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Correction
A front-page headline in the Sep-

tember 24 issue of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times regarding coverage
of the Board of Education should
have stated that the BOE was accept-
ing applications for a Fanwood seat
vacancy on the board until October
20.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Tuesday, October 13, Alena Minatee,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Tuesday, October 13, Shahab Sheikh,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Wednesday, October 14, Emmanuel
Hooper, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with theft after police re-
sponded to a call from a Westfield Av-
enue store reporting the theft of money.
According to police, an investigation de-
termined that Hooper had taken the money.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, October 14, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that some-
one removed a decoration, valued at ap-
proximately $150, from the front of her
apartment.

Saturday, October 17, a resident of
Myrtle Avenue reported that someone
attempted to enter his motor vehicle while
it was parked in front of his house. Au-
thorities said the attempt was unsuccess-
ful.

Saturday, October 17, a resident of
Elizabeth Avenue reported that her neigh-
bor has been harassing her for weeks by
yelling insults at her and her family.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 13, James H. Gabriel,

45, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a grocery store in the
100 block of South Avenue. He was trans-
ported to headquarters, where he was
processed and released with a summons.

Wednesday, October 14, Joseph D.
Clark, 26, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood after
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, October 15, a resident of
Maclennan Place reported that sometime
between 6 p.m. on Wednesday, October
14, and 8 a.m. on October 15, someone
entered his motor vehicle, which was
unlocked in the driveway, and removed
several personal papers, credit cards and
his driver’s license from the vehicle. Ac-
cording to police, authorities have traced
fraudulent activity on the credit cards in
Plainfield and an investigation into the
matter is ongoing.

Thursday, October 15, a resident of the
200 block of South Martine Avenue re-
ported that someone entered his unlocked
vehicle when it was parked in his drive-
way and rummaged through the vehicle.
According to police, it is uncertain if
anything was removed from the vehicle.

Friday, October 16, at approximately
6:11 p.m., the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment received a 9-1-1 call from the NJ
Transit Authority to report that express
train number 5737, traveling from New-
ark Penn Station to High Bridge had struck
an object, which the conductor believed
to be a man and a dog. According to
police, authorities responded to the scene,
located in the 100 block of South Avenue,
and were met by train personnel, at which
time the bodies of David M. Cavelli, 49,
of Scotch Plains and his Rottweiller were
found. An investigation by Fanwood po-
lice and the NJ Transit police determined
that the train was traveling at approxi-
mately 85 m.p.h. when the accident oc-
curred, and tests of the train’s emergency
signals determined that they were work-
ing at the time.

Approximately 400 passengers disem-
barked in Plainfield, where a rescue train
took them to their final destination.

Sunday, October 18, Deborah A.
Rivera, 36, of Scotch Plains was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of Fanwood
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Westfield
Tuesday, October 13, a resident of the

400 block of Elm Street reported the
apparent theft of a pair of diamond ear-
rings, valued at $31,000, from her home.
There were no signs of forced entry.

Wednesday, October 14, Amadi T.
Thiam, 24, of Westfield was arrested at
West Grove Street and Boulevard during
an investigation subsequent to a motor
vehicle stop. He was charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) over 50 grams, possession
of CDS with intent to distribute and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. Thiam was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
$2,500 bail.

Wednesday, October 14, a resident of
the 600 block of Fourth Avenue reported
that her leased motor vehicle was dam-
aged through an act of criminal mischief
while parked in a municipal lot behind
stores along East Broad Street. The ve-
hicle was apparently scratched with a
key.

Thursday, October 15, Michael Dorn,
31, of Lakewood was arrested on an out-
standing Medford Township traffic war-
rant in the amount of $114. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released on his own recog-
nizance as per the Medford Township

Police Department.
Thursday, October 15, a resident of the

100 block of Effingham Place reported
the theft of multiple pieces of jewelry
from her home. The missing items in-
cluded one pair of large gold hoop ear-
rings, valued at $250; one pair of small
gold hoop earrings, valued at $200; one
gold wedding band, valued at $999; one
white gold necklace with diamonds, val-
ued at $1,000, and one white gold pen-
dant, valued at $500.

