Cipel had no credentials and could not even
obtain a security clearance from the federal govern-
ment.

Before then, there was Governor Christie Whitman
who thought it would be slick to defer payments to
the pension system. Everyone else since then thought
it was a great idea too — and has continued the
practice through this day. Now we’re $40 billion in
debt for the pension fund.

The mind-boggling stories of New Jersey politics
go on and on. The recent “Jersey Roundup” of
dozens of corrupt officials has become Ho-Hum.
The real stories are better than the “Sopranos.”

So, here we are. Now what? There are just a dozen
days to go. We will elect a governor who will not
receive a majority of the votes. Independent candi-
date Chris Daggett, AKA Ross Perot, is likely to
garner 10 percent of the votes as Chris Christie and
Jon Corzine seem locked in a dead heat for the
remainder of the tallies. After it’s all over, the only
important thing is who will be most likely, if anyone,
to lead us in ending the downward spiral of New
Jersey fortunes?

If it sounds like we’re frustrated, you’re correct.
But we think we’re not alone.

See more letters on page 5

Please submit your Ads
and articles early next
week because of the
special election
edition.

Would Sale of County Trash
Burner Lower Cost to the Public?

The Union County Freeholders are looking to
either extend the lease or sell the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility (UCRRF), more com-
monly known as the county’s garbage incinerator.
The trash burner, which was built in Rahway over a
decade ago, also produces electricity.

In 1997, all municipalities in the county were
offered a $50 per ton tipping fee to dump at the
facility if they signed 25-year contracts. Towns like
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood did not sign
on because this would have required that garbage
collection be included in municipal taxes, thus re-
quiring a bidding process for town-wide contracts
that would likely put local area carters out of busi-
ness.

The county’s tipping fee, which was approxi-
mately $85 per ton at the time, was dropped follow-
ing a federal court ruling in South Jersey that found
the state’s waste management regulations, which

mandated that New Jersey-generated trash stay in
the state, violated the interstate commerce section of
the United States Constitution. Prior to that, the
county required that all county-generated trash be
disposed of at the Rahway burner.

In a press release last week by the county, Union
County Utilities Authority Chairman Ed Kahn said,
“In these economic times, we have an obligation to
explore any source of revenue, which will provide
lower cost options to the citizens of the county.”

According to the release, the “Board of Chosen
Freeholders hopes to identify additional sources of
revenue from Covanta (the operator of the UCRRF)
or other qualified firms, which would be used for
property tax relief in the county.”

We agree that this seems like a good idea to
explore. However, would it result in increased end
user costs just for the sake of augmenting county
government revenue?


