
Page 2  Thursday, October 22, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Host of the

LIVE LIFE artistically

Co-Sponsored by

300 Meadow Lakes     |    East Windsor, NJ 08520     |    www.meadowlakesonline.org

Experience a celebration of the arts in an atmosphere of creativity and inspiration. 
From painting to music, literary expression to computer art, Meadow Lakes 
residents enjoy artistic appreciation of every kind. 

Because of our dedication to the arts, we are proud to host the NJ State Senior 
Art Show celebrating Arts and Humanities Month. We invite you to be our guest 
for a special guided tour of the show along with a tour of Meadow Lakes.
Refreshments will be served.

A full-service retirement community

JOIN US

Friday, October 23rd

Tour begins at 10:00 a.m.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

County Looks to Sell or
Extend Incinerator Lease

ELIZABETH —The County of
Union has directed the Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) to ex-
plore new opportunities that could
involve the potential for a sale, or
extended lease of the Union County
Resource Recovery Facility
(UCRRF), better know as the county’s
trash incinerator.

The UCRRF, located in Rahway,
currently generates electricity while
disposing of all municipal solid waste
generated in Union County.

The freeholders’ board recently
received a briefing in executive ses-
sion from the UCUA, which governs
the facility, concerning “significant
national and international business
interest in exploring opportunities in
waste management,” according to a
press release issued by the county’s
public information department.

The facility is currently leased and
operated by Covanta Energy of Union,
Inc. and the county freeholders hope
to identify additional sources of rev-
enue from Covanta or other qualified
firms, which would be used for prop-
erty tax relief in the county.

The UCUA has been instructed to
meet with Covanta and other quali-
fied companies to discuss the possi-
bility of a lease extension, or sale.
Any such discussions will have to be
conducted in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Local Public Con-
tract Law and the New Jersey Solid
Waste Management Act, according
to the county press release.

A private sector owner could avail
themselves of Federal tax investment
credits, which enhances the value of
the asset to the private sector. The
county, as a governmental entity, can-
not qualify for the tax credits.

County Manager George Devanney
has recommended a “thorough and
diligent” exploration to the board of a
sale or lease of the UCRRF.

“This is a win-win situation for
taxpayers and those who use the fa-
cility to dispose of their waste,” Mr.
Devanney said. “We have an asset
that has reached peak value and has
become more attractive to a private
sector operation and, in this economic
environment, we owe it to our tax-
payers to explore a plan which could
provide additional tax relief.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
agreed. “In meeting with the admin-
istration, the freeholders are always
open to an opportunity to provide tax
relief while guaranteeing that our
municipalities maintain low disposal
rates at the Resource Recovery Facil-
ity,” Mr. Mirabella said.

The state originally mandated all

21 of New Jersey’s county govern-
mental entities to build their own
incinerators during the early 1990s.
The UCRRF began operation in 1994.

According to the county, the aver-
age cost of municipal solid waste
disposal in the Union County in 1995
was $120 per ton. In 2008, the aver-
age cost was $75 per ton.

“The taxpayers of the county have
already realized well in excess of
$100 million in savings when com-
pared with other waste disposal op-
tions in the 15 years UCRRF has been
in operation,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Ed Kahn, UCUA chairman, stated
that “the process which the freeholder
board has assigned to the authority
will enable the county to further un-
derstand both the value and the future
of the Resource Recovery Facility as
an asset. In these economic times, we
have an obligation to explore any
source of revenue which will provide
lower cost options to the citizens of
the county.”

At the UCRRF, municipal solid
waste is burned at high temperatures
in combustion chambers and the heat
is used to generate steam, which drives
a turbine to produce 45 mega watts of
clean, renewable electricity, enough
to satisfy energy needs of 35,000
homes annually, according to county
officials.

RAIN WON’T STOP US...Undeterred by rain this past Sunday, the Union
County Republicans hosted an indoor version of their annual miniature golf
tournament at the home of Union County Chairman Phil Morin in Cranford.
Pictured, at the event, from left to right, are: Union County GOP Freeholder
candidates Anthony Sytko and Nicole Cole, Surrogate candidate Arthur Zapolski,
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit) and Assembly Republican
Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).

GOP Release: Skibitsky for Westfield Mayor

Why I Am Seeking A Second Term
By definition, those who enter pub-

lic service are there to serve the pub-
lic. I’ve been a part of public service
to Westfield’s municipal government
since 2002 and was elected mayor in
November 2005 by promising to im-
prove communication and streamline
municipal services. I’m running for a
second term because of my love for
this town, but I wouldn’t be seeking
or deserving of a second term if
Westfield wasn’t a better place from
the time when I first took
office.

Improved Communica-
tion: I wanted more trans-
parency and better com-
munication in Westfield.
That required a change to
the present dialog between
municipal government and
its citizens. I introduced
the model of a budget pre-
sentation directly to citizens at coun-
cil meetings. We now post the presen-
tation on the town’s website and in-
clude a letter with each tax bill that
summarizes “Where Does Your Tax
Dollar Go?” I initiated Saturday morn-
ing office hours in which hundreds of
citizens have met with me one-on-
one. We’ve also implemented the
Honeywell Instant Alert Plus emer-
gency communication service.

Town Budget: Every year of my term
the Finance Committee and I have chal-
lenged each budgeted line item with the
goal of minimizing town property taxes.
During my term, departmental operat-
ing budgets have increased by only
$60,000. Our efforts to trim costs and
maintain a balanced budget have been
well worth it. This past July, Standard
and Poor’s (S&P) assigned its highest
credit rating, “AAA,” to Westfield. My
focus will continue to be on spending
our tax dollars as wisely and efficiently
as possible.