Thursday, October 15, Fallon
McGough, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Roselle traffic warrant
in the amount of $81 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Lenox Av-
enues. McGough was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, October 16, Jason Cummings,
36, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Union Township traffic warrant
in the amount of $765 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at Gallows Hill Road and St.
Marks Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Union Police De-
partment.

Friday, October 16, a resident of the
400 block of Edgar Road reported that
someone unknown spray-painted green
lettering on his fence.

Saturday, October 17, Nicholas T.
Mancinelli, 27, of Westfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Prospect Street and
charged with criminal trespass and crimi-
nal mischief. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and pro-
cessed. Bail was set at $7,500. Mancinelli
was unable to post bail and was commit-
ted to the Union County jail.

Sunday, October 18, Briana Gardin,
31, of Newark was arrested on a Jersey
City warrant at East South and Central
Avenues. Westfield police made the ar-
rest after receiving a complaint from NJ
Transit that Gardin, a passenger on a
Transit bus, was behaving in a disorderly
fashion. Gardin was released on her own
recognizance with an October 21 court
date per the Jersey City Police Depart-
ment.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 14, an officer re-

sponded to a report of a disturbance at a
Bristol Road school and was informed by
the principal that a 13-year-old emotion-
ally disturbed student was upset and an-
gry and had threatened to harm and to kill
other students before fleeing the build-
ing. According to police, the parent of the
juvenile was contacted and gave authori-
ties permission to transport her to Over-
look Hospital for a psychological evalu-
ation.

Wednesday, October 14, a borough
woman reported that her husband, who
suffers from dementia, left their resi-
dence and took her purse along with
him. According to police, the wife found
her husband walking along Central
Avenue, at which time he stated that he
put the purse down because it was too
heavy. The purse contained multiple
credit cards, which were cancelled,
along with her driver’s license and ap-
proximately $100 in cash, authorities
reported. A search of the area was un-
successful in recovering the missing
purse.

Thursday, October 15, Christian P.
Cyriaque, 40, of Garner, N.C. was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22, West, at Lawrence Avenue and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and consumption of an alcoholic
beverage in a vehicle. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Take notice, the following vehicle which
was listed in the September 10, 2009
Public Notice for the Township of Scotch
Plains Public Auction,

Ford 1997
1FMDU35P3VEA17645 $6540.00

is to be amended to:
Ford 1997

1FMDU35P3VZA17645 $6540.00
1 T - 10/22/09, The Times Fee: $10.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION: FAMILY PART

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO.: FM-20-1283-09-B

CIVIL ACTION SUMMONS

ANGEL D. ROSADO
122 Prospect Street, Apt 1
Roselle, New Jersey 07203

(908) 259-5158
Attorney for Plaintiff (pro se)

ANGEL D. ROSADO, PLAIN-
TIFF V. NIUSKA A. ROSADO,
DEFENDANT

From the State of New Jersey to the
above named defendant:

The Plaintiff, named above, has filed a
lawsuit against you in the Superior Court
of New Jersey. The complaint attached to
this summons states the basis for this
lawsuit. If you dispute this complaint, you
or your attorney must file a written answer
or motion and proof of service with the
Family Part of the Superior Court in the
county listed above within 35 days from
the date you receive this summons, not
counting the date you received it.

The filing office address is: Superior
Court Family Part, Dissolution New An-
nex, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey 07027.

A filing fee payable to “Treasurer, State
of New Jersey” must accompany your
answer or motion when it is filed. You must
also send a copy of your answer or motion
to plaintiff’s attorney whose name and
address appears above, or to plaintiff, if no
attorney is named above. A telephone call
will not protect your rights; you must file
and serve a written answer (with fee of
$135.00) if you want the court to hear your
defense. If you do not file and serve a
written answer or motion within 35 days,
the court may enter a judgement against
you for the relief plaintiff demands.

If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may call the Legal Services office at (908)
354-4340. If you do not have an attorney
and are not eligible for free legal assis-
tance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling the Lawyer Referral
Service at (908) 353-4715.

