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Devil’s Den

By B. RAYMOND JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS-SPF: Forget Records
… Especially This Year

You know the old cliché/saying
that goes, “When these two teams
meet, you can throw away the
records”? Well coaches Jim DeSarno
and Steve Ciccotelli probably wish
they could do exactly that as they
prepare their teams for Saturday’s
49th meeting between WHS (2-2) vs.
SP-F (1-4) at Perry Tyson Field.

Over the years, both teams have
usually been anywhere from really,
really good to pretty good, with only
an occasional not so good. It’s a pretty
safe bet that this is one of the first
times that neither team have come
into the game with a winning record.

WHS leads the series 34-12-2,
which started in 1929 with a 20-0
WHS victory. The teams didn’t meet
again until 1961, after WHS joined
the Watchung Conference. Gary
Kehler owned a 20-1-1 record against
SP-F from 1961-82, but the Raiders
have closed the gap since he retired.
WHS is just 13-11-1 against SP-F
behind coaches Dick Zimmer (0-1-
1), Ed Tranchina (9-9) Jim Benedict
(2-0) and DeSarno (2-1). The teams
did not meet in 1990.

Many of Kehler’s victories over
SP-F were close and quite a few were
wildly exciting events. Even in the
21st century, the game has produced
several wild finishes.

Sept. 22, 2001: Less than two weeks
after the World Trade Center bomb-
ings, the rivals met at Tyson Field and
SP-F appeared to have rallied for the
win on a late 95-yard touchdown run
by Kyle Adams (172 yards on the day).
But Louis Mercer brought the Devils
back and hit Brian Butts with a seven-
yard touchdown pass with 1:07 left.

Sept. 17, 2005: The Raiders won,
32-29, in overtime at Tyson Field on
Rashawn Strong’s two-yard run. But
my main memories of that day are
WHS taking a 26-6 lead and then
having the game sent into overtime
when a 450-pound official with coke-
bottle glasses made a horrendous
fourth-down pass interference call
from 40 yards away, while an official
next to the play didn’t drop his flag.
That allowed a tying field goal in the
final seconds, and eventually caused

Devil of the Week
Nick Matthews

Football

several WHS fans, including one re-
porter, to chase down the official in
the parking lot, yelling at the official
before he escaped to the nearby
McDonald’s on Route 22 for four Big
Macs, three double cheeseburgers,
two quarter-pounders with extra
cheese and pickles and a diet Coke.

Nov. 4, 2006: Tom Bonard and
WHS outlasted Mike Chervenyak and
SP-F. Bonard threw for 77 yards and
one touchdown and picked for 84
yards rushing and three other scores,
including the game-winner with 41
seconds left in regulation at Kehler
Stadium. Jack Meagher had 15 tack-
les and Will Harbaugh 14, while
Malcolm Allen ran for 132 yards.
Chervenyak passed for two scores.
What’s in store for Oct. 17, 2009?

LOOKING BACK
Friday night’s 3-0 win at North

Hunterdon was just the third 3-0 re-
sult in 113 years of WHS football.
The most recent was in 1996, when
WHS beat Linden on Jason Krieger’s
18-yard kick with 34 seconds left in
regulation. The only other 3-0 final in
school history was a loss to Glen
Ridge back in 1922. It also was a
double sweet shutout since North had
pummeled Ridge, 32-17, the previ-
ous week, and it was Ridge that mercy-
clocked WHS in last year’s playoffs.

There is no question here that if the
WHS team that showed up in Clinton
Townshp Friday night had showed up
against Watchung Hills and
Bridgewater-Raritan, WHS would be
4-0 now. But you can’t quibble over
spilled milk. WHS is 2-2 and facing
SP-F (1-4) and Montgomery (4-1)
the next two weeks, prior to two huge
Mid-State Watchung showdowns with
unbeaten Linden and Union that will
decide the league champion. This is
the way October and November are
supposed to be.

