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The Compleat 
Wrks of Shkspr, 

(abridged)

Westfield Serves as Setting for Idyllic
American Scenes in Japanese Movie

Westfield Symphony Brings
1931’s Dracula ‘to Life’

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Oc-
tober 24, at 8 p.m., Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) presents a
“spooktacular” Halloween celebra-
tion with “Dracula, a Musical!” The
entire family can enjoy the event, and
it features a Halloween costume con-
test with a first prize of $200.

The WSO will
bring to life the
original 1931
movie Dracula
starring Bela
Lugosi. Using
masterworks of
the classical rep-
ertoire, the fully
professional or-
chestra, under the
baton of Maestro
David Wroe, will
perform live a
n ev e r - b e f o r e -
heard soundtrack
as the original
classic movie is projected above the
orchestra and in full view of the audi-
ence.

More than 50 WSO musicians will
perform, in semi darkness, from the
more macabre masterpieces of
Wagner, Mozart and Berlioz, and
many more, enhancing the dark, mys-
terious and chilling atmosphere of
the movie and intensifying the visual
suspense created by Lugosi’s genius.

All patrons, young and old alike,
are encouraged to come to the con-
cert dressed in their Halloween cos-
tumes. A contest, which will be judged

at intermission, will offer three cash
prizes of $200, $75 and $50.

Thanks to the generosity of WSO
patrons Bud and Gaile Boothe of
Westfield, the evening will also fea-
ture a performance of Saint-Saens’
Symphony No. 3, with Barbara
Thomson on organ.

WSO Music Di-
rector David Wroe
said, “Combining
different media is
part of our mission
to make classical
music appeal to the
broadest possible
audience. This
evening will fasci-
nate young and old
alike.”

Shuang Goe
Wroe will conduct
a short lecture and
pre-performance
Halloween chat,

designed to make the musical experi-
ence more enjoyable prior to the con-
cert in the Westfield Presbyterian
Church Sanctuary at 7 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at the Town Book Store in
Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, as well as Paperfolio in
Summit.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.
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The WSO will bring to life the
original 1931 movie Dracula

starring Bela Lugosi.

Drummer Shines; Cash
Plays Folsom at UCPAC

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Earlier this month,
two of New Jersey’s best indepen-
dent films got a new viewing in the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC), as part of the Best of the
Garden State Film Festival. The on-
going event will resume in January,
showing some of the films from the
festival to local audiences.

The first was the 20-minute film
The Drummer. The
short focused on a
40-year-old near-
mute recluse, who
had no direction in
life beyond his
love of jazz drum-
mer Benny Beats.

Behind on his
rent and seemingly
without a job, the man is called to sub
in a wedding band for a plane-de-
layed friend. After arriving early, the
drummer becomes the only band
member, save the singer, who actu-
ally arrives.

As the situation angers both guests
and the wedding planner, the drum-
mer takes to his instrument, which
saves the occasion. Afterwards, the
drummer is asked to join the band for
its yearlong schedule

While seemingly odd, the film was
a gentle affirmation of the underdog,
a man who wants one thing from life
and finds happiness when he achieves
it. The ending scene, of the drummer
miming playing in front of a store
window, is both touching and a mo-
ment to pump one’s fist in the air.

The night’s second film, Johnny
Cash At Folsom Prison, was also an
underdog story but only in part. The
documentary focused on the story of
the legendary country star’s album
“Live At Folsom Prison,” which was
both a career milestone and the mo-
ment that revitalized his life. How-
ever, the film not only focused on the
concert, but on the many different
aspects that formed it and resulted
from it.

The film spent time talking about
Folsom itself, which was built to hold
the extra prisoners from nearby San
Quentin, Calif. It generally held “the
worst of the worst,” and one prisoner,
Millard Delmon, now released and

rehabilitated, recalled his immense
hatred for the prison and its immense
restrictions.

The film also touched on the im-
pact the album had on Cash’s life, as
he was coming from a low career
point and a drug addiction. Speakers
such as John Carter Cash and
Roseanne Cash (Johnny’s children)
and former band mates spoke about
the immense hold that drugs had on
the singer and how much the album

helped to draw him
out of it.

Arguably the
most significant
part of the film was
the story of Glen
Sherley, a talented
inmate who be-
friended Cash.
Cash performed

Sherley’s “Greystone Chapel” as part
of his set at Folsom, and later, he
helped Sherley get released and
brought him on tour.

Unfortunately, Sherley was unable
to adapt to life outside of prison and
eventually committed suicide. Both
of Sherley’s children are featured in
the film and comment, saying, “Cash
never forgot about him.”

Overall, the film was an excellent
view on the Folsom concerts and Cash
at that time. However, the many side
stories, such as recollections of Cash’s
early career, his well-documented love
for wife June Carter and repeatedly
going back to rehabilitated prisoner
Delmon’s story of how he ended up in
jail, made the film seem unfocused.

The early footage of Cash seemed
redundant; Delmon’s story, while
touching, became unnecessary filler,
and the general problem of the film
jumping from story to story with no
warning hurt it as a whole.

Still, the parts that worked, such as
the Glen Sherley segment, the exami-
nation of Folsom today and the com-
mentary from those who were closest
to Cash, were excellent.

