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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT...Almost undetectable, pictured at center, is Renate
Maroney posing among the mannequins of the Victorian period at the Osborn
Cannonball House in Scotch Plains on Saturday during Union County’s Four
Centuries in a Weekend event.

Mullen Backs More Shared
Services To Reduce Expenses

Fanwood Dems Highlight
Experience and Progress

Township to Resolve Disputes Over
Sewer Bills; Payment Due Nov. 20

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Chris Marion said on Tues-
day municipal officials continue to
meet with residents and commercial
property owners to review sewer util-
ity bills that may be inadvertently
excessive, but emphasized that the
time to make corrections to disputed
bills is nearing an end.

Noting that the Friday, November
20, deadline for payment of the bills
is only a month away, Mr. Marion
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times before the township council’s
conference meeting on Tuesday that
any property owner wishing to dis-

pute the bill they received early last
month should contact township offi-
cials “as soon as possible so we can
start finalizing the corrected bills.”
He said he has continued meeting
“pretty regularly” with residents who
are asking that their bills be adjusted
for one reason or another.

The new sewerage fees are being
levied this year on a flat-rate basis,
with residences paying $250 and con-
dominiums and townhomes paying
$180. Non-residential properties are
paying a $250 flat fee for the first
27,500 gallons of water usage and
one cent for every gallon used be-
yond that level. Starting next year,
bills will be calculated using water

usage data for the four months from
September through December and
then prorating those levels for the full
12-month period.

Payment of bills are due November
20, with a 10-day grace period. After
that date, those who have not paid will
incur interest charges dating back to
the original October 1 due date, at a
rate of 8 percent on the first $1,500 that
is owed and 18 percent on any amount
beyond that level. Further failure to
pay could result in a lien placed on the
affected property next year.

In other business, the council, at its
regular meeting next week, is ex-
pected to authorize its annual
interlocal agreement with Westfield
regarding the storage of leaves dur-
ing the two towns’ fall leaf collection
programs. Scotch Plains will be able
to deposit leaves collected on the
south side of town at the Westfield
Conservation Center on Lamberts
Mill Road, while Westfield will de-
posit leaves it collects on the north
side of town at the public works prop-
erty on Plainfield Avenue.

Scotch Plains’ leaf collection pro-
gram gets underway next Monday.
There will be no brush and branch
collection this year, but township resi-
dents wishing to dispose of those
items can do so at the Westfield Con-
servation Center, free of any fee, on
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Prior to its conference session, the
council met in executive session to
discuss upcoming collective bargain-
ing negotiations and other personnel
matters.

The governing body’s conference
meeting on Tuesday was held for the
first time in a new, larger conference
room located in the new second-floor
police department section of the mu-
nicipal building that was included in
the building’s expansion two years
ago. Mr. Marion said all future coun-
cil conference sessions will be held in
the new space, thereby allowing him
to shift other municipal employees
into the former conference room.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
council candidate Theresa Mullen
said a further sharing of services and
programs between Scotch Plains and
other towns, particularly Fanwood,
can help keep municipal spending
under control, avert layoffs and keep
property taxes in check. In an Internet
video interview, taped last week with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Mrs. Mullen, who will face Republi-
can councilman Dominick Bratti in
next month’s election, said a “big
push” should be made for shared ser-
vices, calling it “the least intrusive
solution” to lessening the strain on
township finances.

A Shared Services Study Commit-
tee, made up of representatives from
Scotch Plains’ and Fanwood’s coun-
cil members and mayors, are nearing
its end of a yearlong examination on
the possibility of combining the two
towns’ departments and services in
an effort to save taxpayer dollars.

Mrs. Mullen said further sharing of
services, beyond what is presently
being done with the school district
and between the two towns’ recre-
ation departments, is a preferable way
to save money rather than layoffs. “I
think one of the last things you want
to do in a bad economy,” she said, is
“have people lose their jobs.” She
said some positions could be elimi-
nated via attrition after retirements or
via the combining of services and
programs.

Mrs. Mullen said spending cuts
could also be made, although she said
she did not know enough about par-

ticular municipal programs to offer
specifics. “But there’s always a way
to save money,” she added, saying
that department heads could be in-
structed to pare down expenses. She
said, “There’s been a lot of excess
expenditures” in recent years and that
“the tax and spend has got to stop.”
She pointed to the mini-golf course at
Scotch Hills Country Club as an ex-
ample, saying, “I don’t know if
$500,000 had to be spent” to build the
facility three years ago. She said rev-
enues were not as anticipated.

