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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HOW IT WAS ONCE DONE...Joan Barna prepares the chicken for the fireplace
roaster as Arlene Loong measures the length of string needed to hold the poultry
in place at the Miller-Cory House in Westfield during Four Centuries in a
Weekend, held this past weekend.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FACEOFF...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, left, and challenger Bill Brennan,
candidates for Westfield mayor in the General Election on Tuesday, November 3,
make their points for the attendees and viewers at the Candidates Forum, aired
on Westfield Cable TV36, Monday night at the municipal building sponsored by
The Westfield Leader and the League of Women Voters.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MINGLING...Political figures, family, supporters and interested citizens discuss
the Westfield Candidates Forum after the conclusion of the annual event Monday
night at the municipal building. The forum was sponsored by The Westfield Leader
and the League of Women Voters.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PEOPLE, ISSUES...Candidates for Westfield Town Council and Mayor discuss their views on Monday during the annual
Candidates Forum at the municipal building. The forum is sponsored by The Westfield Leader and the League of Women
Voters. The event will air several times on Westfield Cable TV36 through to the General Election on Tuesday, November
3, along with being posted on the Internet at goleader.com. Pictured, left to right, are: Sam Della Fera (R) and Janice Siegel
(D) of Ward 1; incumbent Vicki Kimmins (R), uncontested Ward 2; moderator Michael Pollack of The Leader; incumbent
David Haas (D) and Tom Delaney (R), Ward 3; incumbent Tom Bigosinski (D) and Keith Loughlin (R), Ward 4.

Luban to Replace Lombardo
As RVSA Board Chairman

WF Candidates Debate Finances,
Parking, Transparency at Forum

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Monday night’s
Westfield Town Council and May-
oral candidate forum brought for-
ward the issues of government open-
ness, parking at Westfield High
School (WHS), how to maintain a
vibrant downtown and the munici-
pal budget.

The forum, co-sponsored by The
Westfield League of Women Voters
and The Westfield Leader, was mod-
erated by Michael Pollack, reporter
and editor for The Westfield Leader.

Incumbent Republican Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Democrat Bill
Brennan traded barbs over coopera-
tion between Westfield and Union
County, downtown parking, the town

budget and increased crime.
When asked how he would get

more of the tax dollars that Westfield
pays to the state and county back to
the town, Mr. Brennan said that the
town has “to have a better relation-
ship” with Union County. He criti-
cized the state’s tax system, saying
that it puts the burden “on the backs
of property owners” and needs to be
fixed at the state level.

Mayor Skibitsky stated that he has
worked hard to develop a relation-
ship with the county, citing grants
and the upcoming Central Avenue
improvement project.

On the topic of an increase in
burglaries, Mayor Skibitsky stated
that the police department is sharing
intelligence with neighboring mu-

nicipalities and encouraged residents
to call the police if they see suspi-
cious behavior.

Mr. Brennan, who previously served
as the Westfield municipal judge, was
critical of the current administration’s
“emphasis” on enforcing overtime
parking and stated that he would “bet-
ter use resources on problems that are
truly important.”

Mr. Brennan was also critical of
Mayor Skibitsky for the town’s use
of $2.1 million in sale of assets funds
to offset the operating budget and
what he characterized as “secret”
budget meetings. Mayor Skibitsky
stated that all of the members of the
council participate in the budget pro-
cess through their committees, and
that it is “not effective” to have all
the council members together for a
budget meeting.

In his closing statement, Mr.
Brennan pledged to make all commit-
tee meetings open to the public, an end
to “aggressive” overtime ticketing and
Westfield safe, as well as to build
consensus among residents on issues.

In his statement, Mayor Skibitsky
said, “simply look at my results,”
citing increased pedestrian safety,
lowering personnel costs, keeping
health insurance costs in check and
the town’s AAA bond rating by Stan-
dard and Poor’s.

Fourth Ward Democratic Council-
man Tom Bigosinski and Republican
challenger Keith Loughlin answered
questions about parking at WHS and
part-time employee participation in
the state pension system.

Councilman Bigosinski stated that
the WHS parking problem “dates
back almost to the age of the dino-
saur,” but that no one has taken own-
ership of it and that the neighbors
have been “victimized.” He said there
are currently negotiations to lease
space from the National Guard Ar-
mory on Rahway Avenue, and he
hopes that more off-street parking
will be in place by January. Mr.
Loughlin stated that he supports
parking at the Armory, but that it
needs to be a “cost neutral” arrange-
ment and that he would encourage
more children to walk to school.

On part-time employee participa-
tion in the pension system, Mr.
Loughlin focused on the attorney
positions in town, which includes
his father, Vince Loughlin, stating
that the town pays less than other
municipalities and that it is only a
fraction of the budget. Councilman
Bigosinski said that the pension fund,
currently in debt, was meant to pro-
vide for full-time employees and that
it is an issue “we can’t continue to
bury our heads in the sand about.”