Municipal Services: Working with
the town council, department offi-
cials and many dedicated employees,
we have truly improved municipal
services. The police department re-
cently completed a major communi-
cations upgrade to its facility, result-
ing in a modern emergency services
dispatch center.

We completed the merger and
reconfiguration of parking Lots 1 and
8. We also moved employee permit
parking to lesser-used areas and were
able to provide over 120 new short-
term parking spaces for shoppers and
diners right in the heart of the downtown
area. Parking improvements were also
made to commuter lot 3 and the South
Avenue corridor project has started.

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety: Traf-
fic safety has been improved by work-
ing with residents through the Public

Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee. By first identifying traffic
“hot spots,” vetting possible corrective
actions, and then implementing the
improvements, the program has worked
quite well. We’ve addressed traffic con-
trols near McKinley, Jefferson and Wil-
son School areas. Resurfacing of Wil-
low Grove Road and restriping pedes-
trian crossings in and around Tamaques
Elementary School are complete. Po-
lice presence has also been increased

and more efficient enforce-
ment measures have been
implemented.

Recreation Improve-
ments: We installed state-of-
the-art synthetic turf at
Houlihan and Sid Fey ath-
letic fields and completed a
major facility upgrade with
a new and expanded com-
munity pool facility. Most

importantly the cost of the pool will be
paid for from membership revenues,
not from property taxes. Other facility
improvements include roof and interior
renovations to the Memorial Library,
and the Mindowaskin Park and Clark
Park Gazebos.

Residential Improvements: Cre-
ation of the Land Use Task Force,
whose recommendations are now be-
ing made part of the town’s master
plan. I’ve also started a “Westfield
First” initiative that encourages resi-
dents to shop and dine in Westfield.
This way you not only support our
local merchants and service provid-
ers; you also contribute to the protec-
tion of the unique character and con-
tinued vitality of the downtown area.
The Rahway Avenue Quiet Zone
project will soon be started.

My decision to seek a second term
is largely due to my admiration of
Westfield, but I’m really proud of all
the work we’ve all accomplished. I
want to build upon the successes of
the past and look forward to serving
Westfield’s citizens, business owners
and employees for a second term.

Freeholders Cand.
Forum Tonight in CF
CRANFORD — The Union

County Council of the League of
Women Voters will sponsor its an-
nual candidates night for candidates
for county surrogate and for the Board
of Chosen Freeholders tonight, Octo-
ber 22, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Cranford Municipal Building.

The format for freeholders has been
changed to include a panel of three
reporters to pose questions of the
seven freeholder candidates. The re-
porters include Paul Peyton, assign-
ment editor for The Westfield Leader,
Leslie Murray of the Cranford
Chronicle and Michael Shapiro of
the Alternative Press.

The candidates for freeholder in-
clude Democrats, incumbents Al
Mirabella and Deborah Scanlon and
newcomer Mohamed Jalloh; Repub-
licans, Anthony Sytko and Nicole
Cole; and independent candidates
Hope Thompson and Karen Gielsen.
Surrogate candidates are incumbent
James LaCorte, a Democrat, and Re-
publican challenger Art Zapolski.
They will not pose opening questions
but will make statements.

GOP Release: Loughlin for WF Council

Loughlin Unveils Environmental Plan
As a candidate for Westfield’s

Fourth Ward Town Council, each
week I speak with numerous resi-
dents as I walk door-to-door in our
neighborhoods. As a result, over
the past weeks’ issues, I have been
able to detail the plan that I will
enact for our town as your next
councilman.

In addition to my previous ideas,
my plan for Westfield also includes a
strong commitment to supporting
environmental initiatives. As a mem-
ber of the library’s board of trustees,
our board has approved the installa-
tion of solar panels on the library’s
roof.

Once completed, the solar panels
will lower our town’s energy bill,
conserve resources and save our tax-

payers’ money. I will work to install
solar panels on other municipal fa-
cilities and with the board of educa-
tion to increase savings and promote
green technologies.

In addition, I will explore the
installation of motion-detector
lighting on our parks and fields to
reduce the light pollution affecting
the neighboring streets during pe-
riods of field inactivity. I also sup-
port expanding the Walking School
Bus program to encourage more
children to walk to school and
thereby reduce the amount of con-
gestion at our schools and sur-
rounding streets.

I support environmentally respon-
sible initiatives. I will work for
Westfield to attain Sustainable Jer-
sey certification so that our town
will qualify for additional state grants
to save money and improve our envi-
ronment. I encourage residents to
visit the sustainablejersey.com
website to learn more about this pro-
gram.

In the weeks leading up to Elec-
tion Day, I will continue to walk in
our neighborhoods to meet our resi-
dents and earn your vote on Novem-
ber 3.

 As always, if you have any ques-
tions, would like more information,
or would like to show your support
by wearing our orange T-shirt, please
visit my website at
keithloughlin.com.

House OKs $500,000 for County
Emergency Operations Center

WASHINGTON – The House has
given its final approval of Rep.
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) $500,000
request for enhancements to Union
County’s Emergency Operations Cen-
ter (EOC). The U.S. Senate is ex-
pected to give its final approval of the
legislation within days and the bill,
sponsored by  Rep. Lance,  will then
be sent to President Barack Obama
for his signature.

County officials said the funds
would expand the capabilities of the
EOC to connect with each municipal

police, fire and emergency manage-
ments office, and also to serve as a
redundant center to Union County
Fire Mutual Aid and all 21 municipal
departments during an emergency.

 The project includes the purchase
of two new banks of radios to expand
communications, three additional con-
soles to outfit each station, four new
computers for each position, a new
LCD monitor, and new FCC licensing
for each radio frequency. Also included
is a backup generator and training for
the communications center personnel.

Andy Skibitsky