The WHS defense was awesome
Friday night, limiting North to 138
total yards (44 in the second half), a
week after it had run for well over 350
yards against Ridge. The front four of
Nick Matthews, Willie Johnson, Bran-
don Dietz and Garrett Pryor domi-
nated North’s huge line, with help
from linebackers A.J. Murray, Joe

Ondi, Aiden Scanlon and Drew
Fantini. The shutout was really never
in doubt. It was almost like the ’70s
again, when shutouts were the norm,
not the exception.

Sophomore Jon Gribbin’s game-
winning 43-yard field goal late in the
first half went 44 yards and tied the
school record for longest placement
kick; Kevin Lasher (twice in 1982)
and Jim Mozoki (in 1986 and again in
’87) also place-kicked 43-yard field
goals. The longest field goal in school
history was by Lee Waring, who
dropkicked a 52-yard field goal
against Plainfield in 1931.

Sophomore Pete Ondi had two
open-field tackles of North’s danger-
ous Korey Salvo, who had earned
Player of the Week honors in two
newspapers for his 254-yard effort
against Ridge. WHS is now 15-22 in
night games since its first “under the
lights” tilt in 1986, a 14-3 loss at
Elizabeth. (Please whomever, I prom-
ise to become un-agnostic if you’ll let
WHS get another shot at either
Bridgewater-Raritan or Ridge in the
playoffs next month.)

Earlier last Friday, the girls soccer
team had a huge overtime win over
East Brunswick in a matchup of the
state’s third- and fourth-ranked teams.
These two programs have been among
the state’s best since the rivalry started
in 1980. In fact, they met in six state
Group 4 finals: 1986 (EB 1-0), 1987
(EB 2-1), 1988 (WHS 2-1), 1989 (0-
0 tie), 1992 (EB 2-0) and 1996 (EB 2-
1). WHS, which has won 82 percent
of its matches, has just a 6-20-6 record
against the Bears, with five of those
victories coming under coach George
Kapner (1983, 1985, two in 1988 and
1990). Since that 2-1 win in 1990,
WHS was 1-12-5 against EB, the
lone win a 2-1 nail-biter in 2006.

LOOKING AHEAD
Jack Martin’s boys and Thom

Hornish’s girls will be looking to
continue their conference cross-coun-
try dominance on Tuesday at the
Union County Conference meet. The
boys won the last four Watchung
Conference titles, and the girls took
the final two. The gymnastics team
goes for its fourth straight Union
County title tomorrow night at home.
Led by versatile seniors Lacy
Cummings and Jenna Rodrigues,
WHS is currently ranked No. 3 in the
state. The top-seeded tennis team
played North Hunterdon on Tuesday
and if the seeds held, WHS will be
playing in the North 2 Group 4 sec-
tional final today, against the winner
of Tuesday’s J.P. Stevens vs.

Bridgewater-Raritan match. Ironi-
cally, in the three seasons since WHS
won the state Group 4 title in 2005, it
has been eliminated in sectionals by
either Stevens (2006 and ’07) or
Bridgewater (’08). The soccer teams
play SP-F tomorrow at 4 p.m. – boys
away, girls at home. ’Nuf said.

BOAT ON BOARD
With Jim Hely stepping down from

the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
committee due to his recent promo-
tion to a state judge, his place has
been taken by Steve Merrill (’71), a
longtime WHS fan, coach and fol-
lower. “Steamboat,” whose father
Doug was a former Board of Educa-
tion president in town and a longtime
little league baseball coach, currently
lives in Washington, Warren County.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Back in the fall of 1970 and ’71

(Roosevelt Junior High School) and
’72 (WHS junior varsity team) one of
the best linemen was a guy named
Brooks Clark, who was in the same
class as Glen Kehler, Bruce Jester,
etc. Prior to his junior year, Clark
transferred to the Trinity Pawling
School in upstate New York. After
graduating from Wilkes (Pa.) Col-
lege, Clark ended up in Standish,
Maine, where he became the wres-
tling coach at Bonny Eagle High
School and earned Coach of the Year
honors. Clark also coached football
at Bonny Eagle and used some of the
stuff he picked up from a visit with
Gary Kehler and his playbook.