On the issue of the increase in
burglaries, Democratic First Ward
Candidate Janice Siegel stated that
the police department’s focus should
shift from parking enforcement to
“more serious crimes.”  Republican
Candidate Sam Della Fera said that

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — The chairman of
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
(RVSA) board, Charles Lombardo of
Garwood, has resigned due to health
reasons. Woodbridge’s commissioner,
Robert Luban, will replace Mr.
Lombardo as chairman.

Mr. Lombardo resigned from the
authority via a letter addressed to
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy.
The authority received a copy of the
letter on October 15. In his resigna-
tion letter, Mr. Lombardo noted that
he had served as a commissioner for
14 years. He cited health reasons as
the cause. Following his election as
chairman, Mr. Luban commented that
Mr. Lombardo’s “legs and back were
really bothering him” for some time.

Allen Chin, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, said Mr. Lombardo had
“served with much diligence.” Scotch
Plains commissioner Joan Papen
quipped that he was “one of my fa-
vorite Democrats.”

The elevation of Mr. Luban from
vice-chairman created a vacancy in
that position. RVSA’s nominating
committee recommended Frank
Mazzarella, a councilman in Clark,
for the vice-chairman position. Rene
Dierkes, the commissioner from
Mountainside, commented that in
light of Clark’s lawsuit against the
authority, electing Mr. Mazzarella
“looks kind of funny.” Responding to
this, RVSA counsel Brian Hak stated
that it was “no problem,” but in in-
stances involving the lawsuit, Mr.
Mazzarella must recuse himself. Mr.
Mazzarella said that he would do so,
and he was elected to the position.

In other business, the authority is

continuing working to complete their
multi-year, $225-million expansion
project, with the cogeneration facil-
ity the only part of the project still
requiring significant work. RVSA
Executive Director Michael Brinker
said that “all JCO close-out work is
done except co-gen.” He said the re-
quirements of the court order, which
forced the expansion of the authority’s
facility, have been met, with the ex-
ception of the need to complete the
cogeneration facility. Work on this
portion of the project is currently
stalled awaiting evaluation of the ex-
haust system.

A string of backfires in the exhaust
systems of the engines and the result-
ing damage has forced the authority
to hire a specialty engineering firm,
Waldron Engineering and Construc-
tion of Exeter, N.H., to perform a
stress analysis on the exhaust system.
A disagreement had recently arisen
between the designers of the exhaust
system and Caterpillar, who manu-
factured the four engines. The cost of
the review is estimated at $12,800
and may be recovered by charge-
backs against the system designers.

In his report, Mr. Hak stated that he
had filed a motion to dismiss Clark’s
lawsuit to rescind or reform the
authority’s 1995 operating agreement.
A hearing is set for November 9.
Most member municipalities have
joined the authority’s motion.

The authority has received re-
sponses from several suppliers on
many of their 2010 requirements.
Most of these responses are currently
being reviewed by the authority’s
counsel and will be voted on at the
authority’s Monday, November 23,
meeting.

Freeholders OK $1.2-Mil. Contract
For Westfield Central Ave. Upgrades

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on Thursday approved a $1.2-million
contract to Daudone Electric of New-
ark to complete improvements at eight
intersections along the Central Av-
enue corridor in Westfield and Clark.

“This is a major project for us,”
said Westfield Councilman David
Haas, who attended the meeting with
Westfield Democratic Chairman Ken
Rotter. “It’s something that many of
the people in Westfield have wanted
for decades. It will connect two com-
munities that share one elementary
school with a pedestrian-activated
crosswalk, which will allow those
kids to stay after school and do after-
school programs and play with kids
that are in their classrooms that live
on the other side of Central Avenue.”

According to Joseph Graziano, di-
rector of the department of engineer-
ing and public works, construction
will include the upgrade and modern-
ization of signalized intersections
from East Broad Street in Westfield
to Raritan Road in Clark.

The work will include the upgrade
of traffic signal equipment at the inter-
sections of Central Avenue and Park
Street/Cacciola Place, Grove Street
and with Clifton Street/Sycamore
Street and equipment upgrades at the
intersection of Central Avenue with
Raritan Road in Clark. A new pedes-
trian signal and school crossing will
be installed between the intersections
of Central Avenue with Clover Street
and Rodger Avenue. Left-turn lanes,

with an exclusive arrow phase to mini-
mize traffic delays, will be added at
North and South Avenues.

Mr. Haas said the left-turn signal
from Central Avenue onto South Av-
enue is particularly needed. Residents
currently “can’t go to the train station
that way…because there is no left-
turn signal. Therefore, a lot of the
traffic cuts through the side street.
This will take that traffic and put it on
the street (Central Avenue) where it
should be.”