Mrs. Mullen is an attorney, and
married to a Kenilworth police cap-
tain with whom she has three chil-
dren. Mrs. Mullen will face Mr. Bratti
in next month’s special election to fill
the remaining year of the unexpired
term created when Mayor Nancy
Malool vacated her council seat in
January to assume the mayor’s chair.
Mr. Bratti, an attorney, was appointed
to the council in January.

She said in her door-to-door cam-
paigning this fall, residents have
talked to her about rising property
taxes, which she said are “forcing a
lot of people to consider moving out
of town.” She is also hearing about
the new sewer utility fee, which she
called “a double tax on top of prop-
erty taxes.” Mrs. Mullen said she did
not favor its creation in June because
of its effects on local businesses. “It’s
a lot to ask people to pay in a short
time,” she said, especially “when the
economy is at its worst state that I can
remember.” She said the new utility
bill could result in businesses shut-
ting their doors and residents being

goleader.com/video
SCOTCH PLAINS ISSUES...Theresa Mullen, Democratic candidate for Scotch
Plains Council, discusses her views for the township during a videotaped inter-
view last week with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times reporter Fred Rossi. The
interview can be seen at goleader.com/video.

The Public is Invited to the Scotch Plains Township Council Candidates Debate Tonight, 8 p.m. at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue.The Public is Invited to the Scotch Plains Township Council Candidates Debate Tonight, 8 p.m. at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue.The Public is Invited to the Scotch Plains Township Council Candidates Debate Tonight, 8 p.m. at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue.The Public is Invited to the Scotch Plains Township Council Candidates Debate Tonight, 8 p.m. at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue.The Public is Invited to the Scotch Plains Township Council Candidates Debate Tonight, 8 p.m. at the Municipal Building on Park Avenue.

goleader.com/video
FANWOOD TALK...Fanwood Council Democratic incumbents David Valian,
center, and Donna Dolce discuss borough issues during a videotaped interview
last week with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Assignment Editor Paul Peyton. The
interview can be seen at goleader.com/video.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Councilwoman
Donna Dolce and Councilman David
Valian, Democrat incumbents seek-
ing re-election to the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, discussed during an
interview last Thursday at the
Westfield offices of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times their experience and
the council’s achievements during
their tenure.

A 20-year resident of Fanwood, Ms.
Dolce is seeking her third term on the
governing body, of which she is coun-
cil president. She described her life-
long volunteerism that led to a career
with nonprofit organizations and her
council service. Recently retired as
chief executive officer of the local Girl
Scout council, she now runs her own
business in nonprofit consulting.

Mr. Valian, who has lived in the
borough for 14 years, is running for
his second term. He said his back-

ground in sales and marketing has
been helpful in the council’s budget
development and contractual issues
the council faces.

Challenging the incumbents are
Republicans Robert Manduca and
Michael Szuch, both of whom also
ran for the governing body last year.

Council terms are for three years in
Fanwood. Democrats currently hold
five of six council seats, as well as the
mayor’s office. The race will be de-
cided during the General Election on
Tuesday, November 3.

Ms. Dolce and Mr. Valian discussed
the borough’s $8.5-million munici-
pal budget for 2009, completed sev-
eral months ago, that calls for $5.6
million to be raised in taxes. They
said the governing body had prepared
for this year’s spending plan while
hammering out the previous year’s
budget.

“We don’t do it in a vacuum of one
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Candidates Square Off
On Redevelopment and Budget

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD DEBATE...Candidates for Fanwood Borough Council discuss the issues Tuesday night during the Candidates
Forum sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and the League of Women Voters. The program is being aired on
Fanwood Cable TV35 through to the General Election on Tuesday, November 3. Pictured, left to right, are: Republican
challengers for the two open seats, Michael Szuch and Bob Manduca; moderator Fred Rossi of The Times, and incumbent
Democrats Donna Dolce and David Valian.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The four candi-
dates vying for two seats on the bor-
ough council squared off in a debate
Tuesday night in front of about two
dozen spectators at borough hall.

Democratic incumbents Donna
Dolce and David Valian faced Re-
publican challengers Robert Manduca
and Michael Szuch in the one-hour
debate co-sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters. The candi-
dates took turns, in bi-partisan pairs,
responding to questions posed by
Times reporter Fred Rossi.

Several of the questions related to

ongoing redevelopment of the down-
town, especially given the economic
recession.

Ms. Dolce, the current council
president, said development is “mov-
ing along at an interesting pace,” and,
pointing to the economy, said, “I don’t
believe it will adversely affect what is
happening in our redevelopment
area.” Ms. Dolce said the downtown
remains an “attractive location for
potential retailers.”

Mr. Manduca re-
sponded by suggesting
that “redevelopment has
gone so slowly” since it
began in 2001. He also
said Fanwood’s “revenue
shortfall” could be helped
“if redevelopment could
get in gear.”