One year as a heavy underdog in
the sectional title game, the Fighting
Scots scored a late touchdown to get
within one point. Instead of going for
the tie with a kick, Clark went for the
win. He called for WHS’s old “2-7” –
the bread and butter of two-backs like
Eddie Galauski, Jay Isbrecht, Chuck
Hood, Paul Byrne, Kevin Bonner and
Owen Brand – and the Bonny Eagle
runner literally went untouched in to
the end zone.

Clark grew up on Stanmore Place
and his parents still live there. His dad
Stan was a football captain at
Dartmouth College.

IN PASSING
It was sad to hear of the passing last

week of Kevin Scanlon, the 45-year-
old father of former WHS football-
baseballer Ryan, current WHS foot-
ball-baseballer Aiden, and future
WHS football-baseballer Conner.
Despite his dad’s funeral last Thurs-
day, Aiden played a major part in the
3-0 football win at North Hunterdon
the next night.

JUST WONDERING
… When I get older, losing my hair,

(not so) many years from now … will
you still need me, will you still feed
me, when I’m 64?

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike, the new owner at Westfield
Subs, is Nick Matthews. The junior
defensive end went head-to-head
against Penn State-signee Kevin
Haplea and made him virtually dis-
appear in WHS’s 3-0 victory.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

LEXI BORR, CRISCUOLO WIN, 6-0, 6-0

Lady Blue Devils Blank
Red Devils in Tennis, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First singles player Lexi Borr and
second singles player Tara Criscuolo
won both their sets, 6-0, 6-0, to lead
the No. 2 ranked Westfield High
School girls tennis team to a 5-0 shut-
out of Hunterdon Central in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 Tournament in Westfield on
October 8.

“We have been waiting for this
opportunity all season to start the
state tournament and we certainly got
off to a good start,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Matt Varhley said. “We know
that our next opponent, whether it be
North Hunterdon or Ridge, is going
to be a tough match for us.”

Lexi Borr, a freshman, came off the
courts early with her shutout of Red
Devil Jenni Morgan, as did Criscuolo
with her shutout of Katey Rainforth.
First doubles players Samantha Borr
and Morgan Murphy finished their
match next with a 6-2, 6-0, triumph
over Red Devils Blake Schrette and
Christine Jiang. At second doubles,
Melissa Morawski and Katherine
McKinley defeated Ellen Johnson and

Emily Kong, 6-1, 6-0. Third singles
player Debbie Wu stopped Tori
Michels, 6-3, 6-2.

“Although people may have ex-
pected this result, you still have to play
the match, so we are satisfied with
how it turned out,” coach Varhley said.

With the girls’ performance, there
was definitely no letting up of inten-
sity from their dominance in the Union
County Tournament that easily
yielded the Blue Devils a fifth straight
title with four flight championships
and a second place.

“The girls are well aware of our
competition moving forward and the
quality of tennis is certainly going to
be a lot higher than the Union County
Tournament and we are preparing for
that,” said coach Varhley.
First singles: Lexi Borr d Jenni Morgan,
6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Tara Criscuolo d Katey
Rainforth, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Debbie Wu d Tori Michels,
6-3, 6-2
First doubles: Samantha Borr and Mor-
gan Murphy d Blake Schrette and Chris-
tine Jiang, 6-2, 6-0
Second doubles: Melissa Morawski and
Katherine McKinley d Ellen Johnson
and Emily Kong, 6-1, 6-0

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!
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WESTFIELD $1,850,000
Renovated 5 BR Col w/front porch. Updated
EIK, Hdwd floors, 2 FRs, exquisite detail, rec
rm, ext yard, near town. MLS 2715746

WESTFIELD $1,799,000
One of Westfield’s finest custom built for
builder. 5 BRs, 3.1 bths, 1/2 acre, state of the
art kit, 2 story library. MLS 2719515

WESTFIELD $1,699,900
Stately 4 BR, Indian Forest Col on .7 acre
w/gracious flow. Fabulous FR; kit w/ granite,
island, library & sunroom. MLS 2717727