Hearing about the impact Cash had
on Sherley made the concert seem
more important than ever, and it rein-
forced Cash’s status as a straight man
that understood the inmates. Hope-
fully, the next showing of films from
the festival will be just as good as these
two.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MADE IN AMERICA...A Dudley Avenue residence in Westfield serves as the
setting for the family home of an American-born journalist who falls in love with
a Japanese woman in the romantic comedy, My Darling is a Foreigner. While the
movie is primarily filmed and set in Japan, producer Ikuko Takano said it was
impossible to recreate in Japan the scale of this classic American home nor details
like its wraparound Victorian front porch. See article at left.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOREIGN EXCHANGE...American-born actor Jonathan Sherr and producer
Tamako Tsujimoto, both from Tokyo, take a break from filming scenes for My
Darling is a Foreigner inside the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OH, MY DARLING...Cast and crew congregate on the front steps of the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield to film a wedding scene for the Japanese movie My
Darling is a Foreigner in early October. One look at the stately church inspired the
director to fly members of the cast and production company from Japan to film
on location in Westfield for scenes set in America.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — When Japanese
movie directors and producers scout
for film locations, they rarely need to
leave their native Japan. But what do
they do if a storyline involves an Ameri-
can wedding in an iconic Norman
Rockwell-style, steepled church? They
may choose to fly their talent around
the world to shoot at the Presbyterian
Church here in Westfield.

That’s exactly what High Field En-
tertainment did in early October, when
their cast and crew spent a week in the
United States filming certain key
scenes for Darling wa Gaikokujin (My
Darling is a Foreigner).

Standing outside the church on the
first chilly morning of filming, pro-
ducer Ikuko Takano told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that director Kazuaki
Ue simply “fell in love with the church”
the first time he saw it. And given
Westfield’s proximity to Manhattan
and the ease of employing the area’s
local film crews and equipment, he
looked no further.

Ms. Takano explained the roman-
tic-comedy is based on a popular
Manga Japanese comic-book series
by Japanese illustrator Saori Oguri.

Primarily filmed in Japan, the movie
tells the semi-autobiographical story
of Ms. Oguri and her marriage to
American-born journalist Tony Laszlo.

“She is from Japan, and her husband
is from New Jersey,” Ms. Takano said.
“Between her husband and her, there
is a cultural difference… She wrote
down whatever she felt and how they
learn to respect their differences.”

Atop the Presbyterian Church steps,
“guests” have gathered for a wedding
scene where they blow bubbles to cel-
ebrate and congratulate the bride and
groom.

Traffic crawls down East Broad
Street as passersby take in the as-
sembled actors as well as the cameras
and equipment amassed on the
church’s sprawling lawn. The bride
turns her back, and in a traditional
American custom, tosses her bouquet
to a crowd of cheering guests.

Seven-year-old North Brunswick
resident Daniel Simpson portrays one
of those guests. Watching from the
sidelines, his mother, Hope, said he
landed the role through his involve-
ment with a local casting agency.

“This is his first time in a film, and
he said his friends didn’t even believe
him,” Ms. Simpson said of his role as
an extra. “We’re having fun.”

Producer Tamako Tsujimoto ex-
plained they employed some local
American talent in addition to the 20
actors traveling from Japan.

The film stars Mao Inoue, who,
according to Ms. Takano, is a big star
of both television and film in Japan.

American-born actor Jonathan

Sherr, who grew up in Iowa, portrays
Mr. Laszlo.

Japanese is primarily spoken in the
movie, although some English is wo-
ven into the script.

Fluent in both languages after ma-
joring in Japanese in college, Mr. Sherr
has lived in Japan for many years as a
narrator and translator on the way to

becoming a full-time actor. He was
one of 80 people who auditioned for
the role.

Mr. Sherr spoke to The Leader and
The Times about the way his own life
parallels that of the character in the
film.

“I, myself, am married to a Japanese
woman,” he said. “So, I find a lot of
these same kinds of situations in my
own life.”

Mr. Sherr had also known Ms. Oguri
and her husband from his days teach-
ing the English language in Japan.

“Her books are mainly episodic
about their life,” Mr. Sherr said. “It’s
quite a popular series.”

This was Mr. Sherr’s first feature
film, and he admitted feeling slightly
uneasy during the first few days of
production.

“It felt like being caught in a hurri-
cane because language in any industry
is industry-specific,” he said. “So,
they’re not only speaking Japanese,
but they’re also speaking ‘film-speak.’
And for somebody who is not familiar
with that, it can be a little bit over-
whelming.”

Mr. Sherr expressed his gratitude

for the kindness and guidance the pro-
ducers and director afforded him.

“It’s just been fantastic,” he said. “I
give all credit to them.”

Filming in Westfield for the second
of the two days, cast and crew spent
the next morning shooting in
Mindowaskin Park.

Ms. Takano explained what the

couple was supposed to be going
through in those scenes.

“There was a misunderstanding be-
tween them in Japan, so she decides to
come here to fix the problem,” Ms.
Takano said. “They walk through the
park, and sit down to talk and say sorry
to each other.”

A house on Dudley Avenue served
as the final Westfield locale; during
the scene filmed there, Mr. Laszlo
introduces Ms. Oguri to his American
family before proposing to her.

Allison Rudow, who owns the pic-
turesque Victorian residence, said pro-
ducers just literally rang her doorbell a
while back, expressing interest in film-
ing there.

Ms. Takano said one last American
scene would be shot in downtown
Cranford the following day.

She explained that the budget for
Japanese movies is very low com-
pared to Hollywood ones.

“This kind of atmosphere can’t be
created anywhere in Japan,” Ms.
Takano said. “The sizes of houses, the
street sizes, the food… everything is
different.”

“Westfield is such a beautiful town,”
she added. “We used, as much as we
could, local restaurants for food be-
cause we appreciate the permission to
film.”

This wasn’t the first time Westfield
has appeared in movies. Most recently,
actors Andrew and Elisabeth Shue
filmed scenes for Gracie at a Lawrence
Avenue residence in 2006, and Queen
Latifah set The Perfect Holiday in down-
town Westfield in 2007. The popular
NBC sitcom Ed often utilized various
parts of the town from 2000-2004.

My Darling is a Foreigner (working
title) is set for release in Japan in
spring 2010.