A cul-de-sac will be constructed at
both Cambridge Road and Belmar
Terrace where the roadways intersect
Central Avenue to prevent traffic from
using side streets to avoid red traffic
lights on Central. Construction of
handicap ramps at all intersections,
both signalized and unsignalized, will
be completed along Central Avenue.
Count-down pedestrian signal heads
will also be included.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the project “certainly will make
that area a lot safer, and hopefully traf-
fic will flow through there a lot easier.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to increase the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund by an
additional $1.3 million for a total of
$5.8 million, which will be awarded
to municipalities per their applica-
tions. The program is paid for out of
the Union County Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, a program for which the
county collects $11 million per year
in taxes to fund. The board also passed
a resolution put forth by Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski to support the
elimination of the two-year waiting
period for Medicare benefits for any-
one whose medical condition falls
under the Social Security
Administration’s new Compassion-
ate Allowances Program. The free-
holder said the program addresses
persons with serious medical condi-
tions and would allow them to receive
Medicare Part A and Part B the month
their disability coverage starts.

During the public comment section
of the meeting, John Bury of

Kenilworth said in his research on
county legal fees for litigation filed
against the county, he found the county
had paid five different outside law
firms a total of $305,655 for their
representation in a discrimination law-
suit filed by a former county employee.

County Counsel Robert Barry has
said the county assigns outside attor-
neys when multiple county employ-
ees are named in a lawsuit in order to
avoid conflicts of interest for any of
the defendants. He said conflicts of
interest might occur if the same attor-
ney represented them.

Lauren Millard of Cranford ques-
tioned the board as to whether or not
the county has cut its management
staff for county golf courses now that
outside firm, Kemper Sports Man-
agement, has taken over the running
of the Galloping Hill and Ash Brook
golf courses.

County Manager George Devanney
said three golf supervisors were laid
off in the spring saving the county
some $200,000 in salaries. Sixty sea-
sonal workers previously employed
by the county at its golf courses will
now work for Kemper Sports. He said
Kemper would receive 5 percent of
the overall profits of the golf courses.

“It’s more of an incentive to help
them perform,” Mr. Devanney said.

At the close of the meeting, Mr.
Devanney announced that the county
has received word from Senator Rob-
ert Menendez (D-N.J.) that the United
States Senate has approved a $2-mil-
lion energy efficiency and conserva-
tion block grant for the county. He
said the program is “consistent with
our Sustainable Energy Master Plan”
and will allow the county “to upgrade
many of buildings to be more energy
efficient.” In addition, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has informed the
county a $500,000 grant he has spon-
sored to upgrade the county’s emer-
gency operations center in Westfield
has been approved by the House  and
now moves to the Senate for approval.

The board will next meet at a con-
ference session on Thursday, Novem-
ber 5, after the General Election.

300 Sign Petition Protesting
Highland Ave. Crosswalk

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The placement of
a crosswalk on Highland Avenue
dominated conversation for an hour
at Tuesday’s council conference meet-
ing.

Brian and Karen Karnofsky, who
live at 618 Highland Avenue, again
asked the town to reconsider its deci-
sion to place a crosswalk adjacent to
their driveway. Instead, they sug-
gested that the council consider in-
stalling the crosswalk on the other
side of Sinclair Place “before the cost
of this mistake is an injury to a child.”

In the last week, 300 Westfield
residents have signed the Karnofskys’
petition “adamantly” opposing the
crosswalk’s placement.

The Karnofskys said traffic ap-
proaches the children from four di-
rections, “trapping them” in the
middle of the crosswalk, where they
are “unsure” whether or not they
should look in front, behind or to
either side.

Secondly, the Karnofskys contend
that the crosswalk the town’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee agreed upon would be
placed adjacent to an active driveway
with an obstructed view. Cars exiting
the driveway, they said, would back
directly into the crosswalk, with only
a partial view of the children passing
through.

Third Ward Councilman and Park-
ing Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca said the traffic safety pro-
fessionals with whom the town spoke
said the committee’s proposed loca-
tion for the crosswalk is correct. Traf-
fic consultant Gordon Meth also pro-
vided independent analysis and con-
curred with the recommendation, Mr.
Ciarrocca added.

“We did a lot of due diligence on
it,” he said.

The Karnofskys believe the proper
decision would be to move the cross-
walk approximately 25 feet south, to
the other side of Sinclair Place.

“[Doing so] eliminates the drive-
way, visibility and sewer issues,” Mr.
Karnofsky said, noting that icy con-
ditions sometimes arise at a nearby
sewer in the colder months. “Chil-
dren will walk down this side of
Sinclair, one block, to the crossing
guard at Lawrence, who can safely
cross the children over Sinclair Place.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said, in response to
the idea of moving the crosswalk, “If
we put it on the other side, people will
not cross over...they will continue to
travel down your driveway apron.”

Jerri Tanella, who lives on Birch
Avenue, came in support of the
Karnofskys. She said “many resi-
dents” in the Gardens section of town
are “frustrated” by the committee’s
“unwillingness to consider the risks
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