WESTFIELD $878,900
Spacious Home, deck overlooking golf course,
updated EIK, 4 BRs, FR, office, 3 full baths, many
upgrades. MLS 2692441

WESTFIELD $799,900
Brick front CH Col, beautiful wooded lot, 4
BRs, 2.1 bths, formal DR, stone wall fplc, FR
and EIK. MLS 2712725

WESTFIELD $799,000
Extensively renovated, bright and airy.
Excellent location close to town, trains,
schools, library & park. MLS 2698514

WESTFIELD $750,000
Spacious 5 BR, 4 bth home feat: LR w/fplc; MBR
w/full bth; grade level FR & BR/office w/full bth
plus rec rm.

WESTFIELD $749,900
Picture Perfect 3 BR, 2.1 bth brick Colonial,
updated kit, fplc, large lot, close to town and
train. MLS 2718424

WESTFIELD $689,900
Spacious, sunny 5 BR, 3.1 bth Split Level w/
Hdwd floors, EIK, CAC, fin bsmt w/ new car-
pet. Quiet street. MLS 2714785

WESTFIELD $649,000
This Impeccably maint’d & updtd home boasts
a cherry EIK w/adjacent FR, new bths, Hdwd
flrs, CAC, mudroom & rec rm. MLS 2717697

SCOTCH PLAINS $625,000
You’ll love the setting on 1+ acres lovingly
maintained by master gardener/owner. Pvt
oasis on million $ cul-de-sac. MLS 2702089

WESTFIELD $383,000
Sweet Col, loaded with soul and charm. Hdwd
flrs, updtd kit & bth. Painted inside & out. Cls
to schools, train & downtown. MLS 2699709

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Beth Sullivan 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—2003-2008 

Call Direct:  908-578-3812 
  600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 
          Beth.Sullivan@cbmoves.com Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

JUST LISTED! This exceptionally stunning 4 bedroom home rests gracefully in 
the midst of Westfield’s prestigious Indian Forest neighborhood on nearly 3/4 of 
an acre. A sumptuous haven from the pressures of everyday life, the interior of 
this home glows with sophistication, generous indulgences, modern luxuries and 
outstanding venues for formal entertaining & comfortable family life. Attention 
has been given to every detail including the Leonardis Kitchen, luxurious baths, 3 
fireplaces, front entry, climate controlled wine closet,  and a spectacular family 
room with floor to ceiling custom windows,  fireplace & radiant heated floor.  The 
location is perfect, just blocks to schools, town & NYC transportation. Please see 
Virtual Tour & Floor Plans:                                                    
                          www.920wyandottetrail.com   
          Presented for $1,450,000 

INDIAN FOREST 

Blue Devil Boys Rap
Soccer Bears in UCT
The 12th-ranked, second-seeded 9-

1-1 Westfield High School boys soc-
cer team rocked the Brearley Bears,
6-1, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Westfield on
October 10. Eric Byer, Kevin Clancy,
Brandon Gold, Joe Greenspan, Ryan
Heine and Brian Monteiro scored
goals for the Blue Devils.

Blue Devil Girls Rap
Panthers in UCT, 7-0

Junior Hannah Kronick fired in
four goals to lead the No. 3, 10-0-
1, top-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team to a 7-0
shutout of Roselle Park in the first
round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Westfield on October
10. Grace MacKenzie, Kayla
Krasnoo and Catherine Kerr also
scored goals.

Soccer Raiders Blank
Bulldog Boys in UCT
Brendan McEvoy ripped in a pair

of goals and Matt Greaney and
Vincenzo Bianco each netted one
to give the third-seeded, 15th-
ranked, 11-1-1 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team a 3-0 shutout over Jonathan
Dayton in the first round of the
Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on October 10. Goalie
Anthony Zukofsky made two saves
and recorded his sixth straight shut-
out and 10th of the season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING HER POWER BACKHAND…Blue Devil Lexi Borr uses a two-hand
backhand return in her first singles match.