DONALD F. PHELAN
Clerk of the Superior Court

Dated: October 19, 2009
1 T - 10/22/09, The Leader Fee: $46.92

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW IT WAS ONCE DONE...Joan Barna prepares the chicken for the fireplace
roaster as Arlene Loong measures the length of string needed to hold the poultry
in place at the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield Saturday during Union
County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend event.

forced to leave town. “We want to
keep people in town and stop the for-
sale signs going up everywhere,” she
said.

On the matter of downtown devel-
opment, Mrs. Mullen said she did not
favor the creation last year of the
Special Improvement District (SID)
because of the number of business
and commercial property owners op-
posing its establishment and what
she called the “$400 tax” imposed on
all commercial properties to finance
the SID’s operations. “More needs to
be done to attract people to down-
town,” she told The Times. “I don’t
know if the SID was the right idea at
the time.” She believes more could
have been done to find common
ground between those backing the
SID and those opposing it.

The full video interview with Mrs.
Mullen can be seen at goleader.com.
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Valian, Dolce Interview
year,” said Ms. Dolce, explaining the
annual budget process. “When we
did the 2008 budget, we did it looking
ahead to what was potentially going
to occur in 2009, which is why we
took a proactive approach and did
our…personnel reductions, because
we knew it was going to be difficult in
2008 and even more difficult in 2009.”

“I’m proud of the fact that we had
very modest increases – less than
one-half of 1 percent – in our expen-
ditures going into 2009, because of
the actions we took in 2008,” she
added.

Ms. Dolce said extraordinary aid from
the state, which the borough did not
receive this year, is “always a gamble,”
but worth pursuing in an effort to lessen
the burden on taxpayers.

The candidates also discussed lo-
cal government efforts to increase
revenues, among them the council’s
decision last year to raise daily and
yearly parking fees.

“We didn’t do it so dramatically
that we [drove them away],” Mr.
Valian said of the parking fee in-
crease. “If you take an average of
some of the towns, Westfield included,
we’re below what they are. We’re still
in a very low area of the range, so
people are very interested in parking
in Fanwood, but it’s definitely a high-
end part of our revenue.”

On the topic of downtown redevel-
opment in the borough, the candi-
dates were asked their response to
comments made by the Fanwood
Republican ticket during a Times in-
terview on September 24.

The Republicans blamed the cur-
rent council for causing delays in
redevelopment. Mr. Manduca said
revenues “should be two or three times
higher than they are right now,” which
he attributed to “some inept govern-
ment interference in the development
process.”

The GOP candidates specifically
cited delays in development of the
borough’s Livingston-Wilbor and
Dean Oil sites, which involve ad-
dressing concerns from the state De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP).

“Those environmental issues are
going to be there no matter who is
handling it,” countered Mr. Valian,
noting that the DEP has certain poli-
cies and time agendas not controlled

project” whether a merger is in the
borough’s future, “We have a great
history here in Fanwood of doing
shared services” at the municipal and
county level, adding that it’s “one of
the reasons I’m seeking a third term
on the council.”

Mr. Manduca said he would “make
sure” sharing services “makes sense,”
and put major shared services deci-
sions “to a vote” by the residents.

Mr. Szuch said, “The only way to
make heads or tails of this issue is to
see what the results of the study are.”
However, he said, “Sharing the ser-
vices of our police department may
not be best for Fanwood.”

The debate concluded after three-
minute closing statements from each
candidate.

Mr. Valian said, “I originally ran
[for borough council] because I
wanted to make a difference in the
community, and I still believe that I
can; I understand the needs of our
residents.” He also said, “I’m proud
to have been a part of some of the
great improvements we have had,”
pointing to redevelopment and ex-
panded recreation programs.
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Fanwood Debates

complete the cogeneration facility.
Work on this portion of the project is
currently stalled awaiting evaluation
of the exhaust system.

A string of backfires in the ex-
haust systems of the engines and the
resulting damage has forced the au-
thority to hire a specialty engineer-
ing firm, Waldron Engineering and
Construction of Exeter, N.H., to per-
form a stress analysis on the exhaust
system. A disagreement had recently
arisen between the designers of the
exhaust system and Caterpillar,
which manufactured the four en-
gines. The cost of the review is esti-
mated at $12,800 and may be recov-
ered by charge-backs against the
system designers.