Asked specifically about
the Livingston-Wilbor
property, which the bor-
ough owns and intends to
sell to a developer, Mr.
Szuch noted that the borough “coun-
cil didn’t pass it on to the voters in the
form of a bond issue.” Pointing to the
necessary cleanup of contamination,
he said of the property, “Certainly it’s
a liability in that condition.”

Mr. Valian said the Livingston-
Wilbor site “is a vital part of our
redevelopment,” especially when
coupled with the Sovereign Bank
property next door.

Asked whether Fanwood is at risk
of “over-development,” Mr. Manduca
said there is “no risk” of that happen-
ing “under the current council.” But,
he suggested, “We’re going to lose
this [downtown] asset that we have.”

In response, Ms. Dolce said, “What
we will have is reasonable develop-
ment.” She added, “We’re not look-
ing to extend Fanwood into…an ur-
ban center.”

All four candidates were asked
whether Fanwood is “getting it right”
with respect to redevelopment.

Mr. Szuch said, “At this time, I
believe the plans we have are right;”
however, he pointed to the necessary
environmental contamination clean-
ups of the Livingston-Wilbor and

former Dean Oil properties.
Mr. Manduca said the council could

do “a variety of things…to make the
downtown a better place.”

Ms. Dolce said redevelopment “has
been a work in progress for over 30
years,” and is “moving at a pace that
the site has dictated.”

Mr. Valian said, “We are making
the right steps going forward [with
redevelopment].” He added, “People
are coming to this town because of

what we’re doing.”
On budget-related is-

sues, the candidates were
asked whether it was
“sound fiscal policy” for
Fanwood to apply for “ex-
traordinary” aid from the
state and adopt its budget
later than many other mu-
nicipalities.

Ms. Dolce said extraor-
dinary aid, which the bor-
ough did not receive this
year, “was intended for us

to be a bridge” until redevelopment
“ratables” are realized. She also said
the council begins working on its
budget “18 to 24 months out” and
suggested that “adoption is a formal-
ity.”

Mr. Manduca said, “The timing of
the budget isn’t the problem; it’s
what’s in the budget that’s the prob-
lem.” He also said the “Democratic
council” is “not getting Fanwood a
fair shake from Trenton.”

Both Mr. Valian and Mr. Szuch said
they agreed with the borough’s deci-
sion to grant 3 percent salary raises to
employees this year, even though there
was no contractual obligation to do
so.

All four candidates were asked for
their thoughts on “shared services”
initiatives and the potential for a
merger with Scotch Plains, given a
related study due to be completed by
the end of this year.

Mr. Valian said, “Everything is on
the table,” and stated that shared ser-
vices questions “will be answered
when the study comes through.”

Ms. Dolce said that while she “can’t
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Luban Replaces Lombardo
As Chair of RVSA Board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The chairman of
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) board, Charles Lombardo
of Garwood, has resigned due to
health reasons. Woodbridge’s com-
missioner, Robert Luban, will re-
place Mr. Lombardo as chairman.

Mr. Lombardo resigned from the
authority via a letter addressed to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy.
The authority received a copy of the
letter on October 15. In his resigna-
tion letter, Mr. Lombardo noted that
he had served as a commissioner for
14 years. He cited health reasons as
the cause. Following his election as
chairman, Mr. Luban commented
that Mr. Lombardo’s “legs and back
were really bothering him” for some
time.

Allen Chin, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, said Mr. Lombardo had
“served with much diligence.” Scotch
Plains commissioner Joan Papen
quipped that he was “one of my
favorite Democrats.”

The elevation of Mr. Luban from
vice-chairman created a vacancy in

that position. The RVSA’s nominat-
ing committee recommended Frank
Mazzarella of Clark for the vice-
chairman position. Rene Dierkes, the
commissioner from Mountainside,
commented that in light of Clark’s
lawsuit against the authority, elect-
ing Mr. Mazzarella “looks kind of
funny.” Responding to this, RVSA
counsel Brian Hak stated that it was
“no problem,” but in instances in-
volving the lawsuit, Mr. Mazzarella
must recuse himself. Mr. Mazzarella
said that he would do so, and he was
elected to the position.

In other business, the authority is
continuing working to complete its
multi-year, $225-million expansion
project, with the cogeneration facil-
ity the only part of the project still
requiring significant work. RVSA
Executive Director Michael Brinker
said that, “all JCO (Judicial Consent
Order) close-out work is done ex-
cept co-gen.” He said the require-
ments of the court order, which
forced the expansion of the
authority’s facility, have been met,
with the exception of the need to

George Weiss, TV35