In his report, Mr. Hak stated that
he had filed a motion to dismiss
Clark’s lawsuit to rescind or reform
the authority’s 1995 operating agree-
ment. A hearing is set for Monday,
November 9. Most member munici-
palities have joined the authority’s
motion.

The authority has received re-
sponses from several suppliers on
many of their 2010 requirements.
Most of these responses are currently
being reviewed by the authority’s
counsel and will be voted on at the
authority’s November 23 meeting.

SP-F BOE Hears Proposed
District Goals, Test Scores

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes presented pro-
posed district goals for 2009-2010 during
Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education (BOE) meeting.

The first goal would be to meet or
exceed the federal government’s No Child
Left Behind benchmarks, while creating
plans that ensure students acquire the
state’s Core Curriculum Content Stan-
dards knowledge and skills. It would in-
clude creating professional development
sessions for teachers, focused on student
assessment data and assessing the district’s
success in meeting Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) benchmarks, she said.

The second goal would be to develop a
technology plan for 2010-2013 and con-
tinue upgrades. The third, she said, would
be to develop service-learning and global
awareness, and would include identify-
ing a non-European language and creat-
ing a plan for it in the curriculum. In
addition, she said, each school would
explore a service-learning project and
create an implementation plan. The dis-
trict would create a plan to introduce
global studies into the K-12 curriculum.

The last goal would involve creating a
task force to explore organization im-
provements for the middle schools and
developing a report on the desired changes.

Several board members and the public
commended the proposed goals.

“I’m glad to see the strategic plan was
put to good use,” said Rona Goldberg of
Scotch Plains. “It looks like things are
going in the right direction.”

The BOE will vote on the proposed
goals at its next public meeting tonight,
October 22.

The BOE also heard the 2009 NJ ASK
and HSPA testing results in a presenta-
tion by Joan Mast, supervisor of instruc-
tion and technology. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) students were compared
to other students in the state, as well as
students in the district’s same District

Factor Grouping (DFG), which, Ms. Mast
said, represents a measure of a
community’s relative socioeconomic sta-
tus. SP-F is part of DFG I. Local towns or
cities also in DFG I include Westfield,
Cranford and Berkeley Heights, among
others.

“Our students are doing well,” Ms.
Mast said. “We’re performing close to, or
above, the DFG.”

In the NJ ASK, students in grades 3 and
4 scored approximately 10 points lower
in Language Arts than they did in 2008,
but Ms. Mast pointed out that this was a
statewide trend since the test scoring was
recently changed. In both grade levels,
SP-F had a higher percentage of students
scoring proficient than the state. In grades
5 through 7, total SP-F language arts
scores rose from 2008. She said there was
a slight drop in the eighth grade for total
percentage of students scoring proficient.
SP-F language arts scores rose in 2009 in
the HSPA test.

In the NJ ASK math test, there was a
drop in scores in grades 3 and 4, but Ms.
Mast said this also followed the statewide
trend because there was a change in scor-
ing this year. In grades 5, 7 and 8, SP-F
scores rose in math. In grade 6, there was
a slight drop from 87.7 percent proficient
in math in 2008 to 87.3 in 2009. SP-F
math scores dropped on the HSPA from
90.7 percent proficient in 2008 to 86.6
percent proficient in 2009, but were well
above the total state scores.

Ms. Mast said the SP-F scores were
comparable to others in the same DFG.

In the NJ ASK science test, taken only
by fourth and eighth graders, SP-F stu-
dents also scored similarly to other stu-
dents in DFG I.

These results reflected all students and
included both special-education and gen-
eral-education students. This year, the
results included not only a comparison to
the DFG, but also longitudinal results so
districts can assess how the same students
are progressing over time.

“When the curriculum committee saw
these results, we were really impressed,”
board Vice President Nancy Bauer said.
“The district can be really proud of that
work that’s been going on.”

Board member Donald Parisi said that
he wanted to compare the district’s per-
pupil expenditure to similar schools. He
compared SP-F to 34 similar school sys-
tems (grades K-12) and estimated that
only five of those schools have a lower
per-pupil expenditure than SP-F. He esti-
mated that SP-F spends $11,903 per stu-
dent, while the average for those similar
schools is $12,960.

“We were really proud of this,” Mr.
Parisi said. “These results, academically,
compared with how we’re getting there
financially, prove the value is there.”

The BOE discussed special-education
programs at Park Middle and McGinn
Elementary Schools. The Park program
was created to keep students in-district
who may have had to go out-of-district in
the past, Director of Special Services
Tom Beese said. The McGinn program, a
complement to the School One program,
will also keep more students in-district
with their non-classified peers, he said.

The BOE discussed the preschool dis-
ability program at Coles Elementary
School and the elimination of a preschool
disability program at Brunner and Ever-
green Elementary Schools. Mr. Beese
explained that some preschool disabled
classes were eliminated at Brunner and
moved to Coles, and that the program
changed to have more integrated pre-
school classes. Mr. Beese said that there
were no reductions in the program, but
reductions were made to the educational
environment for some students by plac-
ing some classified students with non-
classified peers, if appropriate. The board
will vote on the submission of requests
for these changes at its next meeting.

Pamela Oster, who said that her son
was in one of these programs, asked dur-
ing the public comment portion why par-
ents “were not told about the changes
prior to it happening.” Mr. Beese encour-
aged her to contact him and said he would
talk to her in private, as he does not
discuss individual cases in public.

Board President Trip Whitehouse said
that the application deadline for the
Fanwood board seat left vacant by the
recent resignation of Sasha Slocum has
now passed. The BOE will interview can-
didates and appoint one to fill the vacancy
on Tuesday, October 27.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YANKEE FANS...Merry Wisler, left, of the League of Women Voters and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr discuss the playoffs during the Fanwood Candi-
dates Forum Tuesday night.
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Mullen

by municipal governments.
He said the governing body also

would like to see redevelopment fur-
ther along, but that “we are in a finan-
cial climate that doesn’t allow, in a lot
of cases, for money to be given out.”

“I can guarantee you that we’re not
blocking anything,” he continued.
“What we’re doing is we’re pushing
this forward as hard as we can, be-
cause that’s the only thing we have an
interest in – bringing these ratables
into our budget and allowing us to
help all the taxpayers and lower the
actual cost everybody has to pay.”

“We have two gorgeous new build-
ings downtown; those are two new
developments we would not have had,
had not been there for 30 years,”
added Ms. Dolce. “We have propos-
als for two additional pieces of prop-
erty – the townhouses that will be
built…for the Station Mews, and the
corner spot on Martine and South that
is also in the developer’s hands.” She
said the developer is aware of the
council’s timeline, by which the com-
pany must begin some kind of con-
struction or demolition.

“Action will take place as it is ne-
cessitated to take place, and it will be
done right, rather than just to be done,”
she stated.

The candidates were asked their
opinions of a push by the state for
small towns to merge school districts
and consolidate in other ways. Ms.
Dolce responded that Fanwood pres-
ently is not being pressured to merge,
which she said primarily was because
it already maintains a shared school
district with Scotch Plains.

Saying Fanwood “has an extraor-
dinary record of sharing services,”
she added that the borough shares a
board of health with Westfield, pub-
lic works with other entities, and ath-
letic fields with Scotch Plains.

“We’re a very open community,
very open leadership in trying to find
the best resources, and in exchange
we also provide services,” she said,
noting that Fanwood’s tax collector
works part-time in Scotch Plains.
“Sharing means you take some, you
give some… So, that’s where
Fanwood has been very open about
what we can give, what we can get
back in return, and how it can benefit
not only our community, but the com-
munity we’re sharing with.”

Mr. Manduca noted that, “our taxes
have doubled in five years.” He said
the current council “couldn’t stop your
taxes from going up, but I can; I
promise to look at things…with a
hard eye.” Mr. Manduca added, “We
can move forward as soon as we stop
going in the wrong direction.”

In her closing remarks, Ms. Dolce
said being elected to the council is
“the highest calling of volunteer ser-
vice that I can give to my commu-
nity.” She said, “I want to expand and
enhance collaborative work” with
neighboring towns and the county,
and added, “I have been called one of
the hardest working council mem-
bers.”

Mr. Szuch said, “I want to keep the
Democratic process vibrant in
Fanwood,” suggesting that the Demo-
cratic Party “machine” is “fully en-
trenched” in the borough. “We need
to work together to make Fanwood as
great as it can be,” he said.

TV-35, the local public access cable
channel, videotaped the debate and
will continue to air it on a rotating
basis as part of its programming lead-
ing up to Election Day.

Bd. OKs $1.2-Mil. Contract
For Central Intersections

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Thurs-
day approved a $1.2-million contract to
Daudone Electric of Newark to complete
improvements at eight intersections along
the Central Avenue corridor in Westfield
and Clark.

“This is a major project for us,” said
Westfield Councilman David Haas. “It
will connect two communities that share
one elementary school with a pedestrian-
activated crosswalk, which will allow
those kids to stay after school and do
after-school programs and play with kids
that are in their classrooms that live on the
other side of Central Avenue.”

According to Joseph Graziano, direc-
tor of the department of engineering and
public works, construction will include
the upgrade and modernization of signal-
ized intersections from East Broad Street
in Westfield to Raritan Road in Clark.

The work will include the upgrade of
traffic signal equipment at the intersec-
tions of Central Avenue and Park Street/
Cacciola Place, Grove Street and with
Clifton Street/Sycamore Street and equip-
ment upgrades at the intersection of Cen-
tral Avenue with Raritan Road in Clark.
A new pedestrian signal and school cross-
ing will be installed between the intersec-
tions of Central Avenue with Clover Street
and Rodger Avenue. Left-turn lanes, with
an exclusive arrow phase to minimize
traffic delays, will be added at North and
South Avenues.

Mr. Haas noted that the left-turn signal
from Central Avenue onto South Avenue
is particularly needed.

A cul-de-sac will be constructed at
both Cambridge Road and Belmar Ter-
race where the roadways intersect Cen-
tral Avenue to prevent traffic from using
side streets to avoid red traffic lights on
Central. Construction of handicap ramps
at all intersections, both signalized and
unsignalized, will be completed along
Central Avenue. Count-down pedestrian

signal heads will also be included.
The board approved a resolution to

increase the Kids Recreation Trust Fund
by $1.3 million for a total of $5.8 million,
which will be awarded to municipalities
per applications. The program is paid for
out of the Union County Open Space
Trust Fund. The county collects $11 mil-
lion per year in taxes for the fund.

The board passed a resolution put forth
by Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski to
eliminate the two-year waiting period for
Medicare benefits for anyone whose medi-
cal condition falls under Social Security’s
new Compassionate Allowances Pro-
gram. The freeholder said the program
addresses persons with serious medical
conditions and would allow them to re-
ceive Medicare Part A and Part B the
month their disability coverage starts.

During public comment, John Bury of
Kenilworth said his research on county
legal fees for litigation filed against the
county showed the county paid five dif-
ferent law firms a total of $305,655 for
representation in a discrimination lawsuit
filed by a former county employee.

County Counsel Robert Barry has said
the county assigns outside attorneys when
multiple county employees are named in
a lawsuit in order to avoid conflicts of
interest for any of the defendants. He said
conflicts of interest might occur if the
same attorney represented them.

Lauren Millard of Cranford asked the
board if the county cut its management
staff for golf courses now that outside
firm, Kemper Sports Management, has
taken over running the Galloping Hill and
Ash Brook golf courses.

County Manager George Devanney
said three golf supervisors were laid off in
the spring saving the county $200,000.
Sixty seasonal workers previously em-
ployed by the county at its golf courses
will now work for Kemper Sports. He
said Kemper would receive 5 percent of
the overall profits of the golf courses.

“It’s more of an incentive to help them
perform,” Mr. Devanney said.
